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PREFACE. 


QINCE  the  private  publication,  in  1879,  of  the 
*^  "  Memoir  and  Letters  of  Captain  WilHam  Glan- 
ville  Evelyn,"  the  Editor  has  obtained  a  copy  of  an 
historical  pamphlet,  written  by  the  late  Sebastian 
F.  Streeter  (recording  Secretary  of  the  Maryland 
Historical  Society),  and  published  by  the  Society  in 
1868.  It  relates  to  the  proceedings  of  George  Eve- 
lyn, who  was  the  eldest  son  of  the  first  of  the  name 
of  Evelyn  who  emigrated  to  Virginia.  This  pamph- 
let, with  some  additional  inforrnation  found  in  the 
Public  Record  Office  of  London,  concerning  the  Ex- 
pedition of  Thomas  Yong  and  Robert  Evelin  (the 
younger  brother  of  George)  to  Virginia,  the  letters 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wm.  Harcourt  from  America 
during  the  years  1776-7,  various  short  journals  of 
British  Officers  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
and  some  additional  notes,  &c.,  are  all — with  the 
above-mentioned  "  Memoir  and  Letters  of  Captain 
Evelyn," — comprehended  in  the  present  volume, 
under  the  title  of  *'  The  Evelyns  in  America." 

The  family  of  Evelyn  (or  Evelin,  as  the  name 
was  anciently  spelt),  is  supposed  to  have  sprung 
from  the  Norman  house  of  Ivelin  or  Evelin,  which 
was  connected  with  the  Lusignans  of  Cyprus.   Some 
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remarks  on  the  traditional  history  of  the  family  may 
be  found  in  Aubrey's  "  History  of  Surrey,"  pub- 
lished 1692,  and  in  John  Evelyn's  Diary.  George 
Evelyn,  Esq.,  head  of  the  English  branch  of  the 
family,  died  at  Wotton,  Surrey,  in  1603,  leaving, 
with  other  issue,  four  sons — Thomas,  John,  Robert, 
and  Richard,  between  whom  his  estates  were  di- 
vided. The  posterity  of  Thomas,  the  eldest  son, 
are  now  extinct.  Capt.  Wm.  Glanville  Evelyn  v/as 
descended  from  John,  the  second  son  (see  table  of 
descent,  page  208).  Robert,  the  third  son,  emi- 
grated to  Virginia  about  the  year  1610 ;  and  Richard, 
the  fourth  son,  was  the  father  of  John  Evelyn,  the 
Diarist,  and  author  of  "  Sylva." 

The  old  family -seat  of  Wotton  House,  once 
the  residence  of  the  author  of  "  Sylva,"  is  now 
in  the  possession  of  his  collateral  kinsman,  Wil- 
liam John  Evelyn,  Esq.  Here  are  still  pre- 
served the  MSS.  of  the  well-known  diary,  several 
portraits  of  John  Evelyn  and  his  wife  and  their 
descendants,  the  Prayer- Book  used  by  Charles  I. 
on  the  scaffold,  and  many  other  most  interesting 
relics  of  that  period.  During  a  visit  to  Wotton, 
made  by  the  Editor  of  this  little  volume  in  1877^ 
he  ascertained  that  some  letters,  written  by  Mr. 
Evelyn's  grand-uncle,  Captain  William  Glanville 
Evelyn,  were  still  in  existence,  and  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  family.  These  letters,  sixteen  in  num- 
ber, were  written  from  the  seat  of  war  in   North 
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America,  during  the  early  years  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, to  Captain  Evelyn's  relations  in  Ireland  and 
Great  Britain.  They  were  found  to  be  somewhat 
dilapidated,  and  fast  going  to  decay,  and  it  was 
suggested  to  Mr.  Evelyn  by  the  Editor,  that  they 
should  be  copied  and  printed,  with  full  notes,  and 
a  slight  memoir  of  the  writer,  drawn  up  from  the 
very  scanty  materials  still  remaining.  Mr.  Evelyn, 
in  the  kindest  and  most  obliging  manner  (amidst 
the  urgency  of  his  own  private  affairs),  made  care- 
ful copies  himself  of  all  the  original  letters,  and 
placed  them  in  the  hands  of  the  Editor  for  pri- 
vate publication.  He  has  taken  much  pains  to 
elucidate  the  text  with  notes,  drawn  from  many 
sources.  Mr.  Evelyn  has  also  rendered  the  Editor 
much  valuable  assistance. 

Some  particulars  relating  to  the  death  of  Cap- 
tain Evelyn  were  related  to  the  present  owner 
of  Wotton  more  than  thirty  years  ago,  by  Mr. 
Daniel  Webb  Webber,  of  Dublin,  who  knew  Cap- 
tain Evelyn  personally,  and  was  indeed  a  distant 
connexion  of  the  Evelyn  family.  In  recent  years, 
an  inquiry  was  started  to  ascertain  the  place  of 
burial  of  the  writer  of  these  letters,  in  New  York. 
Nothing  definite  could  be  ascertained,  beyond 
the  fact  that  "an  English  officer  was  interred 
during  the  month  of  October,  1776,  in  the  ground 
of  the  Lutheran  Church  on  Broadway."  For 
their  zealous  and   able  assistance   in  this   inquiry. 
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and  for  valuable  information,  the  thanks  of  both 
Mr.  Evelyn  and  myself  are  particularly  due  to 
Mr.  William  John  Potts,  Mr.  Theodorus  Bailey 
Myers,  Mr.  Charles  Riche  Hildeburn,  Mr.  Ben- 
son J.  Lossing,  and  Mr.  Isaac  J.  Greenwood. 

I  am  also  much  indebted,  in  America,  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Ellery  Dana,  Mr.  Joseph  W.  Drexel, 
Rev.  Charles  W.  Baird,  Mr.  Henry  B.  Dawson, 
Mr.  Henry  P.  Johnston  (author  of  the  "  Cam- 
paign of  1776  around  New  York  and  Brooklyn"), 
Mr.  Benjamin  D.  Hicks,  Mr.  Edward  F.  Delancey, 
Maryland  Historical  Society,  Mr.  R.  A.  Brock, 
Mr.  Charles  Henry  Hart,  Mr.  William  Kelby,  and 
to  Mr.  Spoffard  of  Washington. 

I  am  also  under  special  obligations,  in  England, 
for  the  use  of  family  papers,  to  Col.  E.  W.  Vernon 
Harcourt,  of  Nuneham,  M.P.,  and  Col.  Henry 
Edward  Montresor;  and  to  Major  A.  E.  Lawson 
Lowe,  and  Colonel  J.  L.  Chester,  D.C.L.,  for  valu- 
able genealogical  notes. 


G.  D.  SCULL. 


Rugby  Lodge,  Norham-road, 
Oxford,  October^  1881. 
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CORRIGENDA. 

rage  12,  nth  line  from  top,  instead  (y"Capt.  John  Botiler,"  read  "Cap- 
tain John  Boteler." 

Page  198,  iooi-noit,  for  "March  28,  1776,''  7-ead  "  March  25,  1776." 

Page  208,  4th  line  from  toTp,  for  "  Bomhall "  read  "  Bromhall." 
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GEORGE    EVELYN 

1636 — 1649. 


/^EORGE  EVELYN,  the  eldest  son  of  Robert 
^-^  Evelyn  of  Godstone,  was  entered  at  the 
Middle  Temple,  London,  October  24th,  1620.  In 
1636,  he  embarked  for  America  to  seek  his  for- 
tune, arriving  in  December  at  the  Island  of 
Kent  in  the  Province  of  Maryland,  of  which  his 
friend,  Leonard  Calvert,  was  Governor.  Leonard 
Calvert  constituted  and  appointed  his  "  good  friend 
Captain  George  Evelyn,  of  the  Isle  commonly 
called  Kent,  to  be  Commander  of  the  said  Is- 
land and  the  Inhabitants  thereof,"  on  December 
30,  1637.  Mountjoy,  the  second  son  of  George 
Evelyn,  appears  to  have  followed  his  fa<-her  into 
the  new  settlements,  for  we  find  the  Governor  of 
Virginia,  Sir  William  Berkeley,  Knight,  granted  to 
"Mountjoy  Evelin,  June  20,  1651,"  600  acres  of 
land  in  the  County  of  James  City,  lying  on  the 
South  side  of  the  river.  The  said  600  acres  beine 
made  up  of  several  tracts,  adjoining  lands  of  Ed- 
ward Grandon  and  William  Ewens.  Certain  parts 
of  said  land  belonging  to  Mountjoy  Evelin,  abutting 
on  land  formerly  of  John  Baynham's,  were  granted 
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by  patents  to  said  Baynham,  17  January,  1619, 
and  to  George  Sands,  December  4,  1624;  having 
been  purchased  of  Thomas  Grandon  by  Captain 
George  Evelin,  August  3,  1649,  and  given  by  him 
to  his  son  Mountjoy,  April  28,  1650.  On  the  22nd 
April,  1638,  George  Evelin  ceased  to  be  Comman- 
der of  Kent  Island,  and  was  succeeded  by  William 
Branthwaite. 

The  late  Governor  of  Kent  Island  is  supposed 
to  have  then  removed  his  residence  to  the  banks 
of  James  River,  in  Virginia,  until  his  return  to 
England,  which  must  have  been  a  little  while  before 
the  visit  he  made  to  Sayes  Court,  Deptford,  re- 
corded in  John  Evelyn's  Diary,  Feb.  26th,  1649  : — 

"  Came  to  see  me.  Captain  George  Evelyn  my  Kinsman, 
the  greate  traveller,  and  one  who  believed  himself  a  better 
architect  than  really  he  was,  witness  the  Portico  in  the  gar- 
den at  Wotton  ;  yet  the  great  roome  at  Albury  is  some- 
what better  understood.  He  had  a  large  mind,  but  he 
overbuilt  everything." 

Another  visit  was  paid  on  the  8th  of  June,  1653, 
in  company  with  John  Evelyn's  eldest  brother, 
George  Evelyn  of  Wotton.  Besides  George,  Mount- 
joy,  and  Robert  Evelin,  it  would  appear  that  some 
female  relative  *  of  theirs  also  emigrated  to  Virginia, 
for  in  Bishop  Mead's  "  Old  Churches,  Ministers,  and 
Families  of  Virginia,"  it  is  mentioned  that  in  Bru- 
ton  parish  (Williamsburg) — 

*  Probably  Susan,  the  sister  of  George  and  Robert  Evelyn. 
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"  Mr.  Daniel  Parke,  whose  name  stands  first  on  the  h'st 
of  the  first  vestry  (of  its  church)  in  1676,  was  from  Surrey, 
England,  and  married  a  Miss  Evelyn." 

Mr.  Parke  had  two  daughters,  Frances  and  Lucy. 
Frances  married  John  Custis,  and  their  son's  widow, 
Martha  Dandridge  Custis,  re-married  George  Wash- 
ington. The  other  daughter,  Lucy,  married  Col. 
Wm.  Byrd  ^  and  it  was  at  the  house  of  their  son- 
in-law,  Mr.  Chamberlaine,  that  Washington  first 
met  the  widow  Custis.  Part  of  the  estate  of  the 
Byrds  at  Westover,  on  which  the  present  church 
was  built,  was  called  Evelington,  thus  commemo- 
rating the  Evelyn  alliance  made  some  generations 
before. 

''  The  name  of  Evelyn  has  been  retained  in  the  Byrd  and  Har- 
rison famihes,  even  to  recent  times  ;  for  an  obituary  notice  in  a  late 
Virginia  paper,  mentions  the  death  of  "  George  Evelyn  Harrison, 
Esquire,  of '  Brandon,'  James  river,  in  his  44th  year." 


THE    FIRST   COMMANDER 

OF 

KENT   ISLAND  ^ 


TN  the  month  of  December,  1636,  appeared  on 
Kent  Island  a  person  whose  arrival  occasioned 
no  little  stir  among  the  members  of  Claiborne's 
settlement,  and  who  was  destined  to  exercise  an 
important  influence  over  the  fortunes  of  those  with 
whom  he  thus  became  associated. 

The  new-comer  to  whom  I  allude,  was  George 
Evelin,  the  eldest  son,  if  I  am  rightly  informed, 
of  Robert  Evelin,  of  Godstone,  in  England.  His 
uncle,  Captain  Thomas  Young,  had  been,  or  was 
then  engaged  in  a  trading  enterprise  in  the  Dela- 
ware, (then  generally  known  as  the  Charles  river,) 
and  had  built  a  fort,  or  trading-house,  at  Eriwomeck, 
on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  for  the  purpose  of 
organizing  a  traffic  with  the  natives  of  that  region. 
He  was  accompanied  by  his  nephew,  Robert  Eve- 
lin, a  brother  of  George,  and  probably  by  a  suf- 
ficient company  to  protect  him  from  the  assaults 
of  the  surrounding  tribes  ;  but  his  undertaking  was 
not  prosj^erous,  and  after  a  fair  trial  was  relin- 
quished. 

*  By  permission  of  the  Maryland  Historical  Society. 
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Whether  George  Evelin  was  associated  with 
his  uncle  and  brother  in  this  enterprise  we  do 
not  know  ;  all  that  we  can  assert  is,  that  either 
as  a  casual  visitor,  or,  more  probably,  as  an  agent 
of  Clobery  and  Company,  Claiborne's  partners  in 
England,  he  made  his  appearance  in  Kent,  and 
attached  himself  to  the  settlement  on  Kent  Point. 

The  Kent  islanders,  notwithstanding  their  col- 
lisions with  the  Marylanders  about  eighteen  months 
before,  in  which  the  lives  of  some  of  their  best 
members  were  lost,  and  their  vessels  and  goods 
taken  from  them,  had,  through  the  energy  and 
influence  of  Captain  Claiborne,  been  kept  together, 
and  to  some  extent  furnished  w^ith  proper  supplies 
for  sustenance,  trade,  and  self-protection  ;  and  had, 
in  the  face  of  Governor  Calvert  and  the  people  of 
St.  Mary's,  continued  their  traffic  with  the  natives  in 
the  bay  and  its  tributaries,  and  even  in  the  Potomac 
river  itself.  Not  an  article,  however,  during  that  whole 
period,  was  received  from  the  partners  in  England  ; 
nor  did  they  give  the  slightest  intimation  that  they 
were  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  settlement,  or 
felt  the  least  interest  in  the  progress  or  results  of 
the  enterprise,  which  Claiborne  had,  thus  far,  so 
manfully  sustained.  Ship  after  ship  arrived  in 
Virginia,  by  each  one  of  which  he  was  confident 
he  should  receive  advices  and  supplies  from  his 
partners,  a  confidence  cherished  only  to  be  dis- 
appointed ;  and  after  fruitless  delay,  he  was  obliged. 
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with  renewed  sacrifices,  and  at  greatly  increased 
expense,  to  obtain  those  articles  which  were  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  the  comfort  and  preservation 
of  the  settlers,  and  the  successful  prosecution  of 
their  trade.  It  is  quite  probable  that  this  neglect 
on  the  part  of  Clobery  and  Company,  entailing 
a  great  increase  of  expenditure  upon  Claiborne, 
together  with  the  opposition  and  competition  of 
the  Marylanders,  so  far  consumed  the  profits,  that 
Claiborne  could  make  little  or  no  returns  ;  and  that 
they,  doubting  whether  anything  could  ever  be  re- 
alized from  the  concern,  were  discouraged  from 
making  further  efforts  to  aid  or  sustain  it. 

Things  were  in  this  condition  when  George  Eve- 
lin  appeared  on  the  island.  The  minds  of  the 
people  were  still  excited  by  jealousy  of  Lord  Balti- 
more's settlement ;  and  the  question  of  the  com- 
parative strength  of  Claiborne's  commission,  backed 
by  letters  of  the  King,  and  Lord  Baltimore's  patent, 
was  often  under  discussion.  Evelin,  from  the  first, 
took  the  view  of  the  subject  naturally  popular  on 
the  island.  He  took  pains  positively  to  deny  the 
right  of  jurisdiction  of  the  Marylanders  over  the 
plantation  on  Kent,  and  their  claim  to  exclusive 
trade  in  the  bay ;  and  asserted  that  the  commission 
given  to  Claiborne,  and  his  Majesty's  subsequent 
letter  of  confirmation  against  the  claim  of  Lord 
Baltimore  and  his  agents,  were  of  sufficient  strength 
to  withstand  the    Maryland   patent.     Not   content 
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with  this,  he  even  resorted  to  disparaging  refer- 
ences to  Leonard  Calvert  and  his  family.  "Who 
was  his  grandfather,"  asked  he,  "but  a  grazier?" 
"What  was  his  father?"  "What  was  Leonard 
Calvert  himself  at  school,  but  a  dunce  and  a  block- 
head ;  and  now  has  it  come  to  this,  that  such  a 
fellow  should  be  governor  of  a  province,  and  as- 
sume such  lordly  airs?"  By  such  zealous  and  ap- 
parently sincere  declarations,  and  by  a  shrewd  and 
time-serving  policy,  Evelin  soon  won  the  confidence 
of  the  people,  and  probably  of  Claiborne  himself; 
and  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  bitterest  opponents 
of  Governor  Calvert  and  his  measures,  and  one  of 
the  most  strenuous  supporters  of  Claiborne  and 
Clobery's  claims  to  the  possession  of  Kent  Island, 
and  to  unrestricted  trade. 

But  the  real  designs  of  Evelin  were  soon  to  be 
revealed  in  their  true  colours.  In  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1637,  arrived  in  Virginia  from  England,  the 
"Miss  Sara  and  Elizabeth  ;"  on  board  of  which  was 
a  supply  of  servants  and  goods  destined  for  Kent 
Island,  and  shipped  by  Clobery  and  Company  of 
London.  These  were  taken  up  to  the  island  in 
a  pinnace  belonging  to  one  John  Goodfellow,  of 
Virginia ;  but  instead  of  being  consigned  to  Clai- 
borne, as  he  and  all  expected,  both  goods  and  ser- 
vants were  claimed  by  Evelin  as  a  special  consign- 
ment to  him,  and  the  fact  proved  by  the  proper 
bills   of   lading    and   other   documents.     Claiborne 
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heard  the  assertion  apparently  unmoved ;  and  when 
appealed  to  by  Evelin  for  advice  and  assistance  in 
the  disposal  of  the  goods,  and  the  employment  of 
the  servants, — in  both  of  which  his  experience  had 
been  so  much  more  extensive  than  Evelin's, — 
promptly  and  courteously  complied  with  his  re- 
quest. 

Scarcely  were  the  servants  housed,  and  the  goods 
in  store,  when  Evelin  began  to  act  for  himself,  and 
to  carry  out  the  plan  which  in  all  probability  had 
long  before  been  conceived.  On  the  very  day 
when  the  goods  were  landed,  he  placed  on  board 
the  pinnace  "  Elizabeth"  a  quantity  of  trading  cloth, 
and  several  axes,  and  left  for  the  Potomac  river, 
ostensibly  for  the  purpose  of  trading  with  the 
natives. 

With  this  supply  of  servants  and  goods,  came 
also  a  letter  of  instructions,  and  a  power  of  attorney 
from  Clobery  and  Company,  requesting  Claiborne 
to  assign  to  Evelin  the  control  of  the  settlements, 
servants,  goods,  and  all  property  belonging  to  the 
joint  stock,  and  to  come  to  England  for  the  pur- 
pose of  explaining  his  proceedings  and  adjusting 
accounts, — first  making  out  and  exchanging  with 
Evelin  an  accurate  inventory  of  all  the  property 
transferred,  and  receiving  from  him  a  bond  for  the 
safe  keeping  of  the  Company's  property,  and  the 
faithful  management  of  its  affairs.  Claiborne,  not 
unwilling  to  change  the  scene  of  his  labors,   and 
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anxious  to  vindicate  in  person  to  his  partners  and 
his  sovereign  his  own  conduct,  as  well  as  to  repre- 
sent in  its  true  light  that  of  his  opponents,  allowed 
Evelin,  without  opposition  or  remonstrance,  to  as- 
sume the  direction  of  affairs,  and  commenced  his 
preparations  for  a  voyage  to  England. 

Claiborne's  arrangements  were  completed  by  the 
middle  of  May ;  but,  in  the  meantime,  a  close  ob- 
servation of  Evelin's  movements,  had  led  him  to 
distrust  his  intentions,  and  to  suspect  that  probably 
he  was  no  friend  to  him  or  to  the  settlement,  and 
that  he  was  disposed  to  recognize  the  claims  of 
Governor  Calvert,  if  not  already  negotiating  with 
him  for  the  surrender  of  the  island  to  his  juris- 
diction. 

Deprived  of  the  command  and  of  all  control  by 
the  action  of  his  partners,  Claiborne  could  do  but 
little.  Still  he  determined  to  make  one  effort  to 
preserve  the  island,  and  forestall  the  aims  of  Eve- 
lin ;  and  on  the  i8th  of  May,  a  few  days  before  his 
departure,  calling  a  meeting  of  the  freemen  and 
servants  on  the  island,  in  their  presence  he  pro- 
posed to  Evelin,  that,  if  he  would  give  him  for  the 
use  of  Clobery  and  Company,  a  bond  of  ^3,000 
not  to  alienate  or  sell  the  island,  or  any  part  of  it 
to  the  Marylanders  or  others,  and  not  to  remove 
or  carry  away  any  of  the  servants  from  the  plan- 
tation, he  would  deliver  over  to  him  all  the  goods, 
servants   and    property    on    the    island,    belonging 
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to  Clobery  and  Company,  according  to  an  inven- 
tory made  by  himself  and  Evelin  according  to 
instructions,  of  which  each  had  a  copy.  EveHn 
refused  to  give  any  such  instrument ;  upon  which, 
Claiborne  declared  that  for  his  own  part,  and  so 
far  as  he  had  any  interest  in  the  concern  or  con- 
trol over  its  affairs,  he  would  assign  no  part  of 
the  plantation  or  property  to  him.  Evelin  haught- 
ily replied  that  he  wanted  no  assignment  from 
Claiborne,  and  would  have  possession  of  the  pro- 
perty, which  even  now  was  under  his  exclusive  con- 
trol, whether  he  was  willing  or  not ;  and  if  no 
other  means  would  serve,  the  law  would  very  soon 
make  him  master  of  the  whole,  to  direct  and  dis- 
pose of  as  he  pleased.  As  to  Claiborne,  he  roughly 
insinuated  he  had  now  nothing  to  do  with  the  con- 
cern, and  no  authority  to  dictate  to  him.  Finding 
his  effort  ineffectual,  Claiborne  soon  after  departed 
from  the  island  on  which  he  had  seen  so  many 
vicissitudes,  and  which  was  endeared  to  him  by 
the  very  struggles  and  sacrifices  he  had  been  obliged 
to  make  in  order  to  defend  and  retain  it,  and  went 
down  the  bay  towards  the  ship  which  was  to  bear 
him  to  his  native  land. 

Before  sailing,  he  had  another  interview  with 
Evelin,  on  board  the  pinnace  "  Elizabeth,"  in  which 
he  demanded  that  Evelin,  conjointly  with  himself, 
should  sign  and  exchange  the  inventories  of  the 
Company's  estate ;    and    again   urged    him   to  give 
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bond  for  the  proper  use  and  preservation  of  the 
property,  as  was  enjoined  in  the  instructions  of 
Clobery  and  Company,  but  neither  of  these  could 
he  be  persuaded  to  do.  Abandoning  all  further 
efforts,  Claiborne  left  affairs  to  take  their  course, 
and  sailed  for  Enofland. 

No  sooner  was  the  vessel  well  out  of  sisfht 
than  Evelin  proceeded  to  Kecoughtan,  and  re- 
ported that  Claiborne  had  absconded  in  a  pinnace 
belonging  to  one  Captain  Gaynes  ;  and  exhibiting 
the  power  of  attorney  from  Clobery  and  Company, 
declared  that  it  had  been  prepared  with  the  express 
object  of  removing  Claiborne  from  the  superintend- 
ence of  the  Company's  affairs,  and  transferring  to 
himself  all  the  property  belonging  to  them,  either 
in  Kent  Island  or  Virorinia. 

On  the  strength  of  this  instrument  and  Evelin's 
representations,  Captain  Hook,  a  member  of  the 
Council  of  Virginia,  and  commander  of  the  fort  at 
Kecoughtan,  decided  that  Evelin  was  entitled  to 
possession  of  all  the  pinnaces,  boats,  and  other 
property,  formerly  held  by  Captain  Claiborne  for 
the  Company,  which  might  be  found  within  that 
jurisdiction.  On  the  strength  of  this  decision,  Eve- 
lin at  once  made  seizure  of  the  pinnace  "  Elizabeth," 
the  property  of  the  Company,  then  lying  at  Ke- 
coughtan with  a  valuable  cargo  on  board ;  but, 
to  make  assurance  double  sure,  he  obtained  a  war- 
rant from  Captain  Hook,  ordering  the  commander 
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of  the  pinnace  with  all  her  lading  to  James  city, 
to  which  place  he  repaired  ;  and  laying  his  power 
of  attorney  from  Clobery  and  Company  before 
the  Governor  and  Council,  petitioned  for  a  warrant 
under  their  authority  for  the  seizure  and  disposal, 
according  to  his  best  judgment,  of  all  goods  and 
boats  in  that  colony,  belonging  to  Clobery  and 
Company,  or  to  Claiborne.  This  was  granted  ; 
and  he  now  felt  assured  that  he  could  pursue  his 
designs  unobstructed.  Still,  feeling  somewhat  dis- 
trustful of  Captain  John  Botiler,  the  master  of 
the  pinnace,  he  induced  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil to  require  a  bond  from  him  that  he  would  in 
no  way  interfere  with,  or  oppose  Evelin's  future 
proceedings  relative  to  the  Isle  of  Kent,  and  the 
property  of  the  Company  there  and  elsewhere. 
This  obtained,  he  sold  to  various  parties  in  Vir- 
ginia the  cargo  of  the  "  Elizabeth,"  consisting  prin- 
cipally of  corn  and  tobacco,  valued  at  four  hun- 
dred pounds  sterling  ;  and  gratified  with  the  suc- 
cess of  his  operations  thus  far,  departed  for  Kent 
Island,  to  continue  there  the  development  of  his 
well-considered  plans. 

There,  on  his  arrival,  he  made  formal  and  public 
proclamation  of  the  letter  of  attorney  transmitted 
to  him  by  Clobery  and  Company,  by  virtue  of  which 
he  took  possession,  and  assumed  the  sole  control 
of,  "  all  the  plantations,  houses,  goods,  mills,  ser- 
vants,   and   whatsoever   else   belonged   to   Clobery 
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and  Company,"  on  the  island.  No  opposition 
was  made  to  his  proceedings,  even  by  Claiborne's 
staunchest  friends.  By  this  measure,  the  various 
plantations  laid  out  by  the  freemen  and  others, 
were  subjected  to  his  supervision ;  the  servants, 
thirty-six  in  number,  were  placed  under  his  orders  ; 
the  mills,  one  of  which  was  completed  and  two 
were  unfinished,  were  to  be  kept  going  or  to  be 
completed ;  the  manufacture  of  pipe  -  staves  was 
to  be  prosecuted,  the  inhabitants  were  to  be  kept 
supplied  with  provisions,  and  the  manifold  details 
of  the  trading  operations  were  to  be  attended  to, 
from  which  the  means  of  subsistence  and  the  profits 
of  the  enterprize  were  mostly  to  be  derived.  Had 
he  devoted  himself  to  the  discharge  of  his  duties 
of  supervision  and  control  with  the  same  zeal  and 
fidelity  that  had  been  shewn  by  Claiborne,  he  would 
have  found  his  powers  taxed  to  the  uttermost,  and 
the  settlement  could  not  but  have  flourished,  and 
proved  profitable  to  its  projectors.  But  Evelin 
had  other  and  far  different  aims,  which  would  not 
be  promoted  by  tying  himself  down  to  a  personal 
supervision  of  the  business  on  the  island.  Ac- 
cordingly, he  appointed  John  Walker  overseer  of 
the  settlement,  and  John  Sturman,  jun.,  keeper  of 
the  books ;  set  John  Sturman,  sen.,  and  Thomas 
Keyme,  coopers,  to  work  at  making  pipe-staves, 
assisted  by  Howell  Morgan,  Thomas  White,  John 
Sturman,   Roger    Baxter,   William    Porter,    Samuel 
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Scovell,  and  Matthew  Royden,  servants  ;  and  made 
Robert  Turtle,  a  mill-wright,  superintendent  of  the 
mill,  which  was  adapted  for  grinding  corn.  Turtle 
was  soon  after  superseded  by  William  Porter,  who 
was  withdrawn  from  his  work  on  pipe-staves,  to 
act  as  miller  in  his  place ;  and  he,  in  company 
with  Philip  West,  John  Hobson,  and  William  Wil- 
liamson, was  employed  in  the  erection  of  a  new  mill. 

From  this  latter  arrangement,  it  might  have 
been  inferred  that  he  anticipated  so  large  an  in- 
crease of  trade,  and  such  copious  supplies  of  corn, 
under  his  own  management,  as  to  render  additional 
means  of  preparing  meal  necessary ;  but  the  sequel 
proved  that  this  was  by  no  means  the  case.  At 
what  time,  or  in  what  manner  his  necjotiations 
with  the  Governor  of  Maryland  first  commenced, 
cannot  be  now  ascertained ;  but  certain  it  is,  that 
by  this  time  he  had  fully  made  up  his  mind  that 
St.  Mary's  was  a  more  eligible  place  for  a  resi- 
dence, and  presented  more  inducements  for  a  trader 
than  Kent  Island,  which  was  isolated,  exposed  to 
the  savages,  and  unhealthy ;  and  that  his  chance 
of  honour  and  profit  would  be  much  greater  as 
a  member  of  the  colony,  than  as  overseer  of  a  set- 
tlement which  had  to  struggle  against  the  neglect 
of  its  projectors,  the  hostility  of  the  savage,  and  the 
opposition  of  Lord  Baltimore  and  his  friends. 

He  opened,  therefore,  intercourse  with  the  peo- 
ple of  St.  Mary's,  and  zealously  devoted  himself  to 


KENT    ISLAND.  I  5 

a  Study  of  the  charter  of  Maryland,  in  order  to 
ascertain  whether  the  stroncr  assertions  he  had 
ventured  to  make  on  his  first  arrival  at  Kent 
Island,  as  to  the  strenofth  of  Claiborne's  claim,  as 
against  that  of  Lord  Baltimore,  were  well  founded. 
He  discovered,  too,  that  youthful  impressions  are  not 
always  to  be  relied  on  ;  that  whatever  might  have 
been  the  stupidity  and  awkwardness  of  Leonard 
Calvert,  when  a  boy,  the  schooling  of  the  world 
and  the  struggle  of  life  had  marvellously  sharp- 
ened his  wits,  and  polished  his  manners  ;  so  that 
he  never  could  have  detected  in  the  shrewd, 
thoughtful,  firm  and  courteous  Governor  of  Mary- 
land, the  dull,  backward,  clumsy  schoolboy  of  his 
younger  days. 

The  result  of  his  intercourse  with  the  Mary- 
landers,  and  of  his  study  of  the  relative  positions 
of  the  two  establishments,  was  a  conviction  that 
Kent  Island  could  not  stand  against  St.  Mary's, 
and  a  determination  to  unite  his  fortune  with  the 
latter,  and  to  effect  a  reduction  of  the  island  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Maryland  government,  as 
soon  as  it  could  safely  be  done.  Whether  any 
reward  was  offered  to  him  in  prospective,  cannot 
be  ascertained ;  all  that  we  know  is,  that  in  the 
course  of  his  proceedings  he  became  proprietor 
of  a  lordly  manor,  and  was  the  means  of  accom- 
plishing the  reduction  of  Kent,  of  which,  even 
before  it  was  actually  accomplished,  he  was  made 
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Commander,  by  a  commission  from  the  Governor 
of  Maryland. 

His  first  step,  after  his  course  had  been  decided 
on,  was  to  secure  the  good  will  and  influence  of 
several  of  the  most  popular  among  the  servants 
on  the  island,  by  giving  them  their  freedom,  or 
setting  them  free  before  the  expiration  of  their 
period  of  service,  or  transferring  them  to  other 
hands,  on  the  payment  of  a  moderate  amount  in 
tobacco,  almost  the  sole  currency  of  that  period. 
Original  Brown  received  a  full  discharge  from  ser- 
vice ;  Thomas  Audley  and  John  Scarborough  were 
transferred  to  Sergeant  Hugh  Hey  ward  for  six 
hundred  pounds  of  tobacco  a-year ;  Edmund  Parry 
was  released  from  his  indentures  for  three  hundred, 
and  John  Walker  for  four  hundred,  pounds  of  to- 
bacco yearly  ;  and  Vincent  Mansfield's  remaining 
time  of  service  was  transferred  to  Nicholas  Wright, 
for  two  hundred  pounds  of  the  same  currency. 

Having  prepared  the  way,  he  now  openly  avowed 
his  preference  of  Maryland  to  Kent  Island,  as  a 
place  of  residence,  and  his  determination  to  take 
up  a  tract,  and  settle  there ;  and  made  frequent 
visits  to  St.  Mary's,  professedly  with  the  object 
of  entering  into  negotiations  for  obtaining  a  grant 
of  land  from  the  Governor,  It  is  probable  that 
this  did  form  one  topic  of  discussion  between  him 
and  Leonard  Calvert,  but  by  no  means  the  only 
one.       Evelin's    mind    had    now   become    absorbed 
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with  the  idea  of  obtaining  a  large  tract  near  St. 
Mary's,  and  making  himself  a  prominent  member 
of  the  new  colony ;  and  no  service  that  he  could 
render  was  more  likely  to  give  him  eclat,  or  win 
for  him  the  substantial  gratitude  of  the  Lord  Pro- 
prietary, than  the  reduction  of  the  settlement,  which 
from  the  beginning  had  been  a  stumbling  block  in 
the  way  of  his  colony,  quietly  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  his  brother.  This,  he  felt  confident  he  could 
accomplish.  Calvert,  however,  was  far  less  eager 
upon  the  subject  than  Evelin.  He  was  willing, 
and  rather  preferred,  to  await  the  result  of  Cap- 
tain Claiborne's  visit  to  England,  choosing  rather 
to  act  upon  instructions  flowing  from  decisions 
made  after  a  full  investigation  of  the  case  by  the 
higher  authorities  in  London,  than  to  adopt 
a  course  which,  with  the  king's  known  prepos- 
sessions in  favour  of  Claiborne,  might  place  him 
in  a  false  position,  and  subject  the  colony  and  him- 
self to  serious  embarrassment.  There  was  no 
hindrance,  however,  thrown  in  the  way  of  Eve- 
lin's  becoming  a  member  of  the  colony ;  and  on 
one  of  the  visits  which  he  made  to  St.  Mary's, 
not  long  after  the  departure  of  Claiborne,  the  terms 
of  the  contract  were  settled  ;  and  he  who  had  left 
Kent  Island  on  one  day  as  plain  Mr.,  or  at  the  high- 
est Captain  Evelin,  returned  on  the  next,  the  pro- 
prietor of  broad  lands,  and  ''Lord  of  the  Ma7ior 
of  Evelinto7t!' 

D 
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Now  that  his  interests  were  so  closely  identified 
with  those  of  the  Maryland  colony,  his  attention 
to  his  duties  as  the  agent  of  Clobery  and  Com- 
pany, to  the  business  of  the  settlement,  and  the 
wants  of  the  servants  and  people,  diminished  day 
by  day ;  while  his  anxiety  to  improve  his  manorial 
grounds,  and  to  gain  credit  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Marylanders  by  bringing  Kent  Island  under  their 
jurisdiction,  visibly  increased.  The  goods  which 
had  been  entrusted  to  him  for  the  purpose  of 
maintaining  the  trade  of  the  island  with  the  In- 
dians, were  diverted  from  their  proper  purpose. 
A  part  were  sold  to  such  inhabitants  of  the  island 
as  were  willing  to  purchase  them,  others  were  sent 
to  James  River,  and  sold  to  the  Virginians ;  a 
portion  was  placed  in  the  possession  of  his  son 
Mountjoy,  who  was  placed  with  the  chief  of  the 
Patomecks,  to  trade  and  learn  the  Indian  lan- 
guage ;  and  such  articles  as  would  prove  saleable 
in  St.  Mary's,  or  available  in  "  setting  up  his  plan- 
tation," were  without  scruple  transferred  to  Mary- 
land. Nor  did  he  content  himself  with  articles  of 
merchandise.  Articles  of  household  use  that  had 
been  left  by  Claiborne,  and  even  the  ornamental 
and  fruit  trees  from  the  garden  and  orchard  that 
had  been  tastefully  laid  out  by  him,  adjoining  his 
former  place  of  residence,  were  without  scruple 
transferred  to  Evelinton,  to  furnish  out  the  new 
establishment  of  the  lord  of  the  manor,  and  orna- 
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ment  and  improve  his  newly-planned  grounds. 
Finally,  a  supply  of  servants  was  wanting,  to  en- 
able him  to  keep  up  the  dignity  of  his  new  posi- 
tion, and  to  cultivate  a  portion  of  the  territory  of 
which  he  had  become  the  proprietor :  and  John 
Ayscue,  Edward  Deering,  Andrew  Baker,  Thomas 
Baker,  William  Williamson  and  wife,  John  Hatch, 
Philip  West,  John  Dandy  and  John  Hobson,  ser- 
vants, indented  to  Clobery  and  Company,  to  serve 
them  for  a  term  of  years  on  Kent  Island,  were 
withdrawn  from  their  occupations  there  as  car- 
penters and  field-hands,  carried  to  Maryland,  and 
employed  in  erecting  buildings,  cultivating  the  soil, 
and  other  labour  on  the  Manor  of  Evelinton. 

The  effect  of  these  proceedings  upon  the  settle- 
ment upon  Kent  was  paralyzing  and  ruinous. 
Nearly  one  half  of  the  effective  labouring  force 
on  the  island  was  lost  to  the  service  of  the  propri- 
etors, by  being  freed  from  their  indentures,  trans- 
ferred to  other  employers,  or  transported  to  Mary- 
land for  his  own  benefit ;  the  greater  part  of  the 
goods  belonging  to  the  joint  stock  had  been  sold 
on  the  island,  or  distributed  for  sale  in  Virginia 
and  Maryland :  there  was  no  trade,  since  there 
was  no  merchandise  with  which  to  obtain  corn  or 
furs  from  the  natives :  or,  if  there  was,  Evelin 
would  not  allow  it  to  be  used  for  that  purpose. 
He  who  had  been  appointed  in  Claiborne's  place 
to  superintend  affairs  and  carry  on  the  usual  traffic, 
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was  absorbed  in  his  Maryland  business  and  ne- 
glected the  settlement,  or  thought  of  it  only  to 
consider  how  it  might  be  most  readily  annexed  to 
the  Maryland  government,  and  thus  his  care  of 
it,  and  his  responsibility  to  Clobery  and  Company, 
taken  off  his  hands. 

As  a  natural  consequence  of  his  mismanagement 
and  neglect,  the  affairs  of  the  settlement  not  only 
fell  into  confusion,  but  the  people  began  to  feel  the 
want  of  corn,  which  they  did  not  raise  in  quantities 
sufficient  for  their  own  supply,  and  of  other  pro- 
visions, so  that  they  were  at  times  on  the  point 
of  starvation.  Yet,  while  he  was  refusing  to  use 
the  merchandise  in  his  hands  to  barter  with  the 
Indians  for  corn,  or  to  place  it  in  the  hands  of 
the  people  of  Kent  for  that  purpose,  he  did  not 
scruple  to  sell  to  Governor  Calvert,  for  beaver  and 
gunpowder,  pieces  of  Dutch  trading  cloth  and  other 
goods,  with  which  Calvert  went  among  the  Sus- 
quehanocks  and  obtained  a  good  supply  of  corn  for 
his  colony.  Urged  by  the  people,  and  having  de- 
prived himself  of  the  greater  part  of  his  means  for 
obtaining  supplies  from  the  natives,  he  did  at  last 
ask  of  the  governor  a  share  of  the  proceeds  of  his 
trade,  which  was  unceremoniously  refused.  He  then 
placed  in  the  hands  of  Thomas  Smith,  who  had 
the  charge  of  Claiborne's  advanced  trading-port  on 
Palmer's  Island  in  the  mouth  of  the  Susquehannah, 
fifty  or  sixty  yards  of  damaged  Dutch  cloth,  a  few 
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axes  and  other  articles,  with  directions  to  deliver 
the  corn  he  mio-ht  obtain  in  exchangee  at  the  mill. 
Smith  promptly  obeyed,  and  soon  delivered  to 
Robert  Turtle,  the  miller,  forty  bushels  of  corn ; 
but  scarcely  had  the  supply  been  ground,  when 
an  order  came  from  Evelln  for  fifty  bushels  of 
meal,  which,  instead  of  distributing  to  relieve  the 
wants  of  the  people  on  the  island,  he  sent  to  Mary- 
land, where  also  a  great  scarcity  of  this  essential 
article  of  food  prevailed.  Remonstrances  and  ap- 
peals from  the  inhabitants  were  of  no  effect ;  his 
only  answer  to  their  complaints  was,  "  that  they 
must  get  oysters  and  shift  for  themselves  ;  that 
he  had  neither  meat  nor  corn  for  them,  and  knew 
not  where  to  get  any." 

There  must  have  been  great  suffering,  if  not 
an  actual  famine,  upon  the  island,  had  not  some 
of  Claiborne's  friends  stood  by  his  people  in  their 
extremity.  By  the  efforts  of  Thomas  Smith  and 
Mrs.  Gertrude  James,  both  devoted  friends  of  Clai- 
borne, supplies  of  corn  were,  from  time  to  time, 
brought  to  the  island,  and  the  people  kept  com- 
fortably, though  not  abundantly,  supplied  with 
provisions. 

While  thus  neglectful  of  the  Company's  business, 
and  indifferent  to  the  comfort  of  those  he  was 
bound  to  supply  with  provision  and  work,  Eve- 
lin  was  not  sparing  of  efforts  to  bring  the  peo- 
ple over  to  his  opinion  in   favor  of  the   Maryland 
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government,  and  to  induce  them  by  their  own 
act  to  surrender  the  island  to  Governor  Calvert. 
Finding  his  arguments  failed  to  make  an  impres- 
sion, he  endeavoured  to  sow  discord  and  spread 
discontent  among  the  servants ;  but  many,  if  not 
most  of  them,  were  Claiborne's  friends  and  fellow- 
colonists,  having  been  hired  by  him  in  Virginia, 
and  could  not  be  easily  induced  to  turn  traitors 
to  one  who  had  ever  proved  himself  their  friend, 
whose  energy  and  fairness  had  commanded  their 
respect,  and  whose  courteous  manners  had  won 
their  esteem. 

Impatient  and  vexed  by  his  ill-success,  Evelin 
again  went  over  to  St.  Mary's;  and  representing 
the  impossibility  of  inducing  the  Kent  Islanders 
quietly,  and  of  their  own  accord,  to  submit  to  his 
government,  urged  Governor  Calvert  to  try  the 
effect  of  force.  Calvert  was  extremely  averse  to 
the  adoption  of  violent  measures,  and  declined  to 
resort  to  these,  until  at  least  one  more  effort  had 
been  made.  It  was  agreed,  therefore,  that  re- 
garding Kent  Island  as  a  dependency  upon  Mary- 
land, Captain  Evelin  should  receive  a  commis- 
sion from  Governor  Calvert  as  commander  of  the 
island ;  and  in  this  capacity,  and  accompanied  by 
a  commissioner  from  Maryland,  bearing  with  him 
the  charter  of  the  colony,  he  should  visit  the  island, 
assemble  the  people,  and  make  a  final  appeal  to 
them ;    attempting    to    shew   them    the    equity    of 
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Lord  Baltimore's  claim  to  the  island,  the  weak- 
ness of  Claiborne's,  and  the  reason  why  it  would 
be  vastly  more  for  their  interests  in  every  point 
of  view  to  submit  to  Lord  Baltimore,  and  live 
under  the  charter  and  laws  of  Maryland,  than  to 
adhere  to  Claiborne,  and  be  subjected  to  the  re- 
strictive laws  of  Virginia. 

The  commission  was  duly  drawn ;  and  in  the 
month  of  November,  1637,  "•  the  first  commander 
of  Kent  Island"  accompanied  by  Mr.  Zachary  Mot- 
tershead  of  St.  Mary's,  bearing  the  charter  of  Mary- 
land, landed  on  the  island  to  promulgate  his  ap- 
pointment, and  try  the  effect  of  his  new  authority. 
By  virtue  of  his  commission,  he  summoned  all  the 
freemen  and  inhabitants  upon  the  island  to  meet 
him  at  the  fort ;  and  there  the  sturdy  population 
assembled,  to  learn  what  this  new  mission  por- 
tended. 

Evelin  began  by  proposing  that  the  charter  of 
Maryland,  brought  over  for  the  purpose  by  Mr, 
Mottershead,  should  be  read,  so  that  the  people 
might  hear  and  understand  its  provisions  ;  but  there 
was  no  manifestation  of  willingness,  or  a  desire  to 
listen  on  their  part.  "  Do  you  stand  and  act  here 
as  an  agent  of  Clobery  and  Company,  or  of  the 
Marylanders  ?"  demanded  Mr.  John  Boteler,  a  friend 
of  Claiborne,  and  highly  respected  on  the  island. 
"  For  both,"  was  Evelin's  reply.  He  then  went  on 
to  address  those  assembled,  acknowledging,  in  the 
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first  place,  that  he  had  formerly  spoken  against  the 
Maryland  patent,  and  in  favor  of  Captain  Claiborne's 
commission  as  strong  enough  to  resist  it ;  and  that 
he  had  expressed  the  opinion  in  that  place,  and  to 
most  of  his  hearers,  that  the  Marylanders  had  no- 
thinof  to  do  with  the  Island  of  Kent.  It  misfht 
therefore  seem  strange  that  one  who  had  so  vio- 
lently opposed  the  claims  of  the  Marylanders,  should 
now  appear  acting  under  a  commission  from  them, 
and  endeavouring  to  overthrow  the  pretensions  of 
those  whose  rights  he  had  at  first  so  strongly  as- 
serted. His  justification  for  this  apparent  incon- 
sistency was  the  fact,  that  he  had  not  then  seen 
the  Maryland  charter,  and  that  he  was  mistaken  as 
to  its  provisions,  as  well  as  in  regard  to  the  extent 
and  nature  of  Captain  Claiborne's  authority ;  but, 
having  since  carefully  examined  and  studied  the  na- 
ture of  the  grants  conceded  to  both,  he  had  changed 
his  opinion,  as  he  believed  they  would  do,  if  they 
would  only  consent  to  make  a  similar  investigation. 

He  then  endeavoured  to  shew  the  folly  and 
danger  of  continuing  their  opposition  to  the  Go- 
vernor of  Maryland,  asserting  that  he  had  abund- 
ant power,  if  he  chose  to  employ  it,  to  compel  them 
to  obedience ;  and  if  he  had  not,  the  Governor  of 
Virginia,  who  had  recently  returned  from  England, 
and  brought  positive  orders  from  the  King  that  the 
island  should  be  under  the  government  of  Maryland, 
was  ready  to  render  him  assistance,   if  they  would 
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not  consent  quietly  to  tender  their  submission.  As 
for  himself,  with  his  present  convictions  he  could 
not  countenance  further  opposition,  but  must  con- 
cede the  right  of  Governor  Calvert  to  use  force  to 
obtain  his  rights,  if  remonstrance  and  negotiation 
were  of  no  avail. 

"  But,"  continued  he,  "  why  should  he  be  com- 
pelled to  use  violence  ?  your  present  situation,  your 
future  prospects,  the  comparative  advantages  offered 
by  the  rich  soil  of  St.  Mary's  and  this  low  marshy 
island, — by  the  laws  of  Maryland  and  those  of  Vir- 
ginia, ought  to  offer  sufficient  inducements  to  men 
who  pay  the  least  regard  to  their  own  comfort  or 
interest.  Why  should  you  sacrifice  yourselves  to 
the  pretended  claims  of  Claiborne  and  his  partners  ? 
Every  consideration  is  in  favor  of  submission.  Even 
if  you  remain  on  the  island,  it  will  be  infinitely  better 
for  you  to  live  under  the  rule  of  Lord  Baltimore's 
Governor,  than  under  his  Majesty's  Governor  of 
Virginia.  By  his  Lordship's  charter  you  may  carry 
your  tobacco,  your  pipe-staves,  and  your  other  com- 
modities into  what  countries  you  please ;  an  advan- 
tage which,  as  subjects  of  Virginia,  you  cannot  en- 
joy. As  Marylanders,  you  may  profit  by  the  high 
prices  of  tobacco  in  Holland  and  in  Spain ;  but  as 
Virginians,  your  only  market  must  be  the  mother 
country,  depressed  as  it  often  is  by  competition  and 
over-supplies." 

After  bringing  forward  all  the  arguments  he  could 
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adduce  in  favor  of  Lord  Baltimore's  charter,  and 
presenting  all  the  inducements  he  could  imagine  for 
his  hearers  to  submit  to  it,  he  proceeded  to  discuss 
Captain  Claiborne's  right  to  the  island  and  to  trade ; 
and  insisted  that  his  commission  was  intended  for 
Nova  Scotia  and  other  places  in  and  near  New  Eng- 
land, but  conferred  no  authority  to  trade  in  the  Bay 
of  Virginia  or  Maryland.  Claiborne  therefore  had 
nothing  to  do  there ;  but  even  if  he  had,  his  com- 
mission was  weak  and  defective,  and  could  not  be 
compared  to  the  charter  of  Maryland  for  the  extent 
and  value  of  the  privileges  definitely  bestowed  on 
those  who  should  become  settlers  under  it.  Fur- 
thermore he  maintained,  that  even  by  the  terms  of 
the  power  of  attorney  granted  him  by  Clobery  and 
Company,  he  was  but  acting  in  furtherance  of  their 
interests  in  requiring  their  submission ;  and  in  proof 
of  his  assertion,  ordered  that  the  document  should 
be  read.  Here,  again,  Mr.  Boteler  stepped  forward, 
and  replied,  "  What  needs  that,  Captain  Evelin  ? 
Nobody  doth  interrupt  or  hinder  you  in  the  mer- 
chants' business.  You  have  done  already,  and  may 
do  what  you  please  in  that  respect,  none  of  us  will 
meddle  therewith." 

This  assurance  of  submission  to  his  authority  and 
directions,  as  far  as  his  connection  with  the  business- 
matters  of  the  settlement  was  concerned,  was  re- 
iterated by  the  freemen  and  servants  present ;  but 
all   his   eloquence   failed    to   persuade   them    of   the 
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superior  rights  of  Lord  Baltimore  :  and  his  strong 
appeals  to  their  self-interest  seemed  only  to  confirm 
them  in  their  determination  to  stand  by  their  old 
friend  Claiborne,  and  to  remain  under  the  govern- 
ment of  Virginia.  Convinced  at  last  that  further 
argument  or  appeal  was  useless,  Evelin  left  the 
island,  determined,  if  he  had  any  influence  with 
Governor  Calvert,  that  the  use  of  stringent  mea- 
sures should  no  longer  be  deferred. 

Having  detailed  to  Governor  Calvert  the  par- 
ticulars, and  the  ill-success  of  his  mission,  he  again 
urged  the  immediate  organization  of  an  armed  ex- 
pedition for  the  reduction  of  the  island.  But  Cal- 
vert was  as  cool  and  calculating  as  Evelin  was  hot- 
tempered  and  impulsive ;  violent  and  hasty  mea- 
sures did  not  please  him ;  time,  and  the  action  on 
the  other  side  of  the  water,  he  was  inclined  to  think 
would  bring  the  whole  matter  right.  He  was  in 
favor  of  waiting  for  news  from  England,  that  the 
result  of  Captain  Claiborne's  mission  might  be 
known ;  but  Evelin  was  not  disposed  to  wait.  He 
busied  himself  in  exciting  the  feelings  of  the  in- 
habitants of  St.  Mary's ;  applauded  those  ready  for 
action,  stimulated  the  lukewarm,  and  interested  the 
indifferent  by  the  promise  of  rich  pillage  on  the 
island,  pledging  himself  in  some  instances  to  pay 
parties,  whose  excuse  was  that  they  could  not  afford 
to  lose  their  earnings  for  the  time  of  service,  one 
hundred  pounds  of  tobacco  per  week,  on  condition 
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that  he  should  receive  their  share  of  the  spoils, — 
and  this  he  actually  did.  The  art  of  manufacturing 
public  opinion  was,  it  seems,  understood  and  prac- 
tised even  in  the  earlier  days  of  our  colony ;  and 
Governor  Calvert  was  soon  made  to  feel  the  "  pres- 
sure from  without,"  created  by  Evelin's  intercourse 
with  the  people.  Wearied  with  his  importunities, 
and  persuaded  that  the  inhabitants  would  sustain 
him,  Calvert  finally  consented  to  lead  an  expedition 
against  the  island,  saying,  as  he  gave  his  assent, 
that  he  should  have  preferred  to  wait  somewhat 
longer ;  but  Evelin  had  become  so  importunate 
that  he  would  not  let  him  sleep  in  his  bed,  and  he 
was  determined  to  settle  the  troublesome  affair  by 
collecting  a  force,  and  proceeding  with  it  to  the 
island. 

About  forty  men  were  assembled  and  armed,  and 
left  St.  Mary's  in  boats  on  a  cold  day  in  the  month 
of  December,  1637.  At  that  inclement  season  in 
particular,  the  Kent  islanders  would  have  little  ex- 
pectation of  an  attack ;  though  it  does  not  appear 
that  at  any  time  apprehension  was  entertained  that 
an  armed  force  would  come  against  them.  Captain 
Evelin  either  accompanied  the  expedition,  or  met 
them  on  the  shore,  which  they  reached  at  night, 
and  guided  them  to  the  fort,  that  fell  into  their 
possession  without  resistance.  The  next  morning 
the  astonished  people  found  their  stronghold  in  the 
hands   of  their  rivals,   themselves   overawed  by  an 
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armed  force,  their  island  declared  of  right  and  by- 
conquest  a  dependency  of  the  government  of  Mary- 
land, and  the  jurisdiction  of  Claiborne  and  his  part- 
ners, under  the  government  of  Virginia,  at  an  end. 

Resistance  was  evidently  useless ;  and  the  Kent 
islanders  made  a  merit  of  necessity,  and  submitted, 
though  with  little  show  of  good-will,  to  the  govern- 
ment imposed  on  them  by  Governor  Calvert.  Some 
few,  however,  made  a  more  marked  display  of  their 
reluctance  to  come  under  the  Maryland  rule  than 
was  pleasing  to  the  Governor ;  and  the  most  pro- 
minent of  these,  Thomas  Smith  and  John  Boteler, 
were  carried  away  by  him  when  he  departed  from 
the  island,  and  kept  in  custody  at  St.  Mary's  until 
security  for  their  peaceable  demeanour  was  entered 
into  by  Richard  Thompson,  one  of  their  friends. 

On  the  30th  of  December,  1637,  a  new  com- 
mission was  issued  at  St.  Mary's,  addressed  by 
"  Leonard  Calvert,  Governor  of  Maryland,  to  his 
good  friend  Captain  George  Evelin,  of  the  Isle 
commonly  called  Kent,"  declaring  his  willingness 
to  provide  for  the  good  government  of  that  island, 
"being  of  right  a  member  of  the  province;"  and 
on  account  of  his  especial  confidence  in  the  trust, 
wisdom,  and  well -approved  experience  of  Evelin, 
appointing  him  commander  of  the  island  and  its  in- 
habitants. Power  was  likewise  given  him  to  select 
six  or  more  able  and  sufficient  men  from  the  in- 
habitants of  the  island   to  act  as   council,   and   to 
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hold  courts,  and  try  cases  involving  damages  or 
demands  not  exceeding  ten  pounds  sterling  ;  and 
to  determine  such  matters  and  offences  as  might  be 
done  by  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  England,  not  ex- 
tending to  life  or  member ;  to  use  such  jurisdiction 
as  belonged  to  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  England, 
for  the  preservation  of  the  peace  within  the  island ; 
and  to  appoint  such  necessary  officers,  and  allow 
such  fees  as  were  allowed  for  similar  offices  in  Vir- 
ginia. What  persons  were  collected  by  the  com- 
mander to  form  his  council,  and  act  as  judges  of 
the  court,  we  do  not  know.  John  Langford,  pro- 
bably a  new-comer  from  St.  Mary's,  was  made  high- 
constable,  sheriff,  and  coroner  of  the  island  ;  and 
not  long  after  (February  9th,  1638)  Thomas  Phil- 
pott,  William  Coxe,  and  Thomas  Allen,  old  resi- 
dents, were  commissioned  to  act  as  justices  of  the 
peace,  and  were  probably  of  the  council. 

Scarcely  was  the  new  government  established, 
and  the  guns  from  the  detachment  at  St.  Mary's 
withdrawn,  when  the  unfortunate  inhabitants  were 
exposed  to  a  new  annoyance.  The  batteries  of  the 
law  were  opened  upon  them,  and  a  large  number 
were  assailed  by  warrants  of  arrest  for  debt  to  Clo- 
bery  and  Company,  or  for  the  possession  and  de- 
tention of  cattle  which  belonged  to  them.  On  the 
same  day  on  which  Evelin's  commission  was  drawn, 
orders  were  also  directed  to  him,  as  commander 
of  the  island,   to  procure   the   arrest    of   Matthew 
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Prior,  John  Glantham,  Robert  Lake,  John  Russell, 
Nicholas  Pollentlne,  William  Tabor,  John  Pinwill, 
Thomas  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  John  Abbot,  and 
Richard  Thompson,  to  answer  the  suit  of  Clobery 
and  Company  of  London,  in  an  action  of  account, 
before  a  court  to  be  held  at  St.  Mary's  on  the  third 
of  February  following.  Six  of  these  persons,  at 
least,  were  Claiborne's  own  servants,  hired  by  him 
in  Virginia,  and  left  on  a  plantation  called  Craford, 
belonging  to  him  on  the  island,  when  he  departed 
for  England,  and  in  no  way  responsible  to  Clobery 
and  Company  ;  yet  either  for  the  purpose  of  gratify- 
ing Evelin's  ill-will  towards  Claiborne,  or  possibly 
with  a  view  of  hampering  them  with  civil  processes, 
so  that  they  might  be  kept  quiet,  these  suits  were 
instituted.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  other 
parties,  who  were  known  to  be  devoted  to  the  in- 
terests of  Claiborne,  and  far  from  satisfied  with 
the  new  state  of  things  on  the  island.  Warrants 
were  also  issued  for  the  seizure  of  about  sixty  head 
c»f  cattle,  in  the  possession  of  William  Coxe,  Mrs. 
CartwTight,  (Gertrude)  James,  Robert  Philpott,  and 
William  Blizard,  which  were  claimed  as  the  pro- 
perty of  Clobery  and  Company  ;  but  most  of  which, 
it  was  generally  known,  were  the  private  property 
of  Claiborne,  having  been  brought  on  the  island 
from  Virginia  at  the  commencement  of  the  settle- 
ment, and  hired  out,  at  a  moderate  charge  per 
annum,  to  such  of- the  inhabitants  as  could  afford 
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the  luxury  of  milk.  The  people  of  Kent  may  have 
well  thought  of  the  old  adage,  "  it  never  rains  but 
it  pours;"  for,  as  if  to  form  a  climax  to  this  series 
of  strange  warrants,  a  warrant  was  last  of  all  di- 
rected to  Evelin,  to  cause  to  be  attached  the  per- 
sons of  John  Butler  (Boteler),  Thomas  Smith,  and 
Edward  Beckler,  to  hold  them  without  bail  or  main- 
prise, and  to  have  them  with  all  convenient  speed 
before  the  Governor  of  St.  Mary's,  to  answer  for 
the  several  crimes  of  sedition,  piracy,  and  murder, 
with  which  they  were  charged.  With  all  this  busi- 
ness upon  his  hands,  the  commander  must  have  had 
them  full ;  but  it  is  quite  likely  that  the  tenor  of  the 
commands  from  St.  Mary's  were  in  harmony  with 
his  desires,  if  they  did  not  spring  from  his  sugges- 
tion ;  and  there  was  no  want  of  alacrity  in  attempt- 
ing to  carry  out  the  orders  purporting  to  emanate 
from  his  superior. 

Having  let  loose  the  hounds  of  justice  upon  so 
many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Kent  who  were  likely  to 
prove  troublesome.  Governor  Calvert  now  thought 
he  could  venture  to  summon  an  assembly  to  meet 
on  the  25th  of  January,  according  to  instructions 
received  some  time  before  from  the  proprietor  in 
England,  and  directed  his  writ  of  summons  for  the 
attendance  of  the  freemen,  or  their  assemblage  for 
the  election  of  burgesses  to  represent  them,  as  well 
to  Kent  Island  as  to  the  different  hundreds  com- 
prising the  county  of  St.  Mary's.     In  his  warrant 
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directed  to  Evelln,  he  in  the  first  place  summons 
him  to  attend  in  person  on  the  coming  25th  of 
January,  to  advise  and  consult  on  the  affairs  of 
the  province ;  and  then  directs  him  to  assemble  all 
the  freemen  within  his  jurisdiction,  and  announce 
to  them  the  Governor's  intention  to  hold  an  as- 
sembly ;  ^0  endeavor  to  persuade  such  and  so  many 
of  the  freemen  as  he  should  thiiik  fit  to  be  present 
in  person  ;  and  to  give  all  the  rest  liberty  to  be 
present,  or  to  elect  such  persons  as  the  majority 
might  please,  to  attend  as  deputies  or  burgesses  in 
their  stead. 

In  compliance  with  the  Governor's  warrant,  Eve- 
lin  assembled  the  people  ;  and  as,  from  their  isolated 
position,  it  would  not  be  possible  for  all  the  freemen 
to  be  present,  even  were  they  so  disposed,  those 
present  at  the  meeting  proceeded  to  elect  three 
burgesses  to  represent  them  in  the  approaching 
assembly, — viz.,  Robert  Philpott,  one  of  the  com- 
mander's council ;  Thomas  Bradnox,  and  Edward 
Beckler.  How  many  united  in  this  act  of  virtual 
recognition  of  Governor  Calvert's  jurisdiction  we  do 
not  know ;  but  it  is  by  no  means  probable,  consider- 
ing the  state  of  feeling  known  to  have  existed  on  the 
island,  that  it  was  a  unanimous  expression  of  the  sen- 
timents of  the  people.  However,  the  act  of  recog- 
nition had  been  performed ;  and,  whether  by  many 
or  few,  the  Maryland  Government  cared  but  little,  so 
long  as  that  positive  advantage  had  been  gained. 
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On  the  day  appointed,  the  assembly  met  at  St. 
Mary's.  Its  particular  proceedings  are  elsewhere 
detailed  ;  and  are  now  referred  to,  only  so  far  as 
they  are  connected  with  our  present  topic.  The 
only  persons  from  Kent  Island  who  were  present 
on  the  first  day  of  the  session,  were  "  George  Eve- 
lin^  commander,  and  Robert  Philpott,  one  of  the 
council  of  the  Isle  of  Kent."  The  former  was 
present  by  virtue  of  a  special  summons  from  the 
Governor ;  and  the  latter  most  probably  stood  on 
the  same  footing ;  as,  although  chosen  a  burgess 
for  Kent,  he  is  not  styled  so  in  the  record,  and  his 
name  stands  among  those  members  of  the  council 
of  the  colony  and  other  "gentlemen,"  who,  as  dis- 
tinguished from  "planters,"  headed  the  list  of  the 
members.  It  is  not  improbable  that  he  also  had 
received  a  special  summons,  and  preferred  to  take 
his  seat  in  that  capacity,  rather  than  as  a  burgess. 
Why  Thomas  Bradnox,  another  of  the  burgesses 
chosen  by  the  people  of  Kent,  was  not  present, 
we  cannot  say.  We  may  surmise  that  the  cause 
of  his  absence  was  in  some  way  connected  with 
disturbances  that  about  that  time  took  place  on 
the  island,  in  which  he  may  have  been  compro- 
mised. For  Edward  Beckler's  non  -  appearance, 
there  may  be  a  sufficient  reason  in  the  fact,  that 
he   was   one   of  those  for  whose    arrest   a  warrant 


''  In  the  original  record,  by  a  manifest  clerical  error,  his  name  was 
entered  Robert  instead  of  Georse. 
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had  been  issued  by  the  Governor,  on  the  charge 
of  sedition,  piracy,  or  murder ;  and  probably  felt 
some  hesitation  about  placing  his  person  at  the 
control  of  his  accusers,  since  the  English  aegis  of 
"the  privilege  of  parliament,"  would  hardly,  in  such 
case,  shield  him  from  arrest. 

On  the  second  day  of  the  session  "came  John 
Langford,  of  the  Isle  of  Kent,  gentleman,  who  had 
given  a  voice  in  the  choice  of  Robert  Philpott,  gen- 
tleman, to  be  one  of  the  burgesses  for  the  freemen 
of  that  island,  and  desired  to  revoke  his  voice,  and 
to  be  personally  put  in  the  assembly,  and  was  ad- 
mitted." On  the  next  day,  the  body  of  laws  sent 
over  by  the  Proprietary  were  rejected  by  a  decided 
majority ;  and  the  question  was  raised  by  what  laws 
the  province  was  to  be  governed.  Some  of  the 
members  proposed  to  enact  laws  for  their  guidance 
until  they  could  hear  from  England  ;  but  the  Go- 
vernor denied  that  any  such  power  was  vested  in 
the  House.  Captain  Cornwaleys  proposed  the  laws 
of  England,  which  the  Governor  conceded  might 
be  done  in  all  civil  and  criminal  cases,  not  im- 
perilling life  or  limb  ;  but  in  cases  involving  capi- 
tal punishment,  he  was  restricted  by  his  commis- 
sion to  the  laws  of  the  province ;  so  that,  as  matters 
stood,  no  punishment  could  be  inflicted  on  "  enor- 
mous offenders."  This  difficulty  was  at  length  set- 
tled for  the  time,  by  the  suggestion  that  "enor- 
mous offences  could   hardly  be  committed  without 
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mutiny,  and  they  might  then  be  punished  by  mar- 
tial law." 

The  House  then  decided  to  appoint  a  committee 
of  five,  to  draught  a  body  of  laws  to  be  sent  to  the 
Lord  Proprietary ;  and  it  is  but  proper  to  mention 
that  Captain  Evelin  seems  to  have  stood  high  in 
the  estimation  of  the  members,  since  he  was  placed 
on  this  important  committee,  and  commanded  the 
highest  vote  of  any  member  upon  it,  excepting  the 
popular  and  independent  Cornwaleys.  An  adjourn- 
ment was  at  first  intended ;  but,  as  the  court  was 
to  be  held  on  the  3rd  of  February,  and  it  was 
necessary  that  the  privilege  of  Parliament  should 
be  void  at  that  time,  a  dissolution,  instead  of  an 
adjournment,  was  agreed  upon. 

On  the  8th  of  February  the  members  again  came 
together ;  but  the  attendance  was  small  compared 
with  the  opening  of  the  session.  Captain  Evelin, 
as  one  of  the  committee  on  the  laws,  was  in  his 
place.  They  reported  that  they  had  fulfilled  the 
duty  assigned  them  ;  but  as  the  freemen  seemed 
not  to  have  well  understood  his  Lordship's  pro- 
posed code,  they  had  thought  it  best  to  have  them 
read,  and  put  to  the  vote  a  second  time.  This  was 
agreed  to,  and  done  ;  but  after  them,  twenty  bills 
proposed  by  the  committee  were  likewise  read. 
The  question  now  recurring  upon  the  third  read- 
ing of  his  Lordship's  laws.  Captain  Cornwaleys 
started  the  inquiry  whether  they  were  to  be  voted 
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Upon  separately,  or  as  a  whole.  Leonard  Calvert 
strove  in  vain  to  have  them  adopted  in  a  body ; 
the  House  decided  to  take  up  each  enactment  by 
itself.  This  neither  suited  his  views,  nor,  very 
probably,  was  it  conformable  to  the  requirements 
of  the  Lord  Proprietary,  who,  when  he  sent  over 
a  body  of  laws  to  the  assembly,  seems  to  have 
gone  on  the  principle  of  requiring  an  absolute  as- 
sent, without  the  alteration  of  a  line  or  a  word  in 
the  enactments.  "  The  whole  or  none,"  was  his 
motto  on  this  point. 

The  Governor,  who  had  hoped  that  his  brother's 
code  would,  on  the  second  trial,  be  adopted,  strove 
to  avoid  the  difficulty  by  proposing  to  adjourn  the 
House  till  the  laws  to  be  propounded  to  the  Pro- 
prietary were  made  ready ;  and  after  some  sharp 
discussion,  a  committee  of  three  was,  on  motion 
of  Captain  Cornwaleys,  appointed  by  the  House  to 
take  charge  of  that  business.  On  this  committee 
also.  Captain  Evelin  was  appointed,  with  Cap- 
tain Cornwaleys,  and  Governor  Calvert.  The  Go- 
vernor then  adjourned  the  House  till  the  26th  of 
February. 

The  day  after  the  adjournment,  Robert  Philpott, 
William  Coxe,  and  Thomas  Allen,  were  made  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  for  Kent  Island;  and  John  Lang- 
ford  received  a  commission  as  sheriff  and  coroner. 
The  first  warrant  placed  in  his  hands  was  one  of 
the  same  date  as  his  commission,  directing  him  to 
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attach  the  bodies  of  Richard  Thompson,  John  Ab- 
bot, and  Samuel  Smith,  and  them  to  keep  until 
they  put  in  security  to  appear  at  the  court  to  be 
held  at  St.  Mary's  on  the  ist  of  May  ensuing,  to 
answer  to  the  suit  of  William  Clobery  and  Com- 
pany, of  London,  in  an  action  for  debt  for  ten 
thousand  pounds  of  tobacco  ;  of  which  were  claimed 
to  be  due  from  Thompson  four  thousand,  and  from 
Abbot  and  Smith  each  three  thousand  pounds. 

The  inhabitants  of  Kent  Island  had  before  this 
time  pfot  a  surfeit  of  warrants  ;  and  were  determined 
no  longer  to  submit  to  arrests  which  were,  in  their 
opinion,  oppressive  and  unjust,  based,  as  they  for 
the  most  part  were,  on  charges  mainly  factitious, 
and  having  no  foundation  in  justice  or  In  right. 
When,  therefore,  the  warrants  came  for  the  arrest 
of  Boteler,  Beckler,  and  Smith,  on  the  charges  of 
sedition,  piracy,  and  murder,  growing  out  of  the 
disputes  and  collisions  that  had  occurred  three  years 
before,  when  they  were  under  the  government  of 
Virginia  ;  and  for  the  arrest  of  so  many  of  Clai- 
borne's servants  and  friends,  on  actions  for  debt  to 
his  partners ;  and  for  the  seizure  of  so  many  cattle, 
as  belonging  to  Clobery  and  Company,  which  were 
known  to  be  his  private  property,  they  could  con- 
tain their  Indignation  no  longer,  and  burst  out  In 
open  rebellion.  The  officers  of  the  law  were  set 
at  defiance ;  the  prisoners  in  their  hands,  who  had 
been  arrested  on  the  various  warrants,  were  rescued. 
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and  a  determination  was  manifested  no  longer  to 
submit  to  a  rule  so  odious  and  unjust. 

News  of  this  outbreak  was  brought  to  St.  Mary's  ; 
and  Governor  Calvert  determined  to  make  use  of 
the  affair  to  chastise  the  delinquents,  and  to  set  the 
more  violent  such  an  example  as  would  operate  as 
an  effectual  warning  for  the  future.  On  the  12th 
of  February,  at  the  opening  of  the  county  court, 
a  grand  jury  was  empanelled,  by  which,  after  hear- 
ing the  evidence  of  Captain  Cornwaleys  and  others, 
two  bills  of  indictment  were  found  :  one  against 
those  who,  in  the  collision  in  the  Pocomoke  river, 
on  the  23rd  of  April,  1635,  caused  the  death  of 
William  Ashmore  of  St.  Mary's ;  and  against  Wil- 
liam Claiborne,  as  the  instigator  and  abettor  of 
those  parties ;  and  another  against  Thomas  Smith, 
Philip  Taylor,  Thomas  Duffil,  and  Richard  Han- 
cock, for  piracy,  on  account  of  some  opposition 
offered  to  Captain  Cornwaleys  in  the  Great  Wico- 
moco  river  on  the  loth  of  May  in  the  same  year. 

This  preparatory  step  having  been  taken,  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Governor  and  Council  was  held  ;  at  which, 
after  taking  into  consideration  "the  many  piracies, 
insolences,  mutinies,  and  contempts  towards  the 
government,  formerly  committed  by  divers  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Kent  Island,"  and  the  recent  acts 
of  violence  in  rescuinof  malefactors  and  arrested 
debtors  from  the  hands  of  the  officers,  the  rebel- 
lious attitude  of  many  of  the   inhabitants,  and  al- 
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leged  combinations  by  them  with  the  Susqueha- 
nocks  and  other  Indians  against  the  people  of 
Maryland,  it  was  decided  that  the  Governor  should 
sail  for  Kent  Island,  taking  with  him  a  sufficient 
force,  and  reduce  the  inhabitants  to  submission, 
using  martial  law  for  the  punishment  of  seditious 
offenders,  even  to  the  extent  of  death  to  those 
who,  after  proclamation  made,  would  not  submit 
themselves  to  a  due  course  of  justice.  Captain 
Cornwaleys  was  likewise  ordered  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  the  forces  raised,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Governor. 

With  this  force,  numbering  about  fifty  men,  Cal- 
\ert  landed  on  Kent  Island,  and  soon  reduced  the 
people  to  entire  submission.  Of  those  named  in 
the  former  warrant  of  arrest  for  capital  crimes, 
Boteler  succeeded  in  making  his  peace  with  the 
Governor,  as  did  Beckler  for  the  time  being,  though 
he  was  afterwards  executed.  Thomas  Smith  was 
not  so  fortunate ;  he  was  detained  a  prisoner,  and 
carried  with  the  expedition,  when  it  returned  to 
St,  Mary's,  to  stand  his  trial  on  the  bill  found  by 
the  grand  jury  just  before  the  Governor  had  made 
his  arrangements  for  the  reduction  of  the  island. 

Before  leaving,  he  had  authorised  Secretary  Lew- 
ger,  in  case  he  should  not  return  in  season,  to  hold 
the  Assembly,  which  had  been  adjourned  to  the 
26th  ;  but  the  Secretary,  on  that  day,  adjourned  the 
House  to  the  6th  of  March  ;  and  again  to  the  T2th. 
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By  the  latter  day,  the  Governor  had  returned  from 
Kent,  and  the  session  was  resumed.  The  next  day, 
fourteen  laws,  in  addition  to  the  twenty  formerly 
drafted  by  the  committee  (which  had  been  read 
the  day  before),  were  read  for  the  first  time.  On 
the  third  day  (March  14th)  three  other  bills  were 
read  for  the  first  time ;  one  of  which,  after  reciting 
the  various  offences  committed  by  William  Clai- 
borne against  the  peace  of  the  province,  and  the 
dignity  and  dominion  of  the  Lord  Proprietary, 
among  which  was  the  instigation  of  acts  of  piracy 
and  murder  as  found  by  the  grand  jury,  pronounces 
him  attainted,  and  declares  forfeited  to  the  Lord 
Proprietary  all  the  goods  of  which  he  was  possessed 
within  the  province  in  April,  1635,  as  well  as  all 
belonging  to  him  at  the  time  of  the  attainder. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  Claiborne's 
follower  and  friend  was  summoned  to  the  bar  of 
the  House  ;  and  on  the  indictment  found  by  the 
grand  jury  on  the  12th  of  February,  arraigned  for 
piracy ;  and  after  a  strange  trial,  found  guilty,  and 
sentenced  to  die  the  death  of  a  felon.  Two  days 
after  this  condemnation  of  his  old  associate,  "Richard 
Thompson,  of  Kent  Island,  claimed  a  voice  in  the 
Assembly,  and  was  admitted."  The  bill  for  the 
attainder  of  William  Claiborne  was  read  a  second 
time.  On  the  very  last  day  of  the  session  (March 
24th)  appeared  and  took  their  seats,  "Henry  Crawly, 
of  the   Isle  of  Kent,  and   Thomas    Bradnox   and 
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Edward  Beckler,  burgesses  of  the  same  isle."  Why 
they  were  so  tardy  in  their  attendance,  and  whether 
they  had  courage  to  raise  their  voices  in  vindica- 
tion of  the  character  of  Claiborne,  or  in  depreciation 
of  the  harsh  proceedings  against  their  friend  and 
neighbour,  Thomas  Smith,  we  do  not  know ;  we  are 
only  certain  that  they  arrived  in  time  to  hear  their 
former  leader  attainted  and  branded  as  a  pirate  and 
a  murderer ;  and,  if  the  penalty  of  the  law  had  not 
already  been  inflicted,  to  see  their  old  associate  ig- 
nominiously  end  his  days  upon  the  gallows. 

With  these  tragic  incidents  are  nearly  concluded 
our  notices  of  "  The  First  Commander  of  Kent  Is- 
land." He  seemed  to  have  visited  it  only  to  sow 
discord,  to  impoverish  the  people,  to  waste  and  neg- 
lect the  property  of  his  principals,  to  blast  the  pros- 
pects of  one  who  had  often  befriended  and  never 
injured  him ;  and  though  he  appeared  on  the  island 
as  the  agent  of  Clobery  and  Company,  and  the 
advocate  of  Claiborne's  rights,  no  sooner  did  he 
obtain  the  control  of  affairs,  than  he  neglected  the 
interests  of  the  one,  and  slandered  the  other;  and 
never  rested  until, — while  promoting  his  own  in- 
terests, and  increasing  his  own  possessions, — he  had 
succeeded  in  placing  Kent  Island,  and  all  the  pro- 
perty of  its  people,  in  the  hands  of  the  Marylanders, 
and  aided  in  fixing  a  legal  stigma  on  the  name  of 
Claiborne,  pursuing,  even  to  blood,  the  most  faithful 
of  his  friends. 
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But  little  more  is  known  to  us  of  his  career. 
Having  placed  Kent  Island  in  the  hands  of  Go- 
vernor Calvert,  his  mission  in  Maryland  appears  to 
have  ended.  His  name  frequently  appears  on  the 
records  during  the  month  after  the  close  of  the 
session  in  which  he  acted  so  prominent  a  part,  in 
connection  with  assignments  of  the  wages  of  ser- 
vants, most,  if  not  all  of  whom,  were  those  he  had 
removed  from  Kent  Island,  and  other  transactions 
indicating  a  settlement  of  his  affairs,  preparatory  to 
his  departure  from  the  province. 

On  April  22,  1638,  he  ceased  to  be  Commander 
of  Kent  Island,  by  the  appointment  of  William 
Brainthwaite,  a  kinsman  of  the  Proprietary,  to 
that  office. 

The  last  entries  on  the  records  to  which  his  name 
appears  attached,  are  of  the  date  of  May  30,  1638, 
soon  after  which  he  probably  went  to  England.  In 
one  of  these  entries,  he  acknowledges  himself  to 
owe  his  brother,  Lieut.  Robert  Evelin,  fourteen 
hundred  pounds  of  tobacco  and  fifty-two  pounds 
of  beaver,  for  so  much  received  of  him  upon  the 
account  of  William  Clobery  and  Company  ;  and, 
for  his  security,  assigns  to  him  all  the  right,  title, 
and  interest  of  the  said  Clobery  and  Company  in 
the  service  of  Andrew  Baker,  Thos.  Baker,  and 
John  Hatch,  and  all  the  profits  and  use  of  said 
servants,  until  the  debt  shall  be  satisfied.  In  the 
other  entry,  he  acknowledges  himself  to  owe  "  to 
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his  dear  brother,  Robert  Evelin,"  one  hundred- 
weight of  beaver  on  his  own  account ;  and,  for 
security,  assigns  to  him  all  his  title  to  and  interest 
in  a  plantation,  in  his  manor  of  Evelinton,  called 
Piny  Point,  containing  about  three  hundred  acres  ; 
and  another  plantation  of  about  fifty  acres,  bought 
of  John  Richardson,  to  enjoy  the  possession  and 
profits  of  the  same  until  the  debt  is  fully  discharged. 
These  are  signed  in  a  strong,  bold  hand  : 

George  Evelin. 

Note. — The  material  facts  contained  in  the  pre- 
ceding paper  are  drawn  from  a  number  of  deposi- 
tions taken  in  Virginia  in  May,  1640,  in  a  case  of 
Claiborne  v.  Clobery  and  Company,  and  obtained 
by  me  from  the  State  Paper  Office,  London.  One 
of  these  depositions  states  that,  after  he  had  ac- 
complished the  rendition  of  the  Isle  of  Kent,  Eve- 
lin departed  for  London  ;  where,  if  the  deposition 
is  to  be  relied  on,  he  "sold  to  one  Owen  Phillips  the 
servants,  John  Hatch,  Andrew  Baker,  and  Thomas 
Baker,  for  thirty  pounds  sterling  ;  but  the  said 
Phillips  never  had  but  one  of  the  said  servants, 
which  he  recovered  in  court  in  Maryland ;  for  the 
said  Evelin  had  formerly  made  them  over  to  Mr. 
Lewger,  Secretary  of  Maryland."  Such  a  proce- 
dure would  have  been  by  no  means  out  of  keep- 
ing with  his  course  in  Maryland. 

Robert  Evelin,  his  brother,  remained  In   Mary- 
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land  after  his  brother's  departure.  Plantagenet's 
"  New  Albion,"  published  in  1648,  contains  refer- 
ences to  him ;  and  a  letter  from  him,  which,  though 
without  date,  I  conclude  must  have  been  written 
about  the  year  1640.  In  it  his  uncle  Young  is  re- 
ferred to,  and  he  mentions  having  been  for  several 
years  a  trader  on  the  Delaware,  but  he  says  nothing 
of  Maryland.  Near  the  close  of  his  letter,  he  speaks 
of  being  about  to  leave  for  Virginia  in  a  few  weeks. 
His  name  does  not  occur  in  any  account  of  early 
Virginian  history  that  I  have  seen.  If  his  letter  was 
written  about  1637,  as  is  possible,  his  mention  of 
his  departure  for  Virginia  may  have  had  reference 
to  the  visit  which,  about  that  time,  he  made  to 
Maryland.  He  is  said  to  have  died  in  the  West 
Indies. 


ROBERT    EVELIN 

1634 — 1648. 


T)  OBERT  EVELIN,  a  younger  son  of  George 
Evelin  (or  Evelyn),  of  Wotton,  Surrey,  emi- 
grated to  Virginia  before  the  year  16 10.  Some- 
what later  he  was  followed  by  his  son,  also  named 
Robert,  and  it  is  doubtless  this  Robert  Evelin  the 
younger  to  whom  we  must  attribute  the  authorship 
of  a  series  of  Letters  describing  the  new  country, 
with  the  view  of  attracting  emigrants  thither.  In 
this  enterprise,  Robert  the  younger  was  associated 
with  his  maternal  uncle.  Young.  He  returned  home 
in  1637,  published  his  Letters,  then  after  a  time 
recrossed  the  Atlantic,  and  is  said  to  have  "  died 
in  the  West  Indies." 

In  the  year  1631,  Charles  I.  made  Sir  Edmund 
Ployden  a  grant  of  all  the  territory  now  included 
in  the  state  of  New  Jersey  (United  States),  utterly 
disregarding  a  prior  grant  of  a  large  portion  thereof 
to  the  New  England  Company.  This  concession 
also  included  all  the  lands  now  comprised  in  the 
state  of  Delaware,  and  parts  of  Maryland,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  New  York.  With  this  grant,  and  a  very 
liberal  charter,  was  coupled  the  privilege  of  Sir  Ed- 
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mund  Ployden's  using  the  high-sounding  title  of 
Earl  Palatine,  and  he  was  allowed  to  call  his  prin- 
cipality in  the  wilderness  "  New  Albion."  The  ram- 
pant spirit  of  democracy  In  England  during  the 
reign  of  Charles  I.,  had  unsettled  the  minds  of  many 
rank  royalists,  and  amongst  them  none  were  more 
so  than  a  certain  Beauchamp  Plantagenet,  who 
claimed  a  lineal  descent  from  the  royal  family  of 
that  name.  This  recent  grant  to  Ployden  opened 
to  him  an  asylum,  whereby  he  could  escape  from 
the  democratic  evils  which  he  thought  menaced 
him ;  for  he  says  these  Malignants  and  Round- 
heads 

"having  plundered,  and  put  upon  us  New  Laws  and  Or- 
dinances, called  Contribution,  Excise,  Quartering,  and  Se- 
questrations, my  friends  were  now  and  rightly,  by  God's 
Providence,  made  light,  and  not  troubled  or  incumbered 
with  much  stuffe  to  travel  with.  I  resolved  to  be  a  New- 
ter  in  this  quarrel,  and  to  fly  into  Egypt,  and  out  of  one 
city  into  another,  and  get  out  of  the  fire  ;  at  last  my  7 
Knights  and  Gentlemen  (kindred  and  neighbours),  im- 
ployed  me,  the  oldest  and  boldest  Traveller,  to  see  all 
English  Plantations,  by  warrant  to  buy  land  in  the  health- 
iest and  best  for  us  eight,  and  for  a  hundred  servants,  and 
twenty  of  our  old  tenants  and  families.  I  was  on  a  full 
and  deliberate  council  directed  to  follow  old  Catoes  rules 
in  seating  of  the  Romane  Colonies.  First,  to  seat  in 
a  healthy,  pure  air;  secondly,  to  sit  down  in  a  fresh,  na- 
vigable river  for  trade  and  supply,  where  there  was  stone 
neer  to  build  ;  and,  thirdly,  Catoes  and  the  third  Romane 
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rules  was  to  seat  in  rich  land,  so  that  the  richnesse  of 
the  place,  and  neernesse  of  husbandry,  may  continue  the 
Colony  with  plenty  and  safety," 

Thus  instructed,  he  viewed  Barbadoes,  St.  Chris- 
tophers, Bermudoes,  New  England,  Virginia,  and 
Maryland  ;  and  finally, — 

"after  one  hunting  voiage,  and  ...  60  miles  on  one  side  of 
Albion  (now  the  State  of  New  Jersey),  and  310  miles  on 
the  other  side,  and  Long  Isle,  finding  the  countries  better 
and  pleasanter  than  related,  I  made  my  addresses  to  the 
Lord  Governour  of  Albion  ;  and  having  obtained,  under 
the  Province  Seal,  my  grant  of  my  Manor  of  Belvill,  con- 
taining 10,000  acres,  on  a  navigable  river  (now  the  Dela- 
ware), having  in  it  and  neer,  Alablaster,  Terras  for  plalster 
of  Paris,  Pudding  and  Slate  stone,  store  of  Timber,  clear 
fields,  Meads  and  Woods,  and  no  Indians  neer,  and  Vines, 
I  resolved  to  return  to  Holland,  and  to  transport  my 
friends  ;  where,  most  happily,  the  second  time  meeting 
his  Lordship,  and  perusing,  by  his  noble  favour,  all  his 
Lordship's  Cards  and  Seamen's  draughts,  17  journal  books 
of  discoveries,  voiages,  huntings,  tradings,  and  several  de- 
positions under  the  seal  of  the  great  Bever  and  fur  trade, 
rich  mines,  and  many  secrets  and  rarities.  In  14  days, 
having  with  the  two  former  books  printed  of  Albion,  1637, 
and  1642,  made  a  full  abstract  and  Collection  agreeing 
with  my  own  view,  and  in  the  depositions,  and  M.  Eve- 
lin's^,  and  other  the  voiagers  of  Virginia  and  New  Eng- 
land, I  thought  it  most  necessary  for  the  good  of  all  the 
company,  and  many  volunteers  in  Holland,  distressed  in 

*  Master  Evelin's. 
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England,  and  noble  Knights,  Gentlemen,  that  with  a  little 
stock  may  gain  fair  and  rich  possessions,  and  live  in  peace 
and  quiet,  to  print  and  publish  this  my  labour." 

Certain  of  Plantagenet's  countrymen  had  already 
preceded  him  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Delaware, 
from  Virginia,  and  built  a  fort,  where  they  waited 
in  patient  expectation  of  meeting  Ployden  himself; 
who,  however,  did  not  arrive  until  some  time  be- 
fore 1641.  These  Virginian  settlers  were  Captain 
Thomas  Young,  his  nephew  ^  Robert  Evelin,  and 
13  other  traders.  At  this  post,  the  exact  site  of 
which  is  now  lost,  Evelin  and  his  uncle  kept  up  a 
trade  with  the  Indians  for  four  years,  and  searched 
for  gold  ;  as  Plantagenet  says, — 

"And  hearing  that  Captain  Young  and  Master  Evelin 
had  given  over  their  Fort,  begun  at  Eriwomeck,  within 
Delaware  Bay,  there  halfe-starved  and  tottered  they  left 
them  ;  who  learning  the  Indian  language,  and  finding 
much  talke  and  trials  of  a  gold  mine  there,  though  in 
truth  fifty  shillings  Charges  produced  of  that  light  sand 
but  nine  shillings  in  gold  ;  and  therefore  was  it  Captain 
Young  that  tried  it  slighted." 

Captain  Thomas  Young,  and  his  nephew,  Robert 
Evelin,  arrived  in  the  Colony  of  Virginia  on  the 
3rd   of  July,    1634,    in    two    ships    fully  equipped, 

''  "29th  September,  9th  Charles  I.  (1633).  Commission  granted  to 
Thomas  Young,  Gent.,  to  discover  what  parts  are  not  yet  inhabited 
in  Virginia  and  other  parts  of  America." — (Extract  from  "  Crown 
Grants,"  Public  Records.) 
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having  their  cosmographer  on  board,  who  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  working  of  mines.  The  Go- 
vernor of  Virginia,  Sir  John  Harvey,  in  a  post- 
script to  a  letter  written  on  the  14th  of  July, 
1634,  to  Secretary  of  State  Windebank,  mentions 
that — 

"  Here  arrived,  about  the  third  of  this  month,  one  Cap- 
tain Young,  with  two  ships,  whome  His  Majesty  is  pleased 
to  employ  about  some  affaires  in  these  parts  ;  and  recom- 
mends speciall  command  from  His  Majesty  to  assist  him 
heere,  which  I  have  done  in  all  things  I  could,  as  I  shall 
doo  to  all  such  as  shall  be  heere  recommended  hither 
by  His  Majesty,  or  your  Honour.  Captain  Yong  makes 
great  haste  to  be  gone ;  and  hath  already  built  his  Shal- 
lops, and  dispatched  his  business,  so  as  he  will  be  gone 
within  these  two  days." 

From  Virginia,  Captain  Young  no  doubt  pro- 
ceeded directly  to  the  Delaware  river,  and  built 
their  fort,  where  Evelin  says  he  remained  four 
years  trading  with  the  Indians,  who  were  divided 
into 

"various  tribes  on  the  east  of  the  Delaware;  and  at  that 
time  in  several  factions  and  wars  against  the  Susquehan- 
nocks.  They  are  extream  fearful!  of  a  gun,  naked  and 
unarmed  against  our  short  swords  and  picks.  I  doe  ac- 
count all  the  Indians  to  be  800.  I  had  some  bickering 
with  some  of  them  ;  and  they  are  of  so  little  esteem,  as 
I  durst,  with  15  men,  sit  down,  or  trade  in  despight  of 
them.   And  since  my  returne,  18  Swedes  are  settled  there  ; 
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and  so  sometime  sixe  Dutch  doe  in  a  boat  trade  without 
fear  of  them." 

In  the  year  1637,  Evelin,  tired  of  waiting  for 
the  advent  of  Sir  Edmund  Ployden,  returned  to 
England,  where  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the  wife  of 
Sir  Edmund,  urging  her  husband  to  go  and  take 
with  him  to  America 

"three  hundred  men  or  more  ;   as  there  is  no  doubt  but 
that  he  may  doe  very  well,  and  grow  rich." 

Robert  Evelin  returned  to  Virginia  in  the  ship 
"Plain  Joane;"  and  Secretary  Windebank  recom- 
mends him  again  to  Sir  John  Harvey,  the  Go- 
vernor, 

"and  to  let  him  passe  without  let  or  hindrance  on  this 
great  and  secret  service  of  his  Majesty's." 

On  his  return,  he  was  appointed,  on  the  death 
of  Mr.  Gabriel  Hawley,  Surveyor-General  of  Vir- 
ginia, with  the  rank  of  Lieutenant,  which  nomina- 
tions were  duly  confirmed  by  letters  from  Secretary 
Windebank. 

In  1637  appeared  the  first  part  of  Plantagenet's 
description  of  New  Albion,  the  glowing  accounts 
of  which  no  doubt  hastened  the  preparations  of 
the  Earl  Palatine  to  visit  his  possessions.  In  an- 
ticipation of  his  coming,  the  wilderness  was  divided 
into  baronies,  and  laid  out  into  manorial  tracts  ;  and 
a  Chivalric  Order  was  instituted,  called  "  The  Al- 
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bion  Knights  of  the  Conversion''  which  had  for 
its  main  object  the  conversion  of  the  twenty-three 
kings,  or  sachems,  of  the  Indian  tribes.  Hence, 
upon  their  badge  we  find  the  arms  of  the  Order 
impaUng  those  of  Plowden,  supported  by  the  right 
hand  of  a  kneehng  Indian,  around  which  are  twenty- 
three  crowned  heads,  the  whole  being  encircled  by 
the  motto, — "  Docebo  iniquos  vias  tuas  et  impii  ad 
te  convertentur."  The  Kniofht's  device  was  a  hand 
holding  a  crown  upon  the  point  of  a  dagger  above 
an  open  Bible,  impaled  with  the  arms  of  the  Pala- 
tine, which  were.  On  a  field,  or,  two  flowers  proper, 
upon  the  points  of  a  fesse  indented,  gules ;  and 
having  as  motto, — "Virtus  beat  sic  suos."  And 
as  supporters.  Two  stags  statant. 

The  Earl's  son  apd  heir,  Francis,  became  Baron 
of  Mount  Royall ;  his  brother,  Thomas,  Lord  Ploy- 
den,  Baron  of  Roymont,  and  High  Admiral.  The 
Earl's  daughter.  Lady  Winefrid,  Baroness  of  Uve- 
dale,  "the  pattern  of  mildnesse  and  modesty;"  to 
Lady  Katharine,  Baroness  of  Prince  .  .  .  "that  pretty 
babe  of  grace;"  and  to  the  Lady  Barbara,  Baroness 
of  Ritchneck,  "the  mirrour  of  wit  and  beauty." 
Ritchneck  was  so  named  from  the  fertility  of  its 
soil ;  this  property  was  "  twenty-four  miles  compass 
of  wood,  huge  timber  trees,  and  two  feet  black 
mould,  much  desired  by  the  Virginians  to  plant  to- 
bacco." Bolalmanack,  or  Belvedere,  on  the  shores 
of  the  Chesapeake,  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  was 
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given  to  Plantagenet,  under  the  lord's  seal,  as  a  re- 
ward for  his  pains  in  exploring  the  country.  After 
the  arrival  of  the  Earl  Palatine  in  New  Albion,  about 
1 64 1,  he  and  Plantagenet  remained  seven  years; 
during  which  time  they  "marched,  lodged,  and  ca- 
binned  amongst  the  Indians." 

They  were,  however,  unable  to  induce  the  requi- 
site number  (3000)  of  "able  trained  men"  to  leave 
England,  which  had  been  promised  them,  and  the 
project  was  ultimately  abandoned ;  not,  however, 
without  another  effort  being  made  in  1648,  when 
Plantagenet's  book  was  revised,  and  another  edition 
issued.  This  is  herewith  reprinted,  together  with 
Master  Robert  Evelin's  "  Description  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  New  Albion."  This  little  book  has  be- 
come one  of  the  very  rarest  of  all  the  works  on 
the  early  settlement  of  America.  Allibone,  in  his 
"  Dictionary  of  English  and  American  Authors," 
calls  it  "liber  rarissimus." 

It  was  republished  in  Washington  in  1838,  by 
Peter  Force,  in  his  "  Tracts  and  other  Papers  re- 
lating principally  to  the  Origin,  Settlement,  and  Pro- 
gress of  the  Colonies  in  North  America,  from  the 
Discovery  of  the  Country  to  1776."  A  reproduction 
of  it  was  also  included  in  the  publications  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Historical  Society  in  1850.  ..  .  Two 
of  Captain  Thomas  Young's  letters  are  here  given, 
to  shew  the  character  of  the  expedition  fitted  out 
for  Virginia,  and  the  urgency  of  his  applications  to 
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Secretary  Windebank  for  the  dispatch  of  the  ships. 
His  correspondence  is  preserved  in  the  Record  Of- 
fice, London,  and  consists  of  the  two  letters  given 
below,  and  rough  drafts  and  suggestions  for  draw- 
ing up  passes  for  himself,  and  his  lieutenant,  Robert 
Evelin. 

"Mr.Yong  hath  putt  his  Majes*^^  to  no  manner  of  charge 
concerning  his  enterprize  :  hath  in  all  humilitie  opened  the 
whole  service  of  his  design  to  him,  and  therefore  humbly 
hopes  that  he  instantly  be  dispatched  with  all  favor,  the 
rather  for  that  at  the  verie  first  he  declared  what  he  desired 
in  this  kind,  and  he  was  told  that  His  Majestie  should  bee 
humbly  moved,  that  he  would  bee  pleased  to  grant  as 
much  as  was  desired.  And  now,  being  fully  ready  for  his 
journey,  and  all  his  shipping,  men,  and  victualls  being  in 
order,  the  loss  of  every  day  would  be  of  great  charge  to 
him.  Hee,  therefore,  most  humbly  desires  that  His  Ma- 
jestic will  gratiously  be  pleased  to  signifie  by  His  royall 
letters  to  all  his  Colonies  of  America,  and  in  very  par- 
ticular manner  to  the  Governor  and  Councell  of  Virginia, 
and  to  let  them  understand  :  that  whereas  he  is  well  satis- 
fied of  the  fidehtie,  allegiance,  loyall  proceeding  and  great 
devotion  of  M^.  Yong  to  His  Majesties  Service,  and  that, 
therefore,  he  hath  employed  him,  together  with  his  nephew 
M"",  Robert  Evelin  (off  whome  himselfif  hath  made  choyce 
to  assist  and  serve  under  him),  into  America,  upon  speciall 
occasions  for  His  Majesties  Service,  which  remayne  private 
to  himselfif,  whereoff  His  Majestie  expects  a  speedy  and 
particular  account  from  them.  That,  therefore,  it  is  His 
Majesties  royall  pleasure  that  whensoever  M'".  Yong,  or  his 
nephew,  or  any  off  the  Company  that  he  takes  with  him, 
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shall  arrive  (either  whilst  they  be  in  his  company,  or  by 
him,  for  the  service  of  the  action,  soe  that  with  all  they 
bring  a  testimoniall  from  him,  under  his  hand  and  scale, 
iff  he  bee  then  alive,  or  in  case  God  should  otherwise 
dispose  off  him,  under  the  hand  and  scale  off  his  said 
nephew)  within  any  part  of  the  jurisdiction  off  any  off 
their  Colonies,  that  they  be  sure  to  give  him  and  them  all 
possible  furtherance  and  assistance ;  and  that  in  no  case 
whatsoever  themselves  doe  either  offer  or  suffer  any  ques- 
tion, stopp,  molestation,  hindrance,  or  interruption  off  anie 
kinds  to  be  offered  him  or  them.  And  likewise  that  they 
doe  not  anywise  bind  him  or  them  either  to  lade  or  unlade 
anie  of  his  or  their  goods,  or  merchandizes,  without  his  or 
their  owne  consent  in  any  off  their  Colonies.  And  further, 
that  they  doe  permitt  and  suffer  him  or  them  to  trafficke 
there,  and  to  buy  all  such  provisions,  cattle,  victuall,  mer- 
chandize, trucke,  and  other  commodities  whatsoever,  and 
in  such  quantities,  as  he  or  they  shall  find  to  be  necessary 
to  bring  thither,  or  carry,  and  transport  from  thence,  for 
the  better  enabling  and  furthering  him  or  them  in  the  pro- 
secution and  affecting  of  his  designs,  either  in  his  or  their 
voyages,  outward  or  homewards  ;  and  that  he  or  they  shall 
buy  or  sell  at  such  rates  and  prizes  as  he  or  they  can 
agree  with  the  owners  or  buyers  thereof  there.  And  as 
this  toties  qiioties,  as  often  as  he  or  they  shall  arrive  in 
any  of  the  Colonies  aforesaid,  notwithstanding  any  acts 
or  laws  of  anie  of  those  Colonies  to  the  contrary :  and 
that  if  they  or  any  of  them  shall  faile  heereoff  in  anie 
point,  His  Majestic  will  require  a  very  strict  and  severe 
account  from  the  offenders,  as  intending  to  inflict  ex- 
emplar punishment  upon  them  for  the  same.  That  there 
may  be  made  some  signification  of  His  Majesties  pleasure 
by  some  person  of  authoritie,  to  all  His  Majesties  officers 
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of  what  kinds  soever  heere :  that  whereas  His  Majestic 
hath  taken  in  good  part  the  humble  and  loyall  proceeding 
of  M^Yong  with  him,  and  his  great  devotion  to  the  service, 
His  Majestic  hath,  therefore,  thought  fitt  to  employ  him 
and  his  nephew,  M''.  Robert  Evelin  (whom  the  said  Yong 
hath  made  choyce  off  to  assist  and  serve  under  him),  upon 
speciall  occasions  for  His  Majesties'  service  in  America, 
which  remayne  private  to  himself.  That,  therefore,  it  is 
His  Majesties'  Royall  pleasure  that  the  said  Mr.  Yong  and 
his  nephew,  and  their  company,  shall  freely  pass  and  goe 
out  of  his  dominions,  without  anie  of  their  questions,  letts, 
arrests,  stopps,  pressing,  interruptions,  or  hindrances  in  any 
kind  whatsoever  :  and  further,  that  they  give  him  and  them 
all  possible  furtherance  and  assistance  in  all  occasions 
wherein  he  or  they  shall  need  their  help.  And  that  one 
M"".  Alexander  Baker,  who  is  under  command  in  regard  of 
some  questions  which  occurred  long  ago,  concerning  con- 
science, but  yet  now  at  libertie  upon  bonds,  may  be  in- 
abled  to  go  with  him,  since. he  is  his  Cosmographer,  and 
hath  skill  in  mynes  and  distinguishing  and  trying  off 
mettalls.  That  some  person  off  authoritie  be  pleased  to 
call  some  of  M''.  Yong's  principal  seamen,  such  as  he  shall 
name,  before  him,  and  in  His  Majesties'  name  to  let  them 
know  how  strictly  he  will  expect  that  they  should  obey 
M''.  Yong  and  his  said  nephew  under  him,  in  case  either 
of  his  absence  or  death ;  the  said  Evelin  having  orders 
under  the  hand  and  scale  of  the  said  Yong,  in  case  the 
said  Yong  be  then  alive;  and  that  they  doe  not  presume  to 
doe  anything  by  way  of  going  forward  or  backward,  or 
staying  or  returning,  otherwise  than  M^".  Yong  or,  in  his 
absence  as  aforesaid,  his  nephew  shall  direct.  And  in  case 
they  fail  heerein,  that  they  shall  be  exemplarly  and  severely 
punisht,  ffor  want  off  which  obedience  in  seamen  many 
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enterprizes    of  this    kind    are  very   well    known   to   have 
miscarried. 

''April,  1634. 
"  That  M''.  Secretary  Windebank  be  humbly  moved  to 
hasten  the  dispatch  off  His  Majesties'  letters  in  the  behalff 
of  Ml".  Yong  and  his  nephew  M^  Evelin,  which  is  to  be 
patent ;    and  that  together  with  giving  directions  to  the 
Colonies  and  Government  of  America,  to  give  him  assist- 
ance, and  no  interruption,  as  is  conteyned  in  a  former  note, 
His  Majesties'  subjectts  and  Officers  of  his  dominions  off 
Great  Britain  and   Ireland    may   be   required  to  do   the 
same.    That  he  be  pleased  to  speake  with  my  Lord  Cheefe 
Justice  Richardson  about  the  freing  of  M^.  Baker,  and  for 
the  delivery  up  off  his   surrties'  bonds,  and  to  pray  his 
Lordship  that  he  will  doo  it  speedily,  in  regard  M^".  Yong  is 
staying  for  his  dispatch.     That   he    bee   pleased  to   call 
speedily  for  such  off  M"".  Yong's   men  as  he  shall  name 
in  a  note,  whereoff  some  are  now  in  London,  and  some 
at  Gravesend  ;  who  must  be  sent  for  either  by  a  messenger 
or  a  warrant,  that  soo  they  may  bee  commanded  to  obey 
him.     That  he  be  pleased  to  send  for  M''.  Robinson,  the 
King's  searcher,  of  Gravesend,  and  to  signifie  to  him  in 
His  Majesties'  name  that  M''.Yong,  his  nephew  M^, Evelin, 
M"".  Baker  his  Cosmographer,  and  M'".  Scott  his  Phisition, 
have  already  given  satisfaction  to  his  Majestic,  in  swear- 
ing their  allegiance,  and  that,  therefore,  they  arr  not  more 
to  be  questioned  in  that  point ;  and  that  also  he  be  carefull 
to  give  them  all  furtherance  and  assistance  there,  and  that 
M''.  Secretary  be  pleased  to  command  him  to  s'gnifie  so 
much  also  concerning  his  Majesties'  pleasure  to  the  other 
searchers  there.     That  whereas,  upon  graunting  of  the  Ar- 
ticles to  M^  Yong,  which  His  Majestic  signed  long  ago, 
when  they  were  presented  by  M"".  Secretary  Windebank, 


ROBERT    EVELIX.  59 

it  was  thought  fitt  by  my  Lord  Cottington  and  M"".  At- 
torney, in  regard  to  the  latitude  of  the  place  where  the 
discoverie  is  to  be  sought  is  therein  mentioned,  that 
M"".  Yong  should  not  passe  them  under  the  great  scale 
till  such  times  as  he  were  ready  to  sett  forth  on  his 
voyage,  which  now  happeneth  to  be  soo  late  as  that 
the  date  of  His  Majesties'  raigne  is  newly  changed  from 
the  oi^^  to  the  lo*''  yeare.  M"".  Yong,  therefore,  humbly 
desireth  that  His  Majestic  may  be  moved  to  give  leave  to 
alter  the  mention  of  the  yeare,  that  soe  the  articles  may 
now  receave  a  date,  and  M'".  Yong  may  thereby  be  inabled 
to  scale  his  counterpart  to  His  Majestic,  and  that  soe  His 
Majesties'  articles  may  bee  putt  forward  towards  the  great 
scale.  Wherein  also  M''.  Yong  humbly  desires,  that  some 
verie  particular  order  may  be  given  by  His  Majestic  to 
my  Lord  Keeper  for  the  passing  and  keeping  private  of 
these  articles  from  being  scene  or  known  by  any. 

"  Pray,  Sir,  remember  to  ask  if  their  bee  anie  new  Go- 
vernor shortly  to  be  made  in  Virginia,  and  who  it  is." 

The  latest  date  in  the  records,  when  Robert 
Evelin's  name  appears,  is  April  6,  1649.  He  was 
then  granted  the  office  of  Supervisor  of  all  castles, 
manors,  &c.,  in  the  colony  of  Virginia,  durante 
vitcB. 

Thomas  Yong,  the  son  of  Gregory  Yong,  was 
born  in  London,  August  10,  1579-  He  purchased 
a  farm  in  James  City  county,  Virginia,  where  he  is 
supposed  to  have  died.  His  son,  Thomas,  received 
a  commission  in  the  army  from  General  Monk, 
"  long  before  he  declared  for  the  king."     He  sided 
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with  Bacon  in  his  Rebellion  in  1675  and  76.    There 
is  in  the  Record  Office,  London, — 

"An  Account  of  the  Estate  of  Thomas  Younge,  who 
was  taken  prisoner,  he  being  an  Officer  in  the  Rebellion, 
was  condemned  by  a  Court  Martiall,  and  hanged  in  York 
County  in  January  last.  This  being  taken  upon  the  oath 
of  Mary,  his  relict,  who  hath  given  bonds  for  the  same  : — 
Imprimis,  a  Plantation  with  a  good  dwelling-house,  a  very 
good  tobacco-house,  and  an  Indifferent  good  Orchard, 
their  seat  being  400  acres  of  land  in  James  City  county." 

Entry  is  also  found  of  a 

"Bond  from  Mary  Young  and  WiUiam  Wilkinson,  in 
;^ioo  penalty,  for  the  Estate  of  Thomas  Young,  deceased, 
late  husband  of  said  Mary." 

In  a  letter  of  that  period,  he  is  called  "  Cap- 
tain Young  of  Checkahominy."  He  was  executed 
in  January,  1675-6. 

In  the  northern  chancel  of  Wotton  Church  there 
is  an  alabaster  monument  to  the  memory  of  George 
Evelyn,  Esq.,  the  first  of  his  family  who  resided  at 
Wotton.  Beneath  the  effigies  of  this  George  Eve- 
lyn and  his  two  wives,  is  a  group  representing  his 
twenty-four  children.  The  first  four  figures  in  the 
group  represent  the  four  sons  who  survived  him, — 
Thomas,  John,  and  Robert,  by  his  first  wife,  and 
Richard  by  his  second. 

To  these  four  sons  he  left  estates  in  the  county 
of  Surrey ;    Richard,    the   youngest,    succeeded   to 
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Wotton,  and  became  the  father  of  the  celebrated 
John  Evelyn. 

The  male  descendants  of  Thomas,  the  eldest, 
became  extinct  in  1692.  John,  the  second  son,  is 
the  direct  ancestor  of  the  present  representative  of 
the  Evelyn  family.  It  is  of  Robert,  the  third  son, 
that  we  now  proceed  to  give  some  account,  though 
the  materials  are  very  scanty. 

He  was  probably  born  at  Long  Ditton,  in  Surrey, 
about  1 570.  His  mother.  Rose  (daughter  and  heiress 
of  Thomas  Williams,  brother  and  heir  of  Sir  John 
Williams,  Knight),  was  buried  at  Long  Ditton,  July 
21,  1577.  In  1598,  Queen  Elizabeth  granted  a 
patent  for  making  gunpowder,  digging  for  saltpetre, 
&c.,  to  John  Evelyn,  Robert  Evelin,  and  others, 
on  condition  of  delivering  at  the  Tower  of  London 
a  certain  number  of  lasts  annually. 

On  the  death  of  his  father  George,  (who  died 
May  29,  1603,  ^^^  was  buried  at  Wotton  May  31), 
Robert  Evelin  succeeded  to  an  estate  at  Godstone, 
Surrey;  and  in  the  same  year  (1603),  we  are  in- 
formed that  a  settlement  of  the  manor  of  Godstone 
was  made,  on  his  marriage  with  "Susanna,  daughter 
of  Gregory  Yung,  of  the  county  of  York,  Esq."  It 
is  likely  that  soon  after  his  father's  death  Robert 
became  involved  in  debt,  and  sold  the  Godstone 
estate  to  his  brother  John,  who  fixed  his  residence 
at  Godstone;  though  the  estate  was,  about  16 10, 
conveyed  to  Sir  William  Walter  of  Wimbledon,  by 
the   Evelyn  family,  as  an   indemnity  for  securities 
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which  he  had  entered  into  for  them.  In  county- 
histories  and  in  family  records  there  is  little  more 
told  of  Robert  Evelin,  except  that  he  died  before 
the  year  1639. 

From  the  table  of  descent,  annexed,  it  will  be 
seen  that  Robert  had  a  large  family  of  seven 
daughters  and  three  sons ;  and  that  his  second  son, 
Robert,  besides  his  eldest,  emigrated  to  America, 
the  West  Indies  being  a  general  term  for  all  trans- 
atlantic voyages.  The  male  representatives  of  this 
branch  of  the  Evelyn  family  are  supposed  to  be  ex- 
tinct, but  it  is  very  probable  that  there  are  many 
Enp-lish  families  descended  from  Robert  Evelin,  in 
the  female  line. 

We  subjoin  a  copy  of  the  fragment  of  a  letter, 
evidently  written  by  Robert  Evelin  the  elder  on  his 
departure  from  England.  The  letter  is  addressed 
to  his  "  mother,"  that  is,  to  his  stepmother  Joan, 
his  father's  widow.  The  allusion  to  his  sister  and 
brother  Stoughton,  shews  that  the  letter  must  have 
been  written  before  Nov.  11,  16 ro,  on  which  day 
Mrs.  Stoughton  died.  Mrs.  Stoughton  (born  Catha- 
rine Evelyn)  was  Robert's  half-sister,  and  was  mar- 
ried to  Thomas,  son  of  Lawrence  Stoughton,  Esq., 
of  Stoughton  in  Stoke,  near  Guildford.  The  letter 
therefore  was  written  before  Nov.  16 10,  and  after 
the  year  1 606,  when  the  will  of  Robert's  father  was 
proved.  We  may  assign  the  year  1609  ^s  the  pro- 
bable date  of  the  letter. 

The  "brother  Richard"  of  the  letter  is  his  half- 
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brother  Richard,  of  Wotton,  afterwards  father  of 
the  author  of  "Sylva."  The  "Mr.  Comber"  men- 
tioned in  the  letter,  was  a  relative  of  the  family, 
and  probably  identical  with  William  Comber,  one 
of  the  "overseers"  of  the  will  of  George  Evelyn, 
Robert's  father. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  original  letter  is  im- 
perfect, and  very  difficult  to  decipher.  Date  and 
signature  are  wanting  :  a  few  words  required  to 
complete  the  sense  have  been  conjecturally  supplied 
within  brackets  :  the  spelling  has  been  modernized. 
The  table  of  descent  will  shew  the  posterity  of 
Robert,  so  far  as  can  be  gathered  from  the  family 
records.  Our  authorities  for  the  above  facts  about 
Robert  Evelyn,  or  Evelin,  as  he  calls  himself,  are, 
first,  the  records  preserved  at  Wotton  House,  and 
secondly,  the  various  notices  in  Manning  and  Bray's 
"  History  of  Surrey,"  published  in  1809. 

From  the  records  at  Wotton  House. — Fragment 
of  a  letter  (dated  probably  about  1609)  from  Robert 
Evelin  (or  Evelyn)  to  his  step-mother,  Mrs.  Joan 
Evelyn,  relict  of  George  Evelyn,  of  Wotton,  Surrey, 
Esq.,  who  died  May  29,  1603  : — • 

"  Mother  Evelyn, — I  commend  me  most  particularly 
unto  you  and  to  my  brother  Richard,  hoping  in  God  of 
your  good  health,  which  I  beseech  God  long  to  continue 
to  his  will  and  pleasure  with  much  comfort  and  happi- 
ness. I  am  very  sorry  that  I  am  morgaged  so  much,  that 
I  am  driven  to  tell  you  to  pay  the  hundred  marks  to 
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Mr.  Stoughton  for  me,  which  you,  at  my  request,  did  stand 
bound  so  kindly  for  me  to  him,  I  am  much  grieved  at 
my  heart  for  it  that  my  estate  is  so  mean,  that  at  this  time 
I  am  not  able  to  repay  it ;  but  if  it  be  God's  pleasure  to 
restore  me,  I  will  repay  it  again  to  your  good  liking.  I 
am  going  to  the  sea,  a  long  and  dangerous  vo[yage,  with] 
other  men,  to  make  me  to  be  [able]  to  pay  my  debts,  and 
to  restore  my  decayed  estate  again ;  which,  I  beseech  God 
of  His  mercy  to  grant  it,  may  be  [made]  prosperous  unto 
me  to  His  honour,  and  my  comfort  in  this  world  and  in 
the  world  to  come  ;  and  I  beseech  you,  if  I  do  die,  that  you 
would  be  good  unto  my  poor  wife  and  children,  which, 
God  knows,  I  shall  leave  very  poor  and  very  mean,  if  my 
friends  be  not  good  unto  them,  for  my  sins  have  deserved 
these  punishments  and  far  greater  at  God's  hands,  which 
I  humbly  beseech  God  of  His  mercy  to  [pardon].  I  would 
have  gladly  seen  you  and  my  brother  at  this  time,  but 
that  the  captain  of  the  ship  made  such  haste  away  so 
suddenly.  I  am  very  sorry  for  the  debts  of  my  sister  and 
brother  Stoughton,  but  we  must  all  be  contented  with  the 
pleasure  of  Almighty  God.  [Whenever]  it  is  His  pleasure 
to  dispose  of  us,  no  doubt  they  are  most  happy  and  blessed, 
and  at  rest  with  God  and  out  of  this  troublesome  world. 
My  wife  commends  her  unto  you,  and  we  do  [heartily  and] 
most  humbly  thank  you  for  your  love  and  care  of  her;  and 
I  pray  God  give  her  years  to  shew  herself  dutiful  unto 
you  for  it,  and  thankful,  and  to  her  unkle.  My  mother 
Yunge,  and  my  brother  Morris''  and  his  wife,  commend 
them  unto  you,  and  I  would  entreat  you  commend  us  unto 

■=  John  Morris,  and  Catharine,  daughter  of  Gregory  Yong,  Esq., 
were  married  at  St.  Peter's  Church,  Cornhill,  London,  by  hcence, 
May  27,  1593. 
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Mr.  Comber  and  his  wife,  and  Mr.  Yunge  and  his  wife  ; 
and  I  would  entreat  my  brother  Richard,  and  Mr.  Comber, 
to  do  me  this  kindness,  that  when  [they]  go  to  London, 
they  would  sometimes  see  my  wife,  and  that  she  may  not 
think  that  all  my  friends  have  forsaken  her  ;  and  that  my 
brother  Richard  would  do  me  this  kindness,  as  to  give 
my  mother  Yunge  thank  for  her  [great]  care  of  me  and 
my  children,  and  I  shall  be  very  bound  to  him-for  it." 
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DESCENDANTS  OF  JOHN  EVELYN,  OF  KINGSTON. 

John  Evelyn,  of  Kingston,  where  he  was  living  in  1520,  and  died  1568. 

George  Evelyn,  born  1526  ;  married  ist  Rose,  daughter  of  Thomas  Williams, 
brother  and  heir  of  Sir  John  Williams,  knight ;  she  was  buried  at  Long- 
Ditton,  July  21,  1577.  He  married  2nd  Joane  Stint.  He  died  May  29, 
1603,  and  was  buried  at  Wotton  May  29.  He  had  24  children ;  four  of  his 
sons  survived  him. 


Thomas  John  Evelyn  (by  first 
Evelyn  wife),  marr.  about  1 582, 
(by  first  at  Kingston,  Elizabeth, 
wife),  daughter  and  heiress  of 

malede-       Wm.   Stevens.       John 
scend-  purchased       Godstone 

ants  from   his   brother  Ro- 

became  bert.  He  and  his  wife 
extinct  were  buried  at  West 
in  1692.  Dean,  Wilts.  Queen 
Elizabeth  visited  him 
in  1590,  at  Kingston. 
Ancestor  of  W.  J.  Eve- 
lyn, Esq. ,  of  Wotton. 


Robert  Evelyn  (by  first  wife),  of  Richard 
Long-Ditton,  succeeded  on  the  Evelyn 
death  of  his  father  to  an  estate  (by  se- 
at Godstone.     Marr.  Oct.  19,  cond 
1590,  at  St.  Peter's,  Comhill,  wife), 
London,  Susannah,  daughter  of  of  Wot- 
Gregory  Yong  and  Susannah,  ton  .  .  . 
of  London.   Gregory  Yong  was  Father 
born    at    Bedale,    Yorkshire ;  of  John 
died  1610,  and  his  wife  in  161 5,  Evelyn 
and  were  both  buried  in   St.  (Sylva). 
Peter's,    Cornhill.       Susannah 
Yong   was    born    in   London, 
Aug.,     1570,    and    christened 
Aug.  24. 
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DESCRIPTION 

OF 

THE    PROVINCE    OF 
NEIV  ALBION, 

And  a  Direction  for  Adventurers  with  small 

stock  to  get  two  for  one,  and 

good  land  freely : 

And    for  Gentlemen,   and  all   Servants,   Labourers 
and  Artificers  to  live  plentifully. 

And  a  former  Description  re-printed  of  the  heal- 
thiest, pleasantest,  and  richest  Plantation  of  New 
Albion  in  North  Virginia,  proved  by 
thirteen  witnesses. 

TOGETHER    WITH 

A   Letter  from    Master  Robert  Bvelin,   that   lived 

there  many  years,  shewing  the  particularities, 

and  excellency  thereof. 

With  a  binefe  of  the  charge  of  victuall,  and  neces- 
saries, to  transport  and  buy  stock  for  each  Planter,  or 
Labourer,  there  to  get  his  Master  '^oX.  per  Annum, 
or  more  in  twelve  trades,  at  lo  1.  charges 
onely  a  man. 

Printed  in  the  Year  1648. 


p.  Force,  Washingtoji,  1837. 


This  Epistle  and  Preface  shcivs  Catoes  best  rules  for  a  Plantation. 

To  the  right  honourable  and  mighty 

Lord  Edimind  by   Divine   Providence    Lord  Pro- 
prietor,   Earl    Palatine,    Governour    and    Captain 
Generall    of    the    Province    of   New   Albion,    and 
to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Vicount  Monson 
of  Castlemain,  the  Lord  Sherard  Baron  of  Letrim : 
and    to    all    other   the   Vicounts,    Barons,    Baronets, 
Knights,  Gentlemen,  Merchants,  Adventurers,  and 
Planters  of  the  hopefull  Company  of  New  Al- 
bion, in  all  44  undertakers  and  subscribers,  bound 
by  Indenture  to  bring  and  settle  3000  able  train- 
ed men  in  our  said  severall  Plantations,  in 
the  said  Province. 

Beauchamp  Plantagenet  of  Belvil  in  New  Albion  Esquire,  one 

of  the  Company,  wisheth  all  health,  happinesse,  and 

heavenly  blessings. 


May  it  please  your  good  Lordships 
and  fellow  Adventurers, 

"LTAving  been  blasted  with  the  whirlwind  of  this  late, 
unnaturall  and  civill  English  war,  seeing  the  Storm 
more  likely  to  encrease  then  to  calm,  I  recollected  my 
former  Journall  and  Manuall  notes  of  my  Travails  by 
Land  and  Sea  forty  years  since  in  Italy,  France,  Germany, 
Poland,  and  Belgia,  and  finding  Omne  solum  forti  patria, 
tit  piscibus  ceqiior ;  I  perused  all  the  books  of  any  Eng- 
lish Colonies,  and  by  often  conferences  of  the  traders  and 


70  A    DESCRIPTION    OF 

resident  planters,  of  the  present  state,  condition,  numbers, 
enemies,  bad  neighbours,  air,  health,  government,  fortifi- 
cation and  saftety,  religion,  quietnesse,  profit,  and  returns, 
shipping  for  supplie  and  vent  of  the  growing  commodi- 
ties ;  I  conferred  with  my  fellow  patients,  7  Knights  and 
Gentlemen,  my  kindred  and  neighbours,  and  reporting  the 
true  state  of  all  our  Colonies ;  and  whiles  thus  musing  I 
stood  all  a  maze  unresolved,  the  storm  grew  far  more 
tempestuous  with  thundering  and  lightning,  black  and 
terrible  gusts,  and  spouts,  that  made  the  rivers  rise  and 
my  friends  to  hide :  for  the  roaring  Cannon  beat  down 
their  wals  and  houses,  the  Musqueteers,  Dragoons,  and 
Pistold  horsemen  swept  all  Ca****  and  their  goods  afore 
them  ;  the  Pikemen  in  their  inclosures  and  retreats  left 
them  no  beds,  pots  or  pans  ;  their  silver  plate  was  turned 
into  earthern  dishes :  New  names,  and  terms,  like  an  un- 
known language,  and  like  to  strange  tongue  unheard  of 
in  all  the  Globe  as  far  as  our  Antipodes,  called  Caval- 
leers,  Engagers,  Independents,  Roundheads,  and  Malig- 
nants,  like  the  Gothes,  Huns,  and  Vandalls,  and  Alans, 
that  invaded  and  conquered  Italy^  Spaine,  and  France ; 
and  like  the  Saxons,  Jutes,  and  Angles,  that  conquered 
Britamiy.  These  having  plundered,  and  put  upon  us 
new  Laws  and  Ordinances,  called  Contribution,  Excise, 
Quartering,  and  Sequestrations,  my  friends  were  now  and 
rightly  by  Gods  Providence  made  light,  and  not  troubled 
or  incumbred  with  much  stufFe  to  travel  with,  nor  Farms, 
Tenements,  or  Copyholds,  and  for  our  sins  our  pride 
abated,  our  hearts  humbled  :  our  afflictions  made  us  pray 
heartily,  and  call  to  God  to  direct  us  to  infuse  contrition 
and  true  sorrow  and  purpose  of  amendment  to  follow  his 
calling.  Wee  found  this  storm  and  heavy  judgement  had 
likewise  afflicted  Scotland,  Ireland,  Man,  larscy,  and  Gam- 
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sey  Isles.  Then  perusing  my  old  evidences,  I  found  my  Aun- 
cestor  ^\x  Richard  Plantagcnet  had  Chawton,  Blendworth, 
Clanfield,  and  Catrington  in  Hampshire.  But  in  those 
Civil  wars  in  Henry  the  sixth  time,  much  like  these  or 
that  of  the  Guelfs  and  Gibellines  in  Italy,  all  was  lost. 
I  resolved  to  be  a  Newter  in  this  quarrell,  not  to  kill 
English  men  and  Christians,  but  with  Christ  to  fly  into 
Eg)'pt,  and  like  the  Apostle  Paid  to  fly  out  of  one  City 
into  another,  and  get  out  of  the  fire :  At  last  my  seven 
Knights  and  Gentlemen  imployed  me  the  oldest  and 
boldest  Traveller  to  see  all  English  Plantations,  by  war- 
rant to  buy  land  in  the  healthiest  and  best  for  us  eight, 
and  for  a  hundred  servants,  and  twenty  of  our  old  ten- 
ants and  families.  But  in  my  private  instructions,  I  was 
on  a  full  and  deliberate  council  directed  to  follow  old 
Catoes  rules  in  seating  of  the  Romane  Colonies,  begun 
to  be  seated  to  save  charge  of  Garrisons  in  new  Con- 
quests. First,  to  seat  in  a  healthy  pure  aire  :  else  after 
all  the  hazzard,  charge  and  building  past,  their  people 
die,  and  their  posterity  extinguish,  and  their  children 
inherit  sicknes  and  weaknesse.  Secondly,  to  sit  down 
in  a  fresh  navigable  river  for  trade  and  supply,  where 
there  was  stone  neer  to  build,  and  not  to  build  on  wood 
subject  to  firing  of  enemies,  negligence  of  servants,  or  trea- 
chery of  slaves  and  apprentices  ;  for  this  reason  I  on  my 
view  of  Virginia,  disliked  Virginia,  most  of  it  being  seated 
scatteringly  in  wooden  clove  board  houses,  where  many 
by  fire  were  undone,  and  by  two  massacres  in  an  instant 
fired,  without  any  Forts  there,  or  retreats  of  safety  in  time 
of  danger,  and  seated  amongst  Saltmarches  and  Creeks, 
where  thrice  worse  then  Essex,  and  Tenet,  and  Kent  for 
agues  and  diseases,  brackish  water  to  drink  and  use ;  and 
a  flat  Country,  and  standing  waters  in  woods  bred  a  dou- 
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ble  corrupt  air,  so  the  elements  corrupted  no  wonder  as 
the  old  Virginians  affirm,  the  sicknesse  there  the  first 
thirty  years  to  have  killed  looooo  men.  And  then  gene- 
rally five  of  six  imported  died,  and  now  in  lune^  Inly,  and 
August  chiefly,  one  in  nine  die  imported,  absent  a  year 
and  returning :  though  much  land  more  now  is  cleared 
and  victuall***  **tell  mendeth  the  diet.  Thirdly,  Catoes 
and  the  third  Romane  rules  was  to  seat  in  rich  land  so 
that  the  richnesse  of  the  place  and  neernesse  of  husbandry 
may  continue  the  Colony  with  plenty  and  safety :  this 
also  Virginia  for  the  most  part  wanteth,  they  living  in 
salts,  and  most  of  their  lands  after  two  crops  is  a  light 
hot  earth,  which  kils  barley  with  the  hot  ground  and  Sun 
in  May. 

Thus  instructed  I  viewed  Barbadoes  and  Saint  Christo- 
phers, Bermudoes,  Neiv  England,  and  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land;  Saint  CJiristophers  I  find  worne  out,  two  parts  full 
of  French  aliens  subject  to  blast  it,  and  winds  blowing 
away  Gotten,  wanting  victuals,  and  no  store  of  land ; 
Barbadoes  have  some  rich  men,  having  Sugar  mils,  In- 
dico,  Ginger,  Suckets  of  Oranges  and  Lemmons,  and  bad 
Tobacco  ;  but  their  usuall  bread  is  of  Cassada  roots, 
whose  juice  is  poyson,  so  the  negligence  of  a  servant 
or  slave  in  the  right  making  of  it  may  cost  the  whole 
family  a  poysoning ;  the  servants  usuall  food  is  some 
Pease,  Potatoes,  Roots,  and  those  boyled  make  their 
drink  called  Mobby,  and  Plantana  roots ;  some  rich  have 
Poultry,  and  Hogs,  and  Gows  tied  up  to  trees,  for  there 
are  few  Raunges  and  inclosures.  These  two  last  yeares 
the  plague  as  I  am  informed  killed  loooo  brave  people, 
and  there  are  many  hundreds  Rebell  Negro  slaves  in  the 
woods;  here  was  no  store  of  land  for  our  lOO  men  and 
their  families,  here  wants  the  English  mans  grasse,  and 
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SO  the  English  mans  Beef,  Mutton,  Milk,  Butter  and 
Cheese,  and  they  want  rivers  to  turn  their  Sugar  mils, 
so  that  Neiu  England  sendeth  Horses,  and  Virginia  Oxen, 
to  turn  them  at  excessive  rates,  and  their  keeping  is  there 
chargeable,  and  at  Barbadoes  they  buy  much  Beef  and 
Meal,  and  Pease,  and  Fish  from  Neiv  England,  and  other 
places,  yet  this  Isle  is  full  of  gallant  people,  very  civill 
and  well  governed,  and  now  no  fear  of  the  Spaniard  being 
so  populous.  Then  I  touched  at  Bernmdoes,  an  Isle 
twenty  miles  long,  and  ten  miles  over ;  and  in  some 
places  more  guarded  with  Rocks  and  Isles,  difficult  in 
accesse,  full  of  Figs,  Oranges,  Lemmons,  Pomcitrons,  Po- 
tatoes, and  Plantans,  Mays  wheat  for  bread,  excellent 
Fish,  Tobacco,  and  Pease  ;  healthy  too  and  quiet  in  go- 
vernment ;  But  this  Isle  being  but  a  pretty  prison,  Avas 
not  for  my  Companies  use.  Thence  I  sailed  to  Neiv 
England,  where  I  found  three  months  snow,  hard  winter, 
but  lean  land,  in  generall  all  along  the  sea  coast  well 
peopled  Towns,  the  people  very  thrifty,  industrious,  and 
temperate ;  their  fish  carried  to  Bilbao,  and  Saint  Scbas- 
tans,  their  Pipestaves  to  the  Isles  and  Spain,  and  the 
corn  of  the  floated  river  of  Connectaciit  is  transported,  and 
the  Beaver  trade  is  their  best  subsistence.  Still  hoping 
for  a  richer  and  more  temperate  soile,  I  went  to  Virginia, 
passing  310  miles  along  the  shoars  and  Isles  of  Nezv 
Albion,  by  ManJiatas  Isle,  by  Long  Isle,  Cape  May,  and 
the  two  Capes  of  Delaware  Bay,  by  the  lesser  and  south- 
ermost,  being  by  our  Sea-mens  observations  just  in  38 
degrees,  and  40  minutes,  and  so  to  Congotto,  and  Fets 
Isles  in  Maryland  to  Virginia ;  to  Neivports  News,  where 
receiving  kind  entertainment  at  Captain  MattJieivs,  at 
Master  Fantleroys,  and  free  quarter  in  all  places,  finding 
the  Indian  war  ended,  first  by  the  valour,  courage,  and 
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hot  charge  of  Captain  Marsliall,  and  valiant  Stikvcl,  and 
finished  by  the  personall  and  resolute  March  and  Victory 
of  Sir  William  Berkley  Governour,  there  taking  the  old 
King  Ope  Chaiikino  prisoner,  I  wandered  all  over,  finding 
no  place  for  the  reasons  aforesaid  fit  for  our  Companies  : 
I  went  to  C/iicacoen,  the  North  part  of  Virginia  on  Pazu- 
tomeck  river,  avoiding  it  and  Maryland,  which  I  found 
healthier  and  better  than  Virginia,  for  then  it  was  in  war 
both  with  the  SasqncJiannocks,  and  all  the  Eastern  Bay 
Indians,  and  a  Civill  war  between  some  revolters,  pro- 
testants,  assisted  by  50  plundered  Virginians,  by  whom 
M.  Leonard  Calvert  Governour  under  his  brother  the 
Lord  Baltamore,  was  taken  prisoner  and  expelled  :  and 
the  Isle  of  Kent  taken  from  him  also  by  Captain  Clayborn 
of  Virginia ;  yet  I  viewed  Kent  Isle,  too  wet,  and  plashy, 
having  bad  water,  but  there  and  at  CJiicacoen,  and  at 
Accomack  in  Virginia,  and  chiefly  in  Nciv  England,  they 
related  of  the  excellent  temper,  and  pure  aire,  fertility 
of  soile,  of  hils  that  sheltered  off  the  North-west  windes, 
and  blasts,  vallies  of  grapes,  rich  mines,  and  millions  of 
Elkes,  Stags,  Deer,  Turkeys,  Fowl,  Fish,  Gotten,  rare 
fruits,  Timber,  and  fair  plains,  and  clear  fields,  which 
other  Plantations  want,  this  excelling  all  others  :  and 
finding  it  lay  just  midway  between  Virginia,  too  hot 
and  aguish  in  the  blasted  plains  on  one  side,  and  the 
cold  Neiv-England  on  the  other,  and  in  the  same  situ- 
ation of  Naples,  the  Garden  of  Europe,  after  one  hunting 
voiage  and  ***  60  miles  on  one  side  oi  Albion,  and  310 
miles  on  the  other  side,  and  Long  Isle  finding  the  coun- 
tries better  and  pleasanter  than  related,  I  made  my  ad- 
dresses to  the  Lord  Governour  of  Albion,  and  having 
obtained  under  the  Province  Seal  my  grant  of  my  Manor 
of  Belvill  containing  loooo  acres,  on  a  navigable  river, 
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having  in  it  and  neer,  Alabaster,  Terras  for  plaister  of 
Paris,  Pudding  and  Slatstone,  store  of  Timber,  clear  Fields, 
Meads  and  Woods,  and  no  Indians  neer,  and  Vines,  I  re- 
solved to  return  to  Holland,  and  to  transport  my  friends, 
where  most  happily  the  second  time  meeting  his  Lord- 
ship, and  perusing  by  his  noble  favour,  all  his  Lordships 
Cards,  and  Seamens  draughts,  17  journall  books  of  dis- 
coveries, voiages,  huntings,  tradings,  and  severall  depo- 
sitions under  seal  of  the  great  Bever,  and  fur  trade,  rich 
mines,  and  many  secrets  and  rarities.  In  fourteen  days 
having  with  the  two  former  books  printed  oi  Albion  1637, 
and  1642.  made  a  full  abstract  and  collection,  agreing 
with  my  own  view  and  in  the  Depositions,  and  M.  Evelins, 
and  other  the  voiagers  of  Virginia  and  New  England, 
I  thought  it  most  necessary  for  the  good  of  all  the  Com- 
pany, and  many  Voluntiers  in  Holland,  distressed  in  Eng- 
land, and  noble  Knights,  Gentlemen,  that  with  a  little 
stock  may  gain  fair  and  rich  possessions,  and  live  in  peace 
and  quiet,  to  print  and  publish  this  my  labor  under  all 
your  Lordships  Protections,  most  humbly  craving  your 
Lordships  gentle  acceptance. 

And  because  it  conduceth  much  for  a  General  and 
a  Leader,  to  be  known  to  his  Commanders  and  Soldiers, 
his  abilities  and  vertues,  and  excellent  parts,  drawing  more 
men  of  honour  and  valour  to  follow  him  ;  it  contenting 
many  men  of  honour  and  dignity  to  be  led  and  com- 
manded by  a  better  and  more  honourable,  and  more  suf- 
ficient then  themselves,  and  not  their  inferiour:  the  meaner 
and  poorer  sort^expecting  all  encouragement,  justice,  and 
protection  ;  and  all  the  Company,  the  Adventurers,  and 
strangers  to  us  all,  may  more  freely  and  chearfully  goe  on, 
and  set  out  their  men,  and  expect  the  more  and  better 
returns  and  contentment,  under  his  government,  in  whom 
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Pietie,  Religion,  Honor,  Justice,  Learning,  Valor,  Judg- 
ment, Temperance,  and  Policie  shineth  ;  hope  without 
ofifence  or  imputation  of  flattery,  to  affirm  his  virtues  more 
then  the  gems  of  the  Coronet  of  this  our  Earl  Palatine, 
doe  adorn  his  noble  part. 

Since  to  me  conscicntia  mca  mille  testes,  I  have  had  the 
honour  to  be  admitted  as  his  familiar,  have  marched, 
lodged,  and  cabbined  together,  among  the  Indians  and 
in  Holland,  have  seen  so  many  of  his  Manuscript  Books, 
and  most  excellent  Rules  and  Observations  of  Law,  Jus- 
tice, Policy,  I  found  his  conversation  as  sweet  and  win- 
ning, as  grave  and  sober,  adorned  with  much  Learning, 
enriched  with  six  Languages,  most  grounded  and  expe- 
rienced in  formal  matters  of  State  policy,  and  govern- 
ment, trade  and  sea  voiages  by  4  years  travell  in  Ger- 
many, Finance,  Italy  and  Belgiiun,  by  5  years  living  an 
Officer  in  Ireland,  and  this  last  7  years  in  America,  his 
studie  and  suits  at  home  and  abroad  enabling  his  impar- 
tiall  and  infallible  judgement  of  Judicature,  and  certainly 
his  perfect  knowledge  of  his  23  Indian  Kings,  under  the 
command  of  this  our  Lord  Royall,  as  of  his  good  and 
bad  neighbours,  their  power,  wealth  and  weaknesse,  Eng- 
lish Aliens  and  Indians  appears  by  his  notes  and  books 
where  none  of  their  treacheries,  plots,  conspiracies,  halt- 
ings  and  villanies,  their  Antagonists,  their  numbers  and 
abilities,  the  advantage  of  our  arms  and  fights,  and  strata- 
gems are  as  Greek  phalanges,  and  they  as  Romane  Mani- 
ples and  enemies  to  side  with  ;  and  how  to  quiet  and  re- 
gain, kill,  or  surprise  them  is  not  expressed.  What  Port, 
Bay  and  soundings,  Creek,  river,  road,  quarries  of  stone, 
slat,  L-on  mines,  Gum-Dragoon,  Lead,  Gold,  and  Silver, 
Alablaster,  Terras,  Bolarmack,  red  soap  earth,  Terralem- 
nia,  Diers  ware,  Hearbs  and  Plants,  and  their  use,  Ocar, 
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Rudle,  Cinnaber  for  quicksilver  and  Vermilion,  is  not  in 
particular,  Cards  by  compasse,  and  scale  in  books,  with 
all  trials  and  witnesses  recorded. 

What  land  and  sea  profit,  fishing,  place  for  salt,  Potas, 
Dies,  Fruits,  Hearbs  and  Plants,  clear  Fields,  great  Plains, 
fine  and  thick  Grasse,  Marshes,  necks  of  land,  rich  black, 
moulded  countries  for  Tobacco,  Flaxe,  Rice,  choice  Trees, 
and  Timber  for  Shipping,  and  Pipestaves,  Masts,  Yards, 
Pitch,  Tar,  sheltred  places  for  Grapes  and  Fruits  ;  Gotten 
in  Gotten  river,  invincible  places  by  nature,  others  by 
a  little  charge  and  fort  to  be  made  impregnable,  is  not 
in  this  huge  and  waste  Province,  being  looo  mile  com- 
passe delineated  ;  and  what  Law  or  Policy,  and  summary 
Justice,  Gourts  of  Law,  Equity,  Appeals,  Awards,  or  refe- 
rences, sit  to  compose  differences,  reconcile  debates,  to 
unite  hearts,  to  settle  the  factious  and  seditious  in  any 
other  English  Golonies  or  Gountries,  and  fit  for  our  Jus- 
tice, is  not  explained. 

Therefore  my  good  Lords  and  Adventurers,  since  I 
speak  of  knowledge  or  view,  and  certain  reports  of  wise 
and  knowing  men,  I  shall  joy  and  congratulate  with  you 
all,  in  so  able,  sufficient,  and  honourable  a  Governour, 
happily  to  rule,  to  defend,  and  doe  us  justice;  a  tried 
and  seasoned  man,  and  excellent  Pilot  in  all  this  Land 
and  Seas,  not  afeared  in  person  as  a  true  Gaptain  Generall 
by  Land  and  Sea,  to  leade  and  settle  us  by  Boat,  Horse 
or  Foot,  as  able  and  willing  as  any  of  the  meanest ;  and 
therefore  I  think  at  first  as  most  materiall  to  expresse 
the  Law,  Statutes,  and  Judgments,  and  Acts  of  Parha- 
ment,  of  Gounts,  and  Gount  Palatines,  and  Gounty  Pala- 
tines, and  of  our  Province  and  Gounty  Palantine,  Liber- 
ties, and  the  ancient  family  1200  years  from  the  Saxons  in 
England^  of  our  Earl  Palatine,  his  pedigree  and  alliance. 
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And  since  according  as  other  Palatines,  as  he  of  Chester 
and  Duresine,  made  their  Barons  and  Knights,  as  therein 
many  are  yet  living,  you  my  Lord  have  begun  to  honour 
first  your  own  children,  I  tender  my  best  respects  unto 
your  own  sonne  and  heir  apparant  Francis  Lord  Ployden, 
Baron  oi  Mount  Royall,  and  Governour,  and  to  Thomas, 
Lord  Ployden,  Baron  of  Roynwnt,  High  Admirall :  and 
to  the  Lady  Wine/rid  Baronesse  of  Vvedale,  the  pattern 
of  mildnesse  and  modesty;  and  to  the  Lady  Barbara, 
Baronesse  of  RitcJineck^  the  mirrour  of  wit  and  beauty, 
and  to  the  Lady  KatJierine,  Baronesse  of  Prince*** t,  that 
pretty  babe  of  grace,  whose  fair  hands  I  kisse,  hoping  on 
your  Lordships  invitation  C.  C.  T.  and  your  two  Baronets 
L.  and  AT.  to  get  them  as  they  promised  to  goe  with  us. 
I  hope  to  get  your  Knights  and  200  Planters  on  this  side 
ready.  And  thus  with  tender  of  my  service  to  your  Lord- 
ships, and  all  the  Company,  I  rest 

Your  humblest  servant, 

Middleboro  this  5  of  Beauchamp  Plantagenet. 

Decemb,  1648. 
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CHAP.    I. 


FOr  the  first  creation  of  Earls  in  the  Saxons  time,  and 
since  by  the  Norman  Kings  in  Engla^id,  I  refer  you 
to  that  learned  Antiquary  Master  Scldcn,  his  Book  who 
writeth  at  large  in  his  Book  of  Titles  and  Honours,  as 
Avell  of  this  as  of  forain  Nations.  But  there  you  shall 
finde  Records  cited,  and  Earls  made  both  by  Privy  Signet 
and  Privy  Seal,  without  the  Great  Seal.  And  they  were 
not  then  meerly  titularly,  and  nominall,  without  Interest, 
Power  and  Judicature,  as  now  they  are  commonly  all,  ex- 
cept the  Earle  of  Ai'iuidell,  who  still  is  a  locall  feodall 
Earl,  by  possession  of  the  Castle,  and  of  some  Rapes  or 
Liberties;  for  the  Lord  Linnley,  not  long  since  for  some 
yeares  being  possessed  thereof,  was  for  such  time  Earle  of 
Arundell,  and  that  Earledome  is  confirmed,  and  so  ad- 
judged with  his  honour  and  precedency,  by  the  House 
of  Peers  entred  both  in  the  Parliament,  and  Court  of 
Honour  Rols :  and  the  Royall  Grant  was.  Do  tibi  Comi- 
tatiini  &  tertiam  partem  proficiioriim,  nude  Comes  est.  And 
he  made  the  Sheriffe,  or  his  Vicount,  or  Deputy :  And  the 
County  Court  was  his,  and  it  was  an  honour  and  office, 
both  with  the  County  and  assignable,  the  assignee  en- 
joying the  County,  honour  and  office,  as  in  Master  Seldens 
Booke  is  cited  in  their  Patents,  and  was  not  so  many  large 
words  for  his  Title  and  Peerage  as  is  now  used. 

But  in  the  Reports  9  lacobi  of  Sir  lohn  Davis  in  the  case 
of  the  County  Palatine,  and  in  the  Fourth  Part  of  the 
Institutes  of  Sir  Edward  Coke,  of  jurisdiction  of  Courts, 
of  the  three  County  Palatines,  yet  in  Englatid,  you  may 
see  Acts  of  Parliament,  Judgements  and  full  '&\xio.Da- 
matter,  shewing,  That  there  were  Comitcs  Pa-  '^'^fi^-  59- 
latini  of  the  first  and  higher  ranke,  which  had  in  their  Terri- 
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tones  absolute  command  in  Martiall,  civill  and  criminal 
matters,  with  all  Royalties  and  Regalities  which  the  se- 
cond order  of  titulary  or  nominall  Earls  had  not,  both  in 
the  Saxons  and  Normans  time,  long  before  the  title  of 
Duke,  Marquesse,  or  Vicount  were  there  granted.  Se- 
condly, Conies  Palatums  was  Comes  Palatii,  being  a  chief 
Councell   and  Companion   to  the  Emperour   or 

.  .  Fol.  60. 

King,  Comes  Ciiranim  Par  extans  Cnris,  solo  dia- 

demate  dispar.  That  in  Chester,  Durham,  Lancaster  and 
Pembroke,  were  made  Earl  Palatines,  and  County  Pala- 
tines :  and  in  Ireland  in  Lemster,  Earl  Stronghoiv,  Sir 
Hugh  de  Lacy  in  Aleth,  to  Sir  Hugh  de  Lacy  the  younger 
in  Vlster.  That  William  Marshall  marrying  Earl  Strong- 
bows  daughter,  had  by  her  five  daughters :  So  as  the 
Province  of  Lemster  descending  to  them,  it  was  divided 
into  five  Counties,  to  each  of  them  one  County  Palatine. 

That  B}'acto7i  the  antientest  of  Lawyers,  averres 

:  .  Fol.  62. 

Earl   Palatines  have  regall  power  in  all  things 

saving  Liegance  to  the  King;  Httgh  Licpus  by  the  Con- 

querour  was  made  Earl  Palatine  of  the  County  of  Chester, 

as  free  to  the  sword,  as  the  King  to  the  Crown,  and  the 

Palatine  of  Chester  made   Barons,  the  Baron  of  Haulton, 

the  Baron  of  Malbanck,  the  Baron  of  Malpas,  the  Baron 

of  ICinderton,  and  in  Lancaster,  the  Baron  of  Walton  in 

Durham,  the  Baron  of  Hilton,  and  in  Meth,  Magnates  and 

Barons  ;  Baron  de  Streene,  Baron  de  Naven,  Baron  de  Bal- 

trim.  Baron  de  la  Narron,  Baron  de  Rheban  in  Kildare ; 

the  Baron  I  drone  in  Caterlogh,  the  Baron  oi  Burn- Church 

in  Kilkenny,  Baron  of  Nevill  in  Wexford,  Baron  oi  Loughmo 

in   Tiperary,  Baron  Misset,  and   Baron   Savage  in  Vlster. 

That  these  Earles   Palatines   had   Parliaments, 

made  tenures  m  Capite,  and  grand  berjancy,  and 

the  tenants  sued  out  Licence  of  Alienations,  and  all  Writs 

M 
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and  Pleas,  Officers,  Chancelours,  Judges,  and  that  none  of 
the  Kings   Officers   could  enter  there,  or  that  the  Kings 
Writs,  neither  at  Law  or  Chancery  did  lie  or  run  there, 
"^xx E.Coke    ^^d  ^hat  the  County  Palatine  was  thereby  ab- 
Fol. 211.      solutely  severed  from    the    Crowne.     That   the 
County   Palatine   of  Lancaster  was   created    by  that    of 
Chester:  and  to  Chester  was  annexed  his  conquered  small 
County  of  Flint   in    Wales,   and   made  besides 
the  four  above,  foure  other  Barons :    Vernon  of 
Saybrook,  Hammond  de  Massi  Baron  of  Durham,  and  the 
Barons  of  Haivardin  and   Stockport,   and    in   other  Anti- 
quities, Cornzvall  Baron  of  Bnrford  in  Shropshire. 

That  any  Manors  or  Lands  lying  out  of  the  County 
Palatine  if  held  thereof,  and  the  pleas  of  the  inha- 
bitants there  arising  shall  bee  tried  within  the  County 
Palatine. 

Thomas    and   Hugh   Count    Palatines   both,    and    both 
Bishops   pleaded    and    returned    to    the    Kings 

Fol.221.  „_       ^         ^  '^ 

Writs :    I  am  a  Lord   Royall  here,   the  Kings 

Writs  doe  not  run  here. 

The  eldest  sisters  son  by  descent  after  her  mother  was 

Earl  Palatine  of  Pembroke ;   And  the  Law,  Reports,  and 

Abridgements,  shew  they  made  Knights,  and  as  Knights 

were  to  be  impleaded ;  Divers  statutes  shew  Durham  and 

the  Earl  Palatines,  Mints,  Durham  pence  yet  extant.    The 

Earl  Palatines  had  in  their  Counties  lura  Re- 
Fol.  204. 

galia,  as  the  King  had  in  his  Palace,  &c. 

^xxlo.Da-         In  the  Lord  Lovels  Case,  the  name  or  title 

VIS  Fol.  60.  .  -  T^ .       .  1  1 .  . 

of  a  Baron  is  no  name  of  Dignity  or  addition, 
8  H.  6.  10.  but  Earl  is  parcell  of  his  name,  and  of  the 
substance  of  his  name,  and  if  it  be  left  out  of  the  Writ, 
the  Writ  shall  abate,  39  E.  3.  35.  the  case  of  Gilbert 
Vmfrevill  Earl  of  Angus  ;  and  14  E.  3.  Brief  27^1.  the  case 
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o{  Hugh  de  Audley  Earle  of  Gloncestor ;  yet  note  Master 
Biirlacy,  for  not  calling  the  Lord  Mohun  Lord,  but  Mohun, 
was  committed  to  prison  ;  and  note  in  a  Star-chamber 
Brief  the  Lord  Verulam,  his  widow  marrying  Sir  John 
Vnderhill,  was  called  and  charged  as  my  Lady  Vuderhill, 
the  late  wife  of  Vicount  Veriilavi,  and  not  being  called 
Vicountesse,  the  Bill  was  cast  out,  and  a  Fine  for  dis- 
honour imposed. 

Now  there  be  four  other  Lord  Proprietors  that  have 
Palatine  jurisdiction  granted,  and  Provinces  in  the  West- 
India  Isles,  Florida  and  Maryland,  and  as  free  as  the 
Bishop  of  Dnrhani  had,  but  none  have  a  speciall  creation 
of  an  Earle  Palatine,  but  ours  of  New  Albion:  nor  have 
they  the  Lords  with  such  Additions,  Titles,  Dignities,  and 
Priviledges,  as  either  Durham  or  any  other  had,  nor  any 
speciall  grant  to  coin  money  ;  in  that  of  Maryland  speciall 
Resort  or  Soveraign  Dominion,  which  is  a  Court  of  Ap- 
peal, as  in  the  case  of  King  E.  the  third,  and  his  son  E.  in 
Aquitany,  with  free  fishing,  and  wood  for  houses,  and  to 
set  up  fishing  stages,  is  reserved  ;  else  all  the  Lord  Pro- 
prietors have  all  the  like  Royalties  and  Regali-  gir^.  Coke 
ties,  and  all  these  ii  Z/.  6.  in  a  long  Roll  par-  ^''^•216. 
ticularly  expressed,  are  confirmed  by  Parliament  to  the 
Bishop  of  Durham,  and  so  thereby  to  all  the  Lord  Pro- 
prietors. And  all  of  them  have  a  speciall  clause  to  give 
to  the  well  deserving  inhabitants  in  those  Provinces,  Titles, 
Honour  and  Dignities,  so  as  they  be  not  the  same  used  in 
England.  Now  though  some  question  is  made  whether 
the  other  four  Lord  Proprietors  can  make  Barons  or  any 
Knights  in  their  Provinces,  because  such  Honours  and 
Titles  of  Barons  and  Knights,  are  used  here ;  but  there  is 
no  question  or  doubt  in  the  Province  of  Nezv  Albion,  our 
Lord  being  an  Earle  Palatine  16  years  standing,  as  free  as 
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Chester  and  Pembroke ,  or  Lacy,  or  Stronghow  in  Ireland,  by 
that  second  power  according  to  the  judged  cases  in  Law 
and  in  Parliament,  may  make  Provinciall,  locall  and  few- 
dall  Barons,  as  the  19  above  named,  and  make  Knight 
Batchelours,  thougli  here  used,  and  to  have  precedency,  as 
others  have  had  heretofore,  though  his  intended  order  of 
Knights  of  the  Coversion  of  Albion  is  more  proper.  And 
for  our  Earle  Palatines  Honour  and  Peerage  in  Ireland, 
and  to  make  his  proxy  in  his  absence  in  that  House  of 
Peers  there,  with  all  such  Honor  and  Titles,  of  Precedency 
to  him,  his  Countesse,  and  children  in  all  places,  as  an 
Irish  Earl,  the  special  Decree  and  Clauses  in  the  Charter 
doth  fully  warrant  it.  All  the  Civilians,  Pleaders  in  the 
Court  of  Honour,  and  two  Serjeants  of  the  coife  at  Law, 
nine  in  number,  have  certified  it,  and  enrolled  on  record, 
and  is  exemplified  under  the  seal ;  the  Barones  of  Nova 
Scotia  being  President  in  the  like  case.  And  note  both 
the  King  of  France,  and  this  our  King^  have  made  Barons 
and  Knights,  Hollanders,  that  have  precedency  there  be- 
fore other  the  subjects  there. 

But  to  answer  an  objection  of  some  not  truly  informed 
and  mistaken,  conceiving  that  our  Earle  Palatine  might 
in  his  Countrey  onely  and  no  where  else,  have  his  Honour, 
Title  and  Precedency.  I  answer,  that  our  Soveraign  Lord 
King  Charles,  as  Emperour  of  England,  under  his  Privy 
Signet,  signed  with  his  Royall  hand,  so  granted  and 
created  him,  which  alone  had  been  sufficient,  as  others 
have  been  made,  in  Master  Seldens  Book,  Records  and 
Presidents  mentioned  ;  but  being  farther  with  speciall 
Clauses  and  Decree,  and  speciall  Creation,  so  made  and 
particularly  granted,  that  both  by  Tenure  and  Depend- 
ency, and  that  this  Province  shall  be  of  the  Liegance 
of  Ireland,  and  all  there  born  to  be  free  Denizens  thereof, 
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and  under  his  Majesties  Great  Seal,  there  is  no  doubt 
or  question  thereof;  For  he  is  no  AHen  Earl  made  by 
an  Alien  King,  as  Copply  by  the  French  King,  Duke 
Dudley,  and  Count  Ariindell  by  the  Emperour,  but  by 
our  own  King  the  fountain  of  Honour  ;  For  an  Earl  by 
his  Charter  carrieth  his  Honour  with  him  in  all  places, 
and  that  is  his  true  name  as  above  is  adjudged,  and  is 
not  to  be  sued  or  sue,  is  adjudged,  without  it;  and  so  the 
more  learned  Civilians  and  Serjeants  have  certified :  and 
Nova  Scotia  is  so  annexed  to  Scotland,  Adajn  de  Valentia, 
and  Marshall,  Earle  Palatines  of  Pembroke  by  Conquest 
in  the  kingdome  or  Principality  of  Wales,  then  out  of 
England  was  a  Peer  to  the  English  Parliament,  and  so 
the  three  Irish  Conquerors  Palatines  recited ;  and  how 
absurd  a  conceit  it  is  that  our  Earl  Palatine  of  Albion, 
and  he  of  Pembroke  in  Wales,  and  the  rest  having  all 
Regalities,  and  Powers,  Lordship,  Honour  and  Titles,  and 
power  to  give  Honours  and  make  Barons  coming  out  of 
tlieir  countries  into  England,  should  here  bee  un-Lorded 
and  debased  unto  Esquires  without  Lordship,  Honour 
or  Precedency.  And  note  all  these,  and  'E.divl  Fits  Allen 
in  his  locall  Earldome  of  Arundell  by  Writ  being  called 
to  Parliament,  is  not  there  by  an  Earl ;  for  to  be  called 
by  Writ,  is  onely  to  be  a  Lord  or  Baron,  and  so  the 
Earle  of  Arundells  Title  and  Precedency  was  adjudged 
him  after  long  debate  by  Parliament.  To  conclude  the 
Earl  Palatines  of  Chester  and  Pembroke,  and  Montgomery 
or  de  Belesmo  in  Shropshire,  were  the  greatest  Princes  of 
England ;  and  by  their  Conquests,  and  so  in  Ireland  by 
their  Hazard  and  Conquests  that  kingdome  and  Wales 
is  gotton  to  this  Crown  :  And  so  the  now  Lord  five  Pro- 
prietors that  now  conquer  on  Indians,  and  convert  Pagons, 
and  civilize  them,  and  bring  them  to  the  obedience  of  our 
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Soveraign,  and  at  their  own  charges  have  made  an  en- 
trance and  sure  way  with  the  other  Colonies  o^  America 
to  make  our  Soveraign  an  Emperour  of  A7ne7'ica,  having 
now  neer  two  hundred  thousand  to  defend  his  Empire ; 
and  therefore  deserve  all  Honour  and  Encouragement; 
amongst  which  our  Earl  Palatine  having  adventured  his 
person  seven  years,  with  so  much  hazard  and  charges, 
is  chiefly  to  be  advanced  and  honoured  according  to  his 
worth. 

Now  for  the  pedegree  and  ancient  Family  of  our  Earl 
Palatine  of  200  years  descent,  being  in  England  and  bor- 
ders of  Wales  :  I  finde  onely  a  letter  in  the  name  changed, 
in  each  Age,  and  Conquest  or  change  of  Nation  ;  for  in 
Henry  of  Huntingdon,  and  William  of  Malmsbury,  his 
Chronicles  of  all  the  Saxon  Princes,  that  have  arrived,  and 
seated,  and  conquered  the  Britains ;  this  family  descending 
of  a  daughter,  came  with  those  Princes  into  Britany ;  and 
I  find  that  in  lower  Saxony  near  Hamboro,  and  Holstein 
a  member  of  the  Empire,  and  in  all  Maps  there  is  still  in 
that  harsh  language  Ployen,  a  wall'd  City  by  a  lake,  and 
Plowen  a  v/alled  Castle  of  Count  Ploiven,  a  Count  of  the 
sacred  Empire,  in  Grimstons  and  other  Histories  men- 
tioned ;  Now  the  Welch  make  and  turn  the  vowel  ti  into 
/  or  y,  as  from  Briitiis  to  Britons,  so  Plowden  to  Ployden, 
as  all  Maps  write  it.  In  Deeds,  and  the  Bishop  of  Here- 
fords  Records  I  find  Anno  Domijii  go^.  an  Exchange /r^ 
decern  manlis  vocat  Ploydanes  place  snpev  gnas  Episcoptis 
csdijicaturus  est  Casincm,  called  Bishops  Castle,  in  which 
Town  the  Ploydens  have  much  lands  and  tenements,  hav- 
ing Ployden  Manor,  Ployden  HaW,  Longvill Castle,  and  thir- 
teen Townes  about  it  to  this  day,  and  at  the  coming  in  of 
H.  the  seventh  were  Commanders  of  that  country,  and  Con- 
stables, or  Chastellains  of  that  Fort  of  Bishops  Castle  ;  now 
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Ploydan  and  Ployden  is  all  one,  Forest  of  Danes  for  Dene, 
the  Norman  pronuntiation,  which  name  of  Ployden  signi- 
fieth  kill  Dane,  or  wound  Dane:  and  Pleyden  by  Ry  in 
Sussex  was  of  this  house,  and  signifieth  in  French  hurt 
Dane,  and  this  Pleyden  sent  his  sons  and  conquered  in 
Normandy,  where  are  five  families  yet :  and  the  heir  of 
Pleyden  wanting  issue,  made  it  an  Hospitall,  now  held  by 
the  Earle  of  TJianet,  Lord  Toston ;  So  Plowen,  Ployen, 
Playdane,  Ployden,  Plowden  and  Pleyden  is  all  one,  for  the 
change  in  time,  and  severall  Nations  pronunciation,  Sax- 
ons, Danes,  English,  Welch  and  Normans.  And  note,  to 
this  day  an  Esquire  in  France  of  300  yeares  standing  of 
Coat  Armor  shall  take  place  and  precedency  of  any  Earle, 
Vicount  or  Baron,  which  is  not  so  ancient  of  Coat  Armor, 
they  not  allowing  the  King  by  new  creations  to  bar  their 
inheritance  and  precedency.  And  for  their  greatnesse  and 
pedegree,  I  finde  Ployden  married  the  daughter  of  JoJin  de 
Monte  Goinerico  (now  called  Mount  Go7?iery)  Earl  of  Salop- 
shire,  in  William  the  Conquerours  reign,  and  in  Edivard 
the  thirds  time  married  the  daughter  of  that  great  and  rich 
Knight  Burlcy  Conquerour  in  France ;  Humphrey  Poyden 
in  H.  the  sevenths  time  married  the  daughter  and  heir 
Stury  of  Stury  Hall,  daughter  of  Corbet,  of  Morton  Corbet, 
by  whom  the  L  aeons,  Lay  tons,  ***omlees,  Purcelswollascot, 
of  Wollascot,  and  the  two  Baronets  Lee  and  Corbet  Knights 
for  the  County  of  Salop  to  this  Parliament,  are  of  his  kin- 
dred. And  of  the  daughters  of  JoJin  Ployden,  Lord  Blany 
of  Ireland,  and  of  the  other  daughter  marled  to  LLardzvick, 
grandmother  to  that  great  ***///  of  Clause  Q2,s\\q.  ;  the  third 
daughter  married  to  Walcot  of  Walcot  Close  ***  Ployden, 
yet  men  of  great  possessions,  the  Countesse  of  Bristoll 
being  a  Walcot,  and  so  her  sons,  the  Lord  Digby  and  Sir 
Leivis  Dives,  and  Vicountesse  Chichester,  or  Belfast,  and 
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the  other  Ladles  her  daughters  are  descended,  and  are  his 
kindred.  Our  Earl  Palatines  mother  being  sister  of  Sir 
Richard  Fernior  of  Somertoii,  and  cousen  of  Sir  Geoi'ge 
and  Sir  Haito7i  Fermor,  descended  of  the  KnigJitlies,  and 
so  the  Lord  Vicount  Say  and  Seal,  the  Countesse  of  Tho- 
mond  a  Fermor,  and  her  children,  and  Vicount  IVenman 
marrying  Sir  Hattoii  Fermors  children  :  the  Baronesse  of 
Abci'gemiy,  and  her  sister  married  to  Baronet  Gage  are  his 
Neeces  ;  his  mother  the  Lady  Penelope,  daughter  to  the  Lord 
Darcy,  Vicount  Colchester,  Earl  Rivers ;  but  his  branches 
for  three  last  descents  are  so  many,  and  at  least  fifty  Baro- 
nets, Knights  Equires,  of  loool.  per  annum  at  least,  and 
their  numerous  issue ;  but  for  heir  males  of  the  name  his 
first  is  Ployden  of  Wansteed,  Ployden  of  Shippla**  Ployden 
of  Askon,  Ployden  of  Ployden,  and  Ployden  of  Lee,  and 
Doctor  Ployden  late  of  Lambeth.  And  for  his  now  wife 
Countesse  Palatine,  daughter  and  heir  to  two  worthy  fami- 
lies, Neece  of  Sir  George  and  Sir  Hamb.  Panlet  deceased, 
in  that  pedegree  300  from  the  Marquesse  of  Winchester 
Lord  high  Treasurer  of  England  are  allied.  All  which  I 
have  more  fully  published,  that  all  of  his  kindred  may,  any 
ways  poor  or  oppressed,  the  sooner  be  preferred,  advanced 
and  transplanted  to  this  most  rich  and  pleasant  Province, 
and  to  great  possessions  and  honours  there,  as  great  Strong- 
bow  did  1200  of  his  to  Wexford  and  Lemster  in  Lreland. 


CHAP.  H. 

NOw  for  the  full  and  ample  satisfaction  of  the  Reader 
of  his  Majesties  full  title,  and  power  to  grant,  enjoy, 
and  possesse  these  countries,  as  well  against  Aliens  as 
Indians  which  this  forty  years  hath  not  been  by  print  de- 
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clarcd,  we  may  read  at  large  Master  Haditits  Voyages 
and    Discoveries,  Master   Pnrchas   and    Captain   Smiths  : 
for   when   the    Spaniard  and    Fortugall    discovered    and 
possest  140  years  since  the  East-Indies,  Brasill,  the  South 
part  oi  America,  the  Charibees  and  Antell  Isles,  and  seated 
Saint  loJin  de  porto  Rico,  HispanioJa,  Jamaica  and  Cuba, 
and  the  Fort  and  Port  of  Havajiah,  against  the  Gulf  and 
Current,  Batiiana  Isles,  and  point  of  Florida ;  then  that 
most  powerfull  and  richest  King  of  Europe,  King  Henry 
the  seventh  of  England  sent  out  an  English  man  born  in 
Bristoll  called  Cabot,  granted  under  his  Great  Seal  to  him 
all  places  and  countries  by  him  to  be  discovered  and  pos- 
sest ;  who.  then  beginning  at  Cape  Florida  discovered,  en- 
tred  on,  took  possession,  set  up  crosses,  and  procured  at- 
turnment  and  acknowledgement  of  the  Indian   Kings  to 
his    then    Majesty,  as  Head,  Lord  and  Emperour  of  the 
South-west  America,  all  along  that  coast  both  in  Florida 
from  20  degrees  to  35,  where  old    Virginia  in  35  and  30 
minutes  65  years  since  was  seated  by  5  severall  Colonies 
about  Croatan  Cape,  Haloraske,  and  Raivlcys  Isle,  by  Sir 
Walter  Rawley,  who  had  from  Queen  Elizabeth  that  place, 
and  two  hundred  leagues  from  it  in  all  places  adjoyning  ; 
Sir  Richard  Greenfield,  Sir  Ralph  Lane,  and  Master  White 
his  partners  seating  and  fortifying  there  ;  the  said  Cabot, 
farther  taking  possession  in  37  of  that  part  called  Virginia 
and   Chisapeack  Bay   being  now  his    Majesties   Demesne 
Colony  of  Virginia,  and  of  the  next  great  Bay  in  or  neer 
39,  called  now  by  the  Dutch  Cape  Henlopen,  the  south  river, 
and  by  us  Cape  lames  and  Delaware  Bay  of  the  Baron  of 
Delawares  name,  being  then  Governour  of   Virginia,  who 
by    Sir    Thomas  Dale  and    Sir  Samuel  Argoll,  40  yeares 
since  took  possession  and  atturnment  of  the  Indian  Kings, 
and  60  years  since  Sir  Walter  Raivlcy  seated  and  left  30 
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men  and  four  pieces  of  Ordnance,  at  the  Creek  neer  Cape 
lames,  by  the  Dutch  called  Hoarkill,  by  us  Roymont,  and 
by  the  Indians  Cid  AcJiomoca  ;  and  so  the  next  river  by 
us  called  Hitdsons  river,  of  the  name  of  Hudson  an  Eng- 
lish man,  the  discoverer  thirty  five  years  since,  who  sold 
his  discovery,  plots  and  cards  to  the  Dutch  ;  and  so  Cabot 
discovered  severall  rivers  and  countries  all  along  the  coast 
North-East,  now  called  New  England,  and  divided  in  nine 
severall  Governments,  and  further  discovered  Port  Royall, 
and  that  part  called  Nezv  Scotland,  and  set  up  Crosses, 
where  you  may  see  in  the  French  Book  called  Neiv  France, 
the  French  found  an  old  Crosse  all  mossy,  in  an  eminent 
place  at  the  head  of  that  Bay  and  Port,  and  discovered 
all  that  coast  and  Nezv- found-land,  and  that  called  Terra 
de  Lahorador,  or  New  Britain,  as  far  as  the  frozen  strait  of 
Davis ;  Shortly  after  one  Master  Horc  in  the  Reign  of 
King  Henry  the  8th,  renued  this  actual  possession,  atturn- 
ment  of  the  Indian  Kings,  brought  home  divers  of  the 
chief  Indian  Kings  to  England,  who  gave  their  Homage 
and  Oath  of  fidelity  for  these  countries  to  King  Henry 
the  eight  in  person  sitting  on  his  throne  in  State  in  his 
Palace  Hall  at  Westminster.  Then  Virginia  being  granted, 
settled,  and  all  that  part  now  called  Maryland,  Neiv  Albion^ 
and  New  Scotland,  being  part  of  Virginia,  Sir  Thomas 
Dale,  and  Sir  Samnel  Argoll,  Captains  and  Counsellors 
of  Virginia,  hearing  of  divers  Aliens  and  Intruders,  and 
Traders  without  licence,  with  a  Vessell  and  forty  soldiers 
landed  at  a  place  called  Mount  Desert  in  Nova  Scotia 
neer  S.  Johns  river,  or  Tzuede,  possest  by  the  French, 
there  killed  some  French,  took  away  their  Guns  and 
dismantled  the  Fort,  and  in  their  return  landed  at  Man- 
hatas  Isle  in  Hudsons  river,  where  they  found  four  houses 
built,  and  a  pretended  Dutch  Governour,  under  the  West- 
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India  Company  oi  Amsterdam  share  or  part;  who  kept 
trading  BOATS,  and  trucking  with  the  Indians ;  but  the 
said  Knights  told  him  their  Commission  was  to  expell 
him  and  all  Aliens  Intruders  on  his  Majesties  Dominion 
and  Territories,  this  being  part  of  Virginia,  and  this  river 
an  English  discovery  of  Hudson  an  English  man,  the 
Dutch  man  contented  them  for  their  charge  and  voiage, 
and  by  his  Letter  sent  to  Virginia  and  recorded,  submitted 
himself,  Company  and  Plantation  to  his  Majesty,  and 
to  the  Governour  and  government  of  Virginia;  but  the 
next  pretended  Dutch  Governour  in  Maps  and  printed 
Cards,  calling  this  part  Nezv  NetJierland,  failing  in  pay- 
ing of  customes  at  his  return  to  Plymonth  in  England, 
was  there  with  his  Bever  goods  and  person,  attached  to 
his  damage  of  1500/.  w^hereupon  at  the  suit  of  the  Gov- 
ernour and  Councell  of  Virginia,  his  now  Majesty  by 
his  Embassadour  in  Holland,  complaining  of  the  said 
Aliens  intrusion  on  such  his  Territories  and  Dominions, 
the  said  Lords,  the  States  of  Holland,  by  their  publique 
instrument  declared,  That  they  did  not  avow,  nor  would 
protect  them,  being  a  private  party  of  the  Amsterdam 
West-India  Company,  but  left  them  to  his  Majesties 
will  and  mercy :  whereupon  three  severall  Orders  from 
the  Councell  Table,  and  Commissions  have  been  granted 
for  the  expelling  and  removing  them  thence,  of  which 
they  taking  notice,  and  knowing  their  weaknesse  and 
want  of  victuals,  have  offered  to  sell  the  same  for  2500  /. 
And  lastly,  taking  advantage  of  our  present  war  and 
destractions,  now  ask  yoool.  and  have  lately  offered 
many  affronts  and  damages  to  his  Majesties  subjects 
in  New  England:  and  in  generall  endanger  all  his  Ma- 
jesties adjoyning  Countries,  most  wickedly,  feloniously, 
and   traiterously,  contrary  to   the   Marine  and  Admirall 
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Laws  of  all  Christians,  sell  by  whole  sale  guns,  powder, 
shot  and  ammunition  to  the  Indians,  instructing  them  in 
the  use  of  our  fights  and  arms  ;  insomuch  as  2000  Indians 
by  them  armed,  Mohacks,  Raritans,  and  some  of  Long 
Isle  with  their  own  guns  so  sold  them,  fall  into  war 
with  the  Dutch,  destroyed  all  their  scattering  Farms 
and  Boors,  in  forcing  them  all  to  retire  to  their  Up  fort 
40  leagues  up  that  river,  and  to  Manhatas,  for  all  or  most 
retreating  to  Manhatas,  it  is  now  a  pretty  town  of  trade 
having  more  English  than  Dutch :  and  it  is  very  consi- 
derable that  three  years  since  Stiiy  their  Governour  put 
out  his  Declaration,  confessing  that  the  neighbour  Eng- 
lish might  well  be  offended  with  their  selling  Indians 
arms  and  ammunition,  but  being  but  a  few  and  so 
scattered,  they  could  not  live  else  there,  or  trade,  the 
Indians  refusing  to  trade  or  suffer  the  Dutch  to  plow 
without  they  would  sell  them  guns.  The  like  folly  they 
committed,  and  inconvenience  to  themselves,  and  all  Eng- 
lish, for  eight  years  since,  in  their  West-India  Fleet, 
battered  by  the  Spanish  Armado,  they  brought  home 
forty  Swedish  poor  soldiers  ;  and  hearing  that  Captain 
Yoitng  and  Master  Evelin  had  given  over  their  Fort 
begun  at  Erhvomeck  within  DeJazvare  Bay,  there  halfe 
starved  and  tottered  they  left  them,  who  learning  the 
Indian  language  and  finding  much  talk  and  trials  of 
a  gold  mine  there,  though  in  truth  fifty  shillings  charges 
produced  of  that  light  sand  but  nine  shillings  in  gold, 
and  therefore  was  of  Captain  Young  that  tried  it  slighted  ; 
yet  one  Bagot  under  the  Swedes  name  and  Commission, 
there  traded  to  crosse  the  Dutch  of  Manhatas,  and  to 
undersell  them,  and  left  and  seated  there  eighteen  Swedes, 
who  proclaiming  a  gold  mine  drew  more  to  them,  and 
have   gotten   a  great  trade  ;  and  now  this   last  Summer 
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fifteene  Swedes  and  fifteene  Dutch  had  a  skirmish ;  the 
Swedes  pulled  down  a  Dutch  trading  house,  and  doe 
both  undersell  them,  and  spoiled  much  their  and  Eng- 
lish trading  with  the  Indians,  both  striving  to  please 
and  side  with  the  Indians,  both  entertaining  and  re- 
fusing to  return  all  English  fugitives  and  servants.  The 
Swedes  hiring  out  three  of  their  souldiers  to  the  Sasqiie- 
hannockSy  have  taught  them  the  use  of  our  arms  and 
fights,  and  marching  with  them  into  the  Kings  owne 
Colony  of  Virguiia,  have  carried  thence  the  King  of 
Pawtoineck  prisoner,  and  expelled  his  and  eight  other  In- 
dian Nations  in  UlaryJand  civilized  and  subject  to  the 
English  Crown.  Now  if  a  Proclamation  of  open  war 
be  set  out  against  the  Dutch  and  Swedes  for  this  their 
villany,  and  all  English  forbid  to  trade,  victuall  or  re- 
lieve them,  they  must  both  vanish,  especially  if  those 
bad  English  that  live,  adhere  and  obey  these  Aliens 
in  these  his  Majesties  countries  be  warned  of  the  statute 
of  King  lames  of  famous  memory,  in  these  words  :  That 
all  Subjects  giving  any  obedience  or  acknoivledgenicnt  to 
any  forain  Prince,  State,  Pope,  or  Potentate,  zvithin  his 
Majesties  Territories  and  Dominions  in  England  or  be- 
yond the  sea,  is  a  traitor,  and  shall  forfeit  and  suffer 
as  a  traitonr.  And  certainly  all  English,  and  chiefly 
those  of  Neiv  England,  being  ready  in  twenty  four  hours, 
will  joyn  to  expel  them  both  to  regain  their  own  trade, 
to  get  their  Seates,  and  to  be  rid  of  the  danger  of  armed 
gunning  Indians. 
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CHAP.  III. 

WPIereas  that  part  of  America,  or  North  Virginia, 
lying  about  39  degrees  at  Delaware  Bay  called  the 
Province  of  New  Albion,  is  scituate  in  the  best  and  same 
temper,  and  as  Italy,  between  too  cold  Germany,  and  too 
hot  Barbary :  so  this  lying  just  midway  betweene  Neiv 
England,  200  miles  North,  and  Virginia  150  miles  South, 
where  now  are  settled  8000  English,  and  140  ships  in 
trade,  is  freed  from  the  extream  cold  and  barrennesse  of 
the  one  and  heat  and  aguish  Marshes  of  the  other,  and  is 
like  Lombardy,  and  a  rich  fat  soil,  plain,  and  having  34 
rivers  on  the  main  land,  17  great  Isles,  and  partaketh  of 
the  healthiest  aire  and  most  excellent  commodities  of 
Eiirope,  and  replenished  with  the  goodliest  woods  of  Oaks 
and  all  Timber  for  ships  and  Masts,  Mulberries  for  silk, 
sweet  Cypresse,  Cedars,  Pines  and  Firres,  4  sorts  of  Grapes 
for  wine,  and  Raisins,  and  with  the  greatest  variety  of 
choice  fruits,  fish,  and  fowl,  stored  with  all  sorts  of  corn, 
yeelding  5,  7  and  10  quarters  an  acre  :  Silkgras,  salt,  good 
Mines  and  Diers  ware,  5  sorts  of  Deer,  Buffes,  and  huge 
Elks  to  plow  and  work,  all  bringing  3  young  at  once. 
The  Uplands  covered  many  moneths  with  berries,  roots, 
chestnuts,  walnuts.  Beech  and  Oak  Mast  to  feed  them, 
Hogges  and  Turkeys,  500  in  a  flock,  and  having  neer  the 
Colony  o{  Manteses  400000  acres  of  plain  mead  land,  and 
meer  levell,  to  be  flowed  and  fludded  by  that  river,  for 
corn,  rice,  rapes,  flax  and  hemp.  After  17  years  trading 
and  discovery  there  and  triall  made,  is  begun  to  be  planted 
and  stored  by  the  Governour  and  Company  oi  Neiv  Albion, 
consisting  of  forty  four  Lords,  Baronets,  Knights  and  Mer- 
chants, who  for  the  true  informing  of  themselves,  their 
friends,  Adventurers  and  Partners  by  Residents  and  Tra- 
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ders  there  four  severall  years  out  of  their  Journall  Books, 
namely,  by  Captaine  Browne  a  Ship-master,  and  Master 
Stafford  his  Mate,  and  by  Captaine  Clay  bourne  14  years 
there  trading,  and  Constantine  his  Indian  there  born  and 
bred,  and  by  Master  Robert  Evelin  4  years  there ;  yet  by 
eight  of  their  hands  subscribed  and  enrolled  doe  testifie 
this  to  be  the  true  state  of  the  Country,  of  the  Land,  and 
Delazvare  Bay  or  Charles  River,  which  is  further  witnessed 
by  Captaine  Smith  and  other  books  of  Virginia  and  by 
New  Englands  Prospect,  new  Canaan,  Captain  Powels 
Map,  and  other  descriptions  of  New  England  and  Virginia. 

Captain  Brown.  Richard  Buckham. 

Captain  Clayborn.  Christoph.  Thomas. 

Robert  Evelin.  Ediuard  MoJimonth. 

Stafford.  Tenis  Pake. 

Constantine.  Edward  Rhodes. 

Stratto7t.  Peter  Rixford. 
Thomas  White. 


Master  Evelins  Letter. 

Good  Madam : 

Sir  Edmund  our  noble  Governour  and  Lord  Earl  Pala- 
tine, persisting  still  in  his  noble  purpose  to  goe  on 
with  his  plantation  in  Delaware  or  Charles  river,  just  mid- 
way between  Nezv  England  and  Virginia,  where  with  my 
Uncle  Young  I  severall  years  resided,  hath  often  informed 
himselfe  both  of  me  and  Master  Stratton,  as  I  perceive  by 
the  hands  subscribed  of  Edward  Monmouth,  Tenis  Palee, 
and  as  Master  Buckham,  Master  White,  and  other  Ship- 
masters, and  Saylors,  whose  hands  I  know,  and  it  to  be 
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true,  that  there  lived  and  traded  with  me,  and  is  suffici- 
ently instructed  of  the  state  of  the  country,  and  people 
there,  and  I  should  very  gladly  according  to  his  desire 
have  waited  on  you  into  Hanisliirc  to  have  informed  your 
Honour  in  person,  had  not  I  next  weeke  been  passing  to 
Virginia.  But  neverthelesse  to  satisfie  you  of  the  truth,  I 
thought  good  to  write  unto  you  my  knowledge,  and  first  to 
describe  you  from  the  North  side  of  Dclaivare  unto  Hud- 
sons  river,  in  Sir  Edmunds  Patent,  called  new  Albion, 
which  lieth  just  between  New  England  and  Maryland,  and 
that  Ocean  sea,  I  take  it  to  be  about  i6o  miles.  I  finde 
some  broken  land,  Isles  and  Inlets,  and  many  small  Isles 
at  Egbay :  But  going  to  Delaware  Bay,  by  Cape  May, 
which  is  24  miles  at  most,  and  is  as  I  understand  very  well 
set  out  and  printed  in  Captain  Pozvcls  Map  of  Nczu  Eng- 
land, done  as  is  told  mee  by  a  draught  I  gave  to  M.  Dan- 
iel the  plot-maker,  which  Sir  Edmund  saith  you  have  at 
home,  on  that  North  side  about  five  miles  within  a  port, 
or  rode  for  any  Ships  called  the  Nook,  and  within  lieth  the 
King  of  KecJiemeeJies,  having  as  I  suppose  about  50  men, 
and  12  leagues  higher  a  little  above  the  Bay  and  Bar  is  the 
river  of  Manteses,  which  hath  20  miles  on  Charles  river, 
and  30  miles  running  up  a  fair  navigable  deep  river  all 
a  flat  Icvell  of  rich  and  fat  black  Marsh  mould,  which  I 
think  to  be  300000  acres :  In  this  Sir  Edmund  intendeth 
as  he  saith  to  settle,  and  there  the  King  of  Manteses  hath 
about  100  Bow-men,  next  above  about  6  leagues  higher  is 
a  fair  deep  river  12  miles  navigable,  where  is  Freestone, 
and  there  over  against  is  the  King  of  Sikonesses,  and  next  is 
AsomocJies  river  and  King  with  an  hundred  men,  and  next 
is  Erizuoneek  a  King  of  forty  men,  where  we  sate  down, 
and  five  miles  above  is  the  King  of  Ramcock  with  a  hun- 
dred men,  and  four  miles  higher  the  King  of  Axion  with 
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two  hundred  men,  and  next  to  him  tenne  leagues  overland 
an  inland  King  of  Calcefar,  with  an  hundred  and  fifty  men, 
and  then  there  is  in  the  middle  of  Charles  river  two  fair 
woody  Isles,  very  pleasant  and  fit  for  Parks,  the  one  of 
a  thousand  acres,  the  other  of  fourteen  hundred,  or  there- 
about. And  six  leagues  higher  neer  a  Creek  called  Mosi- 
lian,  the  King  having  two  hundred  men.  And  then  we 
come  to  the  Fals  made  by  a  rock  of  lime-stone,  as  I  sup- 
pose it  is,  about  sixty  and  five  leagues  from  the  sea,  near 
to  which  is  an  Isle  fit  for  a  City,  all  materials  there  to 
build  ;  and  above,  the  river  fair  and  navigable,  as  the  In- 
dians inform  me,  for  I  \vent  but  ten  miles  higher.  I  doe 
account  all  the  Indians  to  be  eight  hundred,  and  are  in 
severall  factions  and  w^ar  against  the  Sasqiiehannocks,  and 
are  all  extream  fearfuU  of  a  gun,  naked  and  unarmed  against 
our  shot,  swords,  and  pikes.  I  had  some  bikering  with  some 
of  them,  and  they  are  of  so  little  esteem,  as  I  durst  with 
fifteen  men  sit  down,  or  trade  in  despight  of  them,  and 
since  my  return  eighteene  Swedes  are  settled  there, 
and  so  sometime  sixe  Dutch  doe  in  a  boat  trade  without 
fear  of  them. 

I  saw  there  an  infinite  quantity  of  Bustards,  Swans, 
Geese  and  Fowl,  covering  the  shoares  as  within  the  like 
multitude  of  Pigeons  and  store  of  Turkies  of  which  I  tried 
one  to  weigh  forty  and  sixe  pounds.  There  is  much  vari- 
ety and  plenty  of  delicate  fresh  and  sea-fish,  and  shell-fish, 
and  Whales  or  Grampuses :  Elks,  Deere  that  bring  three 
young  at  a  time,  and  the  woods  bestrewed  many  moneths 
with  Chest-nuts,  Wall-nuts,  and  Mast  of  severall  sorts  to  feed 
them  and  Hogs,  that  would  increase  exceedingly.  There 
the  barren  grounds  have  four  kindes  of  Grapes  and  many 
Mulberries  with  Ash,  Elms,  and  the  tallest  and  greatest 
Pines  and  Pitch-trees  that  I  have  seen.    There  are  Cedars, 
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Cypresses  and  Sassafras,  with  wilde  fruits,  pears,  wilde 
cherries,  pine-apples,  and  the  dainty  Parsemenas.  And 
there  is  no  question  but  Ahnonds,  and  other  fruits  of 
Spain  will  prosper,  as  in  Virginia.  And  (which  is  a  good 
comfort)  in  four  and  twenty  houres  you  may  send  or  goe 
by  sea  to  New  England  or  Virginia,  with  a  fair  winde,  you 
may  have  cattle,  and  from  the  Indians  two  thousand  bar- 
rels of  corn,  at  twelve  pence  a  bushel  in  truck,  so  as  vic- 
tuals are  there  cheaper  and  better  then  to  be  transported  : 
Neither  doe  I  conceive  any  great  need  of  a  Fort  or  Charge 
where  there  is  no  enemy. 

If  my  Lord  Palatine  will  bring  with  him  three  hundred 
men  or  more,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  he  may  doe  very  well 
and  grow  rich,  for  it  is  a  most  pure  healthfuU  air,  and  such 
pure  wholesome  springs,  rivers,  and  waters,  as  are  delight- 
full,  of  a  Desert,  as  can  be  seen,  with  so  many  varieties  of 
several  flowers,  trees,  and  forests  for  swine.  So  many  fair 
risings  and  prospects,  all  green  and  verdant :  and  Mary- 
land a  good  friend  and  neighbour,  in  four  and  twenty 
hours,  ready  to  comfort  and  supply. 

And  truly  I  beleeve,  my  Lord  of  Baltajnore  wil  be  glad 
of  my  Lord  Palatines  Plantation  and  assistance  against 
any  enemy  or  bad  neighbour.  And  if  my  Lord  Palatine 
employ  some  men  to  sow  flaxe,  hemp  and  rapes  in  those 
rich  Marishes  or  build  ships  and  make  pipe-staves,  and 
load  sorne  ships  with  these  wares,  or  fish  from  the  North- 
ward, he  may  have  any  money,  ware,  or  company  brought 
him  by  his  own  ships,  or  the  ships  of  Virginia  or  New 
Ejigland  all  the  year. 

And  because  your  Honour  is  of  the  noble  house  of  the 
Pawleis,  and  as  I  am  informed,  desire  to  lead  many  of 
your  friends  and  kindred  thither,  whom  as  I  honour  I  de- 
sire to  serve,  I  shall  intreat  you  to  beleeve  mee  as  a  Gen- 
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tleman  and  Christian,  I  write  you  nothing  but  the  truth, 
and  hope  there  to  take  opportunity  in  due  season  to  visit 
you,  and  doe  all  the  good  offices  in  Virginia  my  place  or 
friends  can  serve  you  in.     And  thus  tendring  my  service, 

I  rest 

Mada7n, 

Your  Honours  most  humble  faithfull  servant, 

Robert  Evelin. 


CHAP.    IV. 

NOw  since  Master  Elmes  letter  and  seven  years  dis- 
coveries of  the  Lord  Governour  in  person,  and  by 
honest  traders  with  the  Indians,  wee  finde  beside  the  In- 
dians Kings  by  him  known  and  printed,  in  this  Province 
there  is  in  all  twenty  three  Indian  Kings  or  chief  Com- 
manders, and  besides  the  number  of  800  by  him  named, 
there  is  at  least  1200  under  the  two  Raritan  Kings  on  the 
North  side  next  to  Htidsons  river,  and  those  come  down 
to  the  Ocean  about  little  Egbay  and  Sandy  Barnegate, 
and  about  the  South  cape  two  small  Kings  with  forty  men 
a  piece,  called  Tirans  and  Tiascons,  and  a  third  reduced 
to  fourteen  men  at  Roymont,  the  Sasquehannocks  are  not 
now  of  the  Naturals  left  above  no,  though  with  their 
forced  Auxiliaries  the  Ikon  a  Does,  and  Wicomeses  they 
can  make  250  :  these  together  are  counted  valiant  and 
terrible  to  other  cowerdly  dul  Indians,  which  they  beat 
with  the  sight  of  guns  only  ;  but  in  truth  meeting  with 
English,  are  the  basest  cowards  of  all,  though  cunning 
and  subtile  to  intrap  and  surprise  on  all  straits,  coverts, 
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reeds,  and  ambushes,  for  at  the  last  Maryland  March 
against  them,  these  250  having  surprised  in  the  reeds, 
and  killed  three  English  men  with  the  losse  of  one  of 
theirs.  Captain  Cornwallis,  that  noble,  right  valiant,  and 
politick  soldier,  losing  but  one  man  more,  killed  with 
fifty  three  of  his,  and  but  raw  and  tired  Marylanders, 
twenty  nine  Indians  as  they  confessed,  though  com- 
passed round  with  two  hundred  and  fifty  :  and  Summer 
this  twelve  moneth,  Captain  Lewis  of  Maryland  at  the 
Coves  drawing  but  twenty  men  out  of  his  winde  bound 
Sloupes,  and  in  two  small  Cockc-boates,  much  distant, 
finding  twenty  four  Canoes,  and  therein  an  hundred  and 
forty  Sasqnehannocks,  reduced  by  these  three  Sivedes 
into  a  half  moon,  with  intent  to  encompasse  the  first 
small  boat  before  the  second  could  reach  the  former, 
at  the  first  volley  of  ten  shot,  and  losse  of  one  Indian, 
they  run  all  away;  for  note  generally  twelve  English 
with  five  foot  Calivers,  shoot  thirty  pellets,  or  dagge 
shot,  and  fifty  yards  distance,  and  the  naked  Indian 
shootefh  but  one  arrow,  and  not  thirty  yards  distance, 
so  as  his  Lordship  knoweth  well  with  such  a  squadron 
of  twelve  or  thirteen  mark-men,  to  encounter  three  hun- 
dred, and  to  bring  off  the  lock  the  proudest  Sagamore, 
to  bee  ransomed  for  any  Trespasse :  and  not  to  suffer 
any  Indian  or  trader  without  his  Lordships  badge  or 
stamped  livery  worn,  to  come  within  twenty  miles  of 
his  Plantation,  or  ten  miles  of  their  Cattle,  as  in  all  the 
out-skirts  of  Virginia  is  used,  but  to  kill  them.  Inso- 
much that  the  Emperour  Nicotowance  saying  was,  my 
countrymen  tell  me  I  am  a  lier,  when  I  tell  them  the 
English  men  will  kill  you  if  you  goe  into  their  bounds, 
but  valiant  Captain  Freeman  made  him  no  lier,  when 
lately  he  killed  three  Indians  so  without  badge  incroach- 
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ing.  And  therefore  fair  and  far  off  is  best  with  Heathen 
Indians ;  and  fit  it  is  to  reduce  all  their  trading  to  five 
Ports  or  Pallisadoed  trucking  houses,  and  to  kill  all  strag- 
lers  and  such  spies  without  ransome.  Then  shall  christians 
and  their  cattle  be  safe  and  quiet,  and  severely  putting 
to  death  all  that  sell  the  Indians  guns,  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion, then  Indians  are  sooner  ruled,  civilized  and  subjected, 
as  in  New  England  is  daily  seen.  In  Long  Isle  are  about 
four  Kings,  and  eight  hundred  Bow-men,  most  of  them 
two  hundred  miles  off  his  Lp^  seat  of  Wafccssit  in  Charles 
river,  these  of  Long  Isle  are  well  civilized,  living  within 
ten  miles,  and  in  sight  of  eight  thousand  English  in  that 
part  of  New  England  being,  and  the  five  towns  in  Connec- 
tacut  river,  and  New  Haven  town  being  populous,  discour- 
ageth  any  hostility :  but  chiefly  his  Lordships  sixe  good 
free-holding  towns  in  Long  Isle,  is  a  bridle  to  check  and 
contain  them  ;  for  SontJiampton^  Hempstced,  FliisJiing, 
Gavcsand  and  Ainsford  are  placed  like  distinct  Garisons 
to  command  them.  Then  between  the  two  South  Capes 
there  are  two  petty  Kings  called  Aquats  and  little  Matan- 
kin,  having  both  an  hundred  Bow-men,  and  above  IVat- 
cessit,  South-west,  are  the  black  and  white  Mincos  neer 
three  hundred  men,  being  speciall  friends  to  Watccssit, 
and  enemies  to  the  SasqneJiannocks.  Now  for  choice  seats 
for  English,  Watcessit  first,  where  were  seventy  English, 
as  Master  Miles  deposeth,  he  swearing  the  officers  there 
to  his  Majesties  allegiance,  and  to  obedience  to  your  Lord- 
ship as  Governour,  being  twenty  one  leagues  up  Delaware 
Bay  in  Charles  river,  to  which  any  ship  may  come,  and 
about  IT  Manteses  plain,  which  Master  Evelin  avoucheth 
to  be  twenty  miles  broad,  and  thirty  long,  and  50  miles 
washed  by  two  fair  navigable  rivers,  and  is  300000  Acres 
fit  to  plow  and  sow  all  Corn,  Tobacco,  and  Flaxe,  and 
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Rice,  the  four  staples  of  Albion.  The  second  seat  is  three 
miles  off  to  Watcessit  adjoyning  to  Charles  and  Cotton 
river,  so  named  of  six  hundred  1.  of  Cotton  wilde  on  trees 
growing  :  and  is  called  Ritchneck^  being  twenty  four  miles 
compasse,  oak  wood,  huge  Timber  trees,  and  two  foot  black 
mould,  much  desired  of  the  Virginians  to  plant  Tobacco, 
they  alledging  each  plant  their  dried  and  cured,  will  bring 
a  pound,  whereas  worn  land  five  and  sixe  to  a  pound,  and 
their  large  leaves  in  the  new  land,  and  freshes,  serve  to  lap 
up  all  the  bad  S.  Christophers,  and  Barbadoes  rolled  To- 
bacco, and  maketh  it  fire  sooner  :  of  the  three  upper  leaves 
they  make  Varhias  and  Spanish.  The  Dutch  give  for  this 
double  price,  and  the  English  double  for  sweet  sented  :  and 
though  Charles  river  is  I20  miles  North  of  lames  river  in 
Virginia,  yet  having  a  more  faire  constant  and  tempered 
growing  heat,  Tobacco  three  years  together  tried,  is  riper, 
and  sooner  struck  by  wet  seasons  by  full  three  weeks,  then 
in  Virginia,  and  hath  yeelded  double  the  price  :  and  no 
doubt  Cotton  will  grow  as  in  Millai**,  being  three  degrees 
more  North-ward,  though  as  there  it  dieth  yearly  by  frost, 
is  re-planted  by  the  seed  as  a  Rosebush  giveth  a  full  cod. 

The  third  seat  is  at  Royniont  a  strong,  rich  and  fit  place 
for  a  Fort.  Sir  Walter  Razvley  left  there  thirty  men,  and 
four  guns,  the  Dutch  seated  there  fifteen  men  and  a  Fort, 
both  to  plant  in  that  rich  five  miles  neck  to  Roymont  river 
(which  runneth  down  into  Chisapoack  Bay)  choice  Tobacco, 
and  thereby  to  prejudice  and  undersell  Virginia,  as  to  set 
up  a  fishing  Stage  for  Whales,  these  proved  but  Grampus, 
and  they  killing  basely  an  Indian  refusing  quarter  or  ran- 
some,  were  by  the  Indians  killed  and  expelled  twenty  years 
since.  This  place  is  close  to  the  In-south  Cape,  having 
a  Creek  of  sixe  foot  water  only,  and  two  furlongs  of 
the  grand  Delaware  Bay :  on  one  side  is  an  Isthmos  or 


NEW    ALBION.  IO3 

Peninsuh,  nine  miles  compasse,  fit  for  pasturage,  and  Hogs 
and  Goats  :  and  on  the  other  side  is  a  second  Isthmos,  four 
miles  compasse,  easily  fenced,  and  is  but  sixty  miles  over 
land  to  the  Northermost  and  neerest  part  of  Virginia,  to 
drive  cattle  by  land,  and  have  supplies  by  horse  and  foot : 
and  here  is  never  ice  or  frost :  sea  fish,  all  oysters,  and  shell- 
fish, and  fowl,  all  winter  Cod  to  lade  ships  three  moneths 
after  December  fit  for  salt  and  trade  :  and  there  is  a  poor 
Indian  of  fourteen  men  only,  and  weak  to  hinder  any,  all 
the  soile  is  under  a  brick  earth,  stone  slat  hard  by,  and 
timber  to  build. 

The  fourth  seat  is  Vvedale  under  Websneck,  and  is  a 
valley  sixe  miles  long,  sheltered  by  hils  from  the  North- 
west windes :  below  it  is  sixe  miles  a  thicket  of  four 
sorts  of  excellent  great  Vines  running  on  Mulberry 
and  Sassafras  trees ;  there  are  four  sorts  of  Grapes, 
the  first  is  the  Tholouse  Muscat,  sweet  sented,  the 
second  the  great  foxe  and  thick  Grape,  after  five 
moneths  reaped  being  boyled  and  salted,  and  well 
fined,  it  is  a  strong  red  Xeres  ;  the  third  a  light  Claret, 
the  fourth  a  white  Grape  creeps  on  the  land,  maketh 
a  pure  GOLD  colour  white  wine :  Tenis  Pale  the  French 
man  of  these  four  made  eight  sorts  of  excellent  wine, 
and  of  the  Muscat  acute  boyled  that  the  second  draught 
will  fox  a  reasonable  pate  four  moneths  old  :  and  here  may 
be  gathered  and  made  two  hundred  tun  in  the  Vintage 
moneth,  and  re-planted  will  mend  ;  two  other  valleys  there 
of  the  same  Grapes  and  large,  above  Vvedale,  the  hill  is 
called  Websneck,  environed  with  three  rivers  round,  one  of 
sixteen  foot  water  navigable,  all  but  a  neck,  a  caliver  shot 
over,  easily  imbarked,  being  9000  acres,  the  cliffes  all  of  rich 
black  mould,  with  huge  timber  trees,  most  fit  for  Tobacco 
and  Corn  :  not  far  off  are  rich  lead  mines,  containing  silver 
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tried,  and  iron  stone,  and  by  it  waters,  and  fals  to  drive 
them  in  an  inhabited  desert,  no  Christians  or  Indians  neer 
it,  where  Elkes,  Stagges  and  Deer  are  most  quiet,  most  fat, 
and  not  disturbed,  so  as  five  men  in  tliree  or  four  days  kill 
and  salt  sixty  Deer,  or  an  hundred  twenty  sides  for  Sum- 
mers food  :  four  or  five  hundred  Turkeys  in  a  flock.  Swans, 
Hoopers,  Geese,  Ducks,  Teles,  and  other  Fowles,  a  mile 
square,  and  seven  mile  together  on  the  shores,  for  here  is 
all  Ches-nuts,  Wall-nuts,  and  Mast  berries,  and  March  seeds 
wilde  Oats,  and  Vetches  to  feed  them.  Neer  hand  is  also 
in  August  Custard  apples,  and  Papawes  to  make  the  best 
,  Perry  English  for  loo  tun  in  a  place,  and  all  Plums,  Hur- 
tleberries.  Black  Cherries,  wilde  Anniseed,  Persimenas,  and 
other  dainty  fruits,  and  roots,  are  had,  as  in  all  the  huge 
long  Meads  and  Marshes,  sweet  seg  roots,  ground  nuts, 
Tucaho  and  Cuttinamon  roots  for  Hogs  and  whole  War- 
rens, and  berries  of  sweet  Muskerats,  and  here  black  Bears 
and  Lions  feeding  on  sweet  foods,  are  killed  and  eaten. 
In  the  head  of  CJiisepeack  river  by  Tomkitis  and  Walton, 
was  seen  a  Camel  Mare  brown  black,  seven  foot  high,  of 
which  300  mile  West-ward  are  stores  their  skins  brought 
and  sold  by  the  Indians  confirm  it. 

The  fifth  seat  is  Brents  fort,  a  steep  rock,  invincible  and 
not  to  be  battered,  having  an  IstJimos  of  low  hard  ground 
like  a  Tongue  below  it  environed  with  fresh  water,  and 
under  it  a  Cove  close  to  hide  two  ships  or  gallies,  ships 
of  500  tun  may  come  up  to  it,  and  hard  by  is  good  Mead 
and  rich  land,  and  Woods  to  plant  ;  and  in  this  desert 
is  best  living,  stored  as  before  with  all  game  and  their 
food  to  maintain  them. 

The  sixt  is  an  He  called  Palmers  He,  containing  300 
acres,  half  meade,  halfe  wood  ;  in  it  is  a  rock  forty  foot 
high,  like  a  Tower,  fit  to  be  built  on  for  a  trading  house 
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for  all  the  Indians  of  Chisepeack  Gulfe  :  it  lieth  a  mile 
from  each  shore  in  SasqiieJia)inocks  river  mouth,  and  there 
four  Sakers  will  command  that  river,  and  renue  the  old 
trade  that  was  ;  it  lieth  in  forty  degrees  and  twelve 
minutes,  it  is  most  healthy,  but  cold  neer  the  hils,  and 
full  as  all  the  seventeen  rivers  there  of  eleven  sorts  of  ex- 
cellent fresh  fish  ;  the  Indians  in  stead  of  salt  doe  barbe- 
cado  or  dry  and  smoak  fish,  to  each  house  a  reek  or  great 
pile,  and  another  of  Sun  dried  on  the  rocks.  Strawberries, 
Mulberries,  Symnels,  Maycocks  and  Horns  like  Cucumbers. 

The  seventh  is  five  mile  off  it^  called  Mount  Royall  or 
Bolahnaiiack  hill,  and  more  properly  Belveder,  for  thence 
you  may  see  100  miles  afif  high  hils,  above  the  clouds  like 
sugar-loaves  that  shelter  and  bear  off  the  North-west 
windes  ;  here  is  a  clear  Indian  field  sixe  miles  long  to 
plant  and  plow  rich  land,  and  as  well  stored  as  the  rest, 
and  under  it  is  Elk  river,  having  many  branches  navi- 
gable, in  all  these  the  Tide  of  fresh  sweet  water  ebbes 
and  flowes,  and  hath  three  fathome  deep,  the  mouth  of 
it  is  like  a  fort  with  fit  Isthmos  and  necks,  and  runneth 
up  seven  leagues  to  a  street,  but  eleven  miles  over  land 
into  Charles  river,  and  Delaivare  Bay,  this  neck  is  a  rare 
work  of  God,  for  it  is  450  miles  compasse  to  goe  by  sea 
and  water,  from  one  side  to  the  other  of  this  eleven  miles 
street,  and  Vvedale  is  on  one  of  these  branches. 

The  eight  seat  is  Kildorpy,  near  the  fals  of  Charles 
river,  near  200  miles  up  from  the  Ocean,  it  hath  clear 
fields  to  plant  and  sow,  and  neer  it  is  sweet  large  meads 
of  clover  or  honysuckle,  no  where  else  in  America  to  be 
seen,  unlesse  transported  from  Europe,  a  ship  of  140  tuns 
may  come  up  to  these  fals  which  is  the  best  seat  for 
health,  and  a  trading  house  to  be  built  on  the  rocks,  and 
ten  leagues  higher  are  lead  mines  in  stony  hills. 

P 


I06  A    DESCRIPTION    OF 

The  ninth  is  called  Mount  Ployden,  the  seat  of  the  Rari- 
tan  King  on  the  North  side  of  this  Province  twenty  miles 
from  Sandliay  sea,  and  ninety  from  the  Ocean,  next  to 
Amara  hill,  the  retired  Paradise  of  the  children  of  the 
Ethiopian  Emperour,  a  wonder,  for  it  is  a  square  rock, 
two  miles  compasse,  150  foot  high,  a  wall-like  precipice, 
a  strait  entrance,  easily  made  invincible,  where  he  keeps 
two  hundred  for  his  guard,  and  under  it  is  a  flat  valley, 
all  plain  to  plant  and  sow. 

The  Sasquehannocks  new  Town  is  also  a  rare,  healthy 
and  rich  place,  with  it  a  Crystall  broad  river,  but  some 
fals  below  hinder  navigation,  and  the  Hooke  all  on  the 
Ocean  with  its  clear  fields  neer  Hiidsons  river  on  one  side, 
and  a  ten  leagues  flowing  river  on  the  south  side  is  much 
commended  for  health  and  fish,  were  it  not  so  Northerly. 

The  bounds  is  a  thousand  miles  compasse,  of  this  most 
temperate,  rich  Province,  for  our  South  bound  is  Maryland 
North  bounds,  and  beginneth  at  Aqiiats  or  the  Souther- 
most  or  first  Cape  of  Delaivare  Bay  in  thirty  eight  and 
forty  minutes,  and  so  runneth  by,  or  through,  or  including 
Kent  Isle,  through  Chisapeack  Bay  to  Pascatway ;  in- 
cluding the  fals  oi  Paivtoniecke  river  to  the  head  or  North- 
ermost  branch  of  that  river,  being  three  hundred  miles 
due  West,  and  thence  Northward  to  the  head  of  Hiidsons 
river  fifty  leagues,  and  so  down  Hndsons  river  to  the 
Ocean,  sixty  leagues  ;  and,  thence  by  the  Ocean  and 
Isles  acrosse  Delaware  Bay  to  the  South  Cape  fifty 
leagues  ;  in  all  seven  hundred  and  eighty  miles.  Then 
all  Hndsons  river,  Isles,  Long  Isle,  or  Paniunke,  and  all 
Isles  within  ten  leagues  of  the  said  Province  being  ;  and 
note  Long  Isle  alone  is  twenty  broad,  and  one  hundred 
and  eighty  miles  long,  so  that  alone  is  four  hundred  miles 
compasse.     Now  I  have   examined   all   former    Patents, 
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some  being  surrendred,  and  some  adjudged  void,  as  gotten 
on  false  suggestions,  as  that  at  the  Councell  Table  was 
at  Master  Gorges  suit,  of  MatacJiusets,  and  as  Captain 
Clayborn  heretofore  Secretary,  and  now  treasurer  of  Vir- 
ginia, in  dispute  with  Master  Leonard  Calvert  alledgeth  ; 
that  of  Maryland  is  likewise  void  in  part  as  gotten  on 
false  suggestions  :  for  as  Cap :  Clayboni  sheweth  the  Mary- 
land Patent  in  the  first  part  declareth  the  Kings  intention 
to  bee  to  grant  a  land  there  after  described,  altogether 
dishabited  and  unplanted,  though  possest  with  Indians. 
Now  Kent  Isle  was  with  many  households  of  English  by 
C.  Clayborn  before  seated,  and  because  his  Majesty  by 
his  privy  signet  shortly  after  declared  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  grant  any  lands  before  seated  and  habited  : 
and  for  that  it  lieth  by  the  Maryland  printed  Card,  clean 
North-ward  within  Albion,  and  not  in  Maryland,  and  not 
onely  late  Sea-men,  but  old  Depositions  in  Claybornes 
hand,  shew  it  so  to  be  out  of  Maryland,  and  for  that 
Albions  Privy  signet  is  elder,  and  before  Maryland  ^^dX^nt, 
Clayborn  by  force  entred,  and  thrust  out  Master  Calvert 
out  oiKent ;  Next  Maryland  Patent  coming  to  the  Ocean, 
saith  along  by  the  Ocean  unto  Delaivare  Bay ;  That  is 
the  first  Cape  of  the  two  most  plain  in  view,  and  ex- 
prest  in  all  late  English  and  Dutch  Cards ;  and  note 
unto  Delaware  Bay  is  not  into  the  Bay,  nor  farther  then 
that  Cape  heading  the  Bay,  being  in  thirty  eight  and 
forty,  or  at  most  by  seven  Observations  I  have  seen, 
thirty  eight  and  fifty  minutes :  So  as  undoubtedly,  that 
is  the  true  intended  and  ground  bound,  and  line,  and  no 
farther,  for  the  words  following,  are  not  words  of  Grant, 
but  words  of  Declaration  ;  that  is.  Which  Delaware  Bay 
lieth  in  forty  degrees  where  Neiv  England  ends ;  these  are 
both  untrue,  and  so  being  declarative  is  a  false  suggestion, 
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is  void,  for  no  part  of  Delaware  Bay  lieth  in  forty.  Now 
if  there  were  but  the  least  doubt  of  this  true  bounds,  I 
should  wish  by  consent  or  commission,  a  perambulation 
and  boundary,  not  but  there  is  land  enough  for  all,  and 
I  hold  Kent  Isle  having  lately  but  twenty  men  in  it,  and 
the  Mill  and  Fort  pulled  down,  and  in  war  with  all  the 
Indians  neer  it,  not  worth  the  keeping. 

But  it  is  materiall  to  give  a  touch  of  Religion  and  Go- 
vernment, to  satisfy  the  curious  and  well-minded  Adven- 
turer. For  Religion  it  being  in  England  yet  unsettled, 
severall  Translations  of  Bibles,  and  those  expounded  to 
each  mans  fancy,  breeds  new  Sects,  I  conceive  the  Hol- 
land way  now  practised  best  to  content  all  parties :  first, 
by  Act  of  Parliament  or  Grand  Assembly,  to  settle  and 
establish  all  the  Fundamentals  necessary  to  salvation,  as 
the  three  Creeds,  the  Ten  Commandments,  Preaching  on 
the  Lords  day,  and  great  days,  and  Catechising  in  the 
afternoon,  the  Sacrament  of  the  Altar  and  Baptisme ;  But 
no  persecution  to  any  dissenting,  and  to  all  such  as  to 
the  Walloons  free  Chapels;  and  to  punish  all  as  seditious, 
and  for  contempt,  as  BITTER,  rail  and  condemn  others  of 
the  contrary;  for  this  argument  or  perswasion  ALL  Re- 
ligion, Ceremonies,  or  Church-Discipline,  should  be  acted 
in  mildnesse,  love  and  chanty,  and  gentle  language,  not 
to  disturb  the  peace  or  quiet  of  the  Inhabitants,  but 
therein  to  obey  the  Civill  Magistrate. 

For  the  PoHtique  and  Civill  Government,  and  Justice, 
Virginia  and  New  England  is  our  president :  First,  the 
Lord  head  Governour,  a  Deputy  Governour,  Secretary  of 
Estate,  or  Seal  keeper,  and  twelve  of  the  Councell  of 
State  or  upper  House :  and  these  or  five  of  them  is  also 
a  Chancery  Court.  Next,  out  of  Counties  and  Towns, 
at  a  free  election  and  day  prefixed,  thirty  Burgesses,  or 
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Commons.  Once  yearly  the  tenth  of  November  these 
meet,  as  a  Parliament  of  Grand  Assembly,  and  make 
Laws,  or  repeal,  alter,  explain,  and  set  taxes  and  rates 
for  common  defence,  and  without  full  consent  of  Lord, 
upper  and  lower  House  nothing  is  done  :  Appeals  are 
here  also  tried,  all  criminall  cases  for  life,  above  only  by 
two  Juries,  or  actions  at  Law,  a  Jury  on  either  side  may 
be  called,  and  by  them  tried :  and  any  before  judgement, 
may  stop  the  Law,  and  be  tried  in  Equity ;  The  two 
months  Courts  may  try  before  four  Justices  of  Peace,  any 
action  not  exceeding  10 1.  or  1500I.  of  Tobacco,  at  4  s. 
charge  onely,  and  plead  without  atturney ;  an  Appeal 
lieth  thence  to  each  quarter,  or  Chancery  first  Court 
above,  and  from  thence  an  appeal  to  the  Grand  As- 
sembly :  any  matter  under  40  s.  value,  or  200 1.  of  To- 
bacco, to  be  ended  by  the  next  Justice  at  i  s.  charge, 
no  deposition  to  be  taken  but  before  two  Justices,  where- 
of one  of  the  Quonun,  or  in  Court,  or  before  a  Councell, 
or  of  Estate  :  and  here  is  no  Jeofails,  nor  Demurrers, 
but  a  Summary  hearing,  and  a  Sherifife,  and  Clerk  of 
Court,  with  small  fees,  ends  all  for  the  most  part  in 
a  few  words. 

Last  of  all,  how  plentifully  may  a  quiet  industrious 
man  live  here,  having  with  Corn  Land,  Mead  and  Pas- 
ture, and  Timbers,  and  Woods  covered,  many  months 
with  Ches-nuts,  and  four  other  nuts,  and  mast  for  Deer, 
Hogs  and  Turkeys,  Fish,  Fowl,  Venison,  Wine  and  Fruits 
gratis  ?  Our  chiefe  Staples  are  Tobacco,  then  Flax  and 
Rice,  of  which  in  floated  lands  you  have  infinite  increase, 
and  without  floating  you  may  have,  and  all  the  winter 
Ship-plankes,  clove  board  and  Pipe -staves,  these  lade 
home  ships  twice  a  year  hence,  and  for  them  bring  you 
any  English  servants,  or  English  or  Dutch  wares,  cloths, 
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stufifes,  drams,  wines,  or  what  you  bespeak  :  but  surely  we 
may  easily  grow  rich  if  we  will  and  buy  no  clothes,  for 
a  good  Weaver  brought  hither,  will  make  us  of  our  own 
Flaxe  nine  sorts  of  Linnens,  tufted  Hollands,  Velures, 
Velvets,  Tuftaffetaes,  and  Plushes  ;  and  for  Winter  a  good 
Glover  with  some  onely  of  our  own  Elk-skins,  maketh  the 
best  Buffe-coats,  our  owne  Stag  and  Deer  skins  make  best 
gentile  and  soldiers  clothes,  fittest  for  our  Woods  :  a  Doe- 
skin breeches  with  the  fur  inside  in  our  short  Winter,  is 
better  then  two  broad  clothes  and  warmer,  so  we  need 
no  English  clothing ;  Cattle  in  Virgijiia,  and  all  Grain  in 
New  England  brought  to  our  doores  cheaper  then  here ; 
Indian  Corn,  or  Pease,  or  Beans,  at  twelve  pence  a  bushel, 
by  truck  with  the  Indians,  and  Rye  Meal,  a  third,  with 
the  white  and  any  Mayz  Meal,  which  is  all  together  but 
twenty  pence,  a  bushell  of  Meale  maketh  the  best  bread, 
and  we  have  more  choice  drinks  then  here,  for  sweet  **alk 
and  Pumpion  drink  hopped,  is  good  beer,  and  ale  we  have 
and  mault  for  you  ;  and  in  the  hot  Summer  rock  cold 
water,  with  an  eighth  of  Peach  Vinegar  is  the  best  Beaver- 
age  :  Peaches  better  then  Apricocks  by  some  doe  feed 
Hogs,  one  man  hath  ten  thousand  trees,  all  Apples,  Pears, 
Cherries,  and  other  fruits  grow  here  in  half  the  time  as  in 
your  cold  and  blasty  Region,  and  do  all  Hops  and  Roots, 
Hearbs  and  Garden  stufife.  Our  days  in  Summer  2  hours 
shorter,  and  in  Winter  more  comfortable  two  houres  longer, 
and  a  warme  Sun  and  bigger  fires,  and  no  rent  to  my 
Landlord,  makes  us  merry.  He  that  is  lazy  and  will  not 
work,  needs  not  fear  starving,  but  may  live  as  an  Indian, 
sometimes  Oysters,  Cockles,  Wilkes,  Glams,  ScoUons  two 
moneths  together ;  sometimes  wilde  Pease  and  Vetches, 
and  Long  Oats,  sometimes  Tuckaho,  Cuttenoman  ground. 
Nuts,   Marhonions,  sometime  small  nuts,   Filbirds,  Wall- 
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nuts,  Pokikerries,  ten  sorts  of  Berries,  Egs  of  Fowl,  small 
fish  in  Coves  at  low  water  will  teach  him  to  live  idly. 


CHAP.  V. 

EAch  Adventurer  of  twenty  or  fifty  men  must  provide 
houshold  necessaries,  as  irons  and  chains  for  a  draw- 
bridge, two  Mares  or  Horses  to  bred  or  ride  on,  Pots, 
Pans,  Dishes,  Iron  for  a  Cart  and  Plow,  Chains,  Sithes, 
and  Sickles,  Nets,  Lines  and  Hooks.  A  sail  for  a  fishing 
Shallop  of  three  tun,  and  Hemp  to  employ  his  people 
in  making  them,  as  with  hair,  and  canvas  for  quilts,  as 
well  on  shipboard  as  demurring  at  the  sea  port,  as  with 
locks,  keys,  bolts,  and  glasse  casements  for  his  house. 
And  generally  fit  Implements  for  the  work  or  trade  he 
intends. 

For  trade  with  the  Indians,  buy  Dutch  or  Welch  rugged 
cloth,  seven  quarters  broad,  a  violet  blew  or  red,  at  four 
or  five  shillings  a  yard,  small  hooks  and  fishing  lines, 
Morris  bels,  Jewes-harps,  Combes,  trading  knives.  Hatch- 
ets, Axes,  Hoes,  they  will  bring  you  Venison,  Turkeys, 
and  Fowles,  Flesh,  &c.  for  a  pennyworth  of  corn  at  twelve 
pence  a  bushell. 

Provisions  for  each  man,  and  the  cJiarge  from  London. 

1.  Canvas,  or  linnen  clothes,  Shooes,  Hats,  &c.  costing 
here  foure  pounds  for  two  men  to  buy  Cows,  Goats,  and 
Hogs  in  Virginia,  which  there  yeeld  sixe  pound,  and  will 
buy  one  Cow,  and  Oxe,  two  Goats  two  Sowes,  which  one 
each  man  comes  to  2  1.  o.  o. 

2.  Fraight  for  a  Passenger,  and  his  half  Tun  of  pro- 
visions and  Tooles.  1 1.  10.  o. 
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3.  Victuals  till  his  own  stock  and  crop  maintain  him 
for  seven  moneths.  3  1.  10.  o. 

That  is,  Pease,  Oatmeal  and  Aquavite,  7  s.  five  bushels 
of  Meal,  of  which  to  be  baked  into  Biskets,  and  five 
bushels  of  Malt,  some  must  be  ground  and  brewed  for 
the  voyage,  both  i  1.  10  s.  a  hundred  of  Beefe,  and  Pork, 
1 1.  2  s.  two  bushels  of  roots,  2  s.  salt  fish,  2  s.  Cask  to 
carry  provision  5  s.  five  pound  of  Butter  2  s. 

4.  One  Hogshead  of  eares  of  Corn  Garden  seeds.  Hemp, 
and  linseed  with  husk  and  some  Rice  from  Virginia. 

o.  16.  o. 

5.  Armes  (w>.)  a  Sword,  Calliver  five  foot  long,  or  long 
Pistoll,  Pikehead  :  six  pound  of  powder,  ten  pound  of  shot 
halfe  an  old  slight  Armour  that  is,  two  to  one  Armour. 

o.  19.  o. 

6.  Tools,  a  Spade,  Axe  and  Shovell,  5  s.  Iron  and  Steel 
to  make  and  mend  more,  and  two  hundred  of  nails,  5  s. 

o.  10.  o. 

7.  Guns  and  Powder  for  the  Fort,  that  is  to  every  fifty 
foure  Murtherers,  ***  a  barell  of  powder  4 1.  10  s.  that  is 
to  each  man  5  s. 

8.  A  Bed  and  sheets  of  Canvas,  to  be  filled  with  huls, 
each  man  a  Rug.  15  s. 

Stun  totall,  lol.  5.  o. 


CHAP.   VI. 

HEre  by  bringing  good  Labourers,  and  Tradesmen, 
the  provident  planters  may  doe  well  by  giving 
shares  or  double  wages,  when  each  man  may  earn  his  five, 
nay  sixe  shillings  a  day  in  Tobacco,  Flaxe,  Rice. 
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2.  For  here  the  Ship-carpenters  ten  men  a  day  will 
build  a  tun  of  shipping  as  in  England,  which  with  masts 
and  yards  there  taken  is  here,  and  there  worth  **  a  tun, 
and  yet  here,  and  there  is  built  at  i  1.  a  tun  wages,  which 
is  6  s.  a  days  work,  having  the  Timber  without  money. 

3.  Here  in  14  days  they  make  a  thousand  of  Pipe-staves, 
worth  here  foure  pound,  and  at  the  Canaries  twenty  pound 
a  thousand,  and  so  get  six  shillings  a  days  work, 

4.  Here  in  making  Iron  they  save  5  1.  a  tun  in  the  price 
of  wood,  and  3  1.  more  in  digging  the  Iron  mine,  and  sav- 
ing land  carriage  of  it,  and  of  the  CHARCOALE  for  mine  is 
taken  on  the  Sea  beach,  and  wood  floated  down  the  Rivers, 
and  so  each  man  earns  5  s.  10  d,  a  day.  Iron  valued  at  12  1. 
per  tun. 

5.  Here  the  constant  trade  of  350  ships,  and  7000  men 
a  fishing  beginne  leave  cold  Newfoundland  small  fish,  and 
late  taken,  when  this  is  before  theirs  two  moneths  at  the 
market,  100  fish  here  yeelds  four  quintales,  there  scarce 
one,  and  here  is  fish  all  the  year,  there  but  only  in  the 
four  warm  months,  and  is  for  nine  weeks  work  each  man 
above  his  diet,  passage,  and  returne,  gets  twenty  pound, 
and  twelve  pound  a  man,  and  herein  dried  Base,  in  Stur- 
geon, in  dressed  Mackrell,  Herrings,  and  Pilchers,  is  got  as 
well  as  in  Cod-fish,  sixe  shil.  and  eight  shil.  a  day.  And 
this  returns  ready  French  and  Spanish  coin. 

6.  Here  the  glorious  ripening  Sunne  as  warm  as  Italy  or 
Spain,  will  bring  rare  fruits,  wines,  and  such  store  of  Anni- 
seed  and  Licoras,  as  well  as  Bay-salt  made  without  boy- 
ling,  only  in  pans  with  the  Sun,  that  each  labourer  may 
make  6  bushels  a  day,  worth  in  these  three  12  s.  a  day. 
And  this  maiden  soyl,  so  comforted  with  the  Suns  glitter- 
ing beams,  and  being  digged,  and  set  with  the  Indian 
Wheat,  and  their  Beans  and  Pease,  with  40  s.  charge  in  40 
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days  work  with  seed,  yeelds  lo  quarters  an  acre,  the  same 
Wheat  being  ten  times  as  big  and  as  weighty  as  ours,  be- 
sides Potatoes,  Woad,  Madder,  Roots,  and  many  Plants, 
and  Tobacco,  will  yeeld  half  a  tun  of  Flax,  and  a  tun  of 
Hemp,  worth  12  1.  an  acre,  and  6s  a  days  work. 

7.  Here  as  in  Province  in  France,  Walnut-Milk,  or  Oyle 
ground  and  pressed,  will  yeeld  the  gatherer  ten  gallons, 
and  I  OS.  a  days  work. 

8.  Here  the  Land  lieth  covered  seven  moneths  with 
Beech,  and  Oke  Mast,  Walnuts,  chestnuts,  and  three 
moneths  with  Groundnuts,  Seg  and  other  roots,  and  wilde 
Pease,  and  Fetches  yearly,  so  as  forty  Hogs  for  one,  and 
ninety  Turkeys,  Partriges,  Heathpoults,  and  tame  Poultry, 
eating  their  fill,  for  ONCE  ordinary  encreased. 

9.  Here  the  Sope  and  Pot-ashes  men  paying  in  England 
12  d.  a  bushel  and  4d.  carriage  for  ashes,  and  20 1.  a  tun 
for  Pot-ashes,  may  make  them  at  a  quarter  and  lesse :  and 
get  8  s.  a  days  work,  by  cutting,  reeking,  and  burning 
whole  plains  of  Fern,  Brambles,  and  wilde  Vines,  being 
thrice  as  stronge  as  Wood-ashes. 

10.  Here  a  ship  may  goe,  and  return  in  five  moneths 
laded,  and  comfortable,  see  their  friends,  making  two 
voyages  a  year,  in  a  healthy  ayre,  free  from  Enemies 
and  Turks,  and  get  two  for  one  each  voyage :  that  is, 
four  for  one,  of  that  stock,  and  proceed  in  a  year. 

11.  Here  the  kinde  Gentleman  that  in  Efigland  doth 
not  live  without  deep  mortgages,  suretiship,  law-suits  and 
troubles,  may  here  settle,  and  avoid  ill  company,  and 
tempting  occasions,  and  live  in  plenty,  and  variety  of  all 
sports,  hunting  Deere,  hawking  Fowl,  fishing,  and  many 
more  sports,  and  sorts  of  game,  as  with  dainty  fruits  ;  and 
lay  up  his  spare  rents. 

12.  Here  the  Soldier,  and  Gentlemen  wanting  employ- 
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ment,  and  not  hire  to  labor,  without  going  to  war  to  kil 
Christians  for  5  s.  a  week  in  the  mouth  of  the  roaring  Can- 
non, or  in  a  Siege  threatned  with  famine,  and  pestilence : 
and  OFTEN  together  against  a  few  naked  salvages,  may- 
like  a  devout  Apostoliqued  soldier  with  sword,  and  the 
word  to  civilize,  and  convert  them  to  be  his  Majesties 
Lieges,  and  by  trading  with  them  for  furs,  get  his  ten 
shillings  a  day,  and  at  home  intermixing  sport  and  plea- 
sure, with  profit,  store  his  Parks  with  Elks  and  fallow  Deer, 
are  fit  to  ride,  milke  or  drawe,  the  first  as  big  as  Oxen, 
and  bringing  three  a  year,  and  with  five  hundred  Turkeys 
in  a  flock  got  by  nets,  in  stalling  get  his  five  shil.  a  day  at 
least. 

Passage  and  diet  of  a  man,  his  bedding  and  chest  thither 

5  1.  o.  o 
Bedding  will  cost  15  s.  drams,  fruit  and  spice,  i.  0.0 
In  goods  to  buy  a  Cow,  and  stock  each  man  here,  2.  o.  o 
Arms,  Ammunition  and  Tools,  each  man  2,    o.  o 

Sum  totall  10.  0.0 
All  adventurers  of  500 1.  to  bring  fifty  men  shall  have 
5000  acres,  and  a  manor  with  Royalties,  at  5  s.  rent,  and 
whosoever  is  willing  so  to  transport  himself  or  servant  at 
10 1.  a  man,  shall  for  each  man  have  100  acres  freely  grant- 
ed for  ever,  and  at 

may  be  instructed  how  in  a 
moneth  to  passe,  and  in  20  days  to  get  fit  servants  and 
artificers  for  wages,  diet,  and  clothes,  and  apprentices  ac- 
cording to  the  3  Statutes  5  Eliz.  All  which  after  5  years 
service,  are  to  have  30  acres  of  free  land,  and  some  stock, 
and  bee  free-holders. 
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CAPTAIN  WILLIAM  GLANVILLE 
EVELYN. 

1774— 1776. 


'T^HE  writer  of  the  following  Letters,  William 
Glanville  Evelyn,  eldest  son  and  heir  of  the 
Rev.  William  Evelyn,  (afterwards  Dean  of  Emley, 
and  Vicar  of  Trim,  Ireland,)  could  claim  to  be  of 
good  extraction  both  on  his  father's  and  mother's 
side.  Through  his  father,  he  was  sixth  In  direct 
descent  from  George  Evelyn,  Esq.,  who  (dying  in 
1603)  was  the  common  ancestor  of  three  branches 
of  the  Evelyn  family,  settled  at  Long-Ditton,  God- 
stone,  and  Wotton,  In  the  county  of  Surrey.  The 
Long-Ditton  branch  became  extinct  in  the  male 
line  In  1692.  The  father  of  William  belonged  to 
the  second,  or  Godstone  branch  of  the  family,  and 
John  Evelyn  %  the  distinguished  author  of"  Sylva," 

^  John  Evelyn,  the  son  of  Richard  Evelyn,  of  Wotton,  was  born 
Oct.  31,  1620.  He  spent  a  number  of  years  in  France  and  other 
parts  of  Europe.  In  1647  he  married  the  daughter  (then  only  four- 
teen) of  Sir  Richard  Brown,  the  British  resident  at  the  Court  of 
France,  and  settled  permanently  (in  1651-2)  at  Say's  Court,  near 
Deptfordj  Kent,  formerly  the  property  of  his  wife's  father.  Here  he 
resided  until  May,  1694,  when  he  removed  to  Wotton  House.  Say's 
Court  was  occupied  by  Peter  the  Great,  as  Mr.  Evelyn's  tenant  in 
1698,  for  three  months  :  the  Czar  frequenting  the  King's  Dockyard 
as  a  common  workman,  in  order  to  learn  the  art  of  ship-building. 
Evelyn  succeeded  to  the  Wotton  Estate  on  the  death  of  his  elder 
brother  George,  Oct.  4,  1699. 
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to  the  third  or  youngest  branch,  settled  at  Wotton. 
John  Evelyn,  in  his  Diary,  several  times  mentions 
his  kinsman,  Sir  John  Evelyn  of  Godstone,  Knight, 
who  was  a  direct  ancestor  of  William  Glanville 
Evelyn,  and  who  was,  like  John  Evelyn,  a  grand- 
son of  the  above  George  Evelyn,  the  common  an- 
cestor. 

It  appears  from  the  Diary  that  on  Feb.  ii,  1649, 
John  Evelyn  dined  with  his  kinsman  at  West- 
minster. This  was  Sir  John  Evelyn  of  Godstone, 
who  at  that  time  represented  the  borough  of  Bletch- 
ingley,  Surrey,  in  Parliament,  and  should  not  be 
confounded  with  his  nephew.  Sir  John  Evelyn 
of  Wilts,    M.P.    for    Ludgershall,    who    had   been 

(Disraeli  makes  one  of  his  characters  say  in  "Lothair," — "You 
should  read  Evelyn's  '  Sylva.'  Evelyn  was  a  man  who  was  almost 
perfection.")  He  wrote  books  and  treatises  on  History,  Art,  both 
Painting  and  Sculpture,  Engraving,  having  himself  engraved  five 
prints  of  his  journey  from  Rome  to  Naples,  and  one  of  Wotton 
House.  He  had  been  instructed  by  Prince  Rupert  in  his  new  art 
of  Mezzotint.  He  also  wrote  on  domestic  and  political  economy, 
physical  geography,  forest-trees,  ancient  and  modern  architecture, 
horticulture,  gardening,  science,  commerce,  law  and  other  subjects ; 
in  fact,  they  embraced  well-nigh  the  whole  round  of  human  knowledge 
of  that  day.  He  is  perhaps  best  known  by  his  "  Sylva,"  a  discourse 
on  forest-trees,  and  his  Diary  (almost  as  famous  as  that  of  his  friend, 
Samuel  Pepys),  which  he  kept  from  the  year  1641  to  1705.  In  cha- 
racter he  was  pure  and  blameless,  amidst  the  profligate  courtiers 
of  Charles  II.  He  was  among  them,  but  not  of  them,  and  was  an 
object  of  affection  and  respect  wherever  he  was  known.  He  died  in 
London,  Feb.  27,  1705-6,  aged  eighty-six,  and  was  buried  in  the 
family  chapel  at  Wotton.  By  his  direction  the  following  maxim 
was  inscribed  on  his  tombstone  : — 

"  That  all  is  vanity  which  is  not  honest,  and  that  there  is  no  solid 
Wisdom  but  in  real  piety." 
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declared  a  traitor  by  Charles  I.  (See  Clarendon, 
Ludlow,  and  the  other  histories  of  the  period.) 

There  is  another  mention  in  the  Diary  of  Sir 
John  Evelyn  of  Godstone,  July  2,  1649  ;  on  which 
day  John  Evelyn,  being  on  a  visit  to  his  brother 
at  Wotton,  went  from  Wotton  to  visit  Sir  John 
Evelyn  at  Godstone.  There  he  met  also  Sir  John 
Evelyn  of  Wilts,  the  so-called  traitor ;  and  after 
leaving  Godstone,  returned  to  his  residence  at 
Say's  Court,  Deptford.  In  the  Diary  is  the  follow- 
ing entry,  copied  from  the  original  MS.  at  Wotton, 
recording  the  birth  of  his  third  son,  John,  at  Say's 
Court,  Jan.  19,  1654-5  : — 

"About  J  after  10  in  the  morning  was  my  wife  delivered 
of  another  son,  being  my  third,  but  2nd  living.  Bene- 
dictus  sit  Deus  in  donis  suis." 

The  following  baptismal  certificate,  in  John  Eve- 
lyn's own  handwriting  (preserved  at  Wotton,  but 
much  injured  by  damp),  shews  that  this  son  was 
christened  at  Say's  Court  on  the  26th  of  January, 
and  that  Sir  John  Evelyn  of  Godstone  was  god- 
father (susceptor)  on  the  occasion. 

"  John  Evelyn,  my  3rd  son,  was  born  at  Say's  Court,  in 
the  Parish  of  Deptford,  in  the  County  of  Kent,  on  the 
xix  of  January  165-^,  and  was  christened  the  xxvi. 
Susceptors,  Sir  John  Evelyn,  of  Godstone  \ 

"^Surrey,  /    jta  testor 

Lady  Gerrard.  >j_  EVELYN." 

Officiating,   Dr.  Owen,  ....  tham  in  y^  \ 
chamber  over  the  west  Parlour.  ^ 
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The  Diary  mentions  that  on  Aug.  3,  1658,  John 
Evelyn  visited  his  cousin  Sir  John  at  Godstone, 
and  that  on  Nov.  24,  1659,  he  again  was  the  guest 
of  his  kinsman  on  the  celebration  of  Sir  John's 
forty-first  wedding  day.  The  last  mention  of  Sir 
John  in  the  Diary  is  dated  Oct.  14,  1677,  ^^  which 
day  John  Evelyn  went  to  see  "old  Sir  John  Eve- 
lyn's Dormitory  "  at  Godstone  Church,  "  paved  with 
marble  where  he  ^d  his  lady  lie,  on  a  very  stately 
monument  at  length,  he  in  armour  of  white  marble." 
This  monument  still  exists. 

Sir  John  was  buried  in  the  family  vault  at  God- 
stone, Jan.  1 8,  1 664.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  eldest 
son,  John,  who  was  created  a  baronet  by  King  Charles 
II.,  1660,  and  died  s.p.  1671,  when  the  baronetcy  be- 
came extinct.  H is  second  son,  George  Evelyn  of  N ut- 
field,  near  Godstone  (grandfather  of  William,  dean 
of  Emley,  and  great-grandfather  of  Captain  William 
Glanville  Evelyn),  was  not  only  a  kinsman,  but,  like 
his  father,  a  friend  of  John  Evelyn,  author  of 
"Sylva." — (See  Diary,  March  30,  1694;  Aug.  4, 
1694;  Feb.  20,  1695;  June  19,  1699.) 

This  George  Evelyn  of  Nutfield,  heir  to  his 
brother.  Sir  John  Evelyn  of  Godstone,  Baronet, 
(who  died  without  male  issue,  Aug.,  1671)  was 
a  deputy-lieutenant  of  Surrey,  and  was  thrice  elected 
Member  of  Parliament  for  the  borough  of  Bletch- 
ingley,  which  his  father.  Sir  John  Evelyn  of  God- 
stone, had  also  represented. 
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There  is  In  Evelyn's  Diary  an  interesting  ac- 
count of  a  visit  of  John  Evelyn  to  his  cousin, 
Aug.  4,  1694  :— 

"  I  went  to  visit  my  cousin,  George  Evelyn  of  Nutfield, 
where  I  found  10  children,  5  sons  and  5  daughters.  All 
painted  in  one  piece  very  well  by  Mr.  Lutterell,  in  crayon 
on  copper.     The  boys  were  at  school." 

This  picture,  by  Henry  Lutterell,  is  novy^  at  Wotton. 
Of  the  five  sons  of  George  Evelyn  here  mentioned, 
Richard,  the  fourth  son,  was  grandfather  of  Captain 
William  Glanville  Evelyn. 

Little  did  John  Evelyn  foresee,  when  he  paid  this 
visit  to  his  kinsman,  that  his  own  branch  of  the 
family  would  become  extinct  in  the  male  line,  and 
that  a  descendant  of  his  kinsman  would  succeed 
to  the  family  estate  of  Wotton.  George  Evelyn, 
of  Nutfield,  was  born  Dec.  4,  1641  ;  died  June  19, 
1 699  ;  and  was  buried  in  the  family  vault  at  God- 
stone,  June  24,  1699.  The  last  allusion  to  him  in 
Evelyn's  Diary,  is  dated  June  19,  1699:  "My 
cousin,  George  Evelyn  of  Nutfield,  died  suddenly." 
He  should  be  distinguished  from  his  kinsman.  Cap- 
tain George  Evelyn  "the  great  traveller,"  mentioned 
in  Evelyn's  Diary  Feb.  26,  1649,  and  June  8,  1652, 
at  which  latter  date  George  Evelyn  of  Nutfield 
would  have  been  but  in  his  eleventh  year. 

At  Wotton  there  are  portraits  of  Sir  John  Evelyn 
of  Godstone,  of  his  son   George  of  Nutfield,  and 
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also  of  John  Evelyn,  grandfather  of  the  present 
head  of  the  family,  and  brother  of  Captain  Wil- 
liam Glanville  Evelyn,  of  whom,  it  is  much  to  be 
regretted,  no  full-sized  portrait  exists  at  Wotton. 

The  above  extracts  from  Evelyn's  Diary  have 
been  here  introduced  to  shew  the  intimacy  which 
existed  between  the  author  of  "Sylva"  and  the  an- 
cestors of  Captain  William  Glanville  Evelyn.  He 
was  born  at  Arklow,  county  Wicklow,  Ireland, 
early  in  1742.  His  mother  was  the  daughter  of 
Christopher  Chamberlain,  Esq.,  of  Chamberlainstown, 
CO.  Meath  ;  the  Chamberlains  ^  being  a  very  ancient 
and  honourable  family,  who  once  held  considerable 
possessions  in  the  county  of  Meath.  At  the  age  of 
ei2:"hteen,  throuo^h  the  interest  of  his  Engrlish  con- 
nections,  he  obtained  an  ensigncy  in  the  50th  Regi- 
ment of  Foot ;  and  his  first  commission  bears  date 
March  29,  1760.  At  that  time  the  contest  between 
England  and  France  concerning  their  American  pos- 
sessions, had  led  both  Powers  to  seek  allies  on  the 
European  Continent,  and  England  found  an  ally  in 
Prussia,  France  in  Austria ;  Prussia  and  Austria 
being  then  engaged  in  the  "  seven  years'  war^"     In 

''  This  family  is  alluded  to  by  Edmund  Spenser,  the  Elizabethan 
poet,  in  his  "View  of  the  state  of  Ireland,"  where  he  mentions  that  in 
the  year  1316,  "Edward  le  Bruce,  in  his  invasion  of  Ireland,  rooted 
out  the  noble  families  of  Audlies,  Tuchets,  Chamberlaities,  Maunde- 
villes,  and  the  Savages  out  of  Ardes."  The  family  of  Chamberlain  is 
now  represented  by  Tankerville  Chamberlain,  Esq.,  Barrister-at-law, 

•^  "When,  therefore,  war  between  the  two  countries  seemed  in- 
evitable, an  augmentation  was  made  to  the  army,  and  in  December, 
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this  continental  struggle  ^  the  young  officer,  serving 
with  his  regiment,  received  what  has  been  called 
the  "baptism  of  fire;"  but  England  withdrawing 
from  the  war,  on  the  signing  of  the  treaty  of 
Fontainebleau  at  Paris,  peace  was  proclaimed  in 
London  on  March  22,  1763,  and  the  50th  regi- 
ment, with  the  others,  was  reduced  to  a  peace  es- 
tablishment. The  troops  were  recalled,  and  William 
Evelyn,  who  held  then  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  re- 
tired on  half-pay.  After  passing  some  years  at 
home  with  his  parents  in  the  county  of  Antrim,  in 
1767,  (July  16),  he  was  re-appointed  into  the  4th 
or  King's  Own  regiment  ^  and  attained  the  rank  of 
Captain,  October  16,  1772.  This  regiment  being 
one  of  those  enofaofed  in  the  American  War  of  In- 
dependence,  William  Evelyn  was  again  destined  to 
see  active  service  in  the  field.  In  company  with 
his  cousin,  George  Evelyn  Boscawen  (aged  seven- 


1755,  eleven  regiments  of  infantry  were  raised,  which  have  been 
since  retained,  and  are  numbered  from  the  50th  to  the  60th  in- 
clusive."— Moorsiim's  Historical  Record  of  the  ^ind  Regiment,  i860. 

•*  See  letter  of  his,  written  at  this  date,  placed  after  the  Letters. 

^  This  celebrated  corps  was  raised  by  Royal  authority,  on  July  13, 
1680,  and  was  called  the  2nd  Tangier  Regiment.  In  1684  Charles  II. 
conferred  upon  it  the  title  of  "  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Duchess 
of  York  and  Albany's  Regiment,  or  the  Queen's  Regiment  of  Foot." 
In  1703  it  became  a  Marine  corps,  and  was  called  "the  Queen's 
Regiment  of  Marines."  In  1715  it  was  stationed  at  Windsor,  when 
George  I.  conferred  upon  it  the  title  of  the  King's  Own,  which  it  most 
honourably  bears  to  this  day.  The  record  of  this  very  distinguished 
corps  is  surpassed  by  none  in  the  British  army,  or  any  other,  for  long 
and  most  gallant  services  in  almost  every  quarter  of  the  globe. 
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teen),  for  whom  an  ensigncy  had  been  procured,  he 
embarked  for  Boston  to  join  his  regiment,  where 
he  arrived  in  June,  1774. 

In  the  preceding  month  (May  17,  1774),  General 
Gaofe  had  landed  in  Boston  on  his  mission  of  coer- 
cion  from  George  III.  Bancroft  says  that  Gage 
lacked  the  necessary  firmness  for  the  occasion,  for 

"  he  had  promised  the  king  that  with  4  regiments  he 
would  play  the  *  lion ;'  and  troops  beyond  his  requisitions 
were  hourly  expected.  His  injunctions  enjoined  upon  him 
the  seizure  and  condign  punishment  of  Samuel  Adams, 
Hancock,  Joseph  Warren,  and  other  leading  patriots,  but 
he  stood  in  such  dread  of  them,  that  he  never  so  much  as 
attempted  their  arrest." 

The  general  congress  of  delegates  from  all  the 
colonies  or  States  met  at  Philadelphia  Sept.  i,  1774. 
The  first  collision  between  the  British  and  Ameri- 
can troops  took  place  in  Massachusets  in  Feb.  1775. 
Within  a  few  weeks  thereafter,  the  first  actual  con- 
flict in  arms  occurred  at  Lexington  and  Concord, 
(April  19).  Both  Captain  Evelyn  and  young  Ensign 
Boscawen  participated  in  these  affairs,  which  are 
vividly  described  in  the  Letters.  The  next  month 
(May),  Forts  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  on 
Lake  Champlain,  were  taken  by  a  party  from 
Connecticut  and  Vermont.  The  next  (June  17), 
the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  near  Boston,  was  fought, 
to  the  nominal  advantage  of  the  British,  but  to  the 
real  advantage  of  the  Americans.     Two  days  before 
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this  battle,  George  Washington  was  commissioned 
by  the  Continental  Congress  as  Commander-in-chief 
of  the  Continental  army,  and  issued  his  first  order 
to  the  "  United  Provinces  of  North  America"  on 
July  14.  In  August,  1775,  Washington  was  closely 
investing  Boston,  and  early  in  March,  1776,  that 
city  was  evacuated  by  the  British.  After  refitting 
at  Halifax,  they  moved  on  to  New  York.  On 
July  12,  Lord  Howe  reached  Staten  Island,  and 
the  troops  of  Clinton  and  Cornwallis  arrived  on 
Aug.  I,  followed  eleven  days  later  by  11,000  Hes- 
sians and  English.  On  Aug.  27,  the  battle  of  Long 
Island  was  fought,  which  ended  in  the  abandonment 
of  Long  Island  to  the  British,  and  in  the  subsequent 
entry  of  their  troops  into  New  York. 

General  Howe  says,  in  his  '*  Despatch  to  Lord 
George  Germaine,  of  Nov.  30,  1776  :" — 

"  On  the  1 8th  (Oct.)  several  corps  re-imbarked  in  flat  boats, 
and  passing  round  Frog's  Neck  (Throck's  or  Throg's), 
landed  on  Pell's  point  at  the  mouth  of  Hutchinson's  river ; 
after  which  the  main  body  crossed  the  mouth  of  that  river 
to  the  same  place,  advanced  immediately,  and  laid  that 
night  upon  their  arms,  with  the  left  upon  a  creek  opposite 
to  East  Chester,  and  the  right  near  to  Rochelle.  On  the 
march  to  this  ground,  a  skirmish  ensued  with  a  small  party 
of  the  enemy  posted  to  defend  a  narrow  causeway,  who 
were  pursued  for  a  mile,  when  a  considerable  body  ap- 
pearing in  front,  behind  the  "  Bendstone  "  stone  walls  and 
in  woods,  some  companies  of  light  infantry,  and  a  part  of 
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the  chasseurs,  were  detached  to  dislodge  them,  which  they 
did  effectually:  Lieutenant  Colonel  Musgrave  commanding 
the  1st  battalion  of  Light  Lifantry,  and  Captain  Evelyn 
of  the  4th  Regiment,  were  both  wounded  ;  the  latter  is 
since  dead,  and  much  to  be  regretted  as  a  gallant  officer, 
but  Lieutenant  Colonel  Musgrave  is  in  a  fair  way  of  re- 
covery :  three  soldiers  were  killed  and  twenty  wounded." 

Dr.  Stiles  \  in  his  Diary,  mentions  that  he  was  an 
eye-v^itness  of  the  above  skirmish,  and  says  in  a 
letter  of  Oct.  19,  1776,  that  there  was  an  "unex- 
pected fire"  from  Colonel  Shepherd's  regiment, 
and  then  "  a  second  and  third,  which  broke  the 
enemy  so  much,  that  they  ran  away  as  fast  as  they 
could  in  confusion;"  though,  as  General  Heath  ob- 
serves in  his  Memoirs,  "  being  immediately  sup- 
ported, they  returned  vigorously  to  the  charge." 

It  would  appear  that  Captain  Evelyn  was  well 
in  advance  of  his  company,  and  that  after  he  had 
vaulted  over  the  wall,  and  whilst  he  lay  wounded 
(apparently  dead),  the  retreat  commenced.  For 
Colonel  Glover,  the  American  officer  In  command, 
writing  from  the  camp  at  Mile  Square,  Oct.  22, 
states,  that  the  constant  fire 

"  caused  them  to  retreat  several  times,  once  in  particular, 
so  far,  that  a  soldier  of  Colonel  ShepJienVs  leaped  over  the 
wall  and  took  a  hat  and  a  canteen  off  a  captain  that  lay 
dead  on  the  gronnd  ihcy  retreated  from." 

Ezra  Stiles,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  bornat  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  1727  ; 
President  of  Yale  College  from  1777  until  his  death  in  1795.  The 
MS.  diary  is  in  the  possession  of  Yale  College. 
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According  to  the  account  preserved  in  the  family, 
Captain  Evelyn,  after  vaulting  over  the  stone  wall, 
had  not  proceeded  far  when  he  received  three 
bullet  -  shots :  the  first  grazed  his  left  arm,  the 
second  inflicted  a  wound  on  the  upper  part  of 
the  thigh,  the  third  shattered  the  right  leg  above 
the  knee.  Timely  amputation  might  have  saved 
his  life,  but  he  would  not  consent  to  the  operation 
until  it  was  too  late.  It  was  then  performed  in  vain  ; 
and  after  lingering  for  nearly  three  weeks,  he  died 
at  New  York  on  Nov.  6,  1776.  It  is  supposed 
that  he  was  buried  in  the  ground  attached  to 
Trinity  Church,  New  York. 

His  character  is  to  be  traced  in  his  Letters.  Note 
his  strong  feelings  of  patriotism,  his  eagerness  for 
opportunities  of  distinguishing  himself,  his  affection 
for  his  friends  at  home,  his  tenderness  and  care 
for  young  Boscawen  his  kinsman,  and  his  zealous 
regard  for  his  duty,  in  refusing  to  exchange  into 
a  regiment  going  home  when  he  had  an  opportunity. 

The  despatch  of  Sir  William  Howe,  of  Nov.  30, 
1776,  and  the  extract  from  the  official  records  of 
the  4th,  or  King's  Own  Regiment,  attest  his  value 
as  an  officer.  Some  allowance  must  be  made  for 
his  strong  prejudices  against  the  American  nation. 

In  the  family  account  of  him,  he  is  said  to  have 
been 

"a  great  loss  to  his  Majesty's  service, — of  ardent  spirit, 
zeal  and  talent  for  his  profession,  of  a  lively  conversation 
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and  wit,  of  a  warm  and  generous  character,  particularly 
well  made —  5  feet  10  inches  in  height,  with  dark  eyes, 
features  slightly  marked  with  the  small  pox." 

He  was  never  married,  and  his  premature  death 
was  a  great  calamity  to  his  family.  Had  he  lived 
he  would  have  become  the  head  of  the  family  of 
Evelyn.  Owing  to  his  untimely  death,  his  brother 
John  finally  occupied  this  position,  on  the  death 
of  James  Evelyn  of  Felbridge,  Surrey,  LL.D.,  in 
1 793,  without  male  issue  ;  and  afterwards  succeeded 
to  the  Wotton  estates,  as  the  devisee  of  Lady 
Evelyn,  who  died  Nov.  12,  181 7;  she  being  the 
widow  of  Sir  Frederick  Evelyn,  third  Baronet,  who 
died  April  i,  181 2,  without  male  issue,  and  who 
represented  the  younger,  or  Wotton  branch  of  the 
family. 

Extract  from  the  Official  Records  of  the  /^th,  or 

King's  Own  Regi7nent. 

1776.  "The  King's  own  were  engaged  in  the  move- 
ments by  which  General  Washington  was  forced  to 
abandon  New  York,  which  city  was  immediately  taken 
possession  of  by  the  British  General  ^.     Washington  having 

^  From  London  Chronicle  and  London  Gazette  for  December,  1776. 
"  The  accounts  which  have  been  received  of  the  late  operations  of 
his  Majesty's  forces  are  to  the  following  effect : — 

"That  on  the  12th  of  October,  the  Guards,  Light  Infantry,  and 
Reserve,  together  with  Col.  Dunop's  corps  of  Hessian  Grenadiers 
and  Chasseurs,  marched  from  the  advanced  posts  on  New  York 
island  ;  and  embarking  in  boats  at  Turtle  Bay,  passed  up  the  East 
river,  through  Hell  Gate,  and  landed  on   Frog's   (Throg's)    Neck, 
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taken  up  a  position  in  another  part  of  the  country,  the 
British  troops  were  again  embarked  in  flat  -  bottomed 
boats,  and  landed  near  West  Chester.  Thence,  re-em- 
barking on  the  1 8th  of  October,  passed  Throg's  Neck, 
and  landed  at  Pell's-point,  at  the  mouth  of  Hutchinson's 
river.  Advancing  from  thence,  the  troops  encountered 
a  detachment  of  provincials  :  a  sharp  skirmish  ensued,  in 
which  several  men  were  killed  and  wounded  ;  and  the 
King's  Own  lost  a  most  valuable  and  gallant  officer, 
Captain  W.  Glanville  Evelyn,  who  was  mortally  wounded, 
and  whose  fall  was  much  regretted." 

The  following  extracts  are  taken  from  the  MS. 
Journal  of  George  Inman,  now  in  the  possession 
of  his  great-grandson,  Mr.  Charles  R.  Hildeburn, 
of  Philadelphia : — 

"In  December  1775,  I  attached  myself  to  the  Light 
Company  of  the  4th,  or  King's  Own  Regiment,  com- 
manded by  my  friend  Captain  Evelyn." 

That  having  crossed  the  neck,  they  found  the  bridge,  which  joined 
it  to  the  main,  had  been  broken  down  by  the  rebels,  who  had  thrown 
up  some  works  on  the  opposite  side.  That  being  joined  by  the  ist, 
2nd,  and  6th  Brigades  from  Long  Island,  the  troops  embarked  again 
in  boats,  and  landed  in  Pelham's  manor  the  i8th,  Avithout  opposition  ; 
and  marching  through  a  random  fire  of  the  rebels  from  Bendstone 
walls,  gained  the  road  which  leads  from  Connecticut  to  King's  Bridge. 
The  rebels,  apprehending  their  communication  to  the  eastward  would 
be  cut  off,  moved  from  their  camp  at  King's  Bridge,  and  extended 
their  left  to  the  White  Plains,  a  chain  of  stoney  hills  so  called_ 
On  the  2 1  St,  his  Majesty's  light  troops  took  possession  of  the  heights 
of  New  Rochelle.  Col.  Rogers  with  his  New  York  companies,  having 
taken  post  at  Maramack  (Mamaronack),  was  attacked  by  a  party  of 
rebels,  which  he  drove  back  with  considerable  loss." 

S 
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1776.  "In  October,  part  of  the  army  embarked  near 
Hell  Gate,  and  proceeded  for  New  Rochelle,  near  which 
my  good  and  gallant  friend  received  his  mortal  wound ; 
and  being  carried  to  New  York,  soon  expired,  to  the  great 
regret  of  all  that  knew  him  as  a  soldier  or  friend." 


LETTERS 

OF 
CAPTAIN   WILLIAM   GLANVILLE   EVELYN, 

1774— 1776. 


LETTER  I. 


(to  his  father.) 
To  THE  Rev.  Doctor  Evelyn,  Trim,  Ireland. 

"  Camp  at  Boston^  July  6,  1774. 

"  Dear  Sir,  —  Tho'  we  have  been  here  these  three 
weeks  no  opportunity  has  before  this  time  offered  of 
transmitting  a  letter  to  Europe.  Admiral  Montague* 
being  now  relieved  on  this  station,  we  avail  ourselves  of 
his  return  to  inform  our  friends  of  our  safe  arrival. 

'  Admiral  George  Montague,  as  post-captain,  April  15,  i773j  was 
employed  at  the  commencement  of  the  American  war,  in  blockading 
the  ports  of  Salem  and  Marblehead.  After  having  captured  the 
*  Washington'  of  16  guns,  the  first  vessel  of  war  sent  to  sea  by  the 
American  States,  he  covered  the  embarkation  of  the  army  at  the 
evacuation  at  Boston,  where,  it  is  said,  he  was  put  in  the  stocks  for 
walking  the  streets  on  a  Sunday.  By  way  of  retaliation,  on  the  day 
before  the  place  was  abandoned,  he  invited  the  mayor  and  aldermen 
to  dinner,  and  ordered  his  boatswain  to  give  them  a  dozen  lashes 
each.  After  having  assisted  at  the  siege  of  New  York,  where  his 
vessel,  the  '  Fowey,'  was  stationed,  his  health  being  much  impaired, 
he  returned  to  England." — Georgian  Era^  vol.  ii.  p.  551. 
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"  We  sailed  from  St.  Helen's  ^  on  the  28th  of  May,  and 
with  some  fair  and  some  hard-blowing  weather,  we  made 
this  harbour  the  loth  of  June,  which  we  account  a  good 
passage.  We  continued  on  board  our  vessels  three  days, 
and  on  the  14th,  had  the  assurance  to  land,  notwith- 
standing the  violent  threat  denounced  against  us,  and 
that  evening  encamped  on  a  small  common  on  the  west 
side  of  the  town  (I  may  say  in  the  town)  without  any  let 
or  molestation.  On  the  day  following,  the  43rd  regiment 
disernbarked  and  encamped  along  with  us ;  and  just  now 
the  5th  and  38th  are  arrived  from  Ireland,  landed  and 
encamped  in  the  same  line,  which  with  a  small  park  of 
artillery,  of  six  pieces  of  cannon  and  two  cohorns,  make 
a  formidable  appearance  ;  we  besides  expect  to  be  shortly 
re-inforced,  our  transports  having  gone  to  New  York  for 
the  23rd  regiment,  and  the  59th  being  talked  of  to  come 
from  Halifax  ;  and  for  a  corps  de  reserve,  the  64th  is  in 
Castle  William,  a  small  fortified  island  in  the  harbour. 

"  With  this  force,  we  have  no  apprehensions  from  the 
very  great  numbers  in  this  province,  should  they  ever 
come  to  extremities,  as  they  sometimes  affect  to  insinuate  ; 
for  though  upon  paper  they  are  the  bravest  fellows  in  the 
world,  yet  in  reality  I  believe  there  does  not  exist  so 
great  a  set  of  rascals  and  poltroons.  You  who  have  seen 
mobs,  generous  ones  compared  to  these,  may  have  some 
idea  of  the  wretched  situation  of  those  who  were  known 


''  St.  Helen's,  a  road  or  bay  on  the  north-east  coast  of  the  Isle 
of  Wight,  so  named  from  a  village  in  the  island.  It  was  a  well- 
known  place  of  rendezvous  for  the  British  navy.  The  roadstead  of 
St.  Helen's  is  the  east  entrance  to  the  famous  roadstead  of  Spit- 
head,  between  Portsmouth  and  Ryde.  At  St.  Helen's  the  East  India 
fleet  used  to  stop  for  water  and  provisions,  both  in  going  out  and 
coming  in. 


CAPT.    W.    G.    EVELYN.  1 33 

or  suspected  to  be  friends  to  the  King  or  government  of 
Great  Britain  ;  they  are  distinguished  here  by  the  name 
of  Tories,  as  the  Liberty  Boys,  the  tarring-and-feathering 
gentlemen,  are  by  the  title  of  Whigs.  To  the  former  our 
arrival  has,  in  a  great  degree,  restored  that  liberty  they 
had  been  so  long  deprived  of,  even  liberty  of  speech  and 
security  to  their  persons  and  property,  which  has  for 
years  past  been  at  the  mercy  of  a  most  villainous  mob. 
General  Gage,  as  Governor  of  the  Province,  and  Com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  troops,  has  greater  powers  than 
any  of  his  predecessors.  He  has  already  dissolved  the 
Council ;  though  they,  suspecting  his  intention,  locked  out 
his  Secretary,  and  would  not  admit  him  till  they  had 
chosen  a  Committee  of  Correspondence  to  settle  measures 
with  the  other  colonies,  to  force  England  into  a  compli- 
ance with  their  terms  by  means  of  an  association  not  to 
import  or  buy  any  English  goods,  not  to  serve  Ireland 
with  flax-seed,  nor  the  West  India  Islands  with  provisions 
or  other  commodities.  Against  this  Committee  the  Go- 
vernor has  issued  a  [firm]  and  spirited  Proclamation, 
calling  it  illegal  and  tr[aitorous,]  forbidding  all  people  to 
sign  or  offer  it  to  be  sign[ed,  if  they  would]  avoid  the 
penalties  annexed  to  such  aggravated  offences ;  notwith- 
standing which  it  has  gone  on,  [and]  has  been  since  the 
Proclamation  signed  by  [many].  But  the  Tories  have 
taken  courage,  and  made  a  protest  against  such  unlawful 
proceedings. 

"What  all  this  will  end  in  it  is  impossible  to  guess. 
Great  Britain  has  it  in  her  power  now  to  keep  America 
in  the  dependence  she  has  a  right  to  insist  on  ;  but  much 
is  to  be  feared  from  the  unsteadiness  of  the  English  Go- 
vernment, the  intrigues  of  a  disaffected  faction  at  home, 
and  the  stubbornness  and  perseverance  of  the  enemies  to 


134  LETTERS    OF 

all  Government  here ;  what  ever  will  be  the  issue,  the 
scourge  at  present  falls  upon  this  part  of  the  province, 
and  most  deservedly ;  for  they  are  a  most  execrable  set 
of  villains, 

"  I  do  not  see  any  chance  of  matters  being  adjusted ;  and 
till  that  happens  we  shall  probably  remain  here.  I  shall 
from  time  to  time  inform  you  of  what  is  going  forward  as 
far  as  comes  to  my  knowledge,  and  hope  now  and  then 
to  hear  from  you.  This  country  is  very  fine,  the  climate 
wholesome,  and  we  all  in  good  health  and  spirits,  and  we 
get  plenty  of  turtle,  pine-apples,  and  Madeira. 

"  My  best  love  to  all  at  home,  and  am, 
"  Dear  Sir, 

"  Your  ever  affectionate, 

"  W.  G.  Evelyn." 


LETTER  II. 

To  THE  HoNBLE.   Mrs.  Leveson  Gower  (his  Cousin), 
South-street,  Grosvenor-square,  London. 

"  Boston  Camp,  August  the  26th,  1774. 
"  Madam, — As  you  are  now  more  interested  than  ever 
in  the  affairs  of  this  country,  I'm  happy  to  have  so  good 
an  opportunity  as  the  return  of  the  '  Scarbro','  to  give 
you  such  accounts  of  our  private  concerns  here  as  I 
hope  will  be  satisfactory  to  you,  and  quiet  any  little  fears 
or  uneasiness  your  mama  may  be  under  for  the  safety  or 
success  of  her  young  soldier " ;    I  wrote  a  few  days  after 

■=  Alluding  to  George  Evelyn  Boscawen,  his  kinsman,  who  went  out 
with  him,  as  a  young  ensign  of  seventeen,  to  join  his  regiment.  He 
was  the  son  of  the  Honble.  Edward  Boscawen,  Admiral  of  the  Blue, 
R.N.    who  died  in   1761.     Young  Boscawen  was   commissioned  as 
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his  arrival  by  a  vessel  just  going  to  sail,  and  he  also  sent 
a  letter  by  the  same  ship.  Capt.  Chadets  is  now  under 
orders,  and  only  waits  for  the  General's  despatches,  which 
are  hourly  expected  ;  and  it  would  be  unpardonable  in  us 
not  to  let  you  know  by  him  that,  since  our  coming  here, 
we  have  been  in  perfect  good  health  and  spirits,  and  seem 
to  agree  very  well  with  the  new  trade  of  soldiering  ;  we 
work  very  hard  every  morning  at  the  firelock,  and  have 
already  mounted  guard  with  a  command  of  forty  men  ; 
we  improve  very  much,  and  are  daily  getting  the  better 
of  those  little  exceptionable  inclinations,  which  a  pro- 
fession less  active  would  have  only  contributed  to  en- 
courage. Believe  me,  madam,  there  is  no  better  school 
in  the  world  to  correct  any  little  peculiarity  of  temper 
or  disposition,  and  I  will  venture  to  stake  my  credit  that, 
when  you  next  see  the  young  General,  you  shall  approve 
him  ;  this  is  a  name  the  boys  have  given  him  from  the 
gravity  of  his  deportment,  and  some  alterations  he  has 
proposed  to  have  made  in  the  management  of  our  affairs ; 
you  must  know  that  upon  his  first  coming  among  us,  he 
discovered  that  the  system  we  had  followed  for  many 
years  was  all  wrong,  and  proceeded  to  lay  down  some  re- 
gulations for  us,  and  to  set  us  to  rights ;  but  to  his  great 
amazement  the  boys  only  laughed  at  his  schemes,  and 

Ensign  to  the  4th  foot  on  May  9,  1774;  was  promoted  to  Lieutenant 
in  the  63rd  foot  on  Dec.  i,  1775  ;  to  Captain  in  the  5th  Dragoons 
on  Nov.  4,  1777  ;  and  sold  out  Dec.  31,  1782. 

He  returned  to  England  in  1775,  and  eventually  became  third  Vis- 
count Falmouth,  on  the  death  of  his  uncle  in  1782,  He  was  born 
May  6,  1758,  and  died  Feb.  8,  1808  ;  and  was  grandfather  of  Evelyn, 
sixth  and  present  Viscount  Falmouth,  of  the  county  of  Cornwall. 
The  Honble.  Mrs.  Leveson  Gower  was  the  sister  of  George  Evelyn 
Boscawen,  and  married  the  Honble.  John  Leveson  Gower,  Admiral 
in  the  R.N.,  and  brother  to  Granville,  first  Marquis  of  Stafford. 
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called    him    Humphrey  Bland'^  and    the  young  General, 
and  I  am  afraid  have  laughed  him  out  of  his  plan  of  re- 

■*  A  manual  for  young  soldiers,  written  by  Humphrey  Bland,  called 
"Military  Discipline,"  published  in  London  in  1727.  The  ninth  edi- 
tion of  this  book  was  published  in  1762.  General  Washington  on  sev- 
eral occasions  spoke  of  the  great  value  that  Bland's  book  had  been  to 
him  in  his  early  military  life.  Bland  saw  much  service  in  the  Low 
Countries  under  Marlborough,  and  I  have  found  two  letters  of  his, 
hitherto  unpublished.  One,  to  General  Phillip  Honeywood,  on  the 
changes  to  be  made  in  certain  regiments,  which  would  possess  but 
little  interest  to  the  reader.  The  other,  having  some  points  of  in- 
terest, is  here  introduced.  It  is  an  apologetic  letter  addressed  to 
George  IL,  whom  Bland  appears  to  have  offended. 

{Bcrgen-ap-Zoom.,  26  July,  1743  n.  j.) 

"  Sir, — I  want  words  to  express  the  concern  I  am  under  in  having 
incurred  your  Royal  Displeasure,  by  writing  in  an  improper  style  to 
the  several  states  who  were  to  supply  your  Majesty's  British  Troops 
with  straw  for  them  to  lye  on,  and  wood  to  dress  their  victuals  ;  the 
which  I  did  by  Express  orders  from  the  Generals,  several  of  whom  ap- 
proved of  those  letters,  from  the  great  want  the  Troops  were  in  for 
both.  However,  your  Majesty's  disapproving  of  the  manner  in  which 
they  were  expressed,  convinces  me  that  I  have  erred,  the  which  did 
not  proceed  from  design,  but  my  ignorance  both  of  the  custom  and  lan- 
guage of  the  country,  and  therefore  most  humbly  hope  to  meet  with 
your  Majesty's  forgiveness. 

"  Amongst  the  several  failings  I  may  be  accused  of,  I  defy  my  great- 
est enemy  to  charge  me  with  that  of  corruption  (a  vice  but  too  com- 
monly practised  by  Persons  in  my  position),  or  my  having  made  the 
least  advantage  by  my  employment,  though  several  temptations  of 
that  kind  were  thrown  in  my  way,  knowing  that  your  Majesty's 
generous  intentions  of  sending  your  arm.ies  here,  were  to  protect,  and 
not  oppress,  the  several  states  of  the  Empire.  I  am  very  sensible 
that  much  greater  abilities  are  required  to  discharge  the  duty  of  Qu". 
M"'.  Gen',  than  those  I  possess,  and  am  therefore  extreamly  uneasie  lest 
your  service  should  suffer  through  my  ignorance  ;  and  whenever  your 
Majesty  shall  think  proper  to  fill  that  important  post  with  a  person 
adequate  to  it,  I  shall  in  the  most  dutiful  manner  possible  be  ready  to 
resign  it.  I  take  this  opportunity  of  returning  your  Majesty  my  most  un- 
feigned thanks  for  my  late  promotion  of  Brig',  and  the  removing  me 
to  the  Command  of  your  own  Reg'  of  Dragoons,  which  was  an  honour 
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forming  the  army,  for  he  seems  now  inclined  to  go  on  as 
other  people  do. 

"  I  copied  my  cousin's  pleasant  letter,  for  I  value  the 
original  prodigiously ;  it  is  a  natural  description  of  a  boy 
who  has  studied  Bland  during  the  whole  voyage. 

"  Once  more  adieu. 

"W.  G.  Evelyn." 


LETTER    III. 

To  THE  HoNBLE.  Mrs.  Leveson  Gower,  South-street, 

Grosvenor-square,  London. 

"  Ca7np  at  Boston.,  Oct.  31,  1774. 
"  Dear  Madam, — The  receipt  of  your  last  letter  filled 
me  with  the  utmost  surprise  and  concern  ;  that  change 
of  constitution,  from  great  robustness  to  extreme  delicacy, 
I  always  imagined  had  proceeded  from  the  inactive  kind 
of  life  Mr.  Boscawen^  had  led  ;  but  never  in  the  least  sus- 
pected it  to  be  the  consequence  of  any  disorder  or  want 
of  health.  My  immediate  anxiety  and  concern  are  em- 
ployed for  the  situation  of  your  most  excellent  and  un- 

I  had  net  the  least  pretensions  to,  or  merit  to  expect,  and  therefore 
proceeded  purely  from  your  Majesty's  good  opinion  of  me,  the  loss  of 
which  is  what  I  now  dread,  since  my  being  capable  of  committing 
a  crime  wilfully,  that  should  deserve  it,  would  prove  me  the  most  un- 
grateful man  living ;  the  contrary  of  which  shall  be  the  constant  study 
of,  most  gracious  sovereign, 

"Y'Maj%&c.  &c., 

"  Humphrey  Bland." 
*  Alluding  to  the  death  of  the  son  of  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Boscawen,  which 
is  thus  mentioned  in  the  "  Gentleman's  Magazine,"  under  the  date  of 
July  17,  1774  :  "At  the  German  Spa,  Hugh  Boscawen,  Esq.,  son  of 
the  late  Admiral,  nephew  to  Lord  Falmouth,  brother-in-law  to  the 
Duke  of  Beaufort,  and  Member  for  Truro,  in  Cornwall." 
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paralleled  mother ;  ill  calculated  from  too  much  sensibility 
to  bear  such  repeated  strokes,  that  revive  the  remembrance 
of  misfortunes  in  some  degree  softened  by  length  of  time, 
but  now  renewed  with  unproved  affliction. 

"As  one  wishes  to  draw  consolation  from  the  most 
distant  source,  I  should  hope  her  sufferings  on  this  oc- 
casion were  much  alleviated  by  her  having  been  for  seve- 
ral years  accustomed  to  live  without  him,  and  to  consider 
him  in  a  great  degree  as  separated  from  her  ;  we  have 
to  be  thankful  that  the  scene  of  this  misfortune  was  at 
a  distance,  whereby  many  additional  circumstances  of 
pain  were  avoided, 

"  I  observed  your  command,  and  was  the  first  to  com- 
municate it  to  George,  but  with  a  great  deal  of  precau- 
tion, and  not  till  I  had  first  prepared  him.  I  was  very 
much  pleased  with  his  manner  of  receiving  it,  which  was 
full  of  sensibility,  affection,  and  manly  concern,  as  he  has 
since  conducted  himself  with  the  greatest  propriety.  If 
I  could  not  speak  of  him  in  such  a  manner  as  I  think 
would  give  you  satisfaction,  I  should  say  no  more  than 
that  he  was  in  good  health,  for  it  is  a  matter  in  which 
I  would  not  deceive  you  :  but  I  have  the  greatest  reason 
to  believe  he  will  merit  the  approbation  of  his  friends, 
and  do  honour  to  his  family.  He  has  exceeding  good 
principles,  and  an  amazing  fund  of  understanding,  both 
of  which  will  be  of  the  greatest  use  to  us  in  counteracting 
some  little  propensities,  which  I  hope  are  more  the  effect 
of  too  much  liberty  at  Winchester^  than  of  natural  dis- 

'  Extract  from  a  letter  from  Mrs.Delanyto  Bernard  Granville,  Esq., 
Aug.  I,  1774: — "Her  (Mrs.  Boscawen)  youngest  (and  now  o?ily)  son 
had  gone  through  Winchester  School  with  great  credit,  and  she  had 
promised  herself  great  satisfaction  in  his  making  a  figure  as  a  man 
of  learning  in  some  profession,  and  was  preparing  him  for  the  Uni- 
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position ;  you  will  conceive  I  allude  to  his  love  of  in- 
dolence and  luxury.  To  these  we  shall  oppose  the  power- 
ful force  of  habit ;  be  that  my  care. 

"  I  already  see  its  effect,  and  do  assure  you  he  is  not 
only  exceedingly  improved  in  his  manner,  but  in  his  air 
and  person.  I  hope  your  Mama  has  no  thoughts  of  his 
going  home  ;  whatever  turn  affairs  may  take,  it  is  his 
interest  to  remain  here  some  time  longer,  after  which 
it  would  not  be  improper  to  look  out  for  a  Lieutenancy 
for  him  in  some  regiment  lately  come  home,  and  in 
England  ;  but  by  no  means  ever  think  of  putting  him 
into  the  Guards,  or  suffering  him  to  be  about  London. 

"We  still  remain  in  our  Camp  on  the  Common;  but 
expect  in  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  time  to  get  into 
barracks.  I  have  taken  a  house  for  George  and  myself, 
and  we  hope  to  pass  the  winter  comfortably;   it  is  very 


versity,  when  a  frenzy  of  going  into  the  army  seized  him,  and  he 
would  listen  to  no  other  occupation.  Mrs.  Boscawen  thought  it  to  no 
purpose  to  thwart  an  inclination  that  had  taken  such  root,  consented, 
and  he  sailed  with  the  regiment  he  is  in  for  America  above  a  month 
ago ;  so  one  may  say  she  is  deprived  of  all  her  sons." — Fj'om  the 
Autobiography  and  Correspondence  of  Mary  Granville  {Mrs.Dclany), 
1862. 

From  the  Honble.  Mrs.  Boscawen  to  Mrs.  Delany,  May  13,  1774  : — 
"Your  cousin  Mrs.  Leveson  is  in  perfect  health,  and  in  the  evening 
Mr.  George  reads  to  us  Lord  Chesterfield's  letters,  (note.  Lord  C.  died 
in  1773  ;  his  Letters  were  published  in  1774),  of  which,  I  think  just 
as  you  do,  and  therefore  very  right,  I  doubt  not.  My  son  George 
is  clear  in  his  choice  of  arms,  and  I  have  at  his  desire  paid  ^400 
for  an  ensigncy  in  the  4th  Foot,  or  King's  Own  Regiment  lately 
sailed  for  America,  where  my  young  soldier  purposes  to  join  them 
in  the  course  of  this  summer,  full  as  well  stored  with  Greek  and 
Latin  as  my  Lord  Chesterfield.  Oh  !  my  dear  boy,  I  did  not  intend 
him  for  this  business  ;  but  I  submit,  and  hope  time  and  his  good 
behaviour  will  reconcile  me  to  it  better  than  I  now  am,  or  can  be 
as  yet." 
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lucky  for  us  that  at  this  season  we  have  the  finest  weather 
in  the  whole  year,  for  the  good  people  of  this  place  have 
done  everything  in  their  power  to  prevent  our  getting 
quarters,  and  to  distress  us  by  forbidding  all  labourers 
and  artificers  to  work  for  us  ;  by  hindering  the  merchants 
to  supply  us  with  blankets,  tools,  or  materials  of  any  kind  ; 
by  burning  the  straw  provided  in  the  country  for  the 
troops,  and  threatening  to  stop  all  provisions  coming 
to  the  market;  but  money  (for  which  these  holy  men 
would  sell  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven)  defeats  their  cha- 
ritable intentions,  and  we  happen  to  have  artificers  enough 
among  our  men,  with  the  help  of  ship-carpenters  and 
others  sent  us  from  New  York  and  Halifax,  to  fit  up 
our  distilleries  and  warehouses  without  their  assistance. 

"A  reinforcement  of  troops  is  just  arrived,  Captain  Wallis, 
in  the  *  Rose '  man-of-war,  has  brought  two  companies  of 
the  65th  regiment  from  Newfoundland  ;  Mr.  Bourmaster  is 
just  come  in  with  his  transports  from  New  York,  bringing 
General  Haldimand  ^  with  the  47th  regiment,  and  part 
of  the  1 8th.  With  them  is  also  my  old  friend  Colonel 
Prescott\  two  of  the  Quebec  fleet  with  the  loth  and  52nd 
regiments  are  in  the  harbour,  and  the  others  expected 
hourly.  What  all  this  preparation  will  end  in,  you,  who 
have  an  opportunity  of  knowing  how  far  the  people  at 
home  are  disposed,  may  give  some  guess  ;  but  were  we 
to  judge  from  the  spirit  and  proceedings  of  the  people 
here,  we  should  conclude  that  a  civil  war  must  inevitably 
happen  in  the  course  of  a  few  months,  or  that  Great 
Britain  must  for  ever  give  up  America. 

"  This  whole  country  is  just  now  in  a  state  of  actual  open 

s  Governor-General  of  Canada  in  1777. 

''  For  an  account  of  Colonel  Prescott  (afterwards  Brigadier-Gene- 
ral), see  Appendix. 


Brigadier   General  Richard  Prescot. 
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rebellion  ;  there  is  not  a  man  from  sixteen  to  sixty,  nay, 
to  a  hundred  years  old,  who  is  not  armed  and  obliged  to 
attend  at  stated  times  to  train  ;  there  is  no  act  of  treason 
or  rebellion  which  they  have  not  committed,  except  that 
of  actually  attacking  the  troops,  from  which  they  are  re- 
strained only  by  a  dread  of  the  consequences ;  they  have 
less  to  fear  from  assassination,  and  there  are  at  this  mo- 
ment two  of  their  agents  in  the  jail  of  Boston,  one  for  at- 
tempting the  lives  of  Colonel  Cleveland '  of  the  Artillery 
and  Captain  Montresor"^  of  the  Engineers,  the  other  for 
surprising  a  soldier  and  wounding  him  with  a  sword.  The 
most  respectable  gentlemen,  and  those  of  the  greatest 
property  in  the  country,  in  general  disavow  and  protest 
against  the  violent  proceedings  of  the  faction,  for  which 
they  are  compelled  to  fly  from  their  houses  and  families, 
and  shelter  themselves  under  the  protection  of  the  troops. 
Should  any  of  these  gentlemen  venture  home,  the  alarm 
is  immediately  spread,  his  house  surrounded  by  hundreds 
of  armed  men  ;  and  should  he  fall  into  their  hands,  he 
is  very  fortunate  if  he  gets  off  for  signing,  swearing,  and 
publishing  whatsoever  it  shall  please  them  in  their  fury 
to  dictate. 

"  Mr.  IngersoU  \  who  is  so  kind  as  to  take  charge  of  this 


'  For  an  account  of  Colonel  Cleveland,  see  Appendix. 

''  For  notice  of  Captain  Montresor,  see  Appendix. 

'  Jared  IngersoU,  jun.,  son  of  Jared  IngersoU,  who  was  born  in  Med- 
ford,  Connecticut,  in  1722,  and  died  in  New  Haven  in  1781.  He  was 
appointed  stamp  commissioner  in  1765,  and  resided  for  some  time 
in  Philadelphia.  His  son,  above  mentioned,  was  sent  to  London  to 
finish  his  legal  education,  where  he  remained  until  about  the  De- 
claration of  Independence,  and  then  proceeded  to  France,  returning 
home  in  1778,  in  an  American  letter  of  marque.  He  then  settled  in 
Philadelphia,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1779,  and  was  a  signer  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  judge  advocate,  October  31, 
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letter,  is  one  of  those  who  have  experienced  their  treat- 
ment ;  if  you  should  see  him,  and  have  any  curiosity  to 
enquire  about  the  state  of  this  country,  he  can  give  you 
a  very  full  and  circumstantial  [account].  I  can  only  say, 
from  the  short  acquaintance  I  have  with  the  holy  men 
of  Massachusetts,  I  firmly  believe  that  so  execrable  a  set 
of  sanctified  villains  never  before  disgraced  the  human 
species. 

"  Before  this  can  arrive,  the  time  will  be  past  on  which 
you  should  receive  some  money  from  my  father  and  mc, 
I  believe  you  understand  he  has  taken  upon  him  to  pay 
forty  guineas  yearly,  which,  with  the  enclosed  bill  upon 
our  agents  for  nineteen  pounds,  makes  the  sum  of  6i 
pounds,  one  year's  interest  for  ^900  at  5  per  cent.,  and  of 
^400  at  4  per  cent.  I  have  also  written  to  him  by  this 
opportunity  to  remind  him  that  it  is  become  due,  and 
I  am  very  happy  to  have  so  good  a  one,  as  the  common 
conveyance  by  post  is  no  longer  safe.  As  we  have  reason 
to  believe  that  more  troops  and  men-of-war  will  be  sent 
out  in  the  spring,  there  are  a  few  things  which  George 
would  be  very  glad  to  receive  by  them  ;  such  as  a  few 
pairs  of  ribbed  thread  and  silk  stockings,  a  hat  or  two, 
and  a  couple  of  silver  table-spoons,  but  nothing  would  be 
more  acceptable  than  a  cask  of  porter,  as  our  only  liquor 
for  the  table  here  is  a  stuff"  they  call  spruce  beer.  I  men- 
tioned my  old  tutor.  Colonel  Prescott"^  having  arrived 
here  :  he  is  come  a  volunteer  to  offer  his  services,  and 
I  hope  will  be  allowed  to  remain  among  us  ;  he  is  the 
man  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  my  military  education ; 

1822.  He  was  the  father  of  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  and  Joseph  R.  In- 
gersoU  of  Philadelphia.     See  Appendix. 

""  For  an  account  of  Colonel,  afterwards  Brigadier-General  Prescott, 
see  Appendix. 
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he  has  begun  already  to  assist  me  with  his  good  counsel 
and  advice,  which  [no  one]  is  more  capable  of  giving,  both 
from  his  abilities  and  experience ;  [he  begs]  me  to  present 
his  respectful  compliments  to  your  Mama,  [and  assu]re 
her  that  nothing  will  give  him  greater  pleasure  than  to 
[have]  opportunities  of  being  in  any  way  serviceable  to 
her  son  George,  for  which  I  have  already  thanked  him 
in  her  name. 

"  In  short,  Madam,  I  hope  you  will  be  perfectly  easy  on 
his  account.  He  is  in  a  very  good  line,  and  will  yet  turn 
out  a  clever  fellow.  I  can  only  say  for  myself,  that  the 
most  unremitted  care  and  attention  on  my  part  will  but 
poorly  express  with  how  much  gratitude  and  affection 
"  I  am,  dear  Madam, 

"  Your  ever  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 
"  W.  G.  Evelyn." 


LETTER    IV. 

To  THE  Rev.  Doctor  Evelyn  (his  Father),  Trim,  Ireland. 

^^ Boston  Camp,  October  T,\st,  1774- 
"My  dear  Sir, — It  happens  so  seldom  that  we  have 
the  opportunity  of  a  King's  ship  going  from  hence,  that 
we  are  glad  to  lay  hold  of  every  one  that  offers  to  let 
our  friends  hear  from  us  ;  they  must  be  a  good  deal 
alarmed  for  us  indeed,  if  ever  they  see  the  bold  and 
desperate  resolves  of  every  village  in  New  England,  and 
must  conclude  that  two  or  three  thousand  poor  fellows 
of  us  must  have  long  since  been  devoured  by  men  of 
their  mighty  stomachs ;  but  here  we  still  are  in  our  peace- 
ful camp,  and  in  the  same  situation  as  when  I  last  wrote 
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to  you  ;  nothing  of  any  consequence  has  happened,  but 
great  preparations  for  hostilities  making  on  both  sides. 
We,  on  our  part,  have  fortified  the  only  entrance  to  the 
town  by  land,  and  thrown  up  a  very  extensive  work  in 
front  of  it.  We  have  got  General  Haldimand,  with  the 
47th  Regiment  and  part  of  the  i8th,  from  New  York, 
with  more  artillery  and  military  stores ;  two  other  Regi- 
ments, the  loth  and  52nd,  are  coming  in  from  Quebec, 
part  of  them  already  in  the  harbour ;  and  we  have  a 
man-of-war,  and  two  companies  of  the  65th  from  New- 
foundland. 

**  The  good  people  of  these  Provinces  are  getting  ready 
as  fast  as  they  can ;  they  are  all  provided  with  arms  and 
ammunition,  and  every  man  who  is  able  to  use  them  is 
obliged  to  repair  at  stated  times  to  the  place  of  exercise 
in  order  to  train  ;  in  short,  the  frenzy  with  which  the 
people  are  seized  is  now  got  to  such  a  pitch,  that  it  can 
go  but  little  farther,  and  they  must  either  soon,  very  soon, 
break  out  into  civil  war,  or  take  that  turn  which  the 
people  of  England  did  at  the  time  of  the  Restoration, 
and  wreak  their  vengeance  on  those  who  have  seduced 
and  misled  them.  I  believe  never  was  so  much  mercy 
extended  to  any  nation  on  the  face  of  the  earth  :  they 
are  now  in  an  absolute,  open,  avowed  state  of  rebellion, 
and  have  committed  every  act  of  treason  which  can  be 
devised,  but  that  of  openly  attacking  the  troops,  which 
they  publicly  declare  their  resolution  of  doing  as  soon  as 
they  are  prepared,  and  the  season  will  allow  them,  and 
they  feel  bold. 

"The  people  of  England,  in  the  time  of  Charles  the  First, 
behaved  with  decency  and  moderation  compared  with 
these.  The  '  North  Briton,'  '  Whisperer,'  '  Parliamentary 
Spy,'  'Junius,'  &c.,  are  dutiful  and   respectful   addresses 
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compared  to  the  publications  here ;  never  before  did  I  see 
treason  and  rebellion  naked  and  undisguised  ;  it  is  the 
only  occasion  upon  which  they  lay  aside  hypocrisy.  We 
expected  to  have  been  in  barracks  by  this  time,  but  the 
sons  of  liberty  have  done  every  thing-  in  their  power  to 
prevent  our  accommodation.  As  it  was  found  difficult  to 
furnish  quarters  for  so  many  men,  it  was  resolved  (to 
avoid  extremities)  to  build  barracks  on  the  Common, 
where  we  are  encamped  ;  for  some  regiments  timber  was 
provided,  and  the  frames  pretty  well  advanced,  when  they 
thought  proper  to  issue  their  orders  to  the  carpenters  to 
desist  from  working  for  the  troops,  upon  pain  of  their 
displeasure.  And  one  man  who  paid  no  attention  to  their 
order,  was  waylaid,  seized  by  the  mob,  and  carried  off, 
and  narrowly  escaped  hanging.  However,  the  Government 
have  procured  distilleries  and  vacant  warehouses  sufficient 
to  hold  all  the  regiments,  and  our  own  artificers,  with 
those  of  the  men-of-war,  and  about  1 50  from  New  York 
and  Halifax,  are  now  at  work  upon  them,  and  we  hope 
to  get  into  them  in  ten  days  or  a  fortnight.  They  have 
also  forbid  all  merchants  from  furnishing  their  enemies 
with  blankets,  tools,  or  materials  of  any  kind,  [and  have] 
endeavoured  to  hinder  our  getting  bricks  to  build  chim- 
neys in  our  barracks,  and  threatened  to  prohibit  all  pro- 
visions being  brought  to  market ;  but  the  force  of  English 
gold  no  Yankey  can  withstand,  were  it  offered  to  purchase 
his  salvation.  I  can  give  you  no  description  of  the  '  holy 
men  of  Massachusetts,'  by  which  you  can  form  a  just 
idea  of  what  they  are.  There  are  no  instances  in  history 
to  compare  them  by  ;  the  Jews  at  the  time  of  the  siege  of 
Jerusalem  seem  to  come  [near  them],  but  are  injured  and 
disgraced  by  the  comparison. 

"  By  the  time  you  receive  this,  I  beheve  Mrs.  Boscawen 

U 


146  LETTERS    OF 

will  look  to  hear  from  you  and  me  on  the  subject  of 
money ;  depending  on  your  punctuality  in  remitting  the 
part  you  were  pleased  to  take  upon  yourself,  I  have  sent 
by  this  opportunity  a  bill  upon  our  agent  for  the  re- 
mainder, which  will  discharge  the  year's  interest  due  last 
August  or  September ;  and  I  have  informed  Mrs.  Bos- 
cawen  that  she  will  receive  forty  guineas  from  you.  Not 
knowing  what  hour  the  '  St.  Lawrence '  will  sail,  I  can  only 
tell  you  that  Boscawen  is  grown  a  stout  fellow,  and  is 
much  improved.  We  are  both  very  well,  and  have  taken 
a  house  for  the  winter.  I  beg  my  best  love  to  all  my 
friends ;  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  something  of  them 
when  you  have  a  spare  half-hour. 
"  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  ever  affectionate, 

"  W.  G.  Evelyn." 


LETTER    V. 

To  THE  HoNBLE.  Mrs.  Leveson  Gower,  South-street, 
Grosvenor-square. 

^'■Boston,  December  6ih,  1774. 

"  Madam, — We  embrace  with  great  pleasure  every  safe 
opportunity  that  offers  to  inform  you  that  we  continue 
to  go  on  as  well  and  as  successfully  as  we  could  expect 
or  desire.  Since  our  last  packets,  which  went  by  the 
'  St.  Lawrence '  schooner,  we  have  exchanged  our  houses 
of  canvas  for  others  of  wood,  which  are  rather  a  better 
defence  against  the  severity  of  the  weather  that  we  are 
told  we  may  expect,  for  as  yet  we  know  very  little  of  it, 
having  at  present  as  fine  and  as  delightful  a  season  as 
you  have  in  England  in  the  month  of  April.     Mr.  Cham- 
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pagne",  George  and  I,  live  together,  and  take  it  in  turn 
week  about  to  be  purveyors,  and  are,  I  assure  you,  no 
despicable  housekeepers.  We  have  laid  in  a  tolerable 
good  stock  of  Port  and  Madeira,  and  hope  to  spend  the 
winter  as  well  as  our  neighbours.  Housekeeping  at  first 
setting  out,  is,  as  you  know,  always  attended  with  some 
little  extraordinary  expense,  in  consequence  of  which  we 
have  drawn  another  small  bill  in  favour  of  the  same 
Mr.  Dumaresq'  for  about  twelve  pounds,  which  by-the- 
bye  is  scarcely  sufficient ;  but  the  demand  for  money  here 
is  so  great,  and  all  trade  with  England  being  at  a  stand, 
that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get  cash  for  a  small  bill, 
even   by  paying  from  two  and  a-half  to   five   per  cent. 

exchange If  you  should  be  in  town,  this  letter  will 

be  delivered  to  you  by  Colonel  Prescott  °,  who  has  obtained 
leave  to  go  home,  and  has  most  obligingly  desired  to  be 
charged  with  our  letters,  that  he  may  have  an  opportunity 

°  His  friend  Mr.  Champagnd,  was  left  one  of  Capt.  Evelyn's  ex- 
ecutors, and  is  no  doubt  the  Lieutenant  Champagne  who  was  wounded 
on  the  British  side  at  the  battle  of  Germantown,  in  Oct.  1777.  Capt. 
Evelyn's  will  was  probably  confided  to  his  friend  Lieut.  Champagne, 
as  Capt.  Balfour,  another  executor,  was  in  England.  The  family  of 
Champagne  had  been  settled  in  Ireland  since  the  revocation  of  the 
Edict  of  Nantes.  The  progenitor  of  the  family  was  Josias  de  Ro- 
billard.  Seigneur  de  Champagne.  On  arriving  in  Ireland  he  assumed 
the  name  of  Champagne.  They  were  related,  as  well  as  the  Balfours 
of  Townley  Hall,  Ireland,  to  the  family  of  the  Earls  of  Enniskillen. 

Lieut.  Champagnd  re-appears  at  the  south  under  Lord  Cornwallis, 
and  with  Gen.  Tarleton,  as  Capt.  Champagnd,  in  an  unsuccessful 
attempt  to  capture  Thomas  Jefferson,  and  the  members  of  the  North 
Caroline  legislature,  at  Charlottesville,  in  June,  1781.  He  returned  to 
England  after  the  war,  rose  to  the  rank  of  Major-General,  and  died  un- 
married at  Mitcham,  near  London,  in  the  year  18 17.  The  family  is 
now  represented  in  England  by  Arthur  H.  Champagnd,  Esq.,  of  Lon- 
don, son  of  the  late  General  Sir  Josias  Champagne. 

°  For  Col.  Prescott,  see  Appendix. 
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of  seeing  your  Mama,  and  giving  her  pleasing  and  satis- 
factory accounts  of  her  son. 

"  In  my  last,  I  mentioned  his  civility  upon  his  arrival 
here,  for  which  I  am  sure  he  will  have  your  thanks.  I  was 
in  hopes  he  would  have  been  appointed  to  some  command 
here ;  and  I  regret  very  much  that  he  leaves  us  at  this 
time,  not  only  on  account  of  my  losing  a  friend,  whose 
good  offices  I  might  have  expected,  but  because  I  know 
his  abilities  as  an  officer  to  be  of  the  first  class,  and  such 
as  we  shall  probably  have  occasion  for  very  soon. 

"  I  need  not  say  anything  on  the  present  state  of  this 
country :  for  that  subject  I  refer  you  to  the  bearer ;  but 
we  are  all  in  high  spirits  at  the  speedy  return  of  the 
'  Scarbro','  and  of  this  re-inforcement  of  men-of-war.  We 
hope  they  are  an  earnest  of  the  spirited  resolutions  of  the 
people  at  home,  no  longer  to  suffer  the  treason  and  re- 
bellion of  these  villains  to  go  unpunished.  Never  did  any 
nation  so  much  deserve  to  be  made  an  example  of  to 
future  ages,  and  never  were  any  set  of  men  more  anxious 
[than  we]  to  be  employed  on  so  laudable  a  work.  We 
only  fear  they  will  avail  themselves  of  the  clemency  and 
generosity  of  the  English,  and  by  some  abject  submission 
evade  the  chastisement  due  to  unexampled  villainy,  and 
which  we  are  so  impatiently  waiting  to  inflict. 

"  I  am  very  glad  to  observe  that  your  Mama  has  never 
expressed  any  desire  of  having  George  home  again  :  in- 
deed, at  present  it  would  not  only  be  imprudent,  but  im- 
practicable, as  nobody  whose  regiment  is  here  is  suffered 
to  go  home.  I  had  a  proposal  some  time  ago,  from 
a  gentleman  in  the  Governor's  family,  to  exchange  into 
Sir  Adolphus  Oughton's  regiment,  lately  gone  home ;  but 
whatever  desire  I  might  have  to  be  in  England,  or  to 
serve  under  a  Colonel  who  I  should  hope  would  conceive 
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no  unjust  or  ill-grounded  prejudices  against  me,  circum- 
stanced as  matters  are  at  present,  I  thought  it  my  duty 
to  decline  it. 

"The  ship  which  carries  our  letters  is  one  of  our  trans- 
ports, sent  home,  as  'tis  said,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
out  necessaries  for  the  use  of  the  troops,  as  there  is  no 
doubt  but  this  non  -  importation  scheme  will  create  a 
scarcity,  and  raise  the  price  of  many  articles.  It  would 
not  therefore  be  amiss,  if  Mr.  Steer  would  take  the  trouble 
of  walking  to  one  Mr.  Busshers,  in  Bedford-street,  Covent 
Garden  (who  supplies  our  regiment  with  cloth  of  all 
sorts),  and  would  order  him  to  pack  up  scarlet  and  white, 
and  some  blue  cloth  sufficient  for  two  suits,  with  serge, 
&c.,  the  proper  quantity  of  regimental  buttons,  and  two 
epaulettes,  directed  for  Ensign  Boscawen  of  the  King's 
Own  Regiment,  to  be  sent  on  board  the  '  Charming  Nancy,' 
Captain  Deverson.  Mr.  Steer  might  in  his  return  call 
upon  Mr.  Oliphant,  and  order  a  couple  of  plain  hats,  with 
silver  buttons  and  loops  for  ditto  ;  and  might  moreover  be 
very  useful  in  providing  any  other  things  which  you  might 
think  acceptable  to  a  poor  fellow  at  a  great  distance. 

"  He  acquainted  me  with  your  Mama's  very  kind  offer 
of  settling  my  business  this  year  with  Mr.  Dymoke.  I  am 
already  too  much  indebted  to  her  generosity,  and  ashamed 
to  have  been  ever  a  perpetual  tax  upon  her.  I  hope  she 
is  not  offended  at  my  declining  to  accept  it ;  it  did  not 
put  me  to  the  smallest  inconvenience.  I  sent  a  bill  upon 
our  agents  for  nineteen  pounds  by  the  '  St.  Lawrence,'  and 
wrote  at  the  same  time  to  my  father  to  remit  the  rest, 
as  he  promised  he  would  when  we  parted.  'Tis  all  I 
trouble  him  for,  and  I  should  be  glad  to  find  he  is  more 
punctual  in  that  than  in  writing  to  me,  for  I  have  not 
had  one  line  from  him  since  I  came  to  America. 
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"  I  find  it  would  have  been  a  lucky  circumstance,  for 
me  at  least  a  pleasant  one,  had  I  brought  out  any  letters 
of  recommendation  to  the  General,  Mrs.  Gage,  Lord 
Percy  P,  or  any  of  the  great  folks  here.  I  do  not  mean 
by  this  that  you  should  put  yourself  to  the  trouble  of 
procuring  any,  as  I  know  your  readiness  to  interest  your- 
self for  me  upon  all  occasions.  I  only  mean,  that  if  you 
should  meet  with  any  among  your  acquaintance  who 
have  any  correspondence  with  the  great  people,  and  who 
would  not  think  it  a  mighty  obligation  to  mention  one's 
name,  it  is  sometimes  of  use  to  be  made  known  to  them. 

"  I  hope  Mr.  Leveson  and  his  son  1  continue  in  good 
health.  We  are  a  good  deal  surprised  to  hear  of  his 
recovery,  as  we  had  never  heard  he  had  been  ill. 

"I  beg   my  best   respects   to   him,   my  duty  to   your 
Mama,  and  that  you  will  believe  me  to  be, 
"  Madam, 
"Your  most  sincerely  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

"  W.  G.  Evelyn." 


LETTER  VL 

To  THE  Reverend  Doctor  Evelyn  (his  Father),  Trim, 

Ireland. 

^^ Boston,  Feb.  iSf/i,  1775. 

"My  dear  Sir, — About  the  loth  of  this  month,  I  re- 
ceived your  letter  (the  only  one  I  have  got  from  you) 
dated  the  2nd  of  November,  though  it  was  not  opened,  as 

p  For  Lord  Percy,  see  Appendix. 

••  John  Leveson,  the  eldest  son  of  Admiral  the  Honble.  John 
Leveson  (Gov^^er). 


CAPT.  W.  G.  EVELYN.  151 

mine  to  you  had  been,  yet  it  did  not  fall  short  of  it  in 
expense,  as  every  letter  we  receive  by  the  New  York 
Packet  costs  us  threepence  for  every  pennyweight  ;  for 
which  reason  I  wish  our  friends  would  endeavour  to  write 
to  us  by  vessels  bound  to  Salem  or  Marble  Head,  or  try 
to  have  their  letters  sent  in  General  Gage's  bag,  as  Mr. 
Butler  sends  his  to  his  son,  and  saves  him  by  that  means 
fifteen  or  twenty  shillings  a -month.  If  you  would  be 
kind  enough  to  enclose  any  letter  for  me  to  him,  I  am 
sure  he  would  be  so  obliging  as  to  send  it  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State's  office  in  England,  and  I  should  receive  it 
with  the  General's  despatches. 

"  I  was  a  good  deal  alarmed  at  the  account  you  gave 
me  of  the  violent  fit  which  attacked  you  ;  but  your  being 
again  so  well  recovered,  makes  me  hope  that  nothing 
remains  of  it  but  the  apprehension. 

"That  lies  innumerable  should  be  circulated  in  your 
papers  with  regard  to  what  is  passing  here  is  no  way 
strange,  when  in  this  very  town,  where  we  are  upon  the 
spot,  the  most  false,  impudent,  and  incredible  relations 
are  every  day  published  concerning  us  ;  but  the  fact  is, 
the  authors  know  them  to  be  false,  and  that  not  a  person 
in  this  town  (of  about  twenty  thousand  inhabitants)  be- 
lieves a  word  of  them  ;  but  they  are  calculated  for  the 
poor  deluded  wretches  in  the  country,  who  are  all  poli- 
ticians, and  swallow  everything  they  see  in  those  seditious 
papers  (and  none  other  are  they  allowed  to  read)  with 
a  credulity  not  equalled  even  in  old  England  ;  and  by  this 
means  is  the  spirit  of  faction  kept  alive,  and  the  schemes 
of  a  few  enterprising,  ambitious  demagogues  made  to 
pass  upon  the  people  for  their  own  act  and  deed.  I  said 
of  a  few ;  a  great  many  doubtless  appear  to  be  concerned 
in  carrying  on  the  business ;   but  would  you  believe  it, 
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that  this  immense  continent  from  New  England  to  Georgia 
is  moved  and  directed  by  one  man  ^ !  a  man  of  ordinary- 
birth  and  desperate  fortune,  who  by  his  abilities  and 
talent  for  factious  intrigue,  has  made  himself  of  some 
consequence,  whose  political  existence  depends  upon  the 
continuance  of  the  present  dispute,  and  who  must  sink 
into  insignificancy  and  beggary  the  moment  it  ceases. 

"  People  in  general  are  inclined  to  attribute  the  ferment 
that  at  present  subsists  in  this  country  to  a  settled  plan 
and  system,  formed  and  prosecuted  for  some  years  past 
by  a  few  ambitious,  enterprising  spirits  ;  but  in  my  opinion 
the  true  causes  of  it  are  to  be  found  in  the  nature  of 
mankind  ;  and  [I  think]  that  it  proceeds  from  a  new  na- 
tion, feeling  itself  wealthy,  populous,  and  strong ;  and 
[that  they]  being  impatient  of  restraint,  are  struggling 
to  throw  off  that  dependency  which  is  so  irksome  to  them. 
The  other  seems  to  me  to  be  only  the  consequence ;  such 
a  time  being  most  apt  for  men  of  abilities,  but  desperate 
fortunes,  to  set  themselves  forward  to  practise  upon  the 
passions  of  the  people,  foment  that  spirit  of  opposition  to 
all  law  and  government,  and  to  urge  them  on  to  sedition, 
treason,  and  rebellion,  in  hopes  of  profiting  by  the  general 
distraction. 

"This  is  the  case  of  our  great  patriot  and  leader,  Sam 
Adams s.     Hancock*,  and  those  others  whose  names  you 

'  "Samuel  Adams,"  wrote  Galloway,  "though  by  no  means  re- 
markable for  brilliant  abilities,  is  equal  to  most  men  in  popular 
intrigue,  and  the  management  of  a  faction.  He  eats  little,  drinks 
little,  sleeps  little,  and  thinks  much,  and  is  most  decisive  and  in- 
defatigable in  the  pursuit  of  his  objects.  He  was  the  man  who,  by 
his  superior  application,  managed  at  once  the  faction  in  Congress 
at  Philadelphia,  and  the  factions  in  New  England." 

'  John  Adams,  in  a  short  autobiography  written  at  Quincy,  Dec.  30, 
181 5,  says  : — "The  late  Governor,  Samuel  Adams,  was  not  my  brother. 
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hear,  are  but  his  mere  tools ;  though  many  of  them  are 
men  of  no  mean  abihties.  Hancock  is  a  poor  contemptible 
fool,  led  about  by  Adams,  and  has  spent  a  fortune  of 
thirty  thousand  pounds  upon  that  infamous  crew ;  has 
sacrificed  all  he  was  worth  in  the  world  to  the  vanity 
of  being  admitted  among  them,  and  is  now  nearly  re- 
duced to  a  state  of  beggary.  The  steps  by  which  the 
S071S  of  liberty  have  proceeded,  and  the  strides  with  which 
they  are  now  hasting  to  rebellion  and  civil  war,  are  set 

He  was  no  nearer  relation  to  me  than  a  second  cousin  :  we  had 
the  same  great-grandfather.  John,  was  my  father;  Joseph,  junior, 
was  my  grandfather;  the  oldest  son  of  Joseph  Adams,  senior,  my 
great-grandfather.  Governor  Adams  was  the  son  of  Samuel  Adams 
of  Boston;  the  grandson  of  John  Adams  of  Boston;  and  the  great- 
grandson  of  Joseph  Adams,  senior,  of  this  parish,  now  called  Ouincy, 
who  was  the  common  ancestor  of  us  both." 

*  From  the  "  New  York  Journal."  Extract  from  a  letter  dated 
Boston,  March  22,  1775: — "On  the  17th,  in  the  evening,  Col.  Han- 
cock's elegant  seat,  situate  near  the  common,  was  attacked  by  a  num- 
ber of  officers,  who  with  their  swords  cut  and  hacked  the  fence  before 
his  house  in  a  most  scandalous  manner,  and  behaved  very  abusively, 
by  breaking  people's  windows,  and  almost  insulting  eveiy  person  they 
met."  "On  the  evening  of  the  i8th,  a  number  of  officers  (heated 
with  liquor  as  is  said)  with  drawn  swords  ran  through  the  streets,  like 
what  they  really  were,  madmen,  cutting  every  one  they  met.  The 
stage  coach,  just  arrived  from  Providence,  passing  by,  they  attacked 
it,  broke  the  glass,  and  abused  the  passengers  ;  the  driver  being 
a  smart  fellow,  jumped  off  his  seat,  caught  one  of  them  (Captain  G.), 
and  some  blows  passed,  when  the  officer  retired,  not  much  to  his 
credit."  "On  the  19th,  Colonel  Hancock  was  again  much  insulted 
by  a  number  of  inferior  officers  and  privates,  who  entered  his  en- 
closures and  refused  to  retire,  after  his  requesting  therri  so  to  do, 
telling  him  that  his  house,  stables,  &c.,  would  soon  be  theirs,  and 
they  would  do  as  they  pleased.  However,  on  his  application  to  the  ^ 
General,  he  immediately  sent  one  of  his  aides-de-camp  to  the  officer 
of  the  guard  at  the  bottom  of  the  common,  to  seize  any  officer  or 
private  who  should  molest  Colonel  Hancock,  or  any  inhabitant  in 
their  lawful  calling." 

X 


154  LETTERS    OF 

forth  in  a  very  masterly  manner  by  a  writer  (on  our  side), 
under  the  signature  of  Massachusettensis  "  ;  which  papers, 
as  far  as  they  have  been  hitherto  published,  I  have  en- 
closed to  Mr,  Butler  at  the  Castle,  directed  for  you  ;  they 
will  give  you  a  better  idea  of  the  nature  of  this  important 
contest  than  any  on  the  other  side,  which  are  composed 
of  sedition,  treason,  misrepresentation,  and  falsehood, 
framed  by  villains  of  the  first  water,  and  greedily  swal- 
lowed with  the  credulity  of  ignorance,  and  the  malignant 
zeal  of  inveterate  fanatics. 


"  This  is  the  full  title  of  this,  now,  rare  little  work: — 
'■'•  Massachusettensis  J  or,  A  Series  of  Letters  containing  a  faithful 
state  of  many  important  and  striking  facts,  which  laid  the  foundation 
of  the  present  troubles  in  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  bay, 
interspersed  with  animadversions  and  reflections  originally  addressed 
to  the  People  of  the  Province,  and  worthy  the  consideration  of  the 
True  Patriots  of  this  Country.    By  a  person  of  honour  upon  the  spot. — 

' ' '  Falsus  honor  juvat  et  mendax  infamia  terret 

Quem  nisi  mendosum  et  mendacem  ?     Vir  bonus  est  quis  ? 
Qui  consulta  patrum,  qui  leges  juraque  servat.' 

Horace,  Ep.  xvi." 

Which  may  be  thus  rendered  into  English : — 

"  Whom  does  false  honour  please,  or  lying  slander  terrify,  except 
the  vicious  and  the  false  ?  Who  is  a  good  man  ?  He  who  observes 
the  decrees  of  the  Senate,  the  laws  and  rules  of  justice." 

"  The  third  edition,  Boston  printed ;  London,  reprinted  for  J.  Mat- 
thews, No.  1 8  in  the  Strand,  mdcclxxvi."  There  is  a  preface  of 
eight  pages,  and  pp.  1 1 8.  In  all  sixteen  letters.  The  first  dated 
Dec.  12,  1774;  the  last,  April  3,  1775. 

Until  recent  years,  the  authorship  of  these  letters  was  ascribed 
to  Jonathan  Sewell,  who  was  Attorney-General  of  Massachusetts  in 
1767.  Now,  however,  it  is  believed  they  were  written  by  Daniel 
Leonard,  a  native  of  Norton,  Massachusetts,  afterwards  Chief-Justice 
of  Bermuda.  He  was  opposed  to  American  independence,  and  is 
said  to  have  written  "  Massachusettensis "  in  opposition  to  some 
patriotic  pamphlets  issued  by  John  Adams,  under  the  signature  of 
Novanglus, 
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"  It  is  but  very  lately  that  a  Tory  writer  dare  appear, 
or  that  a  Printer  could  be  prevailed  on  to  publish  any 
thing  on  the  side  of  Government ;  and  nothing  now  pro- 
tects them,  but  the  presence  of  the  troops  in  Boston. 
Those  who  have  remained  in  the  country,  whose  circum- 
stances and  situation  would  not  admit  of  their  leaving 
their  families,  are  hourly  in  danger.  Some  are  prisoners 
in  their  own  houses  ;  a  mob  constantly  mounting  guard 
about  them,  lest  they  should  escape  ;  and  others  have 
been  treated  with  the  utmost  barbarity.  Words  cannot 
give  you  an  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  lower  class  of  people 
in  this  province :  they  are  utterly  devoid  of  every  senti- 
ment of  truth  or  common  honesty :  they  are  proscribed 
throughout  the  whole  Continent,  and  possess  no  other 
human  qualities  but  such  as  are  the  shame  and  reproach 
of  humanity. 

"  As  the  event  of  this  very  important  question  depends 
upon  the  determination  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain, 
and  as  they  have  such  unhappy  divisions,  and  so  many 
dangerous  enemies  to  their  country  among  themselves,  it 
is  impossible  to  form  any  conjecture  about  it.  We  who 
know  our  own  powers,  and  the  helpless  situation  of  the 
people,  consider  it  as  the  most  fortunate  opportunity  for 
Great  Britain  to  establish  her  superiority  over  this  country; 
even  to  reduce  it  to  that  state  of  subjection,  which  the 
right  of  conquest  may  now  give  her  the  fairest  title  to  ; 
at  least,  to  keep  it  in  that  state  of  dependency  which  they 
are  now  avowedly  attempting  to  free  themselves  from, 
and  which,  had  they  waited  for  another  century,  they 
would  probably  achieve.  Though  the  point  at  present 
in  view  is,  to  be  independent  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  set 
up  for  themselves,  yet  I  do  not  believe  the  most  sanguine 
of  them  have  any  expectation  of  accomplishing  it  at  this 
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time  ;  but  they  hope  to  make  some  approaches,  and  to 
gain  something  towards  it.  In  this  struggle  their  great 
dependence  is  upon  the  tenderness  and  clemency  of  the 
English,  who  they  imagine  will  consider  them  under 
infatuation,  and  will  give  up  some  points  to  them  out 
of  humanity,  rather  than  push  matters  to  extremity ; 
and  indeed,  they  may  with  reason  think  so,  for  under 
no  other  Government  on  the  face  of  the  earth  would  they 
have  been  suffered  to  perpetrate  so  many  horrid  villainies, 
as  they  have  done,  without  being  declared  in  a  state  of 
rebellion,  and  having  fire  and  sword  let  loose  among  them. 
From  the  accounts  given  by  the  faction,  people  would 
imagine  that  the  colonies  were  unanimous  to  a  man  in 
their  opposition  to  Government,  but  the  contrary  is  the 
fact ;  there  is  a  very  large  party  in  our  favour,  and  thou- 
sands inclined  to  our  side,  who  dare  not  openly  declare 
themselves,  from  an  apprehension  that  Government  may 
leave  them  in  the  lurch  ;  this  you  may  depend  upon  as 
a  certain  truth,  that  those  gentlemen  who  have  declared 
on  our  side  are  men  of  the  best  property  in  this  country, 
and  those  who  before  these  troubles  were  in  the  highest 
esteem,  and  most  respected  among  the  common  people. 

"  The  hour  is  now  very  nigh  in  which  this  affair  will  be 
brought  to  a  crisis.  The  resolutions  we  expect  are  by 
this  time  upon  the  water,  which  are  to  determine  the  fate 
of  Great  Britain  and  America.  We  have  great  confidence 
in  the  spirit  and  pride  of  our  countrymen,  that  they  will 
not  tamely  suffer  such  insolence  and  disobedience  from 
a  set  of  upstart  vagabonds,  the  dregs  and  scorn  of  the 
human  species  ;  and  that  we  shall  shortly  receive  such 
orders  as  will  authorize  us  to  scourge  the  rebellion  with 
rods  of  iron.  Under  this  hope  have  we  been  hitherto  re- 
strained, and  with  an  unparalleled  degree  of  patience  and 
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discipline  have  we  submitted  to  insults  and  indignities', 
from  villains  who  are  hired  to  provoke  us  to  something 
that  may  be  termed  an  outrage,  and  turned  to  our  dis- 
advantage ;  but  these  are  all  treasured  up  in  our  memories 
against  that  hour  in  which  we  shall  "  cry  havock,  and  let 
slip  the  dogs  of  war."  Excuse  my  indignation,  I  cannot 
speak  with  patience  of  this  generation  of  vipers.  If  any 
troops  should  be  ordered  from  Ireland  with  officers  of  dis- 
tinction, I  should  beg  your  interest  to  procure  me  some 
recommendations. 

"  The  value  of  recommendations  is  not  to  be  told.  I  have 
the  honour  of  being  pretty  well  known  to  General  Gage, 
and  Lord  Percy,  who  are  both  very  civil  to  me ;  and 
I  have  lately  had  a  favourable  introduction  to  their  no- 
tice from  a  little  jeii  d'esprit  that  amused  them  in  one 
of  the  papers,  and  which  they  suspect  me  of  having  had 
a  hand  in. 

"You  must  not  believe  implicitly  the  reports  that  are 
spread  of  the  deaths  and  desertions  among  the  troops  ; 
there  have  been  some,  and  some  regiments  have  been 
more  unlucky  than  others  ;  but  it  is  very  trifling,  when 
you  consider  that  no  pains  or  expenses  have  been  spared 


'  From  "New  York  Journal."  Extract  from  a  letter  dated  Boston, 
March  22,  1775  : — "  Since  the  army  has  found  that  the  season  is  past 
for  nature's  forming  a  bridge  from  hence,  they  became  abusive  and 
insulting.  They  are  now  finishing  their  fortifications  on  the  rocks, 
by  picketing  on  each  side.  The  i6th  inst.  (being  recommended  by  the 
Provincial  Congress  to  be  obsei-ved  as  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer), 
on  the  morning  of  this  day,  the  Society  at  the  west  end  of  Boston  was 
greatly  disturbed  by  a  party  of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  4th,  or 
King's  Own  Regiment.  When  the  people  were  assembling,  they 
brought  two  markee  {sic)  tents,  and  pitched  them  within  ten  yards 
of  the  meeting-house  ;  then  sent  for  three  drums,  and  three  fifes, 
and  kept  them  beating  and  playing  till  service  was  over." 
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to  seduce  our  men.  Our  regiment,  nevertheless,  has  not 
lost  more  than  we  usually  have  done  in  the  same  length 
of  time  in  Great  Britain.  Boscawen,  Champagne "",  and  I, 
keep  house  together.  The  weather  is  delightful  y  beyond 
description,  and  we  are  in  perfect  good  health  and  spirits. 
"  Wishing  the  same  to  all  friends  at  home, 
"  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  ever  affectionate, 

"  W.  G.  E." 
♦ 

LETTER  VII. 

To  THE  Reverend  Doctor  Evelyn  (his  Father),  Trim, 
Ireland. 

'^ Boston,  April  2yd,  1775. 

"  My  dear  Sir, — It  is  impossible  but  you  must  hear 
an  account,  and  probably  a  most  exaggerated  one,  of  the 
little  fracas  that  happened  here  a  few  days  ago,  between 
us  and  the  Yankey  scoundrels.  Our  bickerings  and  heart- 
burnings, as  might  naturally  be  expected,  came  at  length 
to  blows,  and  both  sides  have  lost  some  men.  Were  you 
not  to  hear  from  me  on  the  occasion,  you  might  imagine 
I  was  hurt ;  at  least,  you  expect  from  me  some  account 
of  the  affair.  The  rebels,  you  know,  have  of  a  long  time 
been  making  preparations  as  if  to  frighten  us,  though  we 
always  imagined  they  were  too  great  cowards  ever  to 
presume  to  do  it ;  but  though  they  are  the  most  absolute 
cowards  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  yet  they  are  just  now 

^  Mr.  Champagnd,  one  of  his  friends. 

''  "The  winter  (of  1775),  at  Boston,  was  the  mildest  ever  known." 
—  {Bancroft.) 
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worked  up  to  such  a  degree  of  enthusiasm  and  madness, 
that  they  are  easily  persuaded  the  Lord  is  to  assist  them 
in  whatever  they  undertake,  and  that  they  must  be  in- 
vincible. 

"On  the  night  of  the  i8th  instant,  the  Grenadiers  and 
Light  Lifantry  of  our  little  army,  making  near  700  men, 
embarked  privately,  and  crossed  above  the  common  ferry 
here,  in  order  to  go  to  a  town  about  twenty  miles  off, 
to  destroy  some  cannon,  provisions,  &c.,  that  had  been 
collected  there ;  the  country  having  been  alarmed  by  the 
appearance  of  troops  in  the  night,  they  assembled  from 
every  quarter ;  and  within  about  five  miles  of  the  place 
(Concord),  our  men  found  themselves  opposed  by  a  body 
of  men  in  arms,  whose  design  appeared  to  be  to  stop  their 
progress.  This  they  were  soon  convinced  of,  by  receiving 
a  scattering  shot  or  two  from  them,  upon  which  a  few 
of  our  people  fired,  and  killed  seven  or  eight  minute  men ; 
and  so  passed  on  to  Concord,  where  they  destroyed  some 
iron  guns,  gun-carriage  wheels,  and  about  100  casks  of 
flour. 

"On  their  return  to  Boston,  they  were  attacked  from 
the  woods  and  houses  on  each  side  of  the  road,  and  an 
incessant  fire  kept  up  on  both  sides  for  several  hours; 
they  still  retiring  through  the  wood  whenever  our  people 
advanced  upon  them.  About  eight  in  the  evemng  (the 
19th)  our  brigade,  consisting  of  the  4th,  23rd,  47th  regi- 
ments, and  the  Marines,  with  the  six  pounders,  marched 
to  meet  them,  little  suspecting  what  was  going  on  ;  about 
3  o'clock  we  came  up  with  them,  and  began  immediately; 
we  observed  on  our  march  as  we  went,  that  the  houses 
along  the  road  were  all  shut  up  as  if  deserted,  though  we 
afterwards  found  these  houses  were  full  of  men,  and  only 
forsaken  by  the  women  and   children  ;    having  executed 
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our  orders,  and  being  on  our  return  to  Boston,  we  were 
attacked  on  all  sides,  from  woods,  and  orchards,  and  stone 
walls,  and  from  every  house  on  the  road  side  (and  this 
country  is  a  continued  village),  so  that  for  fourteen  miles 
we  were  attacking  fresh  posts,  and  under  one  incessant 
fire.  We  sent  out  large  flanking  parties,  who  soon  scoured 
the  woods  and  stone  walls  ;  and  whenever  we  were  fired 
on  from  houses  or  barns,  our  men  dashed  in,  and  let  very 
few  of  those  they  could  find  escape. 

"The  loss  of  the  rebels  cannot  be  ascertained,  but  we 
have  reason  to  think  several  hundreds  were  killed.     Our 
regiment  had  four  or  five  men  killed,  and  about  twenty-four 
wounded.     Of  the  whole,  about  seventy  killed,  and  150 
wounded  ;  among  which  last  were  several  officers.     Con- 
sidering the  circumstances,  we  should  have  thought  our 
loss  inconsiderable,  were  it  not  for  the  death  of  one,  the 
most  amiable  and  worthy  man  in  the  world.     You  will  be 
grieved  to  hear  that  my   poor  dear  friend,   Joe  Knight, 
received  a  ball  through  the  body,  of  which  he  died  next 
day,  [to]  our  unspeakable  grief,  and  the  general  loss  of 
the  whole  army.     Poor   little    Gould  ^  received   a  wound 
a  little  above  his  heel,  and  going  home  before  the  division, 
was  intercepted,  and  is  detained    among   them  ;    but  we 
hear  that  they  do  not  use  him  ill,  and  that  he  is  attended 
by  a  surgeon.     Boscawen  and  I  escaped  unhurt.     I  wish 
they  would   purchase   a    Lieutenancy   for   him  at   home, 
for  I  am  very  uneasy  lest  anything  befall  him  while  he 
is  with  me.     The  country  is  all  in  arms,  and  we  are  ab- 
solutely invested  with  many  thousand  men,  some  of  them 
so  daring,  as  to  come  very  near  our  outposts  on  the  only 
entrance  into  town  by  the  land.     They  have  cut  off  all  sup- 

'  For  "  little  Gould,"  see  Appendix. 
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plies  of  provisions  from  the  country  ;  but  we  feel  no  want, 
having  many  months'  allowance  in  the  harbour.  We  ex- 
pect every  day  the  three  Generals  %  and  a  strong  re-inforce- 
ment  of  troops  from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  I  wish 
they  were  arrived. 

"  I  shall  not  fail  to  write  by  the  first  opportunity ;  in 
the  meantime,  my  love  to  all  at  home,  and  believe  me, 
"  Dear  Sir, 

"  Your  most  affectionate, 

"W.  G.  Evelyn." 


EngHsk  accotmt  of  the  Battles  of  Lexington  and 
Concord,  taken  frotJt  "  The  Historical  Record  of 
the  <^27id  Regiment r 

"In  the  spring  of  1775,  General  Gage  having  been 
informed  that  the  Americans  were  collecting  military 
stores  at  Concord,  about  eighteen  miles  from  Boston,  the 
flank  companies  of  the  52nd,  and  of  several  corps,  were 
ordered  to  proceed  on  an  expedition  to  destroy  the  stores, 
under  the  command  of  Lieut.-Colonel  Francis  Smith,  of 
the  loth  Foot ;  and  Major  John  Pitcairn,  of  the  Marines. 
The  troops  embarked  in  boats  at  10  o'clock  in  the  night 
of  the  1 8th  of  April,  proceeded  to  the  entrance  of  the 
Cambridge  river;  and  having  landed  at  Phipp's  farm, 
advanced  upon  Concord.  In  the  meantime  the  Americans, 
by  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  firing  of  guns,  had  alarmed 
the  whole  neighbourhood.  About  four  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  19th  of  April,  the  light  company  of  the 

*  On  May  25,  1775,  Generals  Howe,  Clinton,  and  Burgoyne  ar- 
rived with  reinforcements.  Bancroft  mentions  that  they  brought 
their  angling-rods  with  them. 

Y 
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1 0th  being  in  advance,  approached  the  village  of  Lex- 
ington, where  a  body  of  American  militia  was  forming. 
They  were  ordered  to  lay  down  their  arms  ;  but  taking 
shelter  behind  a  stone  wall,  several  of  them  fired  at  the 
King's  troops.  A  volley  from  the  latter  laid  ten  of  the 
militia  dead  upon  the  spot,  wounded  several,  and  dis- 
persed the  rest.  This  was  the  first  blood  drawn  in  the 
American  war.  After  this  skirmish  the  troops  continued 
their  march  to  Concord  ;  and  as  soon  as  the  object  of  the 
expedition  was  accomplished,  namely,  the  destruction  of 
the  military  stores,  they  commenced  their  march  upon 
Boston,  under  a  heavy  fire,  which  was  continued  by  the 
Americans  until  the  arrival  of  the  force  at  Lexington, 
about  five  miles  distant. 

"  Skirmish  succeeded  skirmish,  until  the  soldiers  were 
exhausted,  and  had  expended  nearly  all  their  ammunition. 
Fortunately  a  reinforcement,  consisting  of  a  brigade  of 
infantry  and  two  guns,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Earl  Percy,  came  to  their  assistance  at  this  place.  His 
Lordship  formed  his  men  into  a  square,  with  the  ex- 
hausted flank  companies  in  the  centre ;  and  after  a  short 
halt,  continued  the  retreat  to  Charlestown,  whence  he 
crossed  the  river  by  ferry  to  Boston,  having  lost  several 
men  from  the  incessant  fire  which  the  Americans  kept 
up  from  behind  walls,  trees,  and  over  coverts  on  both 
sides  of  the  road. 

"The  loss  of  the  52nd  was  confined  to  three  rank  and 
file  killed,  two  wounded,  and  one  sergeant  missing." 
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hi  tJie  MS.  Diary  of  Bjdgadier-General  Jedidiah 
Preble y  of  FalmotUk,  under  date  Wednesday,  Au- 
gust 9,  1775,  occurs  the  following  entry  I — 

"  Overcast.  This  morning  I  met  a  man  that  deserted 
from  the  regulars  this  day  fortnight ;  as  sensible,  intelligent 
a  fellow  as  I  ever  met  with — he  was  at  Lexington  fight. 
He  says  he  came  out  with  Lord  Percy,  and  that  he  asked 
a  young  fellow  of  his  acquaintance  who  fired  the  first. 
The  soldiers,  when  they  came  where  the  Provincials  were, 
one  of  them  flashed  his  piece,  on  which  a  regular  officer 
fired,  and  swung  his  gun  over  his  head,  and  then  there 
was  a  general  fire.  They  had  seventy-five  killed  and 
missing,  233  wounded." — From  Historical  Magazine  {N.  F.), 
vol.  iii.  p.  153,  year  1859. 


LETTER  Vin. 

To  THE  HoNBLE.  Mrs.  Leveson  Gower,  South-street, 
Grosvenor-square,  London. 

"  CamJ^  at  Bostofi,  June  6th,  1775. 
"Dear  Madam, — Though  I  have  already  sent  one 
letter  directed  for  you  on  board  the  '  Cerberus,'  yet  I 
cannot  help  adding  a  little  more,  to  announce  the  safe  ar- 
rival of  the  ordnance  ship  which  brought  me  your  letter, 
with  a  particular  account  of  my  father's  preferment  ^ 
I  cannot  tell  you  how  sensibly  I  feel  this  mark  of  your 
goodness,  and   the   infinite  obligation  you   have  laid  me 

••  His  father  had,  on  April  24,  1775,  been  appointed  by  Earl  Har- 
court  (then  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland),  Dean  of  Emley,  county 
Tipperary,  and  Chancellor  of  Dromore,  county  Down,  Ireland,  both 
being  ecclesiastical  appointments. — (W.  J.  E.) 
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under  by  your  kind  attention,  in  seeking  an  opportunity 
to  communicate  to  me  what  gives  me  the  highest  satis- 
faction ;  and,  indeed,  it  gives  me  very  sincere  pleasure, 
not  from  the  smallest  idea  of  personal  advantage  (as  you 
will  readily  believe),  but  I  hope  it  will  make  him  happy, 
and  contribute  to  give  him  better  health  and  better  spirits; 
for  I  know  few  men  I  do  so  much  admire,  or  should  love 
so  well,  were  he  even  only  an  acquaintance.  For  his  sake 
and  some  others,  I  like  the  Chancellorship ;  but  for  my 
own  part,  the  dignity  of  the  Deanship  is  not  the  least 
pleasing.  Honour,  you  know,  is  the  principle  of  our  pro- 
fession ;  and  if  there  is  any  honour  in  hard  knocks,  we  are 
likely  to  have  some  share :  the  profit  is  not  yet  come 
to  our  turn.  I  cannot  omit  expressing  my  obligation 
to  Captain  Leveson  for  the  trouble  he  took  in  tran- 
scribing my  father's  letter.  I  am  not  the  less  indebted 
to  him  that  he  did  it  for  your  sake ;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
but  he  rejoices  in  our  good  fortune,  because  it  gives  you 
pleasure,  and  because  you  have  been  instrumental  in  it. 
It  is  my  sincere  prayer  that  these  reciprocal  kind  offices, 
which  are  the  marks  of  confidence  and  esteem,  may  long 
subsist  between  you,  and  continue  to  make  you  the  happi- 
ness of  each  other. 

"  The  *  Charming  Nancy,'  with  Brigadier-General  Pres- 
cott ",  arrived  safe  the  third  instant.  By  him,  George  re- 
ceived a  gold  repeating  watch,  and  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Bos- 
cawen.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  by  him  that  he  had 
seen  her,  and  that  she  was  in  perfect  good  health.     I  be- 

"  "June  3rd,  (1775).  This  day  the  'Lovely  Nancy,'  who  went  to 
England  some  months  ago,  returned  from  there,  bringing  necessaries 
for  the  army  ;  in  her  came  Col.  Prescott,  now  made  a  Brigadier- 
General." — From  Journal  of  a  British  Officer  (unpublished  part),  in 
the  possession  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Ellery  Dana,  of  Boston. 
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lieve  George  never  neglects  to  write  by  every  safe  oppor- 
tunity ;  I  never  fail  to  exhort  him,  though  I  must  do  him 
the  justice  to  say,  I  believe  it  is  unnecessary. 

•'  In  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Boscawen  shortly  after  the  19th  of 
April,  I  hinted  to  her  a  desire  of  looking  out  for  a  Lieu- 
tenancy to  purchase  for  George  in  some  regiment  lately 
gone  home.  This  desire  arose  purely  from  the  anxiety 
and  uneasiness  I  was  under  all  that  day  lest  an  unlucky 
ball  should  involve  us  in  fresh  distress,  and  complete  her 
misfortunes ;  and  what  might  we  not  apprehend,  when 
the  most  amiable  young  man  I  ever  knew,  Mr.  Knight '', 
fell  by  the  hands  of  a  rebel  ?  We  have  since  been  toler- 
ably quiet ;  but  when  the  forces  from  Ireland  arrive,  we 
shall  no  doubt  commence  an  active  campaign  ;  and  though, 
were  he  my  brother,  I  should  wish  him  engaged  in  all 
the  busiest  scenes  of  it,  yet  knowing  how  much  your 
mother  is  wrapped  up  in  him,  I  confess  I  cannot  be  with- 
out uneasiness  at  his  being  subject  to  the  chance  of  war ; 
and  what  could  I  say  to  her,  should  any  accident  befall 
her  only  remaining  son  .■'  But  if  you  are  all  satisfied 
to  commit  him,  I  declare  I  think  his  present  situation 
the  most  desirable  and  most  fortunate  one  he  could  be 
thrown  into  ;  and  you  would  think  so,  could  you  see  how 
much  he  is  improved  ;  and  I  know  he  would  be  far  from 
wishing  to  exchange  it.  You  are  the  best  judges  upon 
this  occasion,  and  to  you  I  entirely  submit  it. 

"  My  best  wishes  and  compliments  attend  you.  Captain 
Leveson,  and  the  young  Hero. 

"  I   am,  dear   Madam,  with   the   truest   gratitude   and 
esteem, 

"  Your  ever  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

"  W.  G.  Evelyn." 

**  Lieutenant  Joseph  Knight,  of  the  4th  Regiment. 
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Between  the  date  of  the  last  letter  (June  6th),  and  the 
next  one,  to  the  Honble.  Mrs.  Leveson  Gower  (dated 
Aug.  19th),  he  no  doubt  wrote  to  his  father,  giving  him 
a  full  account  of  the  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill,  on  the  17th 
of  June  ;  for  we  find  that  he  was  so  much  awakened  to  the 
increasing  bitterness  and  intensity  of  the  coming  struggle 
and  the  fiery  ordeal  through  which  he  had  that  day  passed, 
that  he  wrote  his  will  that  same  evening ;  and  later  on, 
when  the  troops  were  about  disembarking,  and  were  off 
Staten  Island  (Aug.  20,  1776),  he  also  attached  to  it 
a  long  codicil.  Full  copies  of  both  of  these  interesting 
documents  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.  Presuming 
that  a  letter  was  written  to  his  father  shortly  after  June 
17th,  it  may  have  been  passed  around  among  the  re- 
lations and  friends  of  the  family  in  Ireland,  and  never 
returned  to  his  father.  Many  enquiries  have  been  made, 
but  no  other  letters  can  be  found  of  Capt.  Evelyn's  than 
these  embodied  in  this  collection. 

It  may,  however,  be  opportune  to  quote  here  the  brief 
account  of  the  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill,  found  in  the  his- 
torical record  of  the  52nd  (or  Oxfordshire  Light  Infantry), 
which  regiment  played  such  a  distinguished  part  in  the 
battle,  and  suffered  so  severely.  William  Napier,  the  his- 
torian of  the  Peninsular  War,  said  of  it, — that  it  was  "  a 
regiment  never  surpassed  in  arms,  since  arms  were  borne 
by  men." 

"The  Americans  were  plainly  seen  at  work,  throwing 
up  entrenchments  around  the  hill ;  and  preparations  were 
at  once  made  for  landing  a  body  of  men  to  dislodge  the 
enemy,  and  take  possession  of  the  works.  Ten  companies 
of  Grenadiers,  ten  of  Light  Infantry,  with  the  5th,  38th, 
43rd,  and  52nd  regiments,  with  a  proportion  of  Field  Ar- 
tillery, were   detailed  for  this   service.     Embarking  from 


CAPT.  W.  G.  EVELYN.  1 67 

Boston  in  boats,  about  noon  of  the  17th  of  June,  the 
troops  crossed  the  river,  and  landed  on  the  opposite 
shore,  when  they  formed  immediately  ;  the  Light  Infantry 
being  posted  on  the  right,  and  the  Grenadiers  upon  their 
left.  The  5  th  and  38th  drew  up  in  the  rear  of  those 
corps,  and  the  43rd  and  52nd  formed  a  third  line.  The 
ships  of  war  opened  their  fire  upon  the  enemy's  works, 
and  the  troops  ascended  the  steep  hill,  and  advanced 
to  storm  the  entrenchments.  The  approach  to  the  hill 
was  covered  with  grass,  reaching  to  the  knees,  and  in- 
tersected with  walls  and  fences  of  various  enclosures. 
The  difficult  ascent,  the  heat  of  the  weather,  and  the 
superior  numbers  of  the  enemy,  and  their  incessant  fire, 
made  the  enterprise  particularly  arduous.  The  Light  In- 
fantry were  directed  to  force  the  left  point  of  the  breast- 
work, to  take  the  enemy's  line  in  flank ;  while  the  Grena- 
diers were  to  attack  in  front,  supported  by  the  5th  and 
52nd  regiments.  These  orders  were  executed  with  per- 
severance; and  notwithstanding  the  numerous  impedi- 
ments offered,  the  enemy  was  forced  from  his  stronghold, 
and  driven  from  the  peninsula,  leaving  behind  five  pieces 
of  cannon. 

"  In  this  action  the  52nd  particularly  distinguished  itself. 
It  suffered,  however,  severely ;  the  whole  of  the  grenadier 
company,  with  the  exception  of  eight  men,  were  either 
killed  or  wounded. 

"From  August  25,  1775,  the  52nd  regiment  was  aug- 
mented from  ten  to  twelve  companies  of  fifty-six  privates 
each." 

The  late  General  Martin  Hunter,  who  was  present  as 
an  Ensign  in  the  52nd,  writes  in  his  Journal: — "The 
grenadier  and  light  companies  (of  the  several  regiments 
before  enumerated)  attacked  the   breastworks  extending 
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from  the  Charleston  heights  (or  Bunker's  Hill)  redoubt 
to  the  Mystic  river ;  while  the  remaining  companies  at- 
tacked the  redoubt  itself.  About  one  hundred  yards  from 
the  latter,  they  were  stopped  by  some  brick-kilns  and 
enclosures,  and  exposed  for  some  time  to  the  whole  of 
its  fire ;  and  it  was  here  that  so  many  men  were  lost. 
The  remains  of  the  52nd  regiment  continued  at  the  ad- 
vanced post  the  whole  of  the  night  after  the  battle  ;  several 
attacks  were  made  on  them  during  the  night,  but  the 
Americans  were  constantly  repulsed." 


Letter  from  John  Schank  (on  board  the  ^'Preston'* 
■man-of-zvar^  in  Boston  Harbour^  to  Maj07^-Gene- 
7'al  Haldimand: — 

"  On  board  the  ^  Preston^  in  Boston  Harbour , 
''Oct.  Wi,  1775. 

"  Sir, — I  beg  the  favour  of  your  excusing  the  liberty 
I  have  taken  in  writing  you,  as  also  troubling  you  with 
a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded.  I  beg  you'll  be  so  good 
as  mention  me  to  Sir  Hugh  Palliser,  with  whom  I  sailed 
last  warr;  and  as  Promotions  are  more  frequent  than 
usual,  I  may  get  a  Commission  soon.  Please  to  present 
my  compliments  to  Captain  Brehm,  and  excuse  this  li- 
berty of  me,  who  is  with  respect 

"  Your  most  respectfull  and  most  obe*  humble  serv*, 

"John  Schank." 
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Officers  killed  and  wounded  of  the  Kings  troops  at 
the  defeat  of  the  Americans  on  Charleston  heights, 
Saturday,  Jtuie  ij,  1775.  .  .  .  2,100  soldiers,  turner 
the  command  of  Gene^'al  Howe  and  B7ngadier 
Pigot,  against  a  great  number  inti^enched  on 
Btmkers  Hill,  commanded  by  the  Orator  Warren 
and  Colonel  Putnam,  supposed  to  be  about  6,000 
men : — 

Regiments. 

"4th.  Capts.  Balfour  and  West,  Lieuts.  Barron  and  Brown, 

Volunteer  Darcus,  wounded. 
5th.  Major  Mitchel,  Capts.  Jackson,  Harris,  and  Mars- 
den,  wounded  ;    Downs,   killed  ;    Lieuts.  Croker, 

McCHntock,    Ensigns    Charlton    and    Balaquirs, 

wounded. 
1 0th.  Capts.  Fitzgerald  and    Parsons,   Lieuts.  Pettigrew, 

Hamilton,  and   Kelly,  wounded  ;    Lieut.  Verner, 

killed. 
14th.  Lieut.  Hesket,  wounded  ;  Bruce,  killed. 
1 8th.  Lieut.  Richardson,  wounded. 
22nd.  Col.  Abercromby  and    Capt.  Lyon,   killed  ;    Capt. 

Drew,  wounded. 
23rd.  Capt.    Blakeney,    Lieuts.    Cockran,    Beckwit,    and 

Lenthall,  wounded. 
35th,  Lieuts.  Campbell,  Campbell,  and  Massey,  wounded  ; 

Bard,  killed. 
38th,  Capts.  Boyd  and   Crocker,   wounded,  since  dead  ; 

Lieuts,  Christie,    Houn,    and    Myers,   wounded  ; 

Dutton,  killed  ;  Or.-Master  Mitchell,  wounded. 
43rd.  Major  Spendlove,    wounded,    since    dead  ;     Capt. 

McKenzie,    Lieuts.    Robinson    and    Dalrymple, 

wounded. 

z 
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Regbnents. 

47th.  Major  Smelt,  Capts.  England,  Craig,  and  Alcock, 
Lieut.  England,  wounded  ;  Lieuts.  Gold  and  Hil- 
liard,  killed. 

52nd.  Major  Williams,  Capts.  Addison,  Davison,  and 
Smyth,  Lieut.  Higgins,  and  Ensign  Gratam, 
killed  ;  Capt.  Nelson,  Lieuts.  Crawford  and 
Thompson,  and  Ensign  Chetwynd,  wounded. 

59th.  Lieut.  Hayns,  wounded. 

63rd.  Capts.  Hopford  and  Foillet,  wounded ;  Lieut.  Dal- 
rymple,  killed. 

65th.  Major  Butler,  Captain  Sinclair,  Lieuts.  Paxton, 
Hales,  and  Smyth,  wounded  ;  Capt.  Hudson, 
killed  ;  Lieut.  Smyth,  since  dead. 

67th.  Capt.  Sherwin,  killed,  aid-de-camp  to  Genl.  Howe. 
Marines  :  Major  Pitcairn,  Capts.  Campbell  and 
Ellis,  Lieuts.  Finny,  Gardiner,  Sheer,  killed  ; 
Capts.  Logan,  Chudligh,  Averse,  and  Johnson, 
Lieuts.  Brisbane,  Erwin,  Bagg,  and  Dyer,  wound- 
ed ;  Chudligh,  since  dead  ;  Capt.  Sabine,  since 
wounded  and  dead. 
Artillery.     Capts.    Lamarne    and    Huddleston,   Lieut. 

Shuttleworth,  Volunteer  Vance,  wounded. 
Engineers.  Pay,  wounded. 

Navy.  Lieut.  Jardine,  wounded,  and  since  dead  :  he  came 
out  with  General  Howe. 

Field  officers,  wounded,    4  killed,    3 

Captains                „          26  „       10 

Subalterns             „          37  „       12 

Engineers              „            i  „         o 

'^  25 

25  "~ 
Killed  and  wounded  officers  =  93 
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"  In  all,  killed  and  wounded  officers  and  men  in  the  ac- 
tion, 1038  ;  250  killed,  and  250  since  dead. 

"John  Schank. 

"  To  Maj.-Gen.  Haldimand" 


Doctor  George  Brown  to  Major-General Haldhnand 
(then  in  London) : — 

* '  Boston,  June  25//;,  1775. 

"Sir, — You  no  doubt  have  heard  of  the  action  which 
happened  by  Charleston  two  days  after  you  sailed  from 
hence ;  and  as  you  will  have  had  a  more  perfect  ac- 
count of  it  than  any  I  can  pretend  to  give,  I  shall  not 
attempt  it. 

"In  consequence  of  the  numbers  of  wounded  that  day, 
it  was  thought  proper  to  appoint  Mr.  Roberts,  the  apothe- 
cary to  the  hospital,  to  act  as  surgeon,  and  I  to  do  his 
duty  as  apothecary.  Now,  as  the  General  is  so  very  busy 
with  his  dispatches,  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  seeing 
him,  I  cannot  learn  whether  he  intends  to  fill  up  the  va- 
cancy here,  or  to  recommend  only;  if  the  latter,  I  am  as- 
sured that  he  intends  to  recommend  me. 

"  I  should  therefore  be  infinitely  obliged  to  you  if  you 
would  be  so  g-ood  as  to  second  his  recommendations  to 
Lord  Barrington.  I  have  also  wrote  to  Mr.  Adair,  who 
promised  to  use  his  interest  when  an  opportunity  should 
offer. 

"Two  days  ago,  the  49th  and  63rd  Regiments  em- 
barked on  board  some  of  the  transports.  It  was  sup- 
posed they  were  sent  to  attack  Dorchester  Neck  ;  how- 
ever, they  returned  yesterday  without  effecting  anything. 
Yesterday  they  fired  a  good  many  shot  into  Roxborough 
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from  the  lines  ;    I  have  not  heard  that  they  did    much 
damage. 

"  The  wounded  in  general  have  been  more  dangerously 
so  than  I  ever  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  before, 
many  of  them  being  shot  two  or  three  times  in  the  body; 
and  their  being  so  near  the  enemy  at  the  time,  I  believe 
contributes  to  increase  the  danger. 

"  Captain  Abercrombie  and  Major  Williams,  of  the  52nd, 
died  of  their  wounds.  We  have  lost  no  other  field  officers 
except  Major  Pitcairn. 

"  I  hope,  Sir,  you  will  excuse  this  freedom  I  have  taken 
with  you.  If  I  did  not  know  that  you  wish  to  serve  me, 
I  should  not  have  presumed  to  do  it. 

"That  you  may  enjoy  every  happiness  which  Europe 
can  afford,  is  the  sincere  wish  of 

"  Your  most  ob*^'^  and  humble  servant, 

"George  Brown." 


LETTER  IX. 

To  THE  HoNBLE.  Mrs.  Leveson  Gower,  South-street, 
Grosvenor-square. 

^^ Boston  Canip,  August  \()th,  1775. 

"  Dear  Madam, — The  *  Charming  Nancy '  returns  once 
more  to  visit  you,  and  carries  with  her  Mrs.  Gage,  and 
others  of  less  note,  whose  curiosity  as  to  the  business  of 
war  is,  I  believe,  sufficiently  satisfied,  and  who  begin  to 
discover  that  a  winter  may  be  full  as  agreeable  in  London 
as  in  a  town  invested  on  all  sides  by  thousands  of  armed 
men,  cut  off  from  all  resources  (I  may  almost  say)  by  sea 
as  well  as  by  land,  and  threatened  every  day  to  be  at- 
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tacked  with  fire  and  sword.  With  you,  who  are  so  jealous 
of  the  honour  of  the  British  flag,  I  shall  risk  my  credit,  if 
I  tell  you  what  insults  have  been  offered  to  it  with  im- 
punity ;  but  indeed  they  are  too  many  to  relate. 

"The  Yankey  fishermen  in  their  whale-boats  have  re- 
peatedly drove  off  the  stock,  and  set  fire  to  the  houses 
on  islands,  under  the  guns  of  the  fleet.  They  have  killed 
a  midshipman  of  the  Admiral's  (Brown),  and  destroyed 
the  sloop  he  commanded.  They  have  burned  the  light- 
house at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  killed  Lieutenant 
Colthurst  (who  commanded  thirty  Marines),  some  of  his 
men,  and  took  the  rest  prisoners. 

"They  have  burned  an  armed  sloop  belonging  to  the 
*  Rose '  man-of-war,  and  we  hear  have  taken  another,  called 
the  *  Diligence,'  belonging  to  the  Admiral,  and  lastly  have 
cut  off  nine-and-thirty  of  the  'Falcon's'  crew,  and  have 
taken  all  her  boats  except  one ;  the  Lieutenant  has  made 
his  escape,  much  wounded.  And  to  complete  all,  the 
Admiral  has  had  a  boxing-match  in  the  streets,  has  got 
his  eyes  blackened,  and  his  sword  broke  by  a  gentleman 
of  the  town,  whom  he  had  used  very  ill,  and  struck  re- 
peatedly, before  he  returned  his  blows. 

"A  few  nights  ago  General  Clinton  had  laid  the  plan 
of  giving  the  rebels  a  general  alerte,  which  was  to  have 
begun  at  twelve  o'clock,  by  surprising  and  attacking  all 
their  outposts  at  the  same  instant ;  and  the  Admiral  was 
at  the  same  time  to  have  made  a  descent,  and  burned 
a  small  town  on  the  coast  Our  part  succeeded  as  well 
as  we  could  wish,  indeed  better,  for  with  a  few  men  of 
our  regiment  I  had  the  honour  of  burning  an  advanced 
post  of  the  rebels,  which  was  more  than  was  intended 
in  the  original  plan.  The  Admiral's  part  miscarried,  but 
for  what  reason  I  do  not  know.     The  truth  is,  there  is 
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no  good  understanding  between  him  and  the  General, 
and  he  endcav^ours  to  counteract  the  General  wherever 
he  is  concerned.  Every  man  both  in  the  army  and  navy 
wishes  him  recalled,  as  the  service  must  always  sutler 
where  there  is  such  disagreement  betwixt  the  leaders. 

"  Our  situation  has  undergone  very  little  change  since 
the  affair  of  the  17th  of  June,  except  the  daily  loss  of 
men  and  officers  in  the  hospitals.  I  suppose  the  accounts 
of  that  transaction  did  not  meet  with  credit  in  England, 
and  that  it  could  not  be  believed  that  a  thousand  men 
and  officers  of  the  bravest  troops  in  the  world  could 
in  so  short  a  time  be  cut  off  by  irregulars.  After  two 
or  three  such  instances,  you  good  people  of  old  England 
will  find  out  that  five  or  six  thousand  men  are  not  suffi- 
cient to  reduce  a  country  of  1500  miles  in  extent,  fortified 
by  nature,  and  where  every  man  from  fifteen  to  fifty  is 
either  a  volunteer,  or  compelled  to  carry  arms ;  amongst 
whom  the  number  of  our  countrymen  is  very  great,  and 
they  are  the  most  dangerous  enemies  we  have  to  en- 
counter. [The  people  of  England]  will  find  out  that 
some  other  mode  must  be  adopted  than  gaining  every 
little  hill  "^  at  the  expense  of  a  thousand  Englishmen  ;  and 
if  they  mean  to  continue  masters  of  this  country,  they 
will  lay  aside  that  false  humanity  towards  these  wretches 
which  has  hitherto  been  so  destructive  to  us.  They  must 
lay  aside  the  notion  that  hurting  America  is  ruining  Great 
Britain,  and  they  must  permit  us  to  restore  to  them  the 
dominion  of  the  country  by  laying  it  waste,  and  almost 
extirpating^  the  present  rebellious  race,  and  upon  no 
other  terms  will  they  ever  possess  it  in  peace. 

«  Alluding  to  the  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill. 

'  In  reference  to  the  above  passage,  great  allowance  should  be 
generously  made  for  the  writer.     The  expression  about  "extirpating" 
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"  Major  Bishop's  state  of  health  making  it  necessary 
for  him  to  go  home,  I  think  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of 
troubling  him  with  this  letter,  though  I  believe  he  cannot 
get  a  passage  in  the  '  Charming  Nancy,'  but  goes  in 
another  which  sails  at  the  same  time.  I  fancy  George 
writes  by  him,  and  to  his  information  I  refer  you  for 
particulars  as  to  us  and  our  situation.  I  dare  say  this 
report  of  George  will  give  you  satisfaction.  I  shall  only 
say  in  general,  that  he  continues  to  improve.  I  dare  say 
you  are  in  some  concern  for  us,  from  the  idea  of  our  being 
obliged  to  live  upon  salt  pork  and  pease.  Fresh  provision 
is  in  general  rather  scarce,  very  dear,  and  not  of  the  best 
kind ;  but  we  come  in  for  a  share  now  and  then.  We 
have  had  a  good  recruit  within  these  few  days ;  our  trans- 
ports having  brought  in  upwards  of  two  thousand  sheep 
from  some  islands  near  New  York,  which  is  a  very  season- 
able relief  to  our  sick  and  wounded.  George  and  I  come 
in  sometimes  for  a  good  dinner  among  the  great  people, 
and  are  particularly  indebted  to  Lord  Percy  and  General 
Clinton.  We  have  not  the  honour  of  an  introduction  to 
General  Burgoyne. 

"  I  am  strictly  enjoined,  whenever  I  write  to  you,  not 
to  omit  presenting  Adair's  most  respectful  compliments 
to  you  and  Captain  Leveson.  He  is  much  taken  notice 
of  here,  and  in  great  repute  from  having  been  one  of  the 
first  men  who  entered  the  enemy's  works  on  the  17th  of 
June.  He  is  strongly  recommended  for  a  company,  and 
I  hope  will  get  one,  as  there  has  been  a  great  mortality 
among  the  Marine  captains  ;  five  or  six  of  them  being 
already  dead. 

is  quite  unworthy  of  a  brave  soldier  and  a  Christian  gentleman.  It 
is  foreign  to  the  real  nature  of  the  writer,  who  was  carried  away  by 
his  feelings.— (W.  J.  E.) 
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"  My  best  wishes  attend  you  and  Captain  Leveson,  and 
little  family. 

"  I  am,  dear  Madam, 

"  With  the  greatest  esteem, 

"Your  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 
"  W.  G.  Evelyn." 


LETTER  X. 

To  THE  Reverend  Doctor  Evelyn  (his  Father),  Trim, 
Ireland, 

'■'' Bostofi  Camp,  August  iqih,  1775. 

"My  dear  Sir, — I  cannot  suffer  a  ship  to  sail  from 
hence  without  writing  to  you,  though  it  should  be  only 
half-a-dozen  lines  to  say  I  am  well.  A  transport  sails  to- 
morrow, and  takes  home  Mrs.  Gage,  some  other  ladies, 
and  our  disabled  men.  I  fancy  they  will  find  it  full  as 
agreeable  to  pass  the  winter  in  England,  as  to  spend  it 
here  upon  salt  pork  and  pease. 

"We  have,  however,  just  now  got  a  recruit  of  fresh 
provisions  [by]  a  fleet  of  transports  which  were  sent  to 
some  islands  near  New  York,  with  about  2,000  sheep  and 
some  oxen.  These  will  be  of  infinite  service  to  our  poor 
sick  and  wounded  people,  with  whom  the  hospitals  are 
crowded,  and  who  suffer  very  much  from  the  flux.  We 
find  nothing  more  difficult  to  get  here  than  money ;  none 
to  be  had  under  15  per  cent,  and  not  always  even  for 
that,  and  without  it  nothing  else  can  be  had. 

"  If  a  boat,  as  sometimes  happens,  comes  in  with  a  few 
half-starved  sheep,  we  must  pay  a  shilling  a  pound,  or  eat 
no  mutton.  However,  we  get  on,  and  hope  before  winter 
your  plentiful   country  will   furnish   us   abundantly  with 
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good  beef,  and  butter,  and  potatoes.  Those  who  have 
connections  in  Cork  have  sent  to  their  friends  for  a 
supply. 

"  The  rebels  have  got  some  reinforcements  of  riflemen 
from  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  mostly  Irishmen.  They 
have  made  some  little  attempts  upon  our  out-parties, 
without  success ;  and  we  have  taken  one  or  two  of  them 
prisoners.  We  have  one  of  them  in  jail,  whose  name 
is  Creuse,  [he]  comes  from  the  county  Westmeath,  and 
says  he  is  related  to  Miles  and  Wat  Dowdall.  I  suspect 
his  name  to  be  Dowdall,  and  that  he  was  Captain  of  the 
party,  because  we  know  that  they  were  commanded  by 
a  man  of  that  name  ;  but  he  denies  being  the  person, 
and  says  he  was  only  a  Corporal. 

"They  are  burrowing  like  rabbits  all  around  us,  de- 
termined not  to  leave  us  a  passage  through  which  we 
may  surprise  them.  We  gave  them  a  hearty  fright  a  few 
nights  ago,  by  attacking  their  outposts  on  all  quarters 
at  the  same  instant.  It  was  done  with  a  view  of  dis- 
tracting them,  whilst  the  Admiral  was  to  make  a  descent 
and  burn  a  little  town  in  the  bay ;  but  he  miscarried  as 
usual,  and  the  Fleet  was  once  more  defeated.  On  our 
side  we  threw  them  into  great  confusion,  and  [I  am] 
convinced,  had  it  been  the  plan  to  push  [forward]  about 
2,000  men,  we  might  have  got  into  their  very  works ;  but 
nothing  more  was  intended  than  to  give  them  a  general 
alerte,  and  to  make  a  diversion.  However,  I  had  the 
good  fortune,  by  pushing  forward  with  about  a  dozen 
men,  to  burn  four  or  five  houses  in  which  they  kept  an 
advanced  post.  On  General  Howe's  [side],  I  am  afraid  we 
had  a  few  men  wounded  by  our  people,  who  got  into  some 
confusion  in  the  dark.  The  letters  in  the  enclosed  were 
taken  in  a  sloop,  and  are  worth  your  reading.     I  only 

A  a 
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desire  in  return  that  you  will  send  me,  from  Cork,  a  cask 
of  beef,  another  of  tongues,  two  of  butter,  two  of  potatoes, 
and  a  hogshead  of  claret,  and  you  will  much  oblige,  &c, 

"  W.  G.  E." 


LETTER   XI. 

To  THE  Reverend  Doctor  Evelyn  (his  Father),  Trim, 
Ireland. 

^^  Charlcstown,  near  Boston,  October  "jth,  1775, 
per  General  Gage. 

"  My  dear  Sir, — Ships  arrive  here  from  Great  Britain 
every  week,  and  bring  packets  for  everybody  but  me. 
My  good  friends,  indeed,  in  England  remember  me,  and 
frequently  send  me  packets,  and  other  good  things ;  but 
they  also  complain  that  they  know  as  little  of  you,  as 
if  the  Atlantic  rolled  between  you.  But  I  shall  persevere 
in  letting  you  hear  from  me,  and  hope  now  and  then 
to  extract  a  letter  from  you.  As  I  know  you  like  any- 
thing better  than  writing,  I  am  willing  to  compound  with 
you,  and  will  let  you  off  upon  easy  terms.  I  am  now 
so  situated,  from  my  recommendations  to  the  general 
officers,  and  some  little  notice  they  have  been  pleased 
to  take  of  me,  that  I  am  among  the  number  of  those 
who  flatter  themselves  that  some  time  or  other  it  may 
be  my  turn  to  receive  marks  of  their  favour.  In  the 
meantime,  nothing  so  much  assists  one's  own  endeavours, 
as  to  put  those  gentlemen  frequently  in  mind  of  one 
through  the  means  of  their  own  particular  friends.  Now, 
my  dear  Sir,  what  I  would  willingly  engage  you  to  do 
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for  me  is,  when  you  find  yourself  in  Dublin,  or  among 
any  great  folks,  to  remember  poor  me  three  thousand 
miles  off,  'my  lodging  upon  the  cold  ground,'  and  now 
and  then  ducking  at  the  whistling  of  a  twenty- four  pounder, 
one  of  which  came  a  few  days  ago  into  our  camp,  went 
through  one  of  our  tents,  and  fairly  took  the  crown  out 
of  one  of  the  King's  Own  Grenadiers'  hats.  His  head 
was  not  in  it.  Now,  Sir,  there's  nothing  reconciles  being 
shot  at  to  one,  so  much  as  being  paid  for  it. 

*'  If,  therefore,  as  I  said  before,  when  you  get  among 
lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  you  would  cast  about,  and 
find  out  through  what  channel  you  could  come  at  Gene- 
ral Howe,  General  Clinton,  Lord  Percy,  General  Grant, 
Colonel  Patterson,  any  General  or  man  of  rank  who  may 
be  coming  out,  or  may  hereafter  be  sent  out,  you  will 
hardly  conceive  what  importance  it  is  of  to  one  ;  even 
the  communicating  any  little  news  to  me  either  public 
or  private,  gives  one  an  appearance  of  consequence,  and 
is  of  great  advantage.  'Tis  inconceivable  the  trifling  cir- 
cumstances by  which  one  rises  in  our  line.  General  Howe 
(upon  General  Gage's  return)  being  Commander-in-Chief 
here,  has  taken  an  officers  of  ours  to  be  his  aide-de-camp  : 
nobody  can  tell  why.  Lord  Percy  being  made  a  Major- 
General,  has  taken  another,  to  the  astonishment  of  every- 
body ;  but  they  have  reasons  of  their  own.  Among  the 
general  officers  here,  General  Howe,  General  Clinton,  and 
Lord  Percy,  are  particularly  civil  to  me.  General  Howe 
is  married  to  a  sister  of  Mr.  Conolly's,  who  is  at  her 
brother's  in  Ireland.  In  short.  Sir,  I  shall  leave  the  mode 
to  yourself,  or  to  those  who  can  inform  you  better  than 
I  can  ;    nor  do  I  know  anybody  who   could  put  you   in 

s  Captain  Nisbitt  Balfour  was  made  his  second  aide-de-camp. 
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the  line  so  well  as  your  friend  Mr.  Butler  at  the  Castle, 
who  knows  everybody,  and  their  connections. 

"  There  is  another  point,  my  dear  Sir,  upon  which 
I  must  request  of  you  to  exert  yourself  for  me ;  it  is  of 
the  most  material  consequence  to  me,  as  this  is  the  period 
for  us  soldiers  to  push  our  fortunes.  Should  this  war 
continue  a  few  years  longer,  new  levies  must  certainly 
be  made.  In  sixty-two,  when  five  regiments  were  raised 
in  Ireland,  you  could  have  had  a  company  for  me  by 
only  speaking  to  a  Provost,  and  I  should  now  certainly 
be  something  higher.  If  another  such  opportunity  should 
offer,  I  hope  you  will  not  be  unmindful  of  me.  I  have 
taken  up  this  profession  for  life,  and  it  is  my  business 
to  get  on  in  it  as  fast  as  possible.  I  cannot  say  I  have 
any  great  pretensions  to  more  than  I  have  already  got, 
nor  have  I  got  more  than  I  have  a  good  right  to.  There 
are  a  number  of  companies  to  be  raised  just  now  ;  perhaps 
when  they  are  complete  they  may  be  regimented,  but 
I  am  only  alluding  to  what  may  happen  a  year  or  two 
hence. 

"I  am  just  now  encamped  on  the  heights  of  Charles- 
town,  or  Bunker's  Hill,  the  scene  of  action  on  the  17th 
of  June.  We  expect  to  be  pretty  late  in  the  field  this 
year,  and  shall  probably  not  be  idle  during  the  winter. 
The  next  campaign  we  shall  have  something  to  do,  for 
General  Howe  will  not  trifle  when  he  gets  reinforcements 
and  proper  authority. 

"  I  hope  before  the  end  of  it  to  be  able  to  tell  you 
that  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  all  the  capital 
towns  on  the  Continent,  are  but  stacks  of  chimneys  like 
Charlestown  here. 

"  Boscawen  is  well.  The  regiment  is  in  camp  in  Boston  ; 
but   the   Light   Infantry  company  which  I  command  is 
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here.     I  expect  the  Grenadiers  before  Christmas.     I  beg 
my  love  to  all  at  home. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  most  affectionate, 

"  W.  G.  E." 


LETTER    XII. 

To  THE  Reverend  Doctor  Evelyn  (his  father),  Trim, 
Ireland. 

^^  Bosto?i,  December  ^,  1775. 

"  My  dear  Sir, — As  I  make  it  a  rule  to  write  to 
you  by  every  opportunity,  notwithstanding  I  never  hear 
from  you, — that  is,  not  above  once  a-year, — I  cannot 
suffer  the  'Boyne'  to  return  without  letting  you  know 
that  we  are  still  in  camp  ;  yet  we  are  in  tolerable  good 
health  and  spirits,  and  not  yet  so  overrun  with  the  scurvy 
as  you  would  expect  of  people  who  live  upon  salt  pork, 
without  roots  or  vegetables  of  any  kind.  The  Light 
Dragoons,  and  such  gentry  who  have  a  good  deal  of 
money,  may  now  and  then  get  fresh  provisions  ;  but  your 
Infantry  in  general  cannot  well  afford  to  give  eighteen- 
pence  a  pound  for  mutton  and  bad  butter,  twelve  shillings 
for  a  goose,  six  for  a  chicken,  and  twelve  shillings  for 
a  bushel  of  potatoes.  I  am  glad,  however,  there  was  no 
beef,  butter,  or  potatoes  for  me  on  board  the  ship  that 
lately  came  from  Cork  freighted  with  these  things,  and 
a  quantity  of  claret  sent  to  different  officers  by  their 
friends  in  Ireland  ;  for  the  rebels  have  taken  her  with 
some  of  their  little  privateering  schooners  of  four  and 
six  guns,  who  every  day  insult  the  British  flag  with  im- 
punity, and  who  will  continue  to   take   every  ship  that 
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is  not  either  provided  for  defence,  or  sent  under  convoy. 
We  must  suppose  that  all  representations  sent  by  the 
army  of  the  state  of  this  country,  are  regarded  as  chi- 
merical or  exaggerated.  One  would  think  that  the  taking 
of  Ticonderoga,  and  June  17,  would  have  put  the  matter 
past  doubt.  But  if  these  are  not  sufficient,  perhaps  their 
being  in  possession  of  all  Canada  except  Quebec,  (and  we 
are  in  hourly  expectation  of  hearing  that  it  has  surren- 
dered,) the  taking  some  of  our  transports,  and  among 
them  a  brig  loaded  with  mortars,  shells,  carcasses,  and  all 
kinds  of  ordnance  stores,  may  open  the  eyes  of  the  people 
at  home,  and  convince  them  that  this  is  a  more  serious 
matter  than  they  apprehended. 

"  This  brig,  whose  safe  arrival  was  of  the  utmost  con- 
sequence to  us,  and  whose  cargo  was  of  most  infinite  im- 
portance to  the  rebels,  because  she  contained  the  very 
things  they  were  in  the  greatest  need  of,  and  could  not 
be  supplied  with  by  any  other  possible  means,  was  sent 
from  England  with  other  Artillery  ships,  and  she  the  only 
one  of  them  without  a  soldier  on  board,  and  totally  un- 
provided with  any  means  of  defence.  'Tis  said  they 
sailed  under  the  convoy  of  the  *  Phoenix '  man-of-war, 
who  quitted  them  a  few  days  after  they  left  the  land. 
The  others  are  all  arrived,  and  she  who  was  of  such  con- 
sequence to  us,  we  hear  is  taken,  notwithstanding  we  had 
several  men-of-war  out  cruising  for  her  ;  and  two  of  them 
actually  fell  in  with  her,  and  parted  again  in  a  gale  of 
wind.  'Tis  impossible  to  consider  the  circumstances  of 
this  affair,  and  to  call  it  accident.  Surely  some  inquiry 
will  be  made  into  it,  and  examples  made,  for  there  must 
be  a  fault  somewhere,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  indifference 
to  us  whether  it  is  by  design  or  carelessness ;  the  enemy 
are  supplied,  so  [we]  are  to  be  sacrificed  by  it. 
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"As  they  are  now  enabled  to  burn  Boston,  I  most 
sincerely  hope  they  will  do  it,  that  we  may  be  enabled 
to  leave  it,  and  transfer  the  scene  to  some  other  part 
of  the  Continent.  I  have  lately  had  some  letters  from 
Mrs.  Boscawen,  so  full  of  distress  at  her  son's  situation, 
that  I  have  solicited  General  Howe  to  permit  him  if 
possible  to  go  home.  He  has  in  the  kindest  manner  in 
the  world  appointed  him  a  Lieutenant  in  the  63rd  Regi- 
ment, and  ordered  him  home  recruiting.  We  have  pro- 
cured him  a  passage  in  the  '  Boyne,'  which  is  said  to  sail 
to-morrow,  and  he  takes  charge  of  this  letter.  I  shall  be 
exceedingly  relieved  by  having  this  weighty  charge  taken 
off  my  hands  ;  but  I  feel  more  satisfaction  in  being  in  the 
smallest  degree  instrumental  to  the  comfort  and  happiness 
of  the  best  of  women,  whose  goodness  to  me  is  more  than 
I  can  express. 

"  General  Burgoyne  goes  home  in  the  '  Boyne,'  I  sup- 
pose to  lay  a  state  of  this  country  before  the  nation.  He 
appears,  from  the  line  he  has  taken  here,  to  have  been 
intended  rather  as  a  negotiator  (had  he  been  admitted 
to  any  intercourse)  than  to  be  active  in  the  field.  He 
is  a  man  of  great  abilities,  and  power  of  language :  his 
going  home  is  extremely  judicious  :  his  representations 
of  affairs  will  give  a  great  bias.  His  coadjutors,  Howe 
and  Clinton,  are  certainly  two  of  the  first  men  in  our 
service.  It  will  give  you  satisfaction  to  hear  that  they 
are  both  particularly  civil  to  me.  I  am  more  immediately 
under  the  command  of  the  latter,  and  have  been  on  one 
or  two  little  parleys  with  him,  in  which  he  has  done  me 
singular  honour.  Some  time  ago,  he  proposed  an  excur- 
sion across  the  water  towards  Cambridge,  to  reconnoitre 
the  rebels'  situation,  and  was  pleased  to  communicate  his 
intention  to  me  the  day  before,  with  orders  to  examine  the 
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ground  and  report  to  him.  We  landed  next  day,  with 
about  200  Light  Infantry,  on  a  hill  where  the  rebels  had 
a  guard,  and  having  been  appointed  to  command  the 
advanced  party,  I  endeavoured  to  gain  a  pass  and  cut 
them  off;  however,  they  got  there  before  me,  and  after 
firing  at  me  from  a  good  distance,  retreated,  except  one 
man,  whom  I  took  prisoner.  They  fired  several  cannon- 
shot  at  us  from  their  works,  and  a  good  deal  of  small 
arms  from  numbers  of  them  that  came  down  towards  the 
pass,  which  the  tide  had  then  overflowed,  but  without 
doing  any  execution,  though  their  shot  reached  us.  We 
stayed  till  we  did  our  business,  when  the  men  were  ordered 
to  re-embark,  and  I  had  the  honour  of  being  left  with 
thirty  men  as  a  rear-guard,  till  they  should  be  all  on 
board.  Orders  were  then  sent  to  me  to  retire,  which 
I  did  very  quietly ;  and  when  they  saw  the  coast  clear 
they  took  courage,  and  ventured  over,  and  threw  away 
a  vast  deal  of  ammunition  when  we  were  out  of  their 
reach.  Our  people  at  Charleston  and  the  '  Scarborough  * 
man-of-war  fired  some  round  and  grape-shot  at  them  with 
good  effect,  as  we  are  since  told  ;  eight  or  nine  were  killed. 
Our  men,  in  returning  to  the  boats,  carried  off  a  dozen 
head  of  cattle,  which  sold  for  ;^I50.  The  money  was 
divided  among  the  soldiers  and  sailors,  and  General  Howe 
gave  them  a  present  of  porter.  I  had  the  satisfaction 
of  receiving  the  thanks  of  both  generals  in  a  very  pleasing 
manner,  for  the  little  I  had  to  say  to  the  matter.  It  was 
very  pleasant ;  a  little  praise  will  at  any  time  draw  a  sol- 
dier into  a  scrape.  The  hills  were  crowded  with  specta- 
tors, and  we  are  told  it  was  one  of  the  prettiest  sights  they 
ever  beheld.  What  made  it  most  satisfactory  was,  that 
we  completed  our  business  and  returned,  without  having 
a  man  hurt.     In  a  few  days  wc  hope  to  have  our  works 
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upon  this  hill  (Bunker's  Hill)  completed,  and  the  barracks 
fit  to  receive  the  Guards.  We  are  then  to  go  into  Boston 
for  the  winter,  leaving  600  men  here,  to  be  relieved  every 
fortnight  'Tis  a  pity  General  Gage  did  not  fix  some  plan 
for  the  winter  before  he  went  away  ;  our  works  would 
have  been  finished,  and  we  should  not  have  been  kept 
in  the  field  till  this  season  of  the  year.  Those  on  the 
Boston  side  have  been  in  quarters  some  time.  We  look 
every  day  for  the  Irish  transports  :  only  one  of  them 
is  arrived,  with  three  companies  of  the  17th  Regiment, 
among  them  Captain  Lyons ;  and  in  his  company  of 
Grenadiers  is  James  Lorimer,  son  of  Hugh  Lorimer,  over 
the  Ban.  He  is  a  stout,  likely  young  fellow,  and  I  hope 
I  may  have  it  in  my  power  to  be  of  some  service  to  him. 
If  by  one  of  the  many  ships  that  sail  from  Cork  it  were 
practicable  to  send  me  a  little  beef,  butter,  or  potatoes, 
any  of  them  would  be  extremely  acceptable  these  hard 
times. 

"  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  how  the  Corporation  goes  on. 

"  My  love  to  all  friends. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  most  affectionate, 

"  W.  G.  Evelyn." 


LETTER    XIII. 

To  THE  HoNBLE.  Mrs.  Leveson  Gower,  South-street, 
Grosvenor-square. 

^^  Boston,  January  15//^,  1776. 

"  Dear  Madam,  —  Some  ships  will  have  arrived  in 
England  with  officers  and  men  from  hence,  by  whom  you 
may  probably  have  expected  to  receive  letters  from  me  ; 

B  b 
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but  at  the  time  of  their  departure  I  was  on  a  detached 
duty,  which  prevented  my  writing  by  them.  However, 
the  omitting  of  an  opportunity  is  now  of  less  consequence, 
as  the  great  object  of  your  sohcitude  is  long  since  (I  hope) 
safely  arrived  among  you.  From  the  winds  we  had  here 
about  the  time  of  his  sailing,  we  conclude  he  must  have 
had  a  very  quick  passage ;  and  as  his  coming  must  have 
been  quite  unexpected,  I  hope  he  took  precautions  not  to 
surprise  his  Mama.  I  gave  him  very  particular  charges 
on  that  head,  knowing  how  much  she  would  be  affected 
at  his  sudden  appearance.  She  must  feel  great  satisfac- 
tion at  our  succeeding  as  happily  in  every  circumstance 
as  we  could  wish,  and  I  hope  her  mind  is  now  perfectly 
at  ease.  The  arrival  of  the  '  Boyne '  will  open  the  eyes 
of  the  nation,  and  we  hope  great  effects  from  the  powers 
of  General  Burgoyne.  The  obstinacy  of  these  people 
is  such,  that  it  is  necessary  they  should  feel  the  severity 
of  punishment,  and  in  the  spring  we  expect  to  begin  with 
them  in  earnest.  They  have  gone  so  far,  that  they  cannot 
easily  recede,  and  it  will  require  a  powerful  force  to  subdue 
them.  The  assistance  of  foreign  troops  will  be  highly 
politick,  and  of  those,  Russians  are  certainly  the  most 
eligible,  not  only  as  being  good  soldiers,  but  by  their  not 
having  any  connections  in  this  country ;  and  from  not 
understanding  the  language,  they  are  less  likely  to  be 
seduced  by  the  artifice  and  intrigue  of  these  holy  hy- 
pocrites. 

"  A  large  force  will  be  necessary,  as  we  shall  probably 
keep  three  armies  on  foot :  one  here,  one  to  the  south- 
ward, and  one  in  Canada,  if  we  have  not  entirely  lost  it ; 
but  we  imagine  General  Carlton  is  still  in  possession  of 
Quebec,  and  it  is  just  now  reported  that  he  has  given  the 
rebels  a  drubbing,  and  taken  their  Commander — a  Colonel 
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Arnold — prisoner.  Brigadier  Prescott^  is  taken,  and  is, 
with  several  other  officers,  prisoner  at  Albany.  Ad- 
miral Shuldham  J  is  arrived,  to  the  great  mortification  of 
Mr.  Graves,  who  most  unwillingly  resigns  to  him,  and  sets 
out  on  his  return  home  in  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks'  time. 
Neither  the  '  Centurion,'  '  Orpheus,'  or  '  Experiment '  have 
yet  appeared.  As  we  have  had  remarkably  violent  gales 
of  wind,  'tis  thought  they  may  be  drove  to  the  West 
Indies.  The  last  letter  I  received  from  Mrs.  Boscawen 
mentions  that  she  had  ordered  some  portable  soup,  and 
that  Captain  Leveson  had  sent  from  Plymouth  a  hogshead 
of  porter  and  a  large  cheese  for  George,  which  I  suppose 
may  be  on  board  one  of  those  ships,  as  I  hear  nothing  of 
them  from  any  yet  arrived.  This  instant  there  is  an 
account  of  the  *  Centurion '  lying  in  the  bay,  so  that  'tis 
possible  the  others  may  not  be  far  off. 

"  In  some  former  letters,  I  mentioned  the  civilities  that 
Generals  Howe  and  Clinton  were  pleased  to  shew  me, 
particularly  the  latter,  under  whose  command  I  had  more 
particularly  enlisted,  by  changing  to  the  Light  Infantry 
company.  He  is  now  ordered  on  some  expedition  (report 
says  to  the  southward) ;  he  takes  with  him  only  two  com- 
panies, one  of  which  is  mine,  granted,  as  I  am  told,  at  his 
own  particular  request.  The  men  have  been  on  board 
a  transport  for  some  days,  and  to-morrow  I  expect  to 
embark  on  board  the  '  Falcon'  (Captain  Linzee'^),  and  sail 

^  For  an  account  of  Brigadier  Prescott,  see  Appendix. 
Admiral  Molyneux  Shuldham,  afterwards  created  Baron  Shuld- 
ham, of  the  peerage  of  Ireland.     The  title  became  extinct  with  him. 
"  Mr.  Graves "  was  Admiral  Graves,  who  arrived  at  Boston  in  the 
"  Preston,"  of  60  guns,  on  July  i,  1774. 

''  Captain  John  Linzee,  R.N.,  married  Susanna,  daughter  of  Ralph 
Inman  of  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  and  only  sister  of  Lieut.  George 
Inman,  mentioned  on  page  129.     Captain  and  Mrs.  Linzee  were  the 
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immediately.  The  General  goes  in  the  'Mercury,'  but 
sends  me  in  the  other,  having  done  me  the  honour  of 
employing  me  in  a  matter  of  some  trust  and  importance, 
which  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  explain.  Diligence  and 
attention  shall  not  be  wanting  on  my  part  to  promote  the 
success  of  this  undertaking,  and  acquit  myself  of  my  small 
share  with  credit  to  myself,  and  satisfaction  to  my  com- 
manding officer. 

"The  applications  from  officers  to  go  upon  this  expe- 
dition are  innumerable  ;  not  one  in  the  garrison  who  does 
not  envy  my  situation.  Lord  Rawdon  ^  (who  is  very  much 
my  friend)  has,  with  some  difficulty,  obtained  leave  to  go 
as  an  extra  aide-de-camp.  We  promise  ourselves  we  shall 
have  a  pleasant  party,  and  perhaps  do  good  service. 
Boston  we  bid  adieu  to,  and  only  desire  to  hear  that 

"  Grass  may  grow  where  Troy  town  stood." 

Indeed,  it  is  fast  approaching  to  that  state;  for  every 
regiment  furnishes  a  constant  working  party  of  twenty 
men,  who  are  employed  in  pulling  down  houses,  and 
piling  the   wood   for   firing,    which   gives   us   hopes   that 

maternal  grandparents  of  the  historian  Prescott,  and  it  is  to  the  swords 
of  Captain  Linzee  and  Colonel  Prescott  in  the  historian's  library  that 
Thackeray  alludes  in  the  opening  chapters  of  his  novel  of  the  "  Vir- 
ginians." "  On  the  library  wall  of  one  of  the  foremost  writers  of 
America,  there  hang  two  crossed  swords  which  his  relatives  wore  in 
the  great  War  of  Independence.  The  one  sword  was  gallantly  drawn 
in  the  service  of  the  King,  the  other  was  the  weapon  of  a  brave  and 
honoured  republican  soldier.  The  possessor  of  the  harmless  trophy 
has  earned  for  himself  a  name  honoured  in  his  ancestor's  country  and 
his  own,  where  genius  such  as  his  has  always  a  peaceful  welcome." 

'  Then  a  lieutenant  of  the  grenadier  company  of  the  5th  Regiment. 
Became  afterwards  Earl  of  Moira  and  Marquis  of  Hastings.  He 
distinguished  himself  in  the  south  by  his  command  of  the  troops 
until  the  arrival  of  Lord  Cornwallis.  He  was  Governor- General 
of  India  for  nine  years.     He  died  at  Malta  in  1826, 
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in  a  short  time  this  hotbed  of  rebelHon  will  be  reduced 
to  a  very  narrow  compass. 

"The  theatre  flourishes  surprisingly,  and  has  brought 
forth  some  very  capital  performers.  We  were  most  ridi- 
culously interrupted  a  few  nights  ago,  just  as  they  were 
going  to  begin  *  The  Blockade  of  Boston,'  a  performance 
of  General  Burgoyne,  taking  off  the  figures  and  manner 
of  the  Yankee  soldiers,  and  by  all  accounts  a  very  laugh- 
able thing™.     The  'Busy  Body'  was  ended,  and  every  one 

"  "  It  was  about  the  same  time  that  a  large  assembly,  determined  to 
keep  their  spirits  up,  were  collected  to  enjoy  the  sport  of  a  farce,  said 
to  be  written  by  General  Burgoyne  (previous  to  his  Saratoga  expe- 
dition, of  course),  in  which  General  Washington,  now  commanding 
at  Cambridge,  as  the  hero,  was  dressed  in  an  uncouth  style,  with 
a  large  wig  and  long  rusty  sword,  attended  by  his  orderly  sergeant, 
in  his  country  dress,  having  on  his  shoulder  a  rusty  firelock,  7  or  8  feet 
long.  At  the  moment  this  figure  appeared  on  the  stage,  one  of  the 
regular  sergeants  came  running  on  behind  him,  who  threw  down  his 
bayonet,  and  shouted,  'The  Yankees  are  attacking  our  works  on 
Bunker  Hill !'  (This  was  after  the  battle.)  Some  of  the  audience 
considered  it  a  part  of  the  play,  but  were  undeceived  by  hearing 
General  Howe  cry  out,  '  Officers,  to  your  alarm  posts  !'  when  all  was 
confusion  and  dismay,  and  the  gay  congregation  dispersed  in  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye." — Traits  of  the  Tea  Party  {Boston),  being  a  Me- 
moir of  Geo.  R.  T.  Hawes,  p.  211. 

From  the  late  General  Martin  Hunter's  Journal : — "  During  the 
winter,  plays  were  acted  at  Boston  twice  a-week,  by  the  officers  and 
some  ladies.  A  farce  called  the  '  Blockade  of  Boston,'  written  by 
General  Burgoyne,  was  acted.  The  enemy  knew  the  night  it  was  to 
be  performed,  and  made  an  attack  on  the  mill  at  Charleston  at  the 
very  hour  the  farce  began ;  they  fired  some  shots,  and  surprised  and 
carried  off  a  sergeant's  guard.  We  instantly  turned  out,  and  manned 
the  works ;  and  a  shot  being  fired  by  one  of  our  advanced  sentries, 
a  firing  commenced  at  the  redoubt,  and  could  not  be  stopped  for  some 
time.  An  orderly  sergeant  standing  outside  the  play-house  door,  who 
heard  the  firing,  immediately  running  into  the  play-house,  got  upon 
the  stage,  crying  out, '  Turn  out  !  turn  out  !  they're  hard  at  it,  hammer 
and  tongs.'  The  whole  audience,  supposing  the  sergeant  was  acting 
a  part  in  the  farce,  loudly  applauded ;  and  there  was  such  a  noise,  he 
could  not  for  some  time  make  himself  heard.     When  the  applause 
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waiting  with  impatience  for  the  curtain  to  be  drawn  up, 
when  we  were  alarmed  with  the  report  of  firing  ;  upon 
which  we  all  turned  out,  went  to  our  respective  posts,  and 
cursed  the  Yankees  for  spoiling  our  entertainments.  A  few 
impertinent  fellows,  it  seems,  under  cover  of  the  night, 
stole  into  Charlestown,  and  set  fire  to  two  or  three  de- 
serted, half- demolished  houses;  upon  which  our  people 
fired  some  shots  at  them  from  the  works,  which  dis- 
turbed us,  and  obliged  us  fairly  to  raise  the  siege.  If 
that  was  their  intention,  they  deserve  some  credit  for 
tim.ing  it  so  well ;  'tis  probable  it  was,  for  they  cannot 
stand  ridicule. 

"  We  are  threatened  with  Sir  J.  Amherst "  ;  the  army  do 
not  like  it.  They  wish  to  remain  as  they  are  ;  but  if  it  is 
to  be,  I  shall  hope  for  your  good  word.  My  best  respects 
wait  on  Mrs.  Boscawen,  and  Captain  Leveson,  and  my 
friend  George.  His  old  school-fellow,  Barker,  will  this  day 
be  a  Captain  in  the  loth  Regiment. 

"Till  I  can  inform  you  where  I  am  to  be  found,  I  shall 
hope  to  receive  your  letters  directed,  as  usual,  to  Boston. 
"  I  am.  Madam, 

"  Your  ever  obliged, 

"  W.  G.  Evelyn." 

was  over,  he  again  cried  out,  'What  the  d 1  are  ye  about?     If  ye 

won't  beh'eve  me,  ye  need  only  go  to  the  door,  and  there  ye'll  hear  and 
see  both.'  If  the  enemy  intended  to  stop  the  farce,  they  certainly 
succeeded,  as  the  officers  immediately  left  the  play-house,  and  joined 
their  regiments." — Quoted  in  History  of  the  ^2]id  Regiment. 

"  In  February,  1775,  the  British  Government  determined  to  raise 
the  army  in  Boston  to  10,000  men,  and  supersede  General  Gage.  The 
service  was  offered  to  General  Jeffery  Amherst,  but  declined,  unless 
the  army  should  be  raised  to  20,000  men.  Sir  William  Howe  was 
then  appointed.  The  threatened  infliction  of  Sir  J.  Amherst  perhaps 
alludes  to  the  report  of  some  fresh  change  in  the  command  of  the 
troops.  Sir  J.  Amherst  was  a  Knight  of  the  Order  of  the  Bath,  and  was 
created  on  his  return  to  England  a  peer  of  the  realm,  as  Lord  Amherst. 
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LETTER   XIV. 

To  THE  Reverend  Doctor  Evelyn  (his  Father), 
Trim,  Ireland". 

^^  Boston,  /ammry  15///,  1776. 

"  My  dear  Sir, — I  have  delayed  writing  to  you  to  the 
last  moment,  that  I  might  be  able  to  inform  you  of  a 
circumstance  that  I  hope  will  give  you  pleasure.  I  have 
before  told  you  that  upon  two  or  three  little  occasions, 
I  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  recommend  myself  to 
the  notice  of  General  Clinton,  He  is  now  going  upon 
some  expedition  P  (common  fame  says  to  Virginia),  and 
takes  two  companies  of  Light  Infantry  to  attend  him. 
He  has  been  pleased  to  choose  mine  and  the  44th  ;  they 
are  already  on  board  a  transport,  and  I  expect  we  shall 
sail  to-morrow.  The  General  goes  in  the  *  Mercury,'  and 
has  ordered  me  on  board  the  '  Falcon '  sloop-of-war,  on 
a  private  expedition  of  consequence  and  trust,  and  which, 
from   the   discretionary  powers   given   to   me,   is    highly 

°  Dean  Evelyn  died  at  Dublin,  March,  1776. 

p  To  Carolina.  "The  expedition  to  the  Carolinas  never  met  the 
approval  of  Howe,  who  condemned  the  activity  of  the  southern 
governors,  and  would  have  them  avoid  all  disputes  till  New  York 
should  be  recovered.  When  Lord  Dunmore  learned  from  Clinton 
that  Cape  Fear  river  was  the  place  appointed  for  the  meeting  of 
the  seven  regiments  from  Ireland,  he  broke  out  into  angry  com- 
plaints, that  no  heed  had  been  paid  to  his  representations,  his 
sufferings,  and  his  efforts  ;  that  Virginia,  '  the  first  on  the  continent 
for  riches,  power  and  extent,'  was  neglected,  and  the  preference 
given  to  *a  poor  insignificant  colony'  where  there  were  no  pilots, 
nor  a  harbour  that  could  admit  half  the  fleet,  and  where  the  army, 
should  it  land,  must  wade  for  many  miles  through  a  sandy  pine 
barren,  before  it  could  reach  the  inhabited  part  of  the  country," — 
Bancroft. 
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honourable  and  flattering.  And  now  for  a  little  good 
fortune  at  setting  out !  It  shall  not  be  my  fault  if  I  do 
not  parvenir.  Lord  Rawdon  ^  goes  with  the  General, 
about  his  person  ;  he  is  very  much  distinguished  here 
as  a  most  promising  young  man  in  the  military  line, 
and  I  am  flattered  to  think  I  hold  some  place  in  his 
good  opinion.  If  from  your  acquaintance  with  Lord 
and  Lady  Moira  you  could  procure  me  any  further  re- 
commendations to  him,  I  should  be  much  obliged  to  you. 

"I  have  hardly  time  to  desire  to  be  recommended  to 
my  friends,  or  to  say  how  much 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  affectionate, 

"  W.  G.  Evelyn." 


LETTER    XV. 

To  THE  Honourable  Mrs.  Boscawen  •",  Colney  Hatch, 
Middlesex. 

^^  New  York  Island,  September  24///,  1776. 

"Dear  Madam, — Captain  Balfour ^  of  our  regiment, 
aide-de-camp  to  General  Howe,  has  promised  to  charge 

''  Lord  Rawdon,  afterwards  the  Earl  of  Moira,  died  at  Malta, 
in  1826. 

"■  For  Hon.  Mrs.  Boscawen,  see  Appendix. 

°  Captain  Nisbitt  Balfour,  of  the  4th  Foot,  was  one  of  the  exe- 
cutors of  Captain  Evelyn's  will.  He  commanded  the  "  Queen's 
Guards,"  sent  to  protect  the  loyalists  of  Marshfield,  Massachusetts, 
in  December,  1774,  by  General  Gage.  General  Gage's  return  of  the 
loss  at  Bunker's  Hill,  includes  Captain  Balfour  as  wounded.  He  was 
subsequently  stationed  at  New  York,  and  while  there  (see  Historical 
Magazine,  vol.  ii.  p.  183,  1858),  he  told  an  American  prisoner  (who 
had  known  Captain  Balfour  at  Marshfield),  "  that  he  came  out  of 
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himself  with  any  letter  I  may  have  to  send  to  England, 
and  should  I  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  him  before 
his  departure,  I  shall  enjoin  him  to  wait  upon  you  to 
give  you  any  information  you  may  be  desirous  of  hearing, 
of  our  situation  and  the  state  of  affairs  here.  He  carries 
home  the  accounts  of  our  getting  possession  of  New 
York,  which,  by  a  masterly  stroke  of  General  Howe^ 
was  effected  without  the  loss  of  a  man,  except  two  or 
three  Hessians,  who  were  killed  through  their  own  faults. 
From  the  time  of  our  driving  the  rebels  out  of  Long 
Island,  they  daily  expected  an  attack  upon  York,  and 
had  so  strengthened  themselves  with  batteries  and  breast- 
works, that  they  looked  upon  a  landing  as  impracticable. 
By  the  disposition  General  Howe  had  made  of  the  troops, 
they  were  deceived  as  to  the  place  where  he  intended 
to  make  his  attack.  On  the  night  of  the  14th,  the  boats 
were  sent  quietly  up  the  river  to  a  creek,  opposite  to 
which  five  men-of-war  were  stationed.  We  marched  at 
the  same  time,  and  embarked  in  the  morning.  We  rowed 
a  considerable  way  up  the  river,  higher  than  where  we 
were  to  land,  and  made  fast  the  boats  to  some  trans- 
ports till  the  whole  should  come  up,  by  which  the 
rebels  were  still  deceived,  and  drew  themselves  up  in 
their  works  to  receive  us.  On  a  certain  signal  we  all 
pushed  off  together,  and  at  the  same  instant  the  men- 
of-war  began  such  a  fire  as  nothing  could  withstand. 
The  Light  Lifantry,  in  the  headmost  boats,  gained  a  high 
and  steep  rock,  which  they  ascended,  and  secured  a  safe 

the  fight  at  Charleston  with  only  five  men  following  him,  while  he 
had  entered  it  with  a  full  company."  He  was  second  aide-de-camp 
to  General  Howe,  and  was  made  a  major  whilst  in  England,  Nov. 
19,  1776,  and  returned  to  the  seat  of  war  not  very  long  afterwards. 
He  was  made  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  commanded  at  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  in  1781. 

C  C 
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landing  for  the  rest  of  the  troops.  They  were  followed 
by  the  Grenadiers,  Hessians,  and  Artillery,  and  after- 
wards by  the  body  of  the  army.  The  rebels,  upon  the 
firing  of  the  ships  (which  is  not  to  be  described),  and 
upon  seeing  the  troops  gain  the  shore,  fled  in  the  greatest 
confusion.  Their  garrisons  in  New  York  abandoned  it 
with  the  utmost  precipitation,  leaving  their  forts,  their 
cannon,  and  a  quantity  of  military  stores,  and  that  even- 
ing a  brigade  of  ours  took  possession  of  the  town.  We 
advanced  two  or  three  miles,  the  rebels  retiring  before 
us,  till  they  left  us  the  ground  which  the  General  wished 
to  occupy,  which  is  a  strong  pass  between  the  north 
and  east  rivers,  about  seven  miles  from  New  York.  The 
rebels  are  on  the  opposite  hills,  and  extend  from  thence 
to  Kingsbridge,  burying  themselves  in  entrenchments,  in 
which  they  place  their  only  security.  The  taking  of  the 
island  and  town  of  New  York  without  any  loss,  though 
above  fifty  thousand  men  were  prepared  to  defend  them, 
must  be  considered  as  a  consummate  piece  of  generalship  ; 
and  the  execution  of  it,  between  the  amazing  fire  from 
the  shipping,  the  confusion  and  dismay  of  the  rebels, 
the  Light  Infantry  clambering  up  the  steep  and  just 
accessible  rocks,  the  water  covered  with  boats  full  of 
armed  men  pressing  eagerly  towards  the  shore,  was  cer- 
tainly one  of  the  grandest  and  most  sublime  scenes  ever 
exhibited.  This  easy  victory  was  not  sufificient  to  satisfy 
the  eagerness  and  impetuosity  of  our  men.  The  next  day, 
a  few  companies  of  Light  Infantry  were  prompted  to  at- 
tack a  party  of  the  rebels,  and  with  more  ardour  than  dis- 
cretion, pushed  them  to  their  very  lines,  where  they  were 
supported  by  their  cannon,  and  by  three  or  four  thousand 
men.  This  obliged  us  to  support  our  people,  and  brought 
on  a  skirmish,  in  which  we  had  nine  or  ten  men  killed,  a 
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few  officers  and  about  ninety  men  wounded,  and  [which] 
answered  no  other  end  than  to  prove  our  superiority  even 
in  their  beloved  woods,  as  the  ground  we  gained  we  did 
not  want,  but  went  back  at  night  to  that  we  had  left  in  the 
morning.  But  what  will  the  abettors  of  American  Re- 
bellion say,  when  they  hear  that  a  few  nights  after  their 
friends  had  abandoned  New  York,  the  emissaries  of  Gene- 
ral Washington,  or  those  left  in  the  town  ^  for  that  purpose, 
with  fanatic  rage  set  it  on  fire  in  three  places,  and  not- 
withstanding the  endeavours  of  the  troops  and  many  of 
the  inhabitants,  it  continued  to  burn  till  the  next  after- 
noon, by  which  one-third  of  that  beautiful  town  is  con- 
sumed. They  may  dignify  it  with  the  name  of  heroism 
and  virtue,  but  to  tis  it  will  ever  appear  the  excess  of 
villainy  even  in  the  virtuous  Mr.  Washington.  And  when 
the  conduct  of  our  General  toward  the  town  and  people 
of  Boston  is  compared  with  this  action,  it  must  strongly 
mark  the  different  characters  of  the  two  nations,  as  well 
as  of  the  individuals  who  are  the  actors  in  this  civil  war. 

"Since  the  skirmish  on  the  i6th,  nothing  worth  men- 
tioning has  happened,  except  that  yesterday  three  men- 
of-war  were  ordered  to  attack  a  battery  of  theirs  called 
Pauli's  Hook,  and  some  troops  were  at  the   same  time 

'  "  Mr.  David  Grim,  a  merchant  of  New  York,  who  saw  the  con- 
flagration, has  left  a  record  of  the  event.  He  says  the  fire  broke 
out  in  a  low  groggery,  a  wooden  building  on  the  wharf  near  White- 
hall Slip.  It  was  discovered  between  one  and  two  in  the  morning 
of  the  2 1  St  of  September.  The  wind  was  from  the  S.W.  But  few  in- 
habitants remained  in  the  city,  and  the  flames  spread  rapidly  for 
awhile  unchecked.  About  493  houses  out  of  4000  in  the  city  were 
consumed.  The  Tories  and  the  British  writers  of  the  day  attempted 
to  fix  the  crime  of  incendiarism  upon  the  Whigs,  but  could  not. 
It  was  well  known  that  the  fire  had  an  accidental  origin,  yet  British 
historians  continue  to  reproduce  the  libel." — From  Lossing^s  Field- 
Book  of  the  Revolutioft,  vol,  ii.  p.  819. 
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embarked  in  order  to  be  under  cover  of  their  fire.  Upon 
the  ships  appearing  before  the  work,  the  rebels  ran  away, 
and  our  men  are  now  in  possession  of  it.  Having  now 
cleared  all  the  little  obstacles  out  of  our  way,  we  expect 
that  another  grand  stroke  will  take  place  before  winter, 
which  will  not  only  clear  this  island  of  the  rebels,  but 
probably  disperse  the  great  numbers  they  have  collected  ; 
which,  once  done,  the  game  is  up,  for  they  never  will 
assemble  again,  many  of  them  being  compelled  to  serve, 
and  the  greater  part  of  them  heartily  sick  of  this  busi- 
ness, as  appears  by  their  crowding  in  to  us  every  day. 

"  One  of  their  Generals  (Sullivan),  who  was  taken  on 
the  27th,  got  permission  to  go  to  the  Congress,  to  ne- 
gotiate an  exchange  of  himself  for  General  Prescott  ^,  in 
consequence  of  which  General  Prescott  is  expected  in 
to-day.  After  Mr.  Sullivan  had  been  at  the  Congress, 
they  sent  three  deputies,  Adams,  Franklin,  and  Rutledge, 
to  treat  with  Lord  Howe  about  an  accommodation  ;  but  as 
they  set  out  with  '  the  Independent  States  of  America,' 
they  were  dismissed  without  listening  to  any  further 
insolence. 

"  I  must  acknowledge  that  I  have  received  a  letter 
from    my   friend    George'',  which    I    have   not  answered, 

"  General  Prescott  was  exchanged  for  General  Charles  Lee. 

^  The  only  surviving  son  of  Admiral  Boscawen.  Admiral  the 
Honourable  Edward  Boscawen,  third  son  of  the  first  Lord  Falmouth, 
was  born  in  Cornwall,  August  19,  171 1.  He  entered  the  Navy  at 
an  early  age,  and  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Captain  in  1737. 
In  1739  he  commanded  the  "  Shoreham,"  and  distinguished  himself 
at  the  taking  of  Porto  Bello.  He  was  returned  to  Parliament  for 
Truro  in  1741,  and  represented  that  borough  until  the  day  of  his 
death.  In  1742  he  married  Frances  Evelyn  Glanville.  He  com- 
manded the  "  Dreadnought,"  of  sixty  guns,  in  1744,  greatly  dis- 
tinguishing himself  in  the  years  1746  and  1747,  and  rose  rapidly  in 
the   service.      In    1751    he    became    a    Lord   of  the  Admiralty;   in 
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but  firmly  propose  it  when  I  have  sufficient  time  and 
paper.  When  Captain  Balfour  explains  to  him  our  situ- 
ation on  the  advanced  post  of  the  army,  he  will  excuse 
me  a  little  longer.  I  own  I  often  congratulate  myself 
that  he  is  not  with  me.  I  beg  to  be  remembered  to  him, 
and  to  present  my  best  respects  to  my  good  Mrs.  Leveson, 
and  the  House  of  Badminton  y. 

"  I  am,  my  dear  Madam,  with  the  highest  respect, 
"  Your  ever  obliged  and  humble  servant, 
"  W.  G.  Evelyn." 
♦ 

The  following  Letter  was  probably  the  last  received 
by  Mrs,  Evelyn  from  her  son.  The  Letter  is  much  worn 
and  soiled,  as  if  his  mother  had  often  recurred  to  it 
in  after  years.  In  a  few  places  it  is  difficult  to  de- 
cipher. 

1758  he  commanded  the  naval  forces  at  the  reduction  of  Louisburg 
and  St.  John.  On  his  return  to  England  he  received  the  thanks 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  was  made  a  Privy  Councillor.  He 
rendered  most  efficient  service  in  many  engagements  with  the  French 
during  the  years  1758  and  1760,  and  again  received  the  thanks  of 
Parliament.  He  died  January  10,  1761,  at  Hatchlands,  near  Guild- 
ford, Surrey,  and  was  buried  in  the  family  vault,  church  of  St.  Michael, 
Penkivel,  Cornwall,  near  Tregothnan,  the  seat  of  the  Falmouth  family. 
His  widow,  whose  published  letters  to  Mrs.  Delany  shew  her  to  have 
been  a  lady  of  great  refinement  and  considerable  literary  ability, 
erected  a  handsome  memorial  to  his  memory  in  the  church  of  St. 
Michael.  Horace  Walpole  styled  Admiral  Boscawen  "  the  most  ob- 
stinate of  an  obstinate  family ;"  but  Lord  Chatham,  who  must  have 
had  better  means  of  appreciating  his  character,  passed  this  hand- 
some eulogium  upon  him :  "  When  I  apply  to  other  officers  respect- 
ing any  expedition  I  may  chance  to  project,  they  always  raise  ob- 
jections and  difficulties  :  Boscawen  always  finds  expedients." 

y  Mrs.  Leveson's  younger  sister  Elizabeth  was  married  to  Henry, 
fifth  Duke  of  Beaufort,  and  resided  at  Badminton  House,  Glouces- 
tershire. 
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LETTER  XVI. 

To  Mrs.  Evelyn  (his  Mother),  Trim,  Ireland. 

Nau  York  Island,  Sept.  25//;,  1776, 

"  My  dear  Madam, — If  you  have  not  received  a  letter 
which  I  wrote  to  you  the  beginning  of  August,  by  a  ship 
bound  to  Cork,  you  will  be  at  a  loss  to  account  for  my 
being  so  long  silent.  In  that  letter  I  requested  you  would 
draw  upon  our  agents  (Adair  and  Bullock)  in  London  for 
£4.0  sterling,  which  I  have  in  their  hands,  and  which 
I  have  not  any  immediate  occasion  for.  If  you  have  not 
al[ready]  re[ceived]  it,  I  must  beg  that  you  will,  and  not 
deny  me  this  mark  of  your  confidence  in  my  disposition 
to  afford  you  every  assistance  in  my  power.  I  only  wish 
I  could  supply  all  your  wants  with  that  liberality  you 
have  ever  shewn  towards  me,  and  in  some  degree  make 
lighter  your  weight  of  affliction  ^,  which  is  almost  too 
heavy  for  you  to  bear.  What  I  can  do  to  alleviate 
it  shall  never  be  wanting,  and  your  own  piety  and  virtue 
will  support  you  under  it  with  fortitude  and  resignation. 
Since  my  last  letter  to  you,  we  have  had  an  action  with 
the  rebels,  in  which  we  totally  defeated  them,  with  great 
loss  on  their  parts  and  very  little  on  ours,  and  drove  them 
entirely  off  Long  Island.  The  part  of  the  army  in  which 
I  am  was  chiefly  engaged.  I  was  lucky  enough  to  come 
off  unhurt,  but  had  six  of  my  men  killed  and  wounded. 
Those  who  escaped  of  the  rebels  retired  to  New  York. 
On  the  1 5th  of  this  month,  we  attacked  that  island  in  our 
boats ;   and  notwithstanding   they  expected  our  coming, 

'  Alluding  to  the  death  of  his  father,  the  Very  Rev.  Dean  of  Emley, 
which  event  took  place  March  28,  1776,  at  Dublin,  about  six  months 
before  the  date  of  this  letter. 
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we  landed  under  cover  of  the  men-of-war,  without  losing 
a  man,  drove  the  rebels  in  great  confusion  to  the  further 
end  of  the  island,  and  now  keep  possession  of  York  and 
the  country  seven  miles  from  it.  A  few  nights  after  we 
took  it,  some  villains,  wh[o  lurked]  in  town  for  that  pur- 
pose, set  it  on  fire  in  several  places,  by  which  about 
one-third  of  it  was  consumed  ^  I  am  a  good  deal  at 
a  loss  how  to  direct  to  you,  but  shall  send  it,  as  the  last, 
to  Mr.  Reynolds,  at  Trim.  My  best  love  to  my  aunt. 
Be  assured  I  shall  omit  no  opportunity  of  writing  to  you, 
and  of  proving  how  truly 

"  I  am,  my  dear  Madam, 

"  Your  dutiful  and  affectionate  son, 
"  W.  G.  Evelyn." 

»  See  Note  to  Letter  XV.  "  In  the  lately-published  '  Campaign  of 
1776  around  New  York  and  Brooklyn,'  by  Henry  P.  Johnston  (3rd 
vol.  of  Long  Island  Historical  Society's  Memoirs),  the  following  ac- 
count is  given  of  the  capture  of  an  American  patroling  party  of  five 
officers,  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  August,  1776,  the  day  of  the 
battle  of  Long  Island:  'Captain  WiUiam  Evelyn,  "a  gallant  officer" 
of  the  4th  Infantry,  or  King's  Own,  and  a  descendant  of  the  eminent 
John  Evelyn,  of  England,  led  the  British  advance  this  night ;  and 
it  fell  to  his  fortune  to  surround  and  capture  all  five  American  officers, 
and  send  them  immediately  to  Clinton,  who  commanded  the  leading 
column.'  The  authority  for  this  statement  is  a  letter  from  the  Honble. 
Mrs.  Boscawen  to  Mrs.  Delany,  in  the  Autobiography  of  the  latter, 
dated  Oct.  17,  1776,  which  reads  :  'We  have  had  a  letter  from  Cap- 
tain Evelyn,  from  the  field  of  battle ;  he  was  in  y^  brigade  of  light 
infantry,  and  took  5  officers  prisoners,  who  were  sent  to  observe  our 
motions.'  Mr.  Johnston  attributes  the  overwhelming  defeat  of  our 
army  at  Long  Island  to  the  capture  of  this  party,  to  whom  Putnam 
and  Sullivan  looked  for  information  of  the  advance  of  the  British 
through  Jamaica  Pass.  Captain  Evelyn  was  mortally  wounded  at  the 
skirmish  at  Throg's  Neck,  on  the  i8th  of  October,  1776." — From  the 
Pennsylvania  Magazine  of  History  and  Biography y  No.  viii.  p.  473. 
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Copy  of  the  Will  of  Captain  William  Glanville 
Evelyn. 

'■'■  Boston  June  I'jth  1775. 

"As  all  Men  who  have  taken  upon  them  the  profession 
of  Arms,  hold  their  Lives  by  a  more  precarious  tenure  than 
any  other  Body  of  People ;  and  as  the  fatal  experience 
of  this  Day  shews  us  how  particularly  it  is  the  case  of 
those  who  are  engaged  in  war,  even  with  the  most  despi- 
cable Enemy,  I  think  it  the  Duty  of  every  Man  who  cares 
a  farthing  about  the  disposal  of  His  affairs,  to  declare  in 
what  manner  He  wishes  to  have  them  disposed  of:  and 
tho'  all  my  Worldly  Substance  is  worth  very  little,  yet  it 
is  my  desire  that  Peggie  Wright  "^  shall  inherit  everything 
I  leave  behind  me ;  paying  out  of  what  may  arise  from 
the  sale  of  such  things,  as  she  may  choose  to  sell,  &  little 
Debts  I  may  owe  in  this  country,  such  as  Higgs's  money, 
and  a  trifle  to  Mr.  Forrest  for  Linnen,  and  something 
we  owe  Him,  Beef,  &  Potatoes  and  five  Bushels  of  Oats. 
I  desire  her  also  to  pay  my  servant  Sturgess,  two  Guineas, 
which  Legacy  should  have  been  more  proportioned  to  what 
I  owe  him  for  his  attachment  &  fidelity  to  me,  but  that 
what  I  give  to  Him,  I  must  take  from  her.  If  he  should 
be  in  my  debt  upon  the  Books  I  desire  He  may  be  forgiven. 

"The  same  cause  prevents  me  from  taking  Notice  of 
some  of  my  Friends  in  the  Regiment  for  whom  I  have 
a  very  sincere  Esteem.  I  have  further  to  desire,  that 
if  my  Books   should   be   sold,  the  three  vol^.  of  Hudi- 

''  Peggie  Wright  was  a  servant  in  the  family  of  Dr.  WiUiam  Evelyn, 
between  whom  and  Captain  Evelyn  an  attachment  had  sprung  up, 
whilst  he  was  at  home  on  half-pay.  She  followed  him  to  Boston  ; 
and  when  the  British  evacuated  that  city,  she  went  with  Captain 
Evelyn  to  Halifax,  and  remained  there  after  his  departure  for  New 
York. 
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brass  in  French  and  English,  the  Legacy  of  my  amiable 
and  unfortunate  Friend  Joe  Kniglit,  may  be  resei-ved  and 
by  some  means  transmitted  to  my  Father.  Whatever 
Debts  I  may  owe  in  England  or  Ireland  are  very  trifling, 
only  to  Taylors  &  Shoemakers,  and  these  I  hope  my 
Father  will  be  so  good  as  to  discharge,  which  will  be  no 
great  addition  to  the  little  expence  I  have  ever  put 
him  to. 

"I  am  unacquainted  with  the  form  of  Wills,  but  this 
I  mean  to  be  my  last  will  &  Testament,  having  never 
made  any  other,  and  I  request  that  Captain  Balfour, 
Cap^  Cochrane,  Mr.  Champagne  or  any  of  them,  will  be 
kind  enough  to  see  the  intention  of  it  executed.  Given 
under  &  written  with  my  own  Hand,  at  Boston  Camp 
this  17th  day  of  June  1775. 

"  {Signed)  W.  G.  EvELYN, 
"  CapP\  4'^  Reg^r 


Memorandums. 


^^Staten  Is  land  Aug*.  20**  1776. 

"Upon  my  going  to  Carolina  in  January  last  I  left 
a  paper  with  Peggie  Wright  in  Boston  purporting  that 
in  case  of  my  Death  it  was  my  desire  she  should  become 
possessed  of  whatever  property  or  Effects  I  might  have 
in  America.  As  she  is  now  in  Halifax,  I  think  it  neces- 
sary to  leave  a  Memorandum  with  the  Regiment  to  the 
same  effect,  but  more  Explicit. 

"The  24^^  December  last  I  had  a  Ballance  in  the 
Agents'  hands  of  Forty  pounds,  some  shillings,  exclusive 
of  my  arrears  and  division  of  Non  Effective  Fund.     I  have 

Dd 
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in  a  Letter  authorized  my  Mother  to  draw  on  the  Agents 
for  the  Forty  pounds,  but  am  not  certain  if  she  will 
do  it.  My  pay,  arrears  &c.  from  that  time  to  this  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  Agents. 

"  From  the  Pay  Master  of  the  Regiment,  I  have  drawn 
on  account  of  my  Company,  up  to  the  24*  April  last 
about  Four  hundred  Dollars  or  £g^  „  6  „  8  which  by 
a  rough  calculation  is  near  their  Subsistance  to  that  time, 
leaving  as  much  in  his  hands,  as  we  supposed  would 
amount  to  their  Provision  Money.  There  is  now  in  his 
hands  upwards  of  Four  months'  pay  of  my  Company,  be- 
sides Augmentation  Money  and  the  Bounty  of  Eight 
Drafts,  and  one  Recruit  (Richardson)  whom  I  enlisted. 
He,  not  having  paid  anything,  upon  my  account  that 
I  know  of,  except  Nine  or  Ten  Pounds  to  M'".  Fish. 

"In  a  trunk  on  board  of  the  'Sovereign,'  Victualler 
(where  most  of  my  Baggage  is),  I  have  left  in  Gold,  Ten 
half  Johannes,  in  Silver  One  hundred  and  Forty-six  Dol- 
lars &  four  Crown  pieces.  The  accounts  of  my  Company 
are  settled  up  to  the  24^'^  of  June,  since  which  settle- 
ment they  have  received  a  good  deal  of  Money  &  ne- 
cessarys  from  me  which  are  not  charged,  there  is  how- 
ever a  Considerable  Ball<^^  due  to  them,  but  far  short 
of  what  I  have  a  demand  upon  the  Paymaster  for.  Of  the 
Money  in  my  Trunk  Twenty  Pounds  Sterling  is  due  to 
Capt".  Tallemacke,  of  the  'Scorpion,'  or  his  Agent  Mr. 
M^Knight,  for  a  Puncheon  of  Rum  which  I've  had  no 
opportunity  of  paying  for,  since  I  received  the  money, 
I  am  also  indebted  to  Cap^  Drummond  for  two  pieces 
of  Osnaburgh.     I  recollect  nothing  else. 

"  The  foregoing  being  a  General  Sketch  of  the  State  of 
my  affairs,  it  is  my  wish  that  in  Case  of  my  Death,  my 
^^ggsigQ  (of  which  there  is  a  considerable  heap,  such  as 
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it  is)  &  Effects  may  be  sold,  and  the  money  arising 
therefrom  as  well  as  all  debts  and  Balances  due  to  me 
may  be  paid  to  the  above  mentioned  Peggie  Wright, 
excepting  only  Five  Guineas  which  I  desire  may  be  paid 
to  my  Servant  Sturgess,  over  &  above  what  wages  I 
may  owe  him,  as  a  small  but  gratefuU  acknowledgement 
for  his  fidelity.  I  also  desire  that  he  may  have  all  my 
silver  Shoe  and  Knee  Buckles  &  my  Stock  Buckles,  and 
I  would  wish  to  recommend  him  to  some  good  Master 
as  Gov^  Martin  or  Lord  Rawdon,  who  might  be 
better  able  to  reward  his  services.  Whatever  money  of 
mine  may  be  in  the  Agents'  hands,  it's  my  desire  that 
it  may  be  paid  to  my  Mother,  thro'  the  hands  of 
Mrs.  Boscawen  or  Mrs.  Leveson  Gower,  first  paying  out 
of  it  Nine  pounds  one  shilling  to  M"".  Busher,  which  I 
owe  him  for  Cloth,  and  is  the  only  Debt  I  can  think  of, 
which  comes  within  my  ability  to  pay.  In  case  my 
Mother  should  not  be  alive,  or  through  any  other  Cause 
should  not  receive  this  Money,  I  desire  it  may  be  paid 
to  the  above  mentioned  Peggie  Wright.  I  would  wil- 
lingly give  some  of  my  acquaintances  tokens  of  the  very 
sincere  regard  &  esteem,  I  have  for  them,  but  if  I  left 
them  anything  I  must  take  so  much  from  her.  I  only 
beg  that  my  amiable  Friend  Captain  Knight  will  accept 
of  the  Ring  left  me  by  his  incomparable  and  dearly  be- 
loved Brother.     Given  under  my  Hand  at  Staten  Island, 

August  20^^  1776. 

*'  {SigTied)  W.  G.  Evelyn, 
"  Cap\  4^  RegK' 

"  I,  Joseph  Galloway  Esquire,  Superintendent  General  of 
the  City  of  Philadelphia  and  its  Environs,  do  hereby  Certifie 
unto  all,  whom  it  may  concern,  That  the  foregoing  Pages 
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Numbered  i,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  contain  true  and  exact  Copies 
of  the  Probate  taken  by  and  before  John  Potts  Esquire, 
of  the  last  Will  and  Codicil  of  William  Glanville  Evelyn, 
my  Certificate  respecting  the  Right  and  Power  of  the  said 
John  Pott's  Esquire,  to  take  such  Probate  before  him 
and  of  the  said  last  Will  and  Testament  and  Codicil  or 
addition  to  such  last  Will,  which  said  several  Copies  I 
have  carefully  examined  and  compared  with  the  respec- 
tive Originals.  Given  under  my  Hand  at  Philadelphia, 
this  Eighth  Day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1778. 

"J.  Galloway, 
"  Superintendent  GeneraV^ 

The  foregoing  Will  of  Captain  Evelyn's  is  a  careful 
transcript  of  a  certified  copy,  which  has  been  preserved 
through  all  the  changes  of  time  since  the  Revolution, 
and  was  originally  destined  to  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  Evelyn  family  in  Ireland.  It  never,  however, 
reached  their  hands,  and  its  existence  was  entirely  un- 
known to  the  family  in  England,  until  it  was  found  In  the 
valuable  collection  of  Mr.  Theodorus  Bailey  Myers,  of 
New  York,  who  has  generously  placed  a  copy  of  it  at 
my  disposal,  for  which  kind  courtesy  I  desire  to  express 
my  thanks  ^ 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  Probate  men- 
tioned above  by  Mr.  J.  Galloway,  of  Philadelphia,  has 
been  detached  from  the  above  Will,  and  lost. 


The  following  Letter  of  young  Ensign  Evelyn,  is  the 
only   one    that   has   been   preserved,   which   was   written 

"  Since  the  above  was  written,  Mr.  Myers  has  generously  given  the 
copy  of  the  above  will,  as  well  as  all  the  relics  he  has  collected  con- 
cerning the  Evelyn  family,  to  Mr.  Evelyn  of  Wotton. 
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during  the  seven  years'  war   in  Germany.      He  was   at 
that  time  about  nineteen  years  of  age. 

To  THE  Rev.  Mr.  Evelyn  (his  Father),  at  his  House  in 
White  Friars-street,  Dublin. 

"  Camp  at  House,  Hanover,  July  17,  1761. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  received  your  letter  about  a  fortnight 
ago,  since  which  time  I  have  not  had  the  least  oppor- 
tunity of  writing.  We  were  then  on  the  march.  I  have 
continued  moving  ever  since.  We  have  just  this  mo- 
ment returned  from  singing  Te  Deuvi  for  a  victory  ob- 
tained over  the  French  yesterday,  the  particulars  of  which 
I  do  not  know,  but  shall  refer  you  to  the  newspapers ; 
all  I  know  is,  that  Lord  Grantley's  corps,  consisting  of 
the  British  Grenadiers,  two  battalions  of  Highlanders, 
and  four  regiments  of  Infantry,  cannonaded  them  on 
the  left  from  four  in  the  morning  till  about  twelve. 
While  the  hereditary  Prince  with  his  corps  engaged  them 
on  the  right,  the  other  two  brigades  of  British,  of  which 
ours  is  one,  were  in  the  centre,  and  were  ordered  to 
line  the  hedges,  which  we  did,  but  the  French  being 
beat  back,  we  lay  very  quiet  and  did  not  fire  a  shot. 
In  the  morning  we  marched  back,  and  encamped  on 
the  ground  we  left  the  night  before.  The  Grenadiers  have 
taken  fifteen  pieces  of  cannon,  one  of  them  16  pounds, 
and  four  4-pounders.  We  have  not  yet  heard  how  many 
men  are  taken  or  killed  on  either  side.  In  your  letter 
you  are  pleased  to  give  me  a  great  deal  of  merit  to 
which  I  have  not  the  least  title,  as  my  preferment  was 
in  turn,  and  merely  owing  to  my  good  luck,  and  not 
to  any  particular  merit  of  mine.  I  enquired  for  Mr. 
ConoUy ;  he  came  over  to  this  country  a  volunteer.     He 
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was  never  attached  to  any  particular  regiment,  some- 
times with  a  regiment  of  Infantry,  sometimes  with  the 
Artillery.  At  length,  one  night  in  the  city  of  Osnaburg, 
being  in  company  with  some  Bombardiers  of  the  Ar- 
tillery, he  was  murdered.  This  is  the  account  I  have 
heard  of  him,  from  an  officer  who  knew  him.  I  shall  leave 
it  to  your  better  judgment  to  disclose  it  to  his  mother. 

"  The  post  is  going  out,  and  I  have  not  time  to  write 
as  much  as  I  could  wish,  but  I  shall  be  much  obliged 
to  you  if  you'll  send  me  a  little  money,  and  the  sooner 
the  better,  as  I  am  really  tired  of  walking  all  the  cam- 
paign, which  as  yet  has  been  very  severe.  By  writing 
to  our  agent,  Mr.  Richardson,  in  Downing-street,  West- 
minster, he  will  remit  any  sum  you  please  to  send.  Our 
paymaster  has  offered  to  give  me  any  money  I  should 
want,  but  I  did  not  choose  to  take  up  any  without  being 
certain  of  having  it  in  my  power  to  pay  him  again. 
Besides,  I  think  myself  too  much  in  debt  already,  as 
I  have  two  commissions  to  pay  for,  an  ensigncy  and 
lieutenancy.  My  first  ensigncy  I  have  paid  for,  but  on 
the  death  of  his  late  majesty,  we  all  got  new  commis- 
sions, which  I  have  to  pay  for,  besides  my  lieutenancy, 
which  will  come  to  between  nine  and  ten  pounds. 

"  The  man  waits  for  my  letter.     I  beg  my  respects  to 
all  friends,  my  duty  to  my  Mother,  and  love  to  John  ^. 
"  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  affectionate  Son, 

"  Wm.  Glanville  Evelyn." 

With  the  tender  and  touching  letter  of  September  25, 
1776,  to  his  mother,  the  correspondence  ended  by  the  pre- 

^  "  John"  was  his  younger  brother,  the  grandfather  of  the  present 
head  of  the  Evelyn  family,  at  Wotton. 
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mature  death  of  the  writer,  who,  it  may  be  observed,  is 
not  the  only  member  of  the  family  of  Evelyn  whose  for- 
tunes have  been  connected  with  America.  Very  early  in 
the  colonization  of  the  country,  Robert  Evelyn,  the  great- 
great -grand -uncle  of  Captain  Evelyn,  embarked  about 
the  year  1609  for  Virginia,  upon  a  voyage  of  adventure, 
and  was  followed  by  his  youngest  son,  Robert,  the  author 
of  the  "  Letters,  &c.,"  who  eventually  died  in  the  West 
Indies.  George,  the  elder  brother  of  Robert  the  younger, 
is  also  found  in  the  year  1637  in  Maryland,  assisting  his 
friend  Leonard  Calvert,  the  Governor,  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  colony.  More  recently,  William  Evelyn,  an 
officer  in  the  British  Army,  and  an  uncle  of  the  present 
possessor  of  Wotton,  lost  his  life  by  shipwreck  on  the  island 
of  Cape  Breton,  Canada,  22nd  of  October,  1805. 


Table  of  Descent  to  Illustrate  Captain 
Evelyn's  Letters. 

George  Evelyn,  of  Nuffield,  Surrey,  =  For  his  third  wife,  Frances,  daugh 


M.P.  for  Bletchingley,  died  1699; 
great  grandson  of  George  Evelyn, 
Esq.,  of  Wotton,  who  died  in  1603. 
He  married 


ter  of  Andrew  Bomhall,  Esq.,  of 
Stoke  Newington,  co.  Middlesex. 
Was  descended  from  an  ancient 
Bedfordshire  family. 


Richard      Eve- ^  Jane  Meade,  sis- 


lyn,born  1685, 
died  at  Dublin 
in  1751. 


ter  to  Alderman 
Thomas  Meade, 
Lord  Mayor  of 
Dubhn, . .  1758. 


Wm.  Evelyn : 
Glanville, 
changed  his 
name  to  Glan- 
ville, on  his 
marriage. 


William  Evelyn, : 
Rector  of  Trim, 
and  afterwards 
Dean  of  Emley, 
in  Ireland,  died 
at  Dublin, 
March 25, 1 776  : 
born  in  17 18, 


:  Margaret,  daughter  of 
Christopher  Cham- 
berlain, Esquire,  of 
Chamberlain  s  t  o  w  n, 
CO,  Meath,  Ireland, 
died  at  Dublin  in 
1789. 


Frances  - 
Evelyn, 
only 
child, 
married 
in  1742 
to 


:  Frances,  dau.  and 
heiress  of  William 
Glanville,  Esquire ; 
died  July  23,  1719, 
aged  22  years ;  bu- 
ried in  church  at 
Godstone. 

The  Hon.  Edward 
Boscawen,  Ad- 

miral of  the  Blue, 
R.N.,  died  Jan.  10, 
1761  :  born  in 
1711. 


Wm.  Glanville 
Evelyn,  eldest 
son ;  born  at 
Arklow,  CO. 
Wicklow,  Ire- 
land, in  1742 ; 
died  at  New 
York,  U.  S. 
Nov.  6,  1776. 


George  Evelyn, 
youngest  son ; 
buried  at  Port- 
glinone,  Ire- 
land, in  1756. 


John  Evelyn,  second  son, 
heir  to  his  brother  Wil- 
liam ;  born  at  Arklow, 
CO,  Wicklow,  Ireland, 
June  I,  1743 ;  died  at 
Wotton,  Surrey,  Nov. 
27,  1827.  He  was  the 
grandfather  of  the  pre- 
sent (1881)  head  of  the 
Evelyn  family,  W.  J. 
Evelyn,  Esq.,  of  Wot- 
ton House,  Surrey. 


Edward  Hugh, 
eldest  son ; 
born  Sept.  13, 
1744;  died  at 
"Spa,"  Ger- 
many, July  17, 
1774;  M.P. 
for  Truro ; 
buried  at  St. 
Michael's, 
Penkivel, 
Cornwall. 


Wm.  Glan- 
ville  Bos- 
cawen, se- 
cond son, 
died  in  the 
Island  of 
Jamaica, 
April  21, 
1769,  a 
lieutenant 
in  the  Bri- 
tish Navy. 


George  Evelyn  Boscawen, 
third  son,  became  third 
Lord  Falmouth  ;  born 
May  6,  1758;  died  Feb. 
1808  ;  buried  at  St.  Mi- 
chael's, Penkivel,  Corn- 
wall. 


Frances,  married 
Admiral  the 
Hon.  John  Le- 
veson-Gower, 
brother  to  first 
Marquis  of  Staf- 
ford. 


Elizabeth  Boscawen,  married  Henry, 
fifth  Duke  of  Beaufort. 
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1776— 1777. 


\l^ILLIAM  HARCOURT,  second  son  of  Earl 
Harcourt,  was  born  on  the  20th  of  March, 
1743.  He  entered  the  army  in  1759,  as  an  ensign 
in  the  foot  guards.  He  embarked  for  America  with 
the  17th  Regiment  of  Light  Horse  under  his  com- 
mand, and  arrived  in  New  York  in  the  first  week 
in  October,  1776,  where  he  soon  actively  engaged 
in  service;  and  on  December  13,  1776,  captured 
General  Charles  Lee,  and  brought  him  into  the 
British  lines.  Returning  to  England  at  the  end  of 
the  year  1777,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  King's 
aides-de-camp.  In  1 782  he  was  raised  to  the  rank 
of  Major-General,  of  Lieutenant-General  in  1783, 
and  in  the  following  year  succeeded  to  the  com- 
mand of  part  of  the  British  forces  in  Holland.  In 
1798,  in  which  year  he  was  made  a  Groom  of  the 
royal  Bed-chamber,  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
General;  and  in  1809  succeeded  his  brother  in  the 
title,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Peers.  On 
the  accession  of  George  IV.  he  was  made  a  Knight 
Grand  Cross  of  the   Bath,   and  carried   the  union 
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Standard  at  the  coronation  of  that  monarch  ;  shortly 
after  which  event  he  was  created  a  Field  Marshal. 
Previously  to  this  he  had  been  Governor  of  Hull, 
and  he  subsequently  became  Governor  of  Plymouth. 
He  was  also  the  first  Governor  of  the  Royal  Military 
College  at  Sandhurst,  and  was  for  some  time  Lieu- 
tenant of  Windsor  forest.  He  was  much  respected 
by  George  HI.  and  his  queen,  with  whom  he  lived 
on  terms  of  close  intimacy.  He  died  in  1827.  He 
married  %  Sept.  21,  1778,  Mrs.  Lockhart,  widow 
of  Thomas  Lockhart,  of  Craig-house  in  Scotland, 
and  eldest  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Wm.  Danby,  D.D. 
At  his  death  the  Earldom  of  Harcourt  became 
extinct. 

A  family  connection  existed  between  the  Har- 
courts  and  the  Evelyns  of  Wotton,  Surrey ;  Eliza- 
beth, the  grand-daughter  of  John  Evelyn  (author  of 
•*  Sylva"),  having,  July  21,  1709,  married  the  Hon. 
Simon,  son  of  Lord  Chancellor  Harcourt.  The 
Rev.  Wm.  Evelyn,  Vicar  of  Trim,  Ireland,  was  pri- 
vate chaplain  to  Earl  Harcourt  (Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland),  who,  in  1775,  had  also  made  him  Dean 
of  Emley  and  Chancellor  of  Dromore,  both  ecclesi- 
astical appointments  in  his  gift. 

"  Extract  from  a  letter  of  Horace  Walpole  (Strawberry-hill,  Sept. 
17,  1778)  to  Earl  Harcourt:  "I  must  not  omit  my  compliments  on 
Col.  Harcourt's  marriage,  and  yet  it  is  not  with  perfect  cordiality.  It 
is  not  thence  I  wish  for  a  Lord  Nuneham.  Pray  forgive  me  ;  in 
friendship  I  am  a  Tory,  and  love  the  right  line,  though  I  desire  the 
House  of  Harcourt  may  reach  to  the  end  of  the  world,  as  it  has 
reached  from  the  beginning." 
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The  capture  of  Gen.  Lee  by  Lieut. -Colonel  Wm. 
Harcourt^  (on  Dec.  13,  1776)  was  a  great  event 
at  the  time,  as  the  former  was  looked  upon  by  many 
as  second  only  to  Washington,  and  called  the 
"  Palladium  of  American  liberty." 

It  is  stated  that  Col.  Harcourt,  before  he  left 
England,  expressed  hopes  that  he  should  take 
General  Lee.  He  arrived  in  New  York  in  the  first 
week  in  October,  1776'',  in  the  "Lapwing,"  which 
had  several  transports  under  convoy,  having  on 
board  the  17th  Regiment  of  Light  Horse  under 
his  command. 

Col.  Harcourt  (Dec.  13,  1776)  was  out  on  a  re- 
connoitring expedition  with  about  thirty  Light  Dra- 
goons.  He  had  passed  the  picket  of  the  Provincials, 

••  From  the  appearance  of  the  following  extract  in  the  "  New  York 
Gazette,"  of  Jan.  i6,  1777,  it  would  seem  that  it  was  suspected  at 
the  time  that  Lee  had  been  treacherously  betrayed ;  but  it  is  now 
believed  that  the  English  account  given  above  (which  substantially 
agrees  with  Bancroft  and  Lossing)  is  the  correct  version  of  the  way 
in  which  Lee's  place  of  retreat  was  discovered  by  Col.  Harcourt. 

The  "New  York  Gazette"  of  July  16,  1777,  contains  an  account  of 
the  taking  of  General  Lee,  as  published  by  order  of  Congress,  the 
principal  passages  of  which  have  been  already  mentioned,  to  which 
the  following  is  added  : — "  Intelligence  of  General  Lee's  unguarded 
situation  was  given  to  the  enemy  the  day  before  by  an  inhabitant 
of  Baskenridge,  personally  known  to  the  General,  and  who,  under 
great  professions  of  friendship  for  the  American  cause,  Avas  at  heart 
the  greatest  deceiver  that  ever  existed.  This  Judas  rode  all  the  pre- 
ceding night  to  carry  the  intelligence,  and  served  as  a  pilot  to  con- 
duct the  enemy,  and  came  personally  with  them  to  the  house  where 
the  General  was  taken." 

•=  About  a  month  before  the  death  of  Capt.  Evelyn,  who  was 
wounded  Oct.  18,  1776,  and  carried  to  New  York,  where  he  died, 
Nov.  6,  1776. 
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of  one  hundred  men,  who  did  not  turn  out,  sup- 
posing a  larger  body  of  the  British  troops  near. 
He  soon  observed  a  man  on  foot  going  with  great 
expedition,  whom  he  imagined  to  be  a  spy,  and  had 
him  secured.  On  searching  him,  a  letter  was  found, 
the  wafer  not  dry,  directed  to  General  Washington 
from  General  Lee.  The  man  was  informed  if  he 
did  not  immediately  conduct  them  to  the  house 
where  the  gentleman  was  who  gave  him  the  letter, 
immediate  death  would  be  his  lot.  He  complied, 
the  house  (which  was  about  three  miles  from  the 
Provincial  army)  was  surrounded,  and  General  Lee 
on  hearing  the  firing,  ran  to  the  door  with  two 
French  officers,  one  of  whom,  having  exclaimed, 
"  we  are  taken,"  raised  his  fusee  to  take  aim  at  Col. 
Harcourt,  which  he  observing,  stooped  his  head, 
and  the  shot  carried  away  the  ribbon  of  his  hair, 
wounding  him  slightly.  The  Frenchman  was  dis- 
patched by  the  Dragoons.  An  officer,  in  a  letter 
dated  from  New  York,  Dec.  21,  1776,  states,  that 
when  Col.  Harcourt  approached  the  house''  with  his 
men,  "  they  received  a  fire  from  a  guard  that  was  in 
an  outhouse,  the  two  sentinels  were  killed,  with 
several  others  (one  account  says  seven   or  eight), 


^  This  statement  differs  from  that  of  General  James  Wilkinson, 
who  was  in  the  house  at  the  time.  In  his  memoir,  he  says,  that 
as  the  morning  was  cold,  the  guard  had  left  their  arms  for  a  few 
moments,  and  were  sunning  themselves  a  little  distance  away.  Col. 
Harcourt  wrote  to  his  father,  that  he  captured  Lee  without  the  loss  of 
a  single  man,  and  after  some  fire,  retreated  by  another  road. 


LIEUT.-COL.  WILLIAM    HARCOURT.  213 

without  any  loss  on  our  side."  Lee's  behaviour 
was  dastardly  to  the  last.  He  got  up  into  a  corner, 
delivered  his  sword,  and  said  he  hoped  his  life  was 
safe^  and  that  it  was  terrible  to  be  thus  taken, 
when  he  had  so  many  glorious  schemes  in  hand. 
Col.  Harcourt  told  him  he  would  be  well  used. 
"  By  you,  I  may  say  (says  Lee),  but  what  am  I  to 
expect  from  the  Howes  ?"  General  Lee  was  seized 
and  led  to  the  door,  bareheaded ;  when  he  asked 
much  to  be  allowed  to  go  upstairs  for  his  hat,  but 
Col.  Harcourt  replied,  "  No,  Mr.  Lee,  you  can  take 
a  ride  for  once  without  your  hat !"  He  was  bound 
upon  the  horse  of  a  guide,  both  legs  and  arms  being 
well  pinioned,  and  galloped  off  with  such  speed, 
that  they  went  twenty  miles  in  an  hour  and  a  quar- 
ter. "Only  four  minutes  (Bancroft  says)  had  elapsed, 
from  the  time  of  this  surrounding  of  the  house,  be- 
fore they  started  off  on  their  return  V  Lee  did  not 
complain  to  the  Colonel,  but  told  him,  for  several 
miles  he  was  not  yet  sure  of  his  prey  :  but  finding 
no  rescue,  which  he  expected  as  they  passed  almost 
through  his  out-parties,  his  spirits  failed  him,  and 
he  became  sullen.  For  the  first  twenty-four  hours 
he  was  defiant  and  (as  English  accounts  say)  inso- 

*  "  I  do  not  know  what  lengths  people  may  be  disposed  to  proceed 
to  on  your  side  of  the  Atlantic ;  but  in  my  own  opinion,  his  life 
(Lee's),  about  which  he  is  at  least  as  anxious  as  one  could  imagine 
him,  is  effectually  secured  by  the  threats  of  retaliation." 

Extract  from  a  letter  from  Col.  Harcourt,  to  his  brother  Lord  Nune- 
ham,  dated  i8th  of  March,  1777,  from  Brunswick. 

'  Also  see  Appendix. 
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lent,  and  complained  bitterly  to  Gen.  Howe  of  the 
bad  usage  he  met  with.  Gen.  Howe  replied  by 
a  card,  which  was  addressed  to  him  as  Col.  Lee, 
the  rank  which  he  held  in  the  English  army  before 
his  defection.  He  seemed  much  depressed  after  the 
receipt  of  this  card^.  He  was  taken  eventually  to 
Brunswick,  and  placed  under  a  Captain's  guard  with 
two  subalterns.  He  sent  to  Gen.  Grant  for  money, 
but  was  refused,  on  the  plea  that  he  did  not  lack 
necessaries.  He  was  very  meanly  dressed,  and 
sent  for  a  tailor  to  mend  his  clothes,  "but  not  a 
man  in  the  regiment,"  one  of  its  officers  writes, 
"would  work  for  so  great  a  rascal  (as  the  gentle- 
men tailors  called  him)."  The  other  Frenchman 
(Gayault),  who  had  been  with  Lee  only  two  days, 
as  his  aide-de-camp,  and  who,  in  endeavouring  to 
escape  into  the  woods,  was  captured,  was  to  be  one 
of  their  Colonels,  but  he  had  not  yet  received  his 
commission.  Col.  Harcourt  met  a  Yorkshireman 
who  was  acquainted  with  the  country,  and  had  him 

«  The  letter  purporting  to  have  been  written  by  General  Lee  a  few 
days  after  his  capture,  referred  to  by  Mr.  Bancroft,  in  vol.  ix.  p.  211, 
of  his  History  of  the  U.S.,  had  considerable  publicity  given  to  it  in 
England.  It  appeared  (amongst  other  papers)  in  the  London  "  Morn- 
ing Post  and  Daily  Advertiser"  of  Feb.  19,  1777,  but  in  the  next  issue 
was  inserted  the  following  : — "  The  letter  laid  before  the  publick  as 

if  written  by  General  Lee  to  Capt.  K y  is  suspected  to  be  an 

imposition,  as  by  comparing  it  with  a  speech  attributed  to  Caractacus 
when  before  Claudius,  may  more  evidently  appear."  Two  more  let- 
ters were  also  pubhshed  in  the  Dublin  "  Freeman's  Journal"  of  the 
year  1777,  as  written  by  General  Lee,  both  shewing  very  unmistake- 
ably  that  they  were  fabrications. 
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for  a  guide.  He  ordered  the  Frenchman  to  get  up 
behind  him,  but  he  being  not  so  alert  as  the  York- 
shireman  wished,  he  struck  him  on  the  head  with 
his  pistol,  which  so  offended  him,  that  he  has  not 
been  in  temper  since  ;  the  indignity  of  being  struck 
by  a  peasant  is  too  mortifying  for  him,  yet  this  fel- 
low in  his  own  country  had  not  the  rank  of  a  gentle- 
man. Another  account  states  that  Monsieur  Gayault 
had  been  a  Colonel  in  France.  An  English  officer 
who  had  been  acquainted  with  Gayault,  says  in 
a  letter,  "  I  saw  Mr.  Gayault,  the  Frenchman  who 
was  taken  prisoner  with  Gen.  Lee,  at  Brunswick,  on 
his  arrival  with  him.  I  provided  him  with  quarters, 
where  he  was  taken  good  care  of,  and  supplied  him 
with  necessaries,  and  he  was  at  liberty  to  walk 
about.  Mr.  Gayault  informed  me,  that  he  was  only 
two  days  with  Gen.  Lee,  as  aide-de-camp.  That 
when  he  heard  the  firing  of  the  Light  Dragoons,  he 
ran  out  hastily,  and  was  taken  prisoner." 

When  Gen.   Lee   was    brought   into   the   British 
camp, 

"he  demanded  to  be  received  under  the  proclamation; 
but  on  being  refused  the  benefit  thereof,  and  told  that 
he  would  be  tried  as  a  deserter  ^,  he  flew  into  a  most  un- 

^  Extract  from  a  letter  from  New  York,  in  the  London  "  Morning 
Post"  of  March  5,  1777  : — "Orders  are  gone  for  his  trial  (Lee's)  by 
court-martial,  of  which  General  Matthews  is  to  be  president,  for 
desertion.  From  which  accusation,  however,  it  is  generally  thought 
he  will  be  acquitted  ;  in  which  case  he  will  be  sent  home,  to  be  tried 
after  the  war  is  over,  from  which  he  will  have  very  little  hope  of 
escape." 
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bounded  rage,  and  exclaimed  against  the  repeated  acts 
of  false  faith  and  treachery  which  had  reduced  him  to  his 
present  situation." 

A  letter  from  New  York  to  the  writer's  friend 
in  Ireland,  dated  January  2,  1777,  says  : — 

"Yesterday,  Gen.  Lee  and  Col.  Robert  Livingstone 
were  brought  to  town  from  the  Jerseys,  and  confined  in 
the  old  city  hall.  They  were  taken  in  the  house  of  Cap- 
tain Richards,  (Bancroft  and  Lossing  say  at  Mrs.  White's 
inn  at  Baskingridge),  about  a  mile  from  Trenton.  I  went 
this  morning  to  the  city  hall  to  see  my  relation,  poor 
Livingstone,  but  it  made  my  heart  ache  to  see  him  weep 
and  lament.  He  said  he  would  have  made  his  peace  agree- 
able to  the  commissioners'  proclamation  some  time  ago, 
but  Gen.  Lee  advised  him  to  keep  his  hands  clear  of  it,  as 
it  was  only  a  trap  to  kidnap  people." 

A  paragraph  in  a  newspaper  of  that  period  says, — 

"  that  it  is  said  that  General  Lee  brooks  his  confinement 
very  ill,  and  frequently  behaves  as  if  he  was  not  in  his 
perfect  mind  \" 

Another  account  states  that  on  the  20th  of  April, 
1777  — 

"  I  find  that  General  Lee  is  confined  in  a  very  decent  room 
in  the  guard-house,  contiguous  to  which  is  a  small  room 
in  which  he  sleeps  ;  is  accompanied  by  the  officers  that 
are  on   guard   over  him,  with  whom  he  freely  converses, 

'  Extract  from  a  letter  from  New  York  to  General  F.  Haldimand 
in  England,  January  20,  1777: — "Lee  is  here,  and  has  been  visited 
by  General  Robertson  and  some  more  principal  people  ;  he  is  cheerful, 
and  talks  a  good  deal  of  his  travels  through  Europe,  but  never  touches 
on  American  Politics." 
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but  never  on  the  subject  of  the  disputes  with  the  Colonies. 
He  is  allowed  all  necessaries  that  are  requisite,  and 
amongst  others,  a  bottle  of  wine  per  diem.  He  is  very 
careless  in  his  apparel,  and  generally  wears  a  brown  short 
coat,  or  rather  jacket."  It  was  currently  reported  then  that 
a  "  Lieutenant-General  "^  (second  in  command  to  Lee),  his 
aide-de-camp,  an  engineer  and  two  sergeants,  all  French- 
men, Avho  were  taken  at  the  same  time  with  Lee,  were 
prisoners  (Feb.  1777),  on  board  the  'Inflexible'  man-of- 
war,  at  the  Nore." 

After  the  capture  of  Lee,  General  Washington 
sent  a  formal  message  to  General  Howe  demand- 
ing General  Lee,  and  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
cartel,  offering  Col.  Campbell  and  three  other 
Colonels  (prisoners)  for  him.  General  Howe  re- 
fused to  exchange  General  Lee  upon  any  terms, 
upon  which  General  Washington  ordered  the  four 
Colonels  to  be  sent  to  prison. 

Col.  Harcourt  having  applied  for  leave  of  absence 
to  return  to  England,  it  was  intended  that  General 
Lee  should  have  been  taken  over  with  him,  if  the 
current  rumour  is  to  be  believed ;  and  it  is  stated 
that  he  was  put  upon  board  a  vessel  three  several 
times  in  New  York,  in  order  to  be  brought  to  Eng- 
land, and  the  ship  was  absolutely  (so  the  story 
runs)  under  sail,  when  Washington's  second  letter 
to  General  Howe  arrived  in  New  York,  offering 
to   exchange   General    Prescott   for   General    Lee'. 

''  Col.  Harcourt  says  he  was  a  French  Lieutenant-Colonel. 
'  Extracts  from  Captain  Montresor's  MS.  Journal,     "  Philadelphia, 
March  25"',  1778,  arrived  Commissary  Loring  with  General  Lee  from 

Ff 
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His  exchange  was  finally  effected,  and  General 
Lee  was  released. 

The  capture  of  General  Lee,  when  it  was  known 
in  England,  raised  great  hopes  there  of  an  early- 
termination  of  the  war.  There  was  great  rejoicing 
throughout  the  country"",  by  those  who  sided  with 
the  Ministerial  views  of  the  necessity  of  coercion. 

"Upon  Earl  Harcourt's  going  to  the  King's  levee 
(March  i,  1777),  after  the  news  of  General  Lee's  being 
taken,  the  King  came  eagerly  up  to  him, — '  Oh  !  my  lord, 
your  son  has  behaved  with  the  utmost  gallantry ;  it  gives 
me  the  utmost  pleasure,  and  I  doubt  not  it  does  the  same 
to  you,'  which  pleased  his  lordship  not  a  little.  His  Ma- 
jesty added,  '  I  shall  take  care  of  Colonel  Harcourt ;  leave 
his  fortune  to  me.'  " 

Earl  Harcourt  resigned  his  post  in  Ireland  early 
in   1777,  and  retired  to  his  seat  at  Nuneham  Park. 

New  York."  April  3'''',  "  General  Lee  had  this  morning  an  interview 
with  Sir  WilHam  Howe."  April  5"",  "  This  morning  General  Charles 
Lee  in  the  rebel  service  left  this  city  on  his  Parole." 

™  An  example  is  here  selected  out  of  many  others,  to  illustrate  the 
manner  by  which,  in  one  little  village,  it  was  proposed  that  the  popular 
joy  should  be  evinced. 

The  following  advertisement  was  stuck  in  the  market-place  at 
Tring,  in  Hertfordshire,  on  Friday  last : — 

''Feb.  13,  1777. 

"  This  is  to  give  Notis  that  Thursday  next  will  be  helld  as  a  day  of 
regoicin  in  commemoration  of  the  takin  of  General  Lee,  when  their 
wil  be  a  sermint  preached,  and  other  public  demonstrascions  of  joye, 
after  which  will  bee  an  nox  roasted  whole  &  everery  mark  of  fes- 
tivety  &  bell  ringing  imagenable,  vvhith  a  ball  &  cock  filing  at  night 
in  the  hassembly  room  at  the  black  Lyone. 

"James  Clinch, 

"Parish  Clerk  and  Oyer." 
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He  was  accidently  drowned  by  falling  into  a  well 
in  his  own  park  ". 

On  more  than  one  occasion  during  the  war  in 
America,  Colonel  Harcourt  was  indebted  to  the 
thoroughbred  horse  he  rode  for  the  preservation 
of  his  life.  Once  during  the  operations  around 
Trenton,  he  was  out  on  a  scouting  party,  and  sud- 
denly came  upon  a  strong  force  of  Provincials. 
He  put  his  horse  at  a  high  fence,  but  not  being 
able  to  quite  clear  it,  would  have  tumbled,  had 
not  the  top  rail,  being  a  little  decayed,  given  way, 
and  let  them  over.  A  long  distance  was  soon 
placed  between  the  pursuers  and  the  pursued,  for 
Col.  Harcourt's  horse  was  remarkably  fleet.  This 
horse,  it  is  said,  lived  to  the  extraordinary  age 
of  fifty   years  °.      The  late    Mr.   G.    P.   R.   James, 

"  Sept.  16,  1777  :  "This  day,  at  his  seat  at  Nuneham,  Oxfordshire, 
the  body  of  Earl  Harcourt  was  found  dead  in  a  narrow  well  in  his 
park,  with  the  head  downwards,  and  nothing  appearing  above  water 
but  the  feet  and  legs.  It  is  imagined  this  melancholy  accident  was 
occasioned  by  his  over-reaching  himself  in  endeavouring  to  save  the 
life  of  a  favourite  dog,  who  was  found  in  the  well  with  him,  standing 
on  his  Lordship's  feet.  His  hat  and  right-hand  glove  lay  beside  the 
well.  Every  possible  method  for  the  recovery  of  drowned  persons 
was  made  use  of  for  three  several  times,  but  unfortunately  without 
effect." 

°  In  a  letter  from  Col.  Harcourt  to  his  father,  dated  i8th  of  June, 
1777,  from  Brunswick,  he  says  : — "Your  little  bay,  high-mettled  and 
shy  as  he  is,  at  other  times  is  perfectly  quiet  in  fire,  and  is  stout 
to  a  degree.  The  day  I  took  General  Lee,  we  marched  near  seventy 
miles,  and  he  seemed  as  fresh  the  last  moment  as  when  I  first 
mounted  him."     In  a  previons  letter  to  his  father.  Earl  Harcourt, 

he  writes,  May  31,  1777, — "I    send  you   enclosed  a  copy  of  's 

approbation  of  my  conduct  upon  the  occasion  of  my  making  General 
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the  novelist,  who  resided  in  Richmond,  Virginia, 
as  British  Consul  for  several  years,  told  a  friend 
of  Mr.  B.  J.  Lossing's,  in  185 1,  that  he  possessed 
a  drawing  of  Col.  Harcourt,  and  of  the  horse 
that  he  rode  on  the  occasion  of  Lee's  capture. 

George  III.  was  faithful  to  his  promise  of  taking 
care  of  the  future  fortune  of  Col.  Harcourt,  who,  on 
his  return  to  England,  was  invested  from  time  to 
time  with  honours,  was  frequently  at  court,  and 
lived  on  terms  of  close  intimacy  with  both  the  King 
and  Queen.  For  the  capture  of  Lee,  he  received 
the  thanks  of  Parliament,  which  document  is  still  in 
the  possession  of  the  present  head  of  the  family  of 
Harcourt.  In  1783  he  was  raised  to  the  rank  of 
Lieutenant-General,  and  in  the  following  year  had 
the  command  of  part  of  the  British  forces  in  Hol- 
land. In  1809  he  succeeded  to  his  title  on  the  death 
of  his  elder  brother,  and  shortly  after  the  coronation 
of  Georofe  IV.  was  created  a  Field- Marshal. 

Lee  a  prisoner.  Had  I  not  lived  quite  so  long  about  a  Court,  my 
vanity  might  have  been  gratified  with  the  praises  which  have  been 
lavished  upon  me  ;  but  when  I  recollect  that  the  most  eminent  ser- 
vices of  others  have  passed  unrewarded,  I  cannot  form  great  ex- 
pectations from  an  event  in  which  fortune  had  so  considerable  a 
share  ;  with  respect  to  rank,  having  failed  in  my  wishes  of  obtaining 
it  in  the  only  manner  that  could  have  made  it  an  object,  I  confess 
I  am  much  better  pleased  with  remaining  in  my  present  situation 
than  if  I  had  obtained  a  Brevet  in  a  numerous  promotion,"  and  then 
he  asks  his  father  about  the  propriety  of  obtaining  leave  to  return 
to  England.  His  last  letter  to  his  father  is  dated  29th  of  November, 
1777,  from  Philadelphia.  He  was  present  at  the  battle  of  German- 
town,  and  engaged  in  the  various  operations  around  Philadelphia 
and  in  New  Jersey,  before  his  return  to  England. 
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Col.  Harcourt  fully  merited  all  the  rewards  he 
received  from  his  sovereign  ;  for  "  he  was  a  brave 
soldier,  and  was  as  staunch  a  supporter  of  govern- 
ment in  the  senate,  as  he  had  been  in  the  field." 
He  married  in  1778,  but  left  no  issue,  and  the 
Harcourt  property  passed  through  a  female  line 
to  the  present  possessor,  Col.  Edward  William  Har- 
court, M.P.,  of  Nuneham  Park,  Abingdon,  and  of 
Stanton  Harcourt,  Oxon. 

At  an  early  period  of  his  military  career.  General 
Lee,  whilst  stationed  at  Schenectady,  had  much  in- 
tercourse with  the  Mohawk  Indians,  who  surrounded 
that  post,  and  who  became  so  fond  of  him,  that 
they  adopted  him  into  their  tribe  under  the  name 
of  Ounewaterika,  or  Boiling-water.  This  soubriquet 
was  particularly  appropriate  to  Lee's  character,  for 
he  was  the  very  incarnation  of  feverish  and  restless 
energy.  He  was  once  in  the  service  of  the  King  of 
Portugal,  and  the  following  paragraph  will  shew  the 
estimate  formed  of  his  character  : — ■ 

"  'Tis  said  that  the  King  of  Portugal  left  legacies  to  all 
the  foreign  officers  as  low  as  Colonels,  who  served  with 
him  during  the  war,  except  Col.  Lee,  (now  in  custody 
in  New  York) ;  his  restless  and  ambitious  spirit  was  even 
then  taken  notice  of,  and  rendered  him  despised." 

The  foregoing  account  of  General  Lee's  capture  ^ 

p  An  engraving  from  a  private  plate  representing  General  Lee 
delivering  up  his  sword  to  Col.  William  Harcourt,  is  at  Nuneham 
in  the  possession  of  Col.  E.  W.  Harcourt.  The  engraver  (Tomlinson) 
has  made  a  mistake  in  the  inscription  on  the  plate  in  saying  that 
Col.  Harcourt  had  only  fifteen  men  with  him.     He  should  have  said 
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has  been  carefully  compiled  from  the  newspapers  of 
that  period,  which  contain  numerous  letters  from 
officers  and  gentlemen  at  the  seat  of  war  and  in 
New  York,  during  the  years  1776-8.  Other  reliable 
sources  of  information  have  also  been  drawn  upon. 

To  Earl  Harcourt. 

'■'■  Portsmouth,  the  2()th  June,  1776. 
"Dear  Sir, — I  can  at  last  inform  you  that  the  Regi- 
ments are  now  all  on  board,  and  as  the  wind  is  very  fair, 
we  shall  fall  down  to  St.  Helen's  this  evening,  and  pro- 
ceed with  the  morning  tide. 

"  It  was  intended  that  we  should  have  sailed  with  the  last 
division  of  Hessians,  but  as  six  of  the  Transports  which 
contained  all  the  Field  equipage  of  the  Regiment  did  not 
arrive  here  till  Thursday  evening,  I  could  not  compleat  the 
embarkation  till  this  moment.  The  rest  of  the  fleet  have 
therefore  sailed,  leaving  a  Twenty  Gun  ship  for  our 
Convoy.  The  embarkation  consists  of  near  5,000  Hessians 
and  Waldeckers,  050  German  Recruits,  Burgoyne's  Regi- 
ment 240,  and  the  dismounted  Division  of  that  and  Pres- 
ton's 388,  together  with  856  Baggage  Horses. 

"  Lord  Winchilsea  has  suddenly  determined  to  be  one 
of  our  party,  and  has  actually  embarked  on  board  of 
Captain  Fielding's  ship. 

*'  I  have  only  time  to  assure  you  that  I  am,  with  every 
sentiment  of  gratitude  and  affection, 
"  Dear  Sir, 

"  Your  most  dutyful  Son, 

"  Wm.  Harcourt." 

thirty,  as  he  informed  his  father  by  letter  that  he  took  that  number 
with  him  on  his  expedition.  He  probably  divided  his  force  on  his 
return,  and  took  Lee  to  head  quarters  with  fifteen  men. 
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To  Earl  Harcourt. 

'■^Falmouth,  igfh/uly,  (1776). 

"Dear  Sir, — When  I  did  myself  the  pleasure  of  writing 
to  you  from  St.  Helen's,  I  still  flattered  myself  that  we 
might  have  arrived  at  New  York  time  enough  to  have 
seen  something  of  this  Campaign,  but  the  winds  have 
hitherto  proved  so  unfavourable,  that  after  making  two 
unsuccessful  attempts  to  get  clear  of  the  Channel,  we  have 
again  been  obliged  to  put  back,  and  are  now  at  this  place 
replenishing  our  Water  and  Forage. 

"  The  Fleet,  with  the  Hessians,  &c.,  which  sailed  a  few 
days  before  us,  were  heard  of  at  Plymouth,  but  as  the 
wind  is  now  quite  fair,  I  imagine  they  have  sailed  again 
this  morning,  in  which  case  we  may  probably  join  them, 
though  our  wishes  are  to  avoid  that  embarrassment  as  much 
as  possible.  My  Horses  are  all  perfectly  well,  and  though 
we  have  had  some  rough  weather,  we  have  lost  but  four 
horses  in  the  whole  Regiment. 

"  I  rely  upon  your  goodness  to  excuse  this  almost 
illegible  scrawl. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  ever 
"  Your  most  dutiful  and  most  affectionate  Son, 

"Wm.  Harcourt." 


To  Earl  Harcourt. 

"  Ne7i>  York,  ^th  Oct.,  1776. 

"  Dear  Sir, — As  I  missed  the  opportunity  of  a  vessel 
which  sailed  from  hence  the  day  after  my  arrival,  I  am 
determined  to  lose  no  time  in  acquainting  you  with  my 
having  at  last  landed  in  perfect  health. 
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"  I  flatter  myself  we  embarked  in  very  good  order,  but 
the  winds  have  been  so  contrary,  and  of  course  the  pas- 
sage so  tedious,  that  we  have  lost  39  horses,  and  what  is 
still  worse,  have  parted  company  with  one  of  our  Trans- 
ports, in  which  was  embarked  Captain  Leche  and  about 
half  his  Troop,  whom  I  have  now  too  much  reason  to 
believe  have  fallen  into  the  enemies'  hands. 

"  The  Army  has  not  made  any  motion  of  consequence 
since  the  15th  of  September,  when  they  landed,  and  drove 
the  rebels  from  a  very  advantageous  post,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  it  took  possession  of  New  York. 

"As  the  enemy's  intrenchments  extend  quite  across  the 
Island,  I  imagine  we  shall  scarcely  undertake  any  offen- 
sive operations  till  the  arrival  of  the  last  reinforcement 
of  Hessians,  which  are  waited  for  with  impatience.  I  have 
only  to  beg  you  to  assure  my  Lady  Nuneham,  my  Brother 
and  Sister,  of  my  most  affectionate  remembrances. 

"  And  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Ever  your  most  dutiful  Son, 

"Wm.  Harcourt." 


To  Earl  Harcourt. 

'■'•  Brunswick,  the  ^th  Dec,  1776. 

"  Dear  Sir, — Having  already  written  to  you  by  two 
other  opportunities,  I  shall  at  present  trouble  you  with 
a  very  short  letter  to  inform  you  of  my  being  in  perfect 
health,  after  a  most  fatigueing  but  very  successful  Expe- 
dition under  Lord  Cornwallis,  which  has  given  us  posses- 
sion of  a  great  part  of  the  Jerseys. 

"  The  Rebels  quitted  this  place  on  Sunday  last  in  the 
utmost  consternation,  and  had  the  weather  continued  fa- 
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vourable,  I  make   no  doubt  that   another  month  would 
have  given  us  possession  of  Philadelphia. 

•'  I   must  beg  to  be  remembered    to  Lady  Nuneham, 
my  sister,  and  my  Brother,  and 

"  I  am,  Dear  Sir, 
"  Your  most  Dutiful  and  most  affectionate  Son, 

"  Wm.  Harcourt." 


To  Earl  Harcourt. 

^''  Brunswick^  17  Dec.^  1776. 

"Dear  Sir, — It  is  with  very  particular  satisfaction  I 
can  acquaint  you  that  our  Campaign  is  at  last  closed, 
with  an  event  in  which  I  had  some  little  share  ;  I  mean 
the  taking  of  General  Lee,  whom  I  surprised  in  his  Quar- 
ters and  made  Prisoner,  together  with  a  French  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,  almost  within  sight  of  his  Army.  Captain  Eustace, 
Aide-de-Camp  to  Lord  CornwalHs,  and  who  was  with  me 
upon  this  little  expedition,  is  kind  enough  to  charge  him- 
self with  this  letter,  and  will  inform  you  of  any  particulars 
you  may  wish  to  be  acquainted  with. 

"  There  is  only  time  to  add  that  I  am.  Dear  Sir, 

"  Ever  your  most  Dutiful  and  most  affectionate  Son, 

"  Wm.  Harcourt. 

"  P.S.  I  must  beg  to  be  remembered  to  my  sister.  Lady 
Nuneham,  and  my  brother.  I  have  just  received  your 
Letter  by  Major  Cuyller,  who  arrived  here  last  night." 


Gg 
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To  Lord  Nuneham. 

'■'■Brunswick^  I'jth  Dec,  1776. 

"  My  dear  Brother, — The  very  busy  scene  in  which 
I  have  been  engaged  during  the  last  three  months  having 
made  it  difficult  to  write  to  you,  I  cannot  take  too  early 
an  opportunity,  after  the  close  of  the  Campaign,  to  ac- 
quaint you  of  the  very  sincere  satisfaction  I  felt  at  the 
news  of  your  being  perfectly  recovered  of  a  disorder, 
which,  th°  not  dangerous,  must  have  been  extremely 
alarming. 

"  I  am  not  going  to  torment  you  with  a  detail  of  our 
military  operations,  but  you  will,  I  am  sure,  rejoice  with 
me  in  the  probability  of  our  passing  a  quiet  winter,  and 
still  more  so  in  the  prospect  of  a  speedy  conclusion  to 
this  most  unhappy  contest.  The  uninterrupted  success 
we  have  met  with  in  the  course  of  this  long  Campaign, 
and  the  taking  of  the  most  active  and  most  enterprizing 
of  the  enemy's  Generals  (I  mean  Mr.  Lee,  whom  I  have 
been  fortunate  enough  to  make  my  prisoner,  without  the 
loss  of  a  single  man),  has  given  us  so  marked  a  superi- 
ourity,  that  it  seems  to  be  the  universal  opinion  the  rebels 
will  no  longer  refuse  treating  upon  the  terms  which  have 
been  offered  them,  whenever  that  desirable  event  takes 
place.  I  shall  not  delay  one  moment  in  making  my  ap- 
plication for  leave  to  return  to  England.  I  must  beg  you 
to  thank  my  Sister  for  three  letters,  which,  excepting  the 
one  I  have  lately  received  from  my  Father,  are  the  only 
Letters  which  have  yet  reached  me.  I  must  beg  you  to 
make  my  affectionate  remembrances  acceptable  to  Lady 
Nuneham  and  the  Tormentor,  and  am,  my  dear  brother, 

ever 

"  Most  affectionately  yours, 

"Wm.  Harcourt." 
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To  Earl  Harcourt. 

^^  Brunswick^  the  i^th  December,  1776, 

"  Dear  Sir, — Though  I  have  not  at  present  time  enough 
to  answer  your  very  kind  Letter  of  the  15th  September, 
I  will  not  let  slip  this  opportunity  of  assuring  you  how 
much  I  feel  myself  obliged  to  you  for  the  notice  you  have 
taken  of  my  friend,  Sir  John  Russell.  You  are  so  well 
acquainted  with  the  very  sincere  friendship  which  has  so 
long  subsisted  between  us,  that  I  am  persuaded  I  have 
no  occasion  to  repeat  to  you  that  any  mark  of  your  favour 
to  him  claims  my  most  grateful  acknowledgements. 

"  In  my  letter  of  yesterday  I  informed  you  of  the  event, 
though  not  of  the  particulars  of  the  expedition,  in  the 
course  of  which  General  Lee  became  my  prisoner  ;  it  now 
appears  that  that  General  had  passed  the  North  River 
with  a  very  considerable  corps  about  ten  days  before.  So 
ill-informed,  however,  were  we  of  all  his  motions,  that  the 
latest  account  was  positive  as  to  his  not  having  passed  the 
river,  and  doubtful  whether  he  had  not  retreated  towards 
New  England.  In  this  situation  of  affairs  I  offered  my 
services  to  Lord  Cormvallis,  to  procure  intelligence  of  the 
Enemy's  situation  by  the  means  of  a  Patrolle.  His  Lord- 
ship upon  this,  as  indeed  upon  every  other  occasion, 
treated  me  in  the  most  obliging  manner,  accepted  my 
offer,  and  gave  me  his  directions.  I  accordingly  marched 
the  next  morning,  with  a  party  of  three  officers  and  thirty 
men,  above  forty  miles  into  the  Enemy's  country,  sur- 
prized the  General  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  his  Army, 
and,  after  some  fire,  had  the  good  fortune  to  take  him  pri- 
soner, and  make  my  retreat  by  another  road,  without  the 
loss  of  a  single  man.  I  do  not  mean  to  exaggerate  to  you 
this  little  service,  but  only  to  explain  to  you  that  if  Gene- 
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ral  Howe's  letter,  tvliich  I  am  told  is  very  flattering  to  me, 
tends  only  to  recommend  me  for  the  rank  at  tJie  end  of 
a  long  list  of  Officers,  who,  in  point  of  length  of  service, 
have  certainly  superior  claims,  I  will  candidly  confess  to 
you  that  I  shall  by  no  means  be  satisfied  ;  in  short,  Sir, 
I  think  I  may  now  fairly  lay  in  my  claim  for  that  prefer- 
ence, which  I  should  formerly  have  disdained  to  have 
availed  myself  of  merely  upon  the  footing  of  my  situa- 
tion in  Life.  Having  said  thus  much,  I  can  only  add 
that,  ignorant  of  your  present  situation,  but  sensible,  I 
flatter  myself,  of  that  weight  of  obligation  which  I  owe 
to  you,  and  yoit  alone,  I  would  much  rather  forego  any 
private  advantage  than  give  you  the  slightest  embarass- 
ment.     With  these  sentiments,  I  must  beg  leave  to  say 

that  I  am, 

"Dear  Sir, 

"  Ever  your  most  Dutiful  and  most  affectionate  Son, 

"Wm.  Harcourt. 

"  General  Orders. 

"  The  Commander-in-Chief  has  it  in  express  Command 
to  signify  His  Majesty's  Royal  approbation,  as  well  as  of 
the  readiness  with  which  Lieu^- Colonel  Harcourt  under- 
took the  Command  of  the  Detachment  that  made  General 
Lee  a  prisoner,  as  of  the  address  and  gallantry  manifested 
by  him  on  that  critical  occasion." 


To  Earl  Harcourt. 

" Brimswick,  the  iT^thJan.,  1777. 
"  Dear  Sir, — The  unfortunate  surprise  of  the  Hessians 
at  Trenton,  followed  by  the  check  which  one  of  our  Corps 
received  on  the  3rd  Int.,  having  determined  Lord  Corn- 
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wallls  to  postpone  his  plans  of  returning  to  England,  I 
am  much  mortified  to  find  that  the  two  letters  which 
I  had  written  to  you  at  the  close  of  the  Campaign,  and 
which  I  had  entrusted  to  the  care  of  his  Lordship's  aide- 
de-camp,  are  still  at  New  York. 

"  I  must  own  that  I  was  once  sanguine  enough  to  think 
that  this  disagreeable  war  drew  near  to  a  conclusion,  and 
that  the  uninterrupted  success  our  Arms  had  met  with 
in  the  Jerseys  would  soon  oblige  the  Rebels  to  make  their 
submission.  Such,  however,  are  the  sudden  turns  in  War, 
that  I  think  we  may  now  reckon  with  certainty  upon  an- 
other Campaign.  Assured  as  I  am  of  your  wishes  to  be 
recalled,  I  wait  with  impatience  for  the  news  of  your  re- 
turn to  England,  where  I  think  the  ill  disposition  of  a 
certain  set  of  men  can  no  longer  prevent  your  receiving 
those  rewards  you  are  so  justly  entitled  to. 

"  With  respect  to  your  very  kind  ofifer,  I  have  only  to 
say  that,  so  far  from  wishing  you  to  have  the  trouble  of 
sending  any  thing  from  England,  I  have  not  as  yet  been 
able  to  make  use  of  any  of  the  many  comforts  which  your 
generosity  enabled  me  to  furnish  myself  with.  The  truth 
is,  that  the  scrambling  life  we  have  hitherto  led,  the  pro- 
bability of  sometimes  losing  one's  baggage,  the  continual 
alerte  in  which  we  have  been  for  these  last  three  weeks, 
and,  lastly,  the  want  of  a  good  Cook,  have  hitherto  made 
it  impossible  for  me  to  keep  a  table,  tho'  I  shall  soon 
hope  to  accomplish  it.  I  believe  I  informed  you  in  a  for- 
mer Letter  of  my  having  been  unlucky  enough  to  lose 
a  favorite  horse  upon  the  passage.  Those  you  were  kind 
enough  to  give  me,  as  well  as  that  of  Mr.  Worsley's,  have 
fully  answered  my  expectations,  and  have,  I  believe,  done 
more  work,  and  been  in  better  condition,  than  any  in  the 
Army.     Your  little  Bay,  high-mettled  and  shy  as  he  is 


230  MEMOIR    OF 

at  other  times,  is  perfectly  quiet  under  fire,  and  is  stout 
to  a  degree.  The  day  I  took  General  Lee  we  marched 
near  seventy  miles,  and  he  seemed  as  fresh  the  last  mo- 
ment as  when  I  first  mounted  him. 

"  It  is  with  much  satisfaction  I  can  acquaint  you  that 
the  behaviour  of  the  Regiment  has  been  generally,  I  be- 
lieve I  might  say  almost  unanimously,  approved  of;  and 
whatever  may  have  been  the  former  opinion,  has  fully 
convinced  the  Army  of  the  necessity  of  having  Light 
Dragoons. 

"  I  must  not  close  this  letter  without  telling  you  how 
much  I  think  myself  obliged  to  General  Howe  for  the 
attention  he  has  been  kind  enough  to  pay  to  my  recom- 
mendations of  a  young  man  for  a  Cornetcy,  to  whom  he 
gave  the  Commission  in  a  most  obliging  manner.  I  have 
only  to  beg  you  to  remember  me  to  my  Lady  Nuneham, 
my  sister  and  Brother,  and 

"  I  am,  Dear  Sir, 
"  Ever  your  most  dutiful  and  most  affectionate  Son." 

{Not  signed.) 


To  Earl  Harcourt. 

'■^Brunswick,  iph  March,  1777. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  had  yesterday  the  very  great  satisfac- 
tion of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  ist  of  November,  and 
I  am  truly  rejoiced  in  the  certainty  of  your  being  at  the 
moment  released  from  a  situation  which  has  for  some  time 
been  so  irksome  to  you ;  surely.  Sir,  the  solid  advantages 
you  have  acquired  to  the  Crown  in  the  course  of  four 
years'  successful  administration,  will  not  any  longer  pass 
unnoticed  and  unrewarded.     Arrangements  enough  might 
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be  made  that  would  enable  H.  M^y  to  shew  his  sense  of 
your  services.  Why  not  give  you  the  Ordnance,  the 
Household,  or  the  Master  of  the  Horse,  for  the  Possession 
of  either  of  which  places  an  equivalent  might  be  found. 
The  Person  they  have  named  for  the  Lord-Lieu*  fully 
shews  the  leading  interest  of  the  Cabinet  to  be  that  of 
Ld  G.  G.,  who,  with  his  self-sufficient,  vain,  ignorant  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, will  really  govern  Ireland,  and  will  send 
their  mandates  to  the  ostensible  Lord-Lieutenant.  I  will 
now  confess  to  you  that,  from  the  moment  of  General  L's 
appointment,  I  have  been  anxious  to  hear  of  your  removal 
from  a  situation  in  which  it  seemed  determined  to  affront 
you.  At  the  same  time  that  I  take  the  occasion  to  assure 
you  how  deeply  impressed  I  am  with  your  late  kind  offers, 
I  must  beg  leave  to  decline  making  any  use  of  them,  at 
least  for  the  present ;  the  fact  is,  that  our  expenses  here 
are  so  confined,  that  in  my  present  Rank  I  do  not  think 
I  can  have  occasion  to  exceed  my  income. 

"  You  will,  I  am  sure,  be  glad  to  hear  that  I  have  suffi- 
cient reason  to  be  vain  of  the  approbation  the  Regiment 
has  generally  met  with.  The  late  season  at  which  we 
arrived  did  not  promise  us  much  employment,  but  the 
weather  proved  so  favourable,  that  I  had  in  ten  days  the 
satisfaction  of  being  able  to  take  the  field  with  nearly  half 
the  Regiment.  We  are  now  enjoying  a  state  of  perfect 
quiet ;  and  though  we  are  much  weakened  by  the  loss  of 
about  twenty  Men  and  sixty  Horses,  which  either  died, 
or  were  taken  at  sea,  and  thirty  men  of  our  dismounted 
Divisions,  who  unfortunately  fell  into  the  enemies'  hands 
in  the  affair  of  Princetown,  we  are  still  in  good  order,  and 
not  without  hopes  of  being  again  compleat  by  the  opening 
of  the  Campaign. 

"  The  Publick   Papers  have  hitherto  given  you  a  fair 
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account  enough  of  our  operations.  In  what  light  they 
may  state  the  affairs  of  Trenton  and  Princetown,  I  cannot 
so  easily  guess  ;  for,  however  we  may  blame  the  scandelous 
negligence  and  cowardice  of  the  Hessian  Brigade,  there 
certainly  was  a  fault  in  the  original  arrangement  of  the 
Winter  Quarters,  which  were  much  too  extensive  for  an 
Army  of  our  numbers,  and  the  position  of  Trenton  is  itself 
extremely  faulty.  I  shall  now  conclude  this  letter  with 
a  few  remarks,  which  I  think  the  very  little  experience 
I  have  already  had  in  this  war  sufficiently  authorises  me 
to  make.  The  first  is,  that  however  the  Government  may 
have  been  flattered  by  the  representations  of  a  few  inter- 
ested individuals,  you  may  depend  upon  it,  as  a  fact,  that 
we  have  not  yet  met  with  ten,  I  believe  I  might  have 
said  two,  disinterested  friends  to  the  Supremacy  of  Great 
Britain  ;  that  from  the  want  of  intelligence  we  frequently, 
nay  generally,  lose  the  favourable  opportunity  for  striking 
a  decisive  stroke ;  that,  in  general,  we  ought  to  avoid  at- 
tacking any  considerable  body  of  them,  suppose  two  or 
three  hundred,  unless  we  can  pursue  our  advantage,  or 
at  least  take  post ;  for  though  we  may  carry  our  point, 
nevertheless,  whenever  we  attempt  to  return  to  our  Quar- 
ters, we  may  be  assured  of  their  harassing  us  upon  our 
retreat.  That  detached  Corps  should  never  march  with- 
out Artillery,  of  which  the  rebels  are  extremely  ap- 
prehensive. 

"  Lastly,  that  though  they  seem  to  be  ignorant  of  the 
precision,  order,  and  even  of  the  principles  by  which 
large  bodies  are  moved,  yet  they  possess  some  of  the  re- 
quisites for  making  good  Troops,  such  as  extreme  cun- 
ning, great  industry  in  moving  ground  and  felling  of 
wood,  activity  and  a  spirit  of  enterprise  upon  any  ad- 
vantage.    Having  said  thus  much,  I  have  no  occasion  to 
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add  that  though  it  was  once  the  ton  of  this  army  to  treat 
them  in  the  most  contemptible  Light,  they  are  now  be- 
come a  formidable  Enemy ;  formidable,  however,  as  they 
may  be,  I  flatter  myself  we  are  a  good  deal  more  so,  and 
I  have,  therefore,  little  doubt  that,  provided  affairs  con- 
tinue quiet  in  Europe,  and  the  expected  reinforcements 
arrive  in  good  time,  we  shall  soon  bring  this  business 
to  a  conclusion.  As  I  am  fearful  the  'Pacquet'  may  sail 
early  to-morrow,  I  shall  in  that  case  beg  you  to  tell  my 
Brother  and  Sister  how  much  I  am  obliged  to  them  for 
their  Letters  of  the  3rd  and  29th  December,  and  ist  of 
January,  all  which  I  shall  take  care  to  acknowledge  as 
soon  as  possible.  With  every  assurance  of  affection  to 
them  and  to  Lady  Nuneham,  I  must  beg  leave  to  add 
that  I  am  your  ever  most  dutiful  and  affectionate  son." 

{Not  signed) 


To  Lord  Nuneham. 

^^ Brunswick^  the  \Zth  March,  1777. 

"My  dear  Brother, — Though  I  desired  my  Father, 
in  a  letter  which  he  will  receive  herewith,  to  make  you 
my  apologies  for  not  writing,  I  am  determined  to  take 
advantage  of  the  delay  of  the  packet,  to  testify  in  my 
hand  how  much  I  think  myself  obliged  to  you  for  your 
three  letters,  which  have  afforded  me  infinite  amusement 
and  satisfaction.  By  this  time  I  hope  my  Father  is  re- 
ceiving in  his  own  family  that  comfort  of  which  he  has 
been  so  long  deprived  ;  for  as  to  the  rewards  of  his  long 
and  important  services,  the  nomination  of  his  successor 
is  to  me  a  sufficient  earnest  of  H.  M.  gracious  intentions, 

Hh 
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Your  suspicions  with  respect  to  the  declining  favour  of  B. 
give  me  some  concern  ;  for  though  I  have  not  been  blind 
to  the  faults  of  the  favourite,  I  always  thought  he  had 
gratitude  enough  to  attribute  the  favours  which  have  been 
heaped  upon  him,  as  least  as  much  to  the  partiality  of 
his  master  as  to  his  own  merits ;  to  be  sure,  what  with 
the  Alerager,  the  Park,  &c.,  &c.,  he  has  profitted  pretty 
considerably  by  his  Irish  campaign. 

"  With  respect  to  the  quarrel  between  a  certain  person 
and  Madam  du  Barre,  I  must  own  I  look  upon  it  as  one 
of  the  most  fortunate  events  that  could  have  happened  to 
him  ;  and,  even  admitting  that  he  may  have  been  un- 
guarded enough  to  commit  himself  to  paper,  I  still  think 
the  cavalier  method  in  which  you  have  treated  the  old 
Hag  will  keep  her  within  bounds.  Your  friend  Hamilton's 
conduct  in  this  affair  has  been  judicious  and  sensible,  and 
does  him  real  honour.  ^ 

"  Too  ridiculous,  the  im.portance  and  coyness^  of  Swan 
and  the  Knight  of  Ballyduff.  You  have  not  told  me  what 
provision  has  been  made  for  Lees,  whose  respectful  be- 
haviour, knowledge  of  business,  and  important  services, 
surely  claim  some  reward  from  my  Father.  I  know  he 
is  in  a  state  of  independence,  but  still  he  owes  that  to 
another  Lord  Lieutenant.  Is  it  not  strange  that,  con- 
sidering the  very  good  terms  upon  which  I  have  the  hap- 
piness to  live  with  my  Father,  considering  the  surprising 
number  of  arrangements  which  have  taken  place  in  the 
course  of  an  administration  of  four  years,  I  have  never 
been  able  to  succeed  in  favour  of  my  friend  Sir  John 
Russell,  excepting  the  little  office  which  was  held  by 
Miss  Tanquier,  which,  though  called  ^150  a-year,  I  believe 
never  brought  in  half  that  sum  ? 

"  I  shall  expect  to  receive  yours  and  the  Tormentor's 
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condolences,  instead  of  congratulations,  upon  my  taking 
General  Lee, — a7iotJLcr  stab  to  expiring  liberty.  I  do  not 
know  what  length  people  may  be  disposed  to  proceed  to 
on  your  side  of  the  Atlantic,  but  in  my  own  opinion,  his 
life,  about  which  he  is  at  least  as  anxious  as  one  could 
imagine  him,  is  effectually  secured  by  the  threats  of  re- 
taliation. You  will  hear  of  many  acts  of  cruelty  that  are 
said  to  have  been  committed  by  both  parties,  but,  ex- 
cepting that  the  rebel  militia  have  now  and  then  shot 
persons  travelling  upon  the  road,  I  do  not  think  that  there 
is  much  occasion  for  complaints  of  that  nature  on  either 
side. 

"  I  am  happy  to  hear  that  Lady  Nuneham's  health  is 
so  perfectly  established.  Let  me  beg  you  to  assure  her  of 
my  sincerest  affection,  and  any  friends  who  may  be  kind 
enough  to  enquire  after  me,  of  my  remembrances. 

"  Ever  yours,  my  dear  Brother." 
{Not  signed.) 


To  Earl  Harcourt. 

'^ Nezu  York,  gfh  April,  1777. 

"  Dear  Sir, — The  expectation  of  Captain  Balfour's  re- 
turn hither  having  induced  the  General  to  detain  the 
vessel  which  was  to  have  carried  the  Dispatches  of  the 
last  Month,  I  have  yet  an  opportunity  of  acquainting 
you  that  I  left  the  Jerseys  a  few  days  ago ;  and  as  all 
military  operations  will  probably  be  suspended  till  the 
opening  of  the  Campaign,  I  shall  pass  some  time  longer 
here  in  preparing  Matters  for  taking  the  Field. 

"  Patterson  desires  me  to  tell  you  he  is  much  flattered 
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with  your  remembrance  of  him ;  he  and  Sir  WilUam 
Erskine,  with  whom  I  Hve  a  good  deal,  and  who  is  the 
soul  of  our  army,  beg  me  to  make  their  respects  accept- 
able to  you.  As  it  seems  to  be  the  general  opinion  that 
Clinton  will  not  return  hither,  I  am  not  without  hopes 
that  my  friend  General  Burgoyne  may  be  appointed  to 
succeed  him.  The  Publick  papers  will  give  you  an  ac- 
count of  the  late  success  at  Pigskill  upon  the  North  River. 
The  destruction  of  so  considerable  a  Magazine  without 
the  loss  of  a  single  man  does  great  credit  to  Colonel  Baird, 
who  commanded  the  Expedition.  I  have  only  time  to  beg 
my  Love  to  Lady  Nuneham,  my  Brother  and  Sister,  and 
"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  ever  your  most  Dutiful 

"  and  most  affectionate  Son, 

"  Wm.  Harcourt." 


To  Earl  Harcourt. 

"  Brunswick,  3 1  i"/  May,  1777. 

"  Dear  Sir, — The  Packet,  which  sailed  from  England 
a  few  days  before  Major  Gardiner,  being  still  missing, 
I  have  not  had  the  happiness  of  receiving  any  Letter  from 
you  since  the  2 1st  of  November.  I  have,  however,  had 
the  satisfaction  of  hearing  from  several  hands  of  the  sin- 
cere regret  with  which  the  people  of  Ireland  parted  with 
their  late  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  of  your  good  health  since 
your  return  to  England. 

"  The  demolition  of  the  Enemy's  Magazine  at  Pigs-kill 
and  Danbury  will,  I  hope,  be  attended  with  many  ad- 
vantages, and  will  in  its  consequences  assist  extremely 
the  operations  of  the  Canadian  army.     The  conduct  of 


LIEUT. -COL.    WILLLVM    IIARCOURT.  237 

the  latter  Expedition,  but  particularly  the  retreat  through 
a  country  remarkably  strong  by  nature,  and  under  a  con- 
tinual fire  almost  to  the  place  of  embarkation,  reflects 
nifinite  honour  upon  Sir  William  Erskine,  whose  con- 
spicuous merit  upon  this,  as  indeed  upon  every  other 
occasion,  has  justly  gained  him  the  confidence  of  this 
Army.  On  our  side,  since  the  surprise  of  Bound  Brook, 
which  was  effected  without  any  loss,  and  at  which  I  hap- 
pened to  be  present,  the  Rebels  have  assembled  their 
principal  army,  consisting  at  present  of  about  eight  thou- 
sand men,  and  are  now  strongly  posted  in  the  mountains 
behind  that  place.  Thus  situated,  it  is  difificult  to  guess 
what  will  be  the  first  operation  of  a  Campaign  which  will 
probably  produce  many  events,  though  I  must  confess 
I  am  not  sanguine  enough  to  think  it  will  bring  the  war 
to  a  conclusion,  for  whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  A — n, 
formed  upon  the  reports  of  Governor  Tryon,  &c.,  you  may 
be  assured  that  we  are  almost  without  a  friend  (I  mean 
upon  principle)  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  that  the 
supplies  the  rebels  have  received  from  France  and  other 
Powers  have  been  very  considerable,  and  lastly,  that  there 
does  not  appear  the  least  defection  amongst  their  Leaders. 
Much  will  depend  upon  the  success  of  the  Canadian  Army, 
which  we  expect  will  be  able  to  reduce  Ticonderoga,  and 
afterwards  penetrate  into  the  Northern  Colonies.  Should 
it  effect  these  great  objects,  we  may  promise  ourselves 
a  very  successful  and  a  very  glorious  Campaign.  The 
desertion  of  the  Rebels,  or,  rather,  of  the  English  and 
Irish,  of  which  their  army  is  principally  composed,  still 
continues,  and  would  increase,  were  they  not  to  use  every 
precaution  to  prevent  it. 

"  The  arrival  of  a  part  of  the  reinforcements  in  which  the 
Guards  were  included,  again   raised  my  expectations  of 
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hearing  from  you,  but  instead  of  receiving  that  satisfaction 
I  had  the  mortification  to  hear  that  you  had  not,  as  late 
as  the  beginning  of  Marcli,  received  one  of  the  five  or  six 
letters  which  I  have  at  different  times  written  to  you  :  to 
ascertain  the  receipt  of  those  I  shall  in  future  trouble  you 
with,  I  propose  numbering  of  them,  and  I  shall  beg  you 
to  acknowledge  them  accordingly. 

"  I  send  you  enclosed  a  copy  of 's  approbation  of 

my  conduct  upon  the  occasion  of  my  making  General  Lee 
a  prisoner.  Had  I  not  lived  quite  so  long  about  a  court, 
my  vanity  might  have  been  gratified  with  the  praises 
which  have  been  lavished  upon  me,  but  when  I  recollect 
that  the  most  eminent  services  of  others  have  passed  un- 
rewarded, I  cannot  form  great  expectations  from  an  event 
in  which  fortune  had  so  considerable  a  share.  With  re- 
spect to  rank,  having  failed  in  my  wishes  of  obtaining  it 
in  the  only  manner  that  could  have  made  it  an  object,  I 
confess  I  am  much  better  pleased  with  remaining  in  my 
present  situation  than  if  I  had  obtained  a  Brevet  in  a  nu- 
merous promotion.  I  could  now  wish  to  have  your  opi- 
nion of  the  propriety  of  applying  for  H.M.'s  leave  to 
return  to  England  for  a  few  months  at  the  close  of  this 
campaign,  and  in  case  of  your  approbation  of  the  mea- 
sure, I  shall  venture  to  request  your  assistance  in  the 
obtaining  it,  provided  it  can  be  effected  without  bringing 
you  into  any  disagreeable  embarrasment.  There  are  so 
many  reasons  which  concur  to  make  it  a  desirable  object 
to  me,  that  I  am  persuaded  I  have  no  occasion  to  enume- 
rate them.  I  am  aware  that  if  a  chance  existed  of  bring- 
ing this  business  to  a  conclusion  in  the  course  of  another 
Campaign,  I  should  be  extremely  blameable  in  pressing 
you  to  ask  as  a  favour  what  would  then  be  in  my  power 
to  obtain  from  the  Commander-in-Chief  without  any  diffi- 
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culty;  but  when  I  tell  you,  however  sanguine  the  Adminis- 
tration may  be  in  their  expectations  that  America  is  never 
to  be  regained  without  making  an  absolute  conquest  of 
her ;  that  great  art  in  their  Leaders,  and  a  perfect  enthu- 
siasm in  their  people,  have  hitherto  prevented  any  of  the 
most  distant  overtures  towards  a  peace  excepting  upon 
the  footing  of  independence  ;  that  their  Army,  though  less 
numerous  than  the  last  year,  is  certainly  not  less  formid- 
able ;  and,  lastly,  that  from  the  nature  and  Constitution  of 
the  country,  in  which  every  man  is  to  a  certain  degree 
a  soldier,  a  victory  obtained  against  such  an  Enemy  can 
seldom  prove  as  decisive  as  it  would  be  in  Europe ; — you 
will,  I  believe,  Sir,  agree  with  me  that  no  Honour  or  Com- 
mand is  a  sufficient  compensation  for  passing  my  life  in 
a  continued  state  of  banishment.  Having  bored  you  so 
long,  I  shall  only  add  that,  though  the  transition  from  cold 
to  heat  has  been  sudden,  the  Climate  is  so  remarkably 
healthy  that  I  have  not  at  this  time  above  five  sick  in  the 
Regiment.  I  must  beg  of  you  to  make  my  love  accept- 
able to  Lady  Nuneham,  my  sister,  Brother,  the  Vernons, 
&c.,  &c.,  and  I  am, 

"  My  dear  Sir,  ever  your  most  dutiful 

"  and  most  affectionate  son." 
{Not  signed.) 


To  Earl  Harcourt. 

"  New  York,  6th  June,  1777. 
"Dear  Sir, — Having  written  to  you  very  lately  from 
Brunswick,  I  shall  only  trouble  you  with  one  short  line 
to  acquaint  you  that,  as  the  long  wished  for  reinforcements 


^«.- 


240  MEMOIR    OF 

are  at  last  arrived,  we  are  on  the  eve  of  opening  a  Cam- 
paign which  promises  to  be  very  active  in  business. 

"  I  have  lately  had  some  conversation  with  Sir  WiUiam 
Howe  1,  and  I  am  not  sorry  to  find  that  he  is  at  least  as 
much  displeased  as  myself  with  the  very  little  attention 
which  has  been  paid  to  his  recommendations. 

"  I  am  so  much  hurried   that  I  have  only  time  to  add 
my  Love  to  Lady  Nuneham,  my  Brother  and  Sister,  and 
"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  ever 

"  Your  most  affectionate 

"  and  most  dutiful." 

{Not  signed.) 
♦ 

To  Earl  Harcourt. 

'^ New  York,  \2thjuly,  1777. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  did  myself  the  pleasure  of  acknowledg- 
ing your  Letters  (as  far  as  the  nth  of  March)  in  a  note 
which  I  wrote  to  you  from  Brunswick.  The  arrival  of 
Lord  Rawdon  has  very  lately  given  me  the  additional 
satisfaction  of  receiving  yours  of  the  13th  and  28th  April. 
After  the  anxious  expectation  which  seems  to  have  pre- 

1  HannahMore,  in  a  letter  to  her  sister,  says  (London,  1779) :  "  I  have 
been  to  Mrs.  Boscawen's,  where  I  was  a  little  amused  by  spending  an 
hour  with  Lord  Howe,  lately  returned  from  America.  He  is  agreeable, 
and  remarkably  modest  in  speaking  of  himself.  He  said  it  was  a  little 
hard  that  after  a  man  had  devoted  his  whole  time  and  talents  (how- 
ever poor  the  latter  might  be)  to  the  service  of  his  country,  that  the 
event,  and  not  his  conduct,  should  determine  his  character ;  that  to 
be  unsuccessful  and  guilty  should  be  the  same  thing,  and  that  he 
should  be  held  up  as  a  public  criminal,  for  n^t  doing  what  could  not 
be  done." 


Simon   Earl  Harcourt. 


FATHER    OF    lVEUT    COLONEL    WILLIAM     HARCOURT^ 
AFTERWARDS       FIELD     MARSHALL    EARL    HARCOURT. 
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vailed  as  far  back  as  that  time,  for  news  from  America, 
I  fear  you  will  not  be  very  well  satisfied  to  hear  that  the 
Campaign  is  scarcely  yet  opened,  the  movement  which  we 
made  to  Hillsbro'  not  having  been  attended  with  the 
effect  which  we  expected,  of  forcing  General  Washington 
to  cross  the  De  Lawarr ;  the  army  retired  to  Brunswick, 
and  from  thence  to  Amboy,  but,  upon  information  having 
been  received  that  the  Rebels  had  quitted  their  position 
in  the  mountains  above  Bound  Brook,  and  had  actually 
pushed  a  considerable  corps  within  four  miles  of  Amboy> 
in  order  to  harass  and  attack  our  rear-guard  during  their 
embarkation,  it  was  determined  to  make  a  further  attempt 
upon  them,  and  we  accordingly  marched  on  the  morning 
of  the  27th  of  June  as  far  as  the  Quaker  Hills,  within  four 
miles  of  Quibble  Town,  where  the  advance  under  Lord 
Cornwallis  fell  in  with  a  corps  of  between  two  and  three 
thousand,  commanded  by  Lord  Sterling,  which  they  im- 
mediately attacked  with  great  spirit,  and  forced  with  in- 
considerable loss.  The  Light  Infantry,  a  Battalion  of 
Hessian  Grenadiers,  and  the  Grenadiers  of  the  Guards, 
commanded  by  my  friend  Sir  George  Osborn,  distin- 
guished themselves  very  much  upon  this  occasion,  and 
took  three  pieces  of  cannon  with  some  prisoners,  A  delay 
in  the  forming  of  the  army  in  the  order  of  march  having 
occasioned  our  moving  somewhat  later  than  was  originally 
intended,  the  main  body  of  the  Enemy's  army  had  time 
to  recross  the  Bound  Brook,  which  prevented  any  thing 
further  being  attempted  at  that  time.  The  army  returned 
to  Amboy,  and  crossed  into  Staten  Island  without  the 
least  opposition,  and  are  now  all  embarked  excepting 
the  Corps  which  is  destined  to  protect  this  place  and  its 
environs.  Having  now  gone  through  the  detail  of  our 
hitherto   very  unimportant   transactions,  I    cannot   close 

I  i 
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this  letter  without  assuring  you  of  the  indignation  I  felt 
at  their  presuming  to  make  use  of  that  wretched  Fool, 
Lord  Barrington,  to  impose  upon  you  with  general  assur- 
ances of  gracious  intentions,  at  the  yery  moment  they  were 
decided  to  give  the  rank  to  Col.  Campbell,  who  has  actually 
not  seen  a  shot  fired  since  he  has  been  in  America.  If  the 
cause  in  which  I  am  engaged  did  not  operate  with  me 
more  than  the  dirty,  contemptible  acts  of  some  of  the  Minis- 
ters, I  must  own  I  should  be  sick  of  serving,  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  I  have  every  reason  to  be  perfectly  satisfied 
with  Sir  Wm.  Howe's  letter,  which,  without  any  affected 
moderation  on  my  part,  certainly  gives  me  more  merit 
than  I  deserved.  I  have  only  to  intreat  you.  Sir,  to  ad- 
here to  the  determination  you  gave  me  the  pleasure  of 
communicating,  I  mean  that  of  disdaining  to  become  an 
humble  or  an  importunate  Solicitor  for  any  of  their  fa- 
vours. I  must  beg  my  most  affectionate  remembrances 
to  all  my  friends,  and  am,  Dear  Sir, 

"  Ever  your  most  Dutiful  and  most  affectionate  Son." 

{Not  signed.) 


To  Lord  Nuneham. 

"  Turkey  Point,  25///  August,  1777. 
"My  dear  Brother, — I  wrote  to  my  father  as  well 
as  to  Lady  Nuneham  a  few  days  before  we  sailed  from 
New  York  ;  but  as  I  have  since  understood  that  the  ship 
was  to  call  at  Rhode  Island,  and  as  a  very  extraordinary 
delay  has  attended  the  delivery  of  many  of  the  letters 
which  have  been  written  to,  and  received  from,  England, 
I  think  it  necessary  once  more  to  acknowledge  all  those 
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you  have  been  kind  enough  to  write  to  me,  as  far  as  the 
2nd  of  March. 

"  Whatever  may  be  your  sentiments  of  the  War  in  Ame- 
rica, in  which  I  do  not  entirely  disagree  with  you,  I  am 
sure  you  will  receive  satisfaction  in  the  account  of  my 
arrival  here  in  perfect  health,  and  the  landing  of  our  Army 
this  morning  without  any  opposition.  The  almost  insur- 
mountable obstacles  we  have  had  to  encounter  from  con- 
trary winds,  &c.,  have  retarded  our  operations  extremely  ; 
but  I  am  clearly  of  opinion,  that  we  shall  be  gainers  by 
the  delay,  as  we  have  escaped  the  hot  season,  which  is 
sometimes  unhealthy.  I  cannot  give  you  a  better  idea 
of  the  health  of  this  Army,  than  by  telling  you  that  of 
360  men  in  the  Regiment  we  have  three  sick  only.  Our 
accounts  of  Gen.  Washington's  motions  are  at  present 
very  little  to  be  depended  upon ;  that  of  yesterday  men- 
tioned his  having  taken  a  position  near  Philadelphia,  and 
behind  the  Schuylkill  river.  I  must  beg  you  to  present 
my  Duty  to  my  Father,  and  that  you  will  assure  Lady 
Nuneham  and  my  sister  of  my  most  affectionate  remem- 
brances. I  am  impatient  for  letters  from  England  ;  the 
last  I  received  was  of  the  23rd  April.  I  have  no  occasion 
to  add  how  much  I  wish  the  situation  of  this  war  may 
enable  me  to  embrace  you  in  the  course  of  next  winter." 

{Not  signed.) 
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To  Earl  HARCOURT^ 

**  Ca7np  near  Philadelphia, 
^'■'jth  October^  i777- 

"  Dear  Sir, — The  public  papers  will  give  you  the  de- 
tail of  our  operations  from  the  time  of  our  landing  at  the 
head  of  Chesapeake  Bay,  till  we  took  possession  of  Phila- 
delphia. The  manoeuvre  in  order  to  turn  the  right  flank 
of  Mr.  Washington's  Army,  strongly  posted  upon  the 
Heights  of  the  River  Brandy  Wine,  would  have  done 
credit  to  any  General,  and  the  action  which  followed  must 
have  been  decisive  had  we  been  fortunate  enough  to  have 
had  a  few  Hours  more  of  daylight.  The  immediate  con- 
sequences of  this  victory  were  the  capture  of  Eleven  pieces 
of  artillery,  with  between  4  and  500  Prisoners.  Our  Army 
was  weakened  by  two  very  considerable  detachments,  but 
presuming  upon  their  superiourity,  had  taken  a  position 
perhaps  too  extensive  for  their  numbers,  upon  the  heights 
of  Germantown,  and  within  six  miles  of  Philadelphia,  which 
it  covered.  Mr.  Washington,  exactly  apprized  of  our  num- 
bers and  situation,  made  a  forced  march  on  the  night  of 
the  3rd,  and  at  break  of  the  day  the  next  morning,  under 
cover  of  a  remarkable  thick  fog,  made  three  attacks  upon 

'  One  of  the  newspapers  of  the  day  says,  under  date  September  26, 
1778, — "The  British  and  Hessian  Grenadiers,  with  a  detachment  of 
Royal  Artillery,  marched  into,  and  took  possession  of,  Philadelphia. 
They  passed  down  2nd  Street,  headed  by  Colonel  Harcourt  (afterwards 
the  Earl)  with  a  part:y  of  Light  Dragoons,  under  the  command  of  Earl 
Cornwallis,  who  was  attended  at  the  head  of  the  Grenadiers  by  Sir 
Wm.  Erskine,  Commissary- General  Wier,  and  a  number  of  other 
officers  of  distinction,  with  the  band  of  music  playing,  *  God  save  the 
King.'"  Col.  Harcourt  is  also  twice  alluded  to  in  the  "  Diary  of  Ro- 
bert Morton,"  published  in  vol.  i.,  No  i  of  the  Pennsylvania  Magazine 
of  History  and  Biography. 
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the  right,  centre,  and  left  of  our  army.  The  Yagers  upon 
the  left,  and  the  ist  BattaUon  of  Light  Infantry  advanced 
in  front  of  the  right,  not  only  maintained  their  Posts,  but 
soon  drove  the  Rebels,  though,  as  I  have  already  said,  the 
weather  was  so  thick  that  a  body  of  them  got  into,  and 
plundered,  the  camp  of  the  Light  Infantry,  while  another 
corps  attracted  them  in  front.  A  moment  of  the  day  was 
critical ;  the  2nd  Bat"  of  Light  Infantry  posted  upon  a  Road 
a  mile  and  a  half  in  front  of  Germantown,  found  itself  at- 
tacked, and  in  fact  opposed  to  two  very  heavy  columns. 

"  Under  these  disadvantages  it  stood  a  considerable  time, 
but  at  length  overpowered  by  numbers  it  gave  way,  and 
was  driven  within  a  mile  of  Head  Quarters.  The  40th 
Regiment  which  supported  it  was  also  forced  to  retire,  but 
to  the  honor  of  Colonel  Musgrave,  who  commands  it,  six 
companies  with  him  threw  themselves  into  a  stonehouse, 
where  they  gave  the  first  check  to  the  progress  of  the  rebels, 
and  maintained  their  Post  till  supported  f(rom  the)  Line. 

"  The  day  ended  with  glory,  and  we  continued  the  pursuit 
at  least  nine  miles  beyond  the  field  of  Battle*.  Our  loss  of 
men  was  not  considerable,  but  it  fell  heavy  upon  the  offi- 
cers ;  General  Agnew,  and  Colonel  Baird  are  amongst  the 
killed,  Colonel  Walcott  badly  wounded.  That  part  of  the 
Regiment  with  which  I  happen  to  be  cantoned  near  Phila- 
delphia, did  not  get  up  till  the  action  was  nearly  over. 

*  Genl.  Washingtonto  Prest.  of  Congress,  Oct.  7th,  1777  : — "It  is  with 
much  chagrin  and  mortification  I  add,  that  every  account  confirms  the 
opinion  I  at  first  entertained,  that  our  Troops  retreated  at  the  Instant 
when  victory  was  declaring  herself  in  our  favour.  The  tumults,  dis- 
order, and  even  dismay,  which  it  seems  had  taken  place  in  the  British 
Army,  were  scarcely  to  be  paralleled  ;  and  it  is  said,  so  strongly  did  the 
ideas  of  a  retreat  prevail,  that  Chester  was  fixed  on  as  their  rendezvous. 
I  can  discover  no  other  cause  for  not  improving  this  happy  opportu- 
nity, than  the  extreme  haziness  of  the  weather." 
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"  I  have  only  to  repeat  the  assurance  of  my  affection  to 
Lady  Nuneham,  my  sister,  Brother,  &c.,  &c.,  and 
"  I  am.  Dear  Sir, 
"  Ever  your  most  Dutiful  and  most  affectionate." 

{Not  signed.) 


To  Earl  Harcourt. 

^'-  PhiladelpJiia,  26th  Oct.,  1777. 

"Dear  Sir, — Lord  Cathcart  having  altered  his  plans 
of  service  in  consequence  of  his  being  appointed  Aide-de- 
Camp  to  Sir  Thomas  Wilson,  I  have  not  as  yet  had  an 
opportunity  of  paying  the  attention  which  is  due  to  any 
young  man  who  is  fortunate  enough  to  deserve  your  good 
opinion. 

"  I  endeavoured  in  a  former  letter,  to  give  you  an  ac- 
count of  our  operations  as  far  as  the  action  of  German 
Town.  It  is  with  some  concern  I  am  to  acquaint  you  that 
our  affairs  have  not  since  that  time  worn  the  same  flourish- 
ingappearance.  It  was  absolutely  necessary  we  should  open 
a  communication  with  our  Fleet,  and  it  was  accordingly 
determined  to  begin  with  making  ourselves  master  of  the 
Fort  upon  Mud-Island,  which,  with  that  of  Red  Bank  on 
the  Jersey  Coast,  and  the  Cheveaux  de  Frize  between 
these  two  points,  effectually  command  the  navigation  of 
the  De  Lawar.  After  several  fruitless  attempts  to  dis- 
lodge the  Enemy  from  this  post,  it  was  at  length  resolved 
to  land  a  Corps  in  the  Jerseys,  and  if  possible  to  take  the 
Batteries  on  that  side  by  a  Coup  de  main ;  unfortunately, 
our  intelligence  was  bad,  and  what  was  represented  as 
a  Battery  erected  entirely  against  the  ships  and  open  be- 
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hind,  proved  a  very  strong  Fort  with  a  deep  ditch.  Colonel 
Dunop  who  commanded  the  Hessian  Grenadiers,  y^  Regi- 
ment of  Mirebach  and  the  Yagers  destined  for  this  service, 
made  his  attack  on  the  evening  of  the  22nd,  but  after  sus- 
taining a  very  heavy  fire  from  the  Fort,  the  ships,  and  the 
floating  Batteries,  was  at  length  obliged  to  retreat  with  the 
loss  of  26  officers  killed  and  wounded,  127  men  killed,  and 
above  200  wounded.  Dunop  himself,  very  justly  the  pride 
of  the  Hessians,  and  undoubtedly  an  excellent  officer,  re- 
ceived two  wounds,  which  it  is  feared  will  prove  mortal, 
and  was  left  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the  Enemy.  The 
day  after  this  affair  a  disposition  was  made  to  storm  the 
Fort  upon  Mud-Island  under  cover  of  the  Fire  of  our 
Ships,  but  by  some  accident  the  '  Augusta '  of  64  Guns 
was  burnt,  and  the  Merlin  sloop  having  run  on  shore 
was  also  destroyed,  so  that  the  operation  was  obliged  to 
be  deferred. 

"  All  these  checks,  following  so  close  upon  the  back  of 
each  other,  together  with  the  account  (which  we  are  still 
very  unwilling  to  give  credit  to)  of  General  Burgoyne's 
Army  having  been  obliged  to  lay  down  their  arms  for 
want  of  Provisions,  must  necessarily  reduce  us  to  the  de- 
fensive for  the  rest  of  the  Campaign,  and  will  probably 
oblige  us  to  evacuate  a  conquest  which  I  have  ever  been 
of  the  opinion  should  not  have  been  thought  of  till  a  junc- 
tion with  the  Northern  Army  was  effected,  but  which,  cir- 
cumstanced as  we  are  at  present,  cannot  be  maintained. 
Having  gone  through  this  description  of  the  present  state 
of  our  affairs,  I  shall  only  add  that,  desirous  as  I  may 
have  been  to  return  to  you  during  the  Winter  months, 
I  do  not  expect  that  such  a  favour  will  at  this  time  be 
granted,  and  I  shall  therefore  endeavour  to  remain  satis- 
fied till  some  better  opportunity  presents  itself.     I  shall 
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beg  my  most  affectionate  remembrances   may  be  made 

to  Lady  Nuncham,  my  sister  and  Brother,  &c.,  &c.,  and 

I  am, 

"  Dear  Sir,  Ever  your  most  Dutiful 

and  most  affectionate. 

{Not  signed) 

"P.S.  Your  letter  of  the  5th  of  June  by  Lord  Cathcart, 
and  that  of  my  brother  of  the  ist  of  May  by  Captain 
Vaughan,  are  the  last  I  have  received.  I  doubt  whether 
you  have  received  all  my  letters," 


To  Lord  Nuneham. 

^^Philadelphia,  z^th  Nov.,  1777. 

"  My  dear  Brother,  —  The  reduction  of  the  Forts 
upon  Mud-Island  and  Red  Bank  having  at  last  given  us 
possession  of  the  navigation  of  the  De  Lawarr,  our  cam- 
paign draws  near  to  a  conclusion  ;  and  though  we  may 
still  affect  to  hold  the  language  of  driving  the  Rebel  Army 
over  the  River  Susquehannah,  I  am  inclined  to  think  our 
Operations  will  be  confined  to  little  more  than  the  pro- 
curing such  supplies  of  Provisions  and  Forage,  as  will 
enable  us  to  pass  our  time  somewhat  more  at  ease  than 
during  the  last  Winter. 

"You  have  before  this  time  heard  of  the  misfortune  of 
our  Northern  Army.  Whether  this  event  will  produce  an 
alteration  in  the  Administration,  or  that  L.  G.  will  have 
strength  enough  to  opiniatre  this  business  for  another 
year,  must  soon  be  determined ;  but  be  assured,  that  if 
the  Canada  Army  had  penetrated,  America  would  not 
even  then  have  been  conquered.  With  respect  to  my 
friend,  General  Burgoyne,  though   I    expect   he  will   be 
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blamed  by  the  people  and  sacrificed  by  the  Minister,  I 
take  comfort  in  the  persuasion  that  whenever  his  Conduct 
can  be  enquired  into,  it  will  appear  that  no  exertion  on 
his  part  has  been  left  untried,  and  that  the  loss  of  his 
Army  was  unavoidable  from  the  moment  we  sailed  from 
New  York  ". 

"  Having  received  no  letter  from  you  of  a  later  date 
than  that  of  the  ist  of  May,  you  may  be  sure  I  wait  with 
impatience  the  arrival  of  the  September  Packet,  not  with- 
out hopes  that  it  may  bring  me  His  Majesty's  leave  to 
return  to  England  for  the  remainder  of  the  Winter. 

"  I  hope  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  repeat  the  assu- 
rance of  my  duty  to  S.  H.,  or  my  affection  to  Lady  Nune- 
ham  and  my  sister. 

"  Yours  ever,  &c." 

{Not  signed.) 

"  Burgoyne  was  sent  out  to  America  in  1775.  He  returned  in 
1776  to  England,  to  confer  with  the  king,  and  resumed  his  post  in 
1777.  He  capitulated  to  Gen.  Gates  at  Saratoga  on  October  17th, 
1777,  and  again  returned  to  England  in  May,  1778.  He  in  vain  so- 
licited a  court-martial,  and  was  equally  unsuccessful  in  obtaining 
a  parliamentary  investigation  of  his  conduct.  In  the  meantime,  he 
had  entered  Parliament  as  Member  for  Preston.  In  1779  he  was 
dismissed  the  service  for  refusing  to  return  to  America,  but  was  re- 
instated three  years  afterwards,  and  appointed  Commander-in-Chief 
of  Ireland.  He  died  suddenly  in  London,  in  1792,  and  was  buried 
in  the  cloisters  of  Westminster  Abbey.  He  incurred  the  bitter  hos- 
tility of  Junius,  who  was  unsparing  in  his  denunciation  of  him.  Horace 
Walpole,  in  a  letter  dated  Strawberry  Hill,  Aug.  8,  1777,  to  Lord 
Nuneham,  says  :  "  Have  you  read  Gen.  Burgoyne's  rhodomontade, 
in  which  he  almost  promises  to  cross  America  in  a  hop  step  and 
jump?  I  thought  we  were  cured  of  hyperbole.  He  has  sent  over,  too, 
a  copy  of  his  talk  with  the  Indians,  which  they  say  is  still  more  super- 
natural. I  own  I  prefer  Gen.  Howe's  taciturnity,  who,  at  least,  if  he 
does  nothing,  does  not  break  his  word." 

Kk 
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Copy  of  Order  issued  by  Earl  Harcoiirt  to  raise  troops  iti 
Ireland  for  America  {about  1776). 

"  Harcourt, — I  have  his  Majesty's  command  to  ac- 
quaint you  that  the  situation  of  afifairs  in  part  of  his 
American  Dominions  is  such,  as  makes  it  necessary  for 
the  Honour  and  Safety  of  the  British  Empire,  and  for 
the  support  of  His  Majesty's  just  rights,  to  desire  the 
concurrence  of  His  faithful  Parliament  of  Ireland  in  send- 
ing out  of  this  Kingdom  a  Force  not  exceeding  4,000 
men  '^,  part  of  the  number  of  Troops  upon  this  Establish- 
ment appointed  to  remain  in  the  Kingdom  for  its  De- 
fence, and  to  declare  to  you  His  Majesty's  gracious  in- 
tention, that  such  part  of  His  Army  as  shall  be  spared 
out  of  this  Kingdom,  to  answer  the  present  emergency 
of  afifairs,  is  not  to  be  continued  a  charge  upon  this  Es- 
tablishment, so  long  as  this  shall  remain  out  of  this 
Kingdom. 

"  I  am  further  commanded  to  inform  you  that  as  His 
Majesty  hath  nothing  more  at  heart  than  the  security  and 
protection  of  His  People  of  Ireland,  it  is  His  Intention, 
if  it  shall  be  the  desire  of  Parliament,  to  replace  such 
Forces  as  may  be  sent  out  of  this  Kingdom  by  an  equal 
Number  of  Foreign  Protestant  Troops,  as  soon  as  His 
Majesty  shall  be  enabled  so  to  do,  the  charge  of  such 
Troops  to  be  defrayed  without  any  expence  to  this 
Kingdom. 

"  A  true  copy,  compared  and  examined.     H. 
"  P.  M. 

*'  Directed  to  Mr.  P.  Tombelle,  at  the  Earl 
of  Shelbiirne''s,  London." 

*  The  Irish  House  of  Commons  rekictantly  assented  to  raise  the 
4,000  men,  but  absolutely  refused  to  receive  the  foreign  troops. 


CapT   John  Montresor.   Chi  ef  Engi  n  eer. 
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John  Montr^sor. 

THE  Le  Tresors,  or  Montresors,  were  a  very  old  French 
family,  who  derived  their  descent  from  Hugues  Le 
Tresor,  or  Hugo  Thesaurius,  a  Treasurer  of  the  Duchy  of 
Normandy,  as  well  as  of  England,  which  office  he  and  his 
descendants  held  for  many  generations.  He  accompanied 
William  Courtchauze,  Duke  of  Normandy,  in  the  First 
Crusade  in  1096.  After  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  the  progen- 
itor of  the  English  family,  James  Le  Tresor,  fled  from 
France  to  England,  but  eventually  returned  to  his  native 
country,  and  died  in  Paris  about  1691. 

John  Montresor  was  the  eldest  son  of  James  Gabriel 
Montresor,  of  Thurland  Hall.  He  was  born,  April  6,  1736, 
at  Gibraltar,  where  his  father  was  Engineer.  He  went 
to  America  as  Ensign  and  Chief  Engineer  (gazetted  Chief 
Engineer,  Oct.  28,  1754)  in  the  same  ship  with  General 
Braddock,  24th  December,  1754,  was  wounded  in  the  en- 
gagement July  9th,  1755,  and  was  promoted  to  a  Lieu- 
tenancy in  the  48th  Regiment.  From  1755  to  1762  he 
was  actively  and  widely  engaged  in  his  department  as 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  in  Canada,  Nova  Scotia  (Acadia), 
and  the  middle  British  colonies.  He  was  at  the  siege  of 
Louisbourg  in  1758,  and  the  capitulation  of  Quebec  in  1759. 
In  1763  he  relieved  Major  Henry  Gladwin  and  the  garrison 
of  Fort  d'Etroit,  with  provisions,  when  they  were  closely 
besieged  by  the  Indian  chief  Pontiac.  He  married  on 
March  i,  1764,  in  New  York,  Frances,  only  child  of  Thomas 
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Tucker,  Esq.,  of  Bermuda,  a  Lieutenant  in  the  army  (whose 
head  was  shot  off  by  a  cannon-ball  in  an  engagement  in 
1745).  Frances  Montresor  was  born  April  23,  i744>  ^^ 
New  York,  and  survived  her  husband,  dying  at  Rose  Hill, 
near  Sittingbourne,  Kent,  on  the  28th  June,  1826.  Lieut. 
Montresor  was  the  principal  engineer  during  the  occupa- 
tion of  Boston  and  New  York  by  the  British  troops,  with 
the  exception  of  a  short  interval,  when  he  was  superseded 
by  Major  Dixon,  on  which  occasion  General  Howe  ap- 
pointed him  on  his  staff  as  one  of  his  aides-de-camp.  On 
Major  Dixon's  return  to  England,  Captain  Montresor  (for 
he  had  received  promotion)  resumed  his  former  position  as 
engineer,  and  was  in  1776  made  by  George  HL  "Chief 
Engineer  of  America."  He  was  present  in  May,  1776,  and 
acted  as  one  of  the  managers  of  the  celebrated  ball  called 
the  "  Mischianza,"  which  was  given  by  the  British  officers 
to  Sir  William  Howe  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  eve  of  his 
departure  for  England.  He  had  charge  of  the  fireworks 
and  ball-room  decorations,  and  was  accompanied  on  that 
occasion  by  Miss  Auchmuty,  one  of  the  half-sisters  of 
Mrs.  Montresor,  whose  mother  had  re -married  the  Rev- 
erend Samuel  Auchmuty,  D.D.,  of  New  York,  whose 
youngest  son,  Samuel,  rose  to  great  distinction  in  the 
British  army,  whilst  the  two  elder  brothers  became  Ameri- 
can subjects.  In  1779,  Captain  Montresor,  at  the  request 
of  General  Sir  William  Howe,  gave  evidence  before  a  Par- 
liamentary Committee  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the 
war  in  America,  when  he  fully  described  the  fortifications 
around  Brooklyn,  and  their  strength.  He  returned  to 
England  in  1778  with  his  family,  and  shortly  afterwards 
retired  from  the  army,  residing  at  Belmont,  Kent,  and  in 
Portland-place,  London,  where  his  death  occurred,  June 
26,  1799. 


B .  <^K  ^J^/pAiuren  imii'a/u-af /b  At  ji/ti^Jt, , 
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Several  portraits  in  oil  (no  less  than  nine)  were  painted 
of  different  members  of  the  Montresor  family  by  Copley. 
On  their  return  to  England  in  1778,  both  Captain  and 
Mrs.  Montresor  were  presented  at  Court,  and  it  must  have 
been  shortly  after  this  event  that  they  both  sat  to  Copley. 
Mrs.  Montresor's  portrait  is  in  profile,  with  hat  and  fea- 
thers, and  is  remarkably  fine,  being  considered  as  one 
of  the  artist's  best  examples.  Another  smaller  portrait,  of 
Kit-Kat  size,  of  Captain  Montresor,  supposed  to  have 
been  painted  by  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  is  of  perhaps  a  some- 
what later  date.  The  engineer  is  represented  as  holding 
in  his  hand  a  book,  on  the  back  of  which  is  inscribed 
"  The  Siege  of  Mud  Island."  For  the  autotype,  taken 
from  this  portrait  for  this  volume,  I  am  indebted  to  the 
courtesy  of  the  late  Thomas  Montresor,  Esq.,  of  London  *. 


Mud  Fort,  or  Fort  Mifflin. 

Extracts  from  the  Journals  and  Note-books  of 
Capt.  JoJin  Montresor. 

^^Philadelphia,  April  21,  1771,  Sunday.  I  arrived  in 
Philadelphia  at  12  o'clock  this  morning,  and  immediately 
waited  upon  Governor  Penn   for  his   commands.     I   was 

*  A  member  of  the  Montresor  family  writes  to  me,  "  that  John 
Montrdsor  never  obtained  higher  rank  than  Colonel.  In  his  time, 
Engineers  were  scarcely  considered  as  belonging  to  the  military  ser- 
vice, and  the  Engineers  did  not  rise  by  seniority,  or  obtain  army  rank; 
they  were  called  Mr.  So-and-So,  until  the  Sovereign,  as  a  reward  for 
services,  bestowed  the  honorary  rank  of  Captain,  Colonel,  »S:c.  It  was 
a  great  grievance  with  Mr.  Montrdsor.     This  is  all  altered  now." 

The  father,  James  Gabriel  Montrdsor,  obtained  the  position  of 
Second  Engineer  of  England,  and  was  Engineer  in  1759 — 60  in 
America.  He  was  at  the  taking  of  Gibraltar  in  1727.  He  died  in 
England  in  the  year  1776. 
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informed  that  '  his  Secretary  and  two  Commissioners 
should  prepare  some  papers  and  lay  them  before  me  to- 
morrow.' 

"  22nd.  This  morning  being  nearly  elapsed,  waited  on 
the  Secretary,  who  shewed  me  a  sketch  of  that  part  of 
the  River  where  Mud  Island  is  situated,  being  as  their 
opinion  the  proposed  spot  for  fortifying,  as  also  a  project 
of  Lieutenant  Myers,  of  the  6oth  Regiment,  the  whole 
without  scale,  compass,  or  remark,  together  with  some 
bearings  and  distances.  The  Secretary  acquainted  me 
that  Governor  Penn  had  appointed  the  Committee  to  meet 
to-morrow  at  the  State  House,  where  my  attendance  was 
requested. 

"  23rd.  At  half-past  ten  this  morning,  attended  at  the 
State  House,  and  met  the  Governor  and  the  Board  of 
Commissioners.  The  same  sketches  were  introduced.  In- 
formations were  delivered  by  the  respective  Committees, 
and  opinions  passed  thereon." 

The  project  of  Lieutenant  Myers,  above  referred  to,  was 
handed  in  as  far  back  as  September,  1762.  Captain  Mon- 
tresor  laid  before  the  Commissioners  six  designs  for  a  Fort, 
and  for  No.  i  of  the  Series,  made  an  estimate  for  a  Star 
redoubt,  costing  ;^  1 5,000  Pennsylvania  currency,  and  that 
the  foundations  on  piles,  which  he  considered  necessary, 
would  be  ;^5,ooo  more.  His  plan  also  included  retrenched 
batteries  at  Gloucester  in  New  Jersey,  Gloucester  Point  in 
Pennsylvania,  opposite,  and  Windmill  Island  ;  the  three 
to  cost  ^10,000.  He  also  advocated  twenty  floating  bat- 
teries complete  for  ;^2,ooo,  besides  materials  and  com- 
bustibles for  fire- rafts,  in  store  ;^  1,000,  together  with  an 
arsenal  of  intrenching  tools  and  other  military  stores,  to 
cost  ;{^7,ooo. 

The  Commissioners  were  in  favour  of  economy,  and  for 
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paring  down  some  of  the  estimates,  even  to  rejecting  the 
use  of  piles  ^  for  a  foundation,  whereupon  the  engineer 
wrote  to  them  "  that  a  good  engineer  is  not  unHke  a  good 
physician,  who  prescribes  what  is  most  beneficial  without 
regarding  expenses.  Whatever  is  to  be  done  ought  to  be 
permanent  and  compleat,  otherwise  it  will  never  be  an 
honour  to  those  that  order  it,  nor  those  that  execute  it ; 
on  the  contrary  (while  it  has  an  existence)  it  will  remain 
an  imputation  of  ignorance  to  the  engineer,  and  of  an 
ill-timed  parsimony  to  the  provinces.  For  example,  the 
battery  at  New  York,  and  that  cost  ^25,000,  cufn  mttltis 
aliis.  I  have  no  inclination  for  building  you  a  Luxem- 
bourg, or  a  L'Isle,  or  in  any  degree  to  involve  the  province 
in  endless  expense.  What  I  purpose  laying  before  you 
shall  be  compleat  to  the  utmost  of  my  ability.  As  you 
abridge  your  expenses,  so  must  I  my  estimate.  If  your 
grant  is  contracted,  so  must  be  your  works ''." 

A  bill  was  passed  by  the  General  Assembly,  making  an 
appropriation  of  ;^i 5,000  for  the  erection  of  a  fortification, 
and  the  purchase  of  Mud,  or  Deep  Water  Island,  from 
Joseph  Galloway,  the  Speaker  of  the  House.  On  June  4, 
1772,  Captain  Montresor  traced  out  the  lines  of  the  forti- 
fications, and  leaving  the  working-plan  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Palmer,  the  head  workman,  repaired  to  New  York  to 

^  The  Engineer  estimated  "that  it  will  take  20  men  six  months 
to  lay  the  foundation  of  piles,  each  pile  to  be  from  12  to  15  inches 
in  diameter,  capped  and  shod ;  each,  when  drove,  will  cost  about 
fifteen  shillings,  Pennsylvania  currency,  and  to  be  drove  only  their 
own  diameter  asunder." 

■=  One  of  Captain  Montrdsor's  note-books  is  labelled,  "  Fort  I  built 
on  Mud  Island  for  the  province  of  Pennsylvania,  and  for  which  I  have 
never  been  paid."  It  contains  this  note,  "  This  work  is  intended  to 
mount  32  pieces  of  cannon,  4  mortars,  and  4  royal  howitzers,  making 
on  the  whole  40  pieces  of  ordnance,  which  at  6  men  each  make  240 
men  required,  160  musquetry,  in  all  400  garrison." 
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resume  his  duties.  On  May  13,  1773,  the  fort  was  still  un- 
finished, and  Richard  Penn,  under  that  date,  writes  in  be- 
half of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  to  New  York,  to  the 
engineer,  that  the  work  is  "  almost  at  a  stand,  and  unable 
to  proceed  without  more  ample  directions  and  some  par- 
ticular plan,  and  begs  his  personal  attendance  as  soon  as 
he  can  make  it  convenient." 

More  funds  were  needed,  and  on  January  22,  1774,  John 
Penn  laid  before  the  House  of  Assembly  a  message,  which 
thus  concludes,  "You  will,  on  enquiry,  find  that  the  work, 
so  far  as  it  has  been  executed,  is  done  in  a  masterly  man- 
ner, and  that  materials  to  a  considerable  value  are  on  the 
spot,  ready  to  continue  it  as  soon  as  the  season  will  admit ; 
the  plan  of  the  Fort,  and  the  Commissioners'  account,  will 
be  laid  before  you,  by  which  you  will  perceive  what  re- 
mains to  be  done,  in  what  manner  the  money  has  been 
disposed  of,  and  how  much  is  yet  in  arrears  to  the  work- 
men, &c.  From  hence  you  will  be  able  to  judge  what 
further  sum  will  be  wanting  to  complete  a  work  which 
has  for  years  been  considered  by  the  legislature  of  this 
Province  as  an  object  of  the  greatest  importance  for  the 
defence  and  protection  of  this  populous  and  flourishing 
city,  against  His  Majesty's  enemies  in  time  of  War." 

On  the  occupation  of  Philadelphia  by  the  British  troops, 
Captain  Montresor  planned  and  built  the  works  for  the 
reduction  of  Mud  Fort,  which  was  evacuated  on  the  night 
of  Nov.  15,  1777. 

In  the  General  Orders  issued  Nov.  16,  1777,  by  Sir  Wm. 
Howe,  he  particularly  mentions  Captain  Montresor,  and 
names  other  officers  to  whom  his  thanks  were  due  ;  but 
in  his  dispatch  to  Lord  George  Germaine  of  November  28, 
he  only  mentions  by  name  Brigadier-Gen.  Cleaveland,  who 
had  really  very  little  to  do  in  the  reduction  of  Mud  Island. 


Major  Gen':    Charles  Lee. 
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Very  naturally,  this  omission  of  the  name  of  the  Engineer, 
who  had  the  practical  direction  of  the  siege,  was  felt  as 
a  great  slight;  and  although  Sir  Wm,  Howe  afterwards 
sent  his  Aide-de-Camp,  Capt.  Nisbett  Balfour,  to  beg  his 
pardon  for  the  oversight,  yet  the  injury  had  been  inflicted, 
and  this  apology  was  felt  to  be  but  a  "  poor  requital." 
Capt.  Montresor  further  says  in  one  of  his  note-books, 
"  This  omission  of  my  name  being  mentioned  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  in  the  Commander-in-Chief's  letter,  lost 
me  my  rank,  and  obliged  me  to  resign  my  command. 
I  was  joined  in  thanks  in  General  Orders  with  Brigadier- 
Gen.  Cleaveland,  who  never  was  on  the  Battery  until  the 
Guns  were  mounted,  and  just  before  they  were  opened. 
During  that  undertaking  this  grand  hero  was  in  bed 
wrapped  up  in  his  flannels,  and  he  told  Sir  Wm.  Howe 
and  myself  that  he  wished  that  grand  attack  could  be 
changed,  as  his  men  were  disheartened  from  its  exposure, 
and  complaints  were  made  of  its  flimsiness  to  obtain  it. 
One  of  the  '  Eagle's  ^ '  24-pounders  would  have  been  left 
in  a  mud-ditch  but  for  the  Engineer.  This  great  hero 
laid  under  the  heaviest  displeasure  of  Sir  Wm.  Howe  at 
Boston,  for  abandoning  the  town  a  week  before  the  Troops, 
and  went  below  Castle  William,  leaving  his  artillery  and 
mortars  behind,  and  no  men  to  spike  some  of  the  guns," 
&c.  Respecting  the  works,  and  their  er_gction  for  the  re- 
duction of  Mud  Island,  he  says  :  "During  23  campaigns 
I  have  served  in  this  country,  this  service  was  by  far  the 
most  severe,  not  having  been  in  bed  for  nine  nights  to- 
gether, and  remaining  in  general  in  the  midst  of  the 
swamps,  and  at  a  time  when  I  was  very  unwell,  and  the 
two  last  nights  no  one  to  assist  me  in  constructing  the 
Left  Battery,  never  quitting  it  until  it  was  opened." 
''  The  "Eagle"  was  Lord  Howe's  flag-ship. 

l1 
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In  the  autumn  of  1778,  Captain  Montresor  embarked 
for  England  with  his  wife  and  family.  On  the  way  over 
he  beguiled  the  time  by  making  in  his  note-book  many 
interesting  memoranda  concerning  the  nature  and  extent 
of  his  services  in  America,  which  may  very  appropriately 
be  introduced  here,  as  they  are  mainly  of  a  somewhat  his- 
torical nature,  and  throw  some  side-lights  upon  the  cha- 
racter and  actions  of  some  of  the  prominent  British  of- 
ficers in  command. 

"My  Promotion  from  1755  to  1776. 

Ensign  in  48th  Regiment         .  .     March,  1755. 

Engineer    by   General   Braddock,   at 

10  shillings  per  day  .  .     10  June,  1755. 

Lieutenant  in  48th  Regiment .  .       4  July,  1755. 

Engineer  by  Commission  from  Gene- 
ral Shirley     .  .  .  .14  May,  1756. 

Engineer  and  Practitioner  of  Engi- 
neering, though  notified  and  acted 
long  before    .  .  .  -19  May,  1758. 

Lieutenant  and  Sub-Engineer  .1^7  March,  1759. 

^  (  14  Jan.,  1761. 

Engineer  Extraordinary  and  Captain 

Lieutenant    .  .  .  .20  Dec,  1765. 

Engineer  in  Ordinary  and  Captain  .  10  Jan.,  1776. 
Special  Commission  from   the  King 

as  Chief  Engineer  in  America         .     18  Dec,  1775. 


"  Commanders-in-Chief  under  whom  I  have  served 
since  I  left  England  in  the  Ship  with  General  Brad- 
dock,  24th  December,  1754,  to  my  finally  leaving 
America,    19th    October,    1778  ;    and  to   this  period  I 
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have  been  in  Eighteen  actions  and  Thirty-two  voyages, 
and  served  under  Fourteen  Commanders-in-Chief,  and 
near  Twenty-four  Years  in  America,  subsequent  to  4 
years  I  served  at  Gibraltar  as  an  Assistant  Engineer 
under  my  Father,  Colonel  James  Montresor,  Chief 
Engineer. 


.2    < 

'u 

pq 


f  Major-General  Edward  Braddock 

Major-General  Willm.  Shirley  . 

Major-General  Danl.  Webb 

Lt.-General  John,  Earl  of  Loudoun 

Lt.-General  James  Abercrombie 

Major-Gen.  Sir  Jefifery  Amherst 

Lieut.-General  Thos.  Gage 

1763,4,  5,6,  7,  8,9,  70,  1,2,  3,4,  5 

Lieut.-Gen.  Frederick  Haldimand     .         .     1774 

General  Sir  Wm.  Howe     .         .         .     1755,  6,  7,  8 
^  General  Sir  Henry  Clinton        ,        .        .     1778 


•  1754  &S 

.     1755  &  6 

•  1756 
1756,  57,  &  58 

•  1758 
1758,9,60,1,2,3 


Major-General  James  Wolfe, 


Brigadier-Gen.  Robt.  Moncton, 
Brigadier-Gen.  Geo.  Townshend, 


Brigadier-Gen.  James  Murray, 


Unfortunately  for 
me  and  his  Ma- 
jesty's Service  was 
Killed  in  the  Field. 

/ist  Shot  through 
the  Lungs  after 
13  Sept.,  1759, 
and  the  2nd  went 
home      after     the 

I  Victory. 

A    madman.      Re- 
mained    in    com- 
mand  at  Quebec, 
and  I  as  Engineer 
V  with  him. 


26o  APPENDIX. 

"Extra  Services  by  me. 

"  In  1756  I  undertook,  with  the  Command  of  a  Detach- 
ment of  the  44th  and  48th  Regiments,  consisting  of  Sixty- 
men,  to  relieve  the  Post  (with  this  Reinforcement)  at  the 
Falls  of  Conejoxeri,  which  I  effected,  though  attacked 
by  the  way. 

"The  i8th  March,  1757,  while  the  French,  Canadians, 
and  Indians,  under  Monsieur  Rigoud  de  Vaudreuil,  at- 
tacked Fort  William  Henry,  I  secured  Fort  Edward, 
14  miles  from  it,  by  a  Parapet  of  Barrels  of  Pork,  Beef, 
and  Flour,  and  Barrels  filled  with  Snow,  &c.,  which  pre- 
vented the  Enemy's  taking  it,  after  being  beat  off  from 
Fort  William  Henry. 

"My  Scout,  in  1758,  on  Snow  Shoes,  to  drive  the  In- 
dians and  Acadians  off  the  Island  of  Louisbourg. 

"In  the  beginning  of  the  Winter,  1759,  I  went  with 
a  party  on  Snow  Shoes  from  Quebec  to  the  South  Side 
of  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  where  I  swore  to  allegiance 
6,000  Canadians,  and  by  their  laying  down  their  arms 
and  the  great  supply  of  Provisions,  the  Garrison  of  Quebec 
remained  in  Peace  during  a  long  Winter. 

"In  November,  1759  (altho'  an  Engineer),  headed  the 
Light  Infantry  of  the  48th  Regt.,  in  which  I  was  then  an 
Officer,  attacked  and  Stormed  a  Post  at  S.  Augustin, 
upon  the  Intended  attack  of  the  Lines  at  Point-aux- 
Trembles  with  Colonel  Walsh. 

"  My  Scout  from  Quebec  to  New  England  on  Snow 
Shoes  in  1760,  to  fix  the  Plan  for  the  Junction  of  the 
Armies  at  Montreal  ^ 

*  They  left  Quebec  January  26th,  1760,  and  arrived  at  Topsham,  the 
nearest  New  England  settlement  in  Maine,  Februrary  20th.  Montrdsor 
and  his  companions  suffered  terribly  from  cold,  hunger,  and  fatigue. 
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"My  undertaking,  in  1760  (En  Canadien),  to  carry  ver- 
bal Dispatches  from  Major- General  Murray  at  La  Va- 
rennes,  to  Sir  Jeff.  Amherst  at  Isle-au-Perrot,  with  success, 

"  My  undertaking  to  go  as  a  Drummer  of  Marines  to 
the  Marquis  D'Albergatti,  at  the  Fort  at  Jacques  Cartier, 
as  a  Flag  of  Truce  from  Major-Gen.  James  Murray,  with 
the  Body  of  Mons.  D'Herbel,  in  order  to  make  a  Report 
of  the  State  of  the  Works  there,  which  I  accomplished, 
and  it  was  immediately  transmitted  to  Brig.-Gen.  Simon 
Frazer  at  Quebec,  and  ordered  to  attack  it,  which  he  did, 
and  took  it.     I  was  then  Chief  Engineer  in  Canada. 

"  In  the  spring,  1760,  I  was  ordered  by  Sir  Jeff.  Am- 
herst at  New  York  to  take  charge  of  his  dispatches,  and 
deliver  them  to  Major-Gen.  Murray  at  Quebec.  Pro- 
ceeded by  land  to  Boston,  Embarked  there  with  22  Sail 

I  have  before  me  his  httle  note-book,  with  its  daily  entries,  made  with 
blunted  pencil  and  benumbed  fingers,  the  pencil-marks  written  over 
with  ink  when  he  reached  Topsham.  Here  a  fuller  and  more  carefully- 
written  journal  was  prepared  from  these  rough  notes.  I  find  that  on 
February  9th  was  "the  first  day  that  my  party  fell  short  of  provi- 
sions." On  Thursday,  14th,  "  the  party  almost  wasted,  so  faint  from 
want  of  food.  Several  got  sick  eating  alderberries,  continued  eating 
their  moccassins  and  Bullet-pouches,  snow-shoes,  netting  and  strings." 
15th,  "the  Party  reduced  to  eat  their  leather  breeches  and  raw  wood- 
peckers." 1 6th,  "Everybody  ready  to  drop  for  food — began  eating  their 
Bullet-pouches  and  belts."  Lt.  Montresor  made  another  Expedition 
into  Maine  in  June  and  July  of  1761.  In  his  list  of  "  Extra  Services  " 
he  says,  "My  discovery  in  1761  of  the  unexplored  Lands  between 
Canada  and  Fort  Halifax  on  Kennebee  river,  with  a  party  of  sa- 
vages." He  had  suggested  this  expedition  to  the  English  Ministry 
in  1760,  and  his  proposal  was  accepted  through  Sir  Henry  Erskine 
and  Major  Dalrymple.  The  Journal  of  Montresor's  scout  of  1761 
fell  into  the  hands  of  Col.  Benedict  Arnold,  and  suggested  to  him  the 
route  through  Maine  in  1775,  when  he  led  1,100  men  to  make  a  junc- 
tion with  Gen.  Schuyler  for  the  conquest  of  Canada.  Arnold's  letters 
and  Lt.  Montrdsor's  imperfect  journal  were  published  in  1831  in  vol.  i. 
of  the  "Collections  of  the  Maine  Historical  Society." 
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of  vessels,  which  were  all  taken,  except  one  I  sailed, 
having  taken  charge  of  her  myself. 

"My  approved  Proposals  for  the  further  Discovery  of 
the  north-westward  parts  of  North  America,  transmitted 
to  the  Ministry  in  1760,  and  my  letters  from  Sir  Henry 
Erskine  and  Major  Dalrymple. 

"In  1760,  in  the  first  week  in  September,  my  surprising 
the  fortified  town  of  Les  Praries  de  la  Magdalene,  with 
500  Militia  in  arms,  and  two  officers,  and  30  men  of  Re- 
gular Troops.     I  commanded  85  Rangers. 

"My  discovery  in  1761  of  the  unexplored  Lands  be- 
tween Canada  and  Fort  Halifax,  on  Kennebee  River,  with 
a  party  of  savages. 

"In  1760,  61,  and  62,  had  the  Direction  of  the  Survey 
of  the  River  S.  Lawrence,  from  the  River  au  Sud  below 
Orleans  to  the  Cedars,  to  a  scale  of  2,000  feet  to  an  Inch, 
by  order  of  Sir  Jeff.  Amherst. 

"My  great  success  in  1763^,  in  relieving  the  Garrison 
of  D'Etroit  with  Provisions  and  men,  whereby  the  Siege 
was  raised,  they  having  then  14  days  Indian  Corn  and 
Bear's  Grease  to  subsist  on.  Remark — See  Sir  Jeffrey 
Amherst's  letter. 

"The  forced  march  I  took  in  1764  with  a  Regt.  of  Ca- 
nadiens  (the  first  ever  raised  in  our  Service)  to  the  Port- 

^  Extract  from  a  letter  from  Lieut.  J.  Montrdsor,  to  Capt.  Thomas 
Bassett  (Engineer)  at  Fort  Pitt : — 

'■'■Detroit^  Nov.  2nd,  1763. 

"  I  suppose  you  have  heard  at  New  York  of  the  different  disagree- 
able circumstances  that  befel  me  during  my  perigrinations  hither;  of 
my  being  cast  away  at  Presqu'  Isle,  then  attacked  by  a  party  of 
Wyandots,  which  were  repulsed ;  they  killed  us  3  men,  two  in  the 
Breastwork ;  and  I  was  attacked  on  board  the  Schooner  in  the  River 
of  Detroit,  in  which  I  lost  not  a  man.  I  arrived  the  third  of  last 
month." 
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age  of  Niagara,  and  securing  it  near  7  miles  by  a  Chain  of 
Redoubts  before  the  arrival  of  the  Troops  under  Major- 
General  Bradstreet,  and  against  all  the  Indians. 

"In  1769,  when  an  Order  came  from  Lord  Hillsborougli 
to  Gen.  Gage,  that  the  Forts  Nassau  and  Montague,  and 
two  water  Batteries  should  be  put  in  a  State  of  Defense, 
no  opportunity  offered,  I  proceeded  in  a  Deck  Boat  loaded 
with  Onions,  Cheese,  Candles,  and  Potatoes,  and  effected 
that  Service. 

"In  1769,  I  divided  the  Line  between  the  provinces  of 
New  York  and  New  Jersey  by  astronomical  observations, 
so  long  a  bone  of  contention,  and  in  Chancery  so  many 
years. 

"  I  was  offered  by  Mr.  Hillegar,  Commissioner  to  the 
Board  of  Works,  if  I  would  accept  of  being  Inspector- 
General  of  the  works  on  Delaware,  and  at  Philadelphia, 
and  its  environs,  I  should  receive  500  Guineas  per  An- 
num during  pleasure,  and  300  for  life,  which  I  rejected 
from  the  appearance  of  the  times,  1773,  Savouring  much 
of  an  Inclination  to  Rebellion. 

"My  timely  securing  Lt.-Governor  Colden,  and  the 
Stamps  within  Fort  George  at  New  York  in  1765  by 
a  temporary  Defence,  there  being  no  Parapet  to  the 
Works,  and  commanded  by  the  neighbouring  Houses. 

"  I  attended  Lord  Percy  from  Boston  towards  the  Battle 
of  Lexington.  My  advancing  some  miles  in  front  of  his 
Corps  with  four  volunteers,  and  securing  the  Bridge  across 
Cambridge  River,  19th  April,  1775  ;  which  prevented  his 
Body  from  going  the  Watertown  Road,  whereby  the  Light 
Infantry  and  Grenadiers  were  not  cut  off,  my  having  sent 
one  Volunteer  back  to  his  Lordship ;  the  town  of  Cam- 
bridge in  arms,  and  I  galloped  through  them. 

"During  part  of  Gen.  Gage's  Command  at  Boston,  the 
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Garrison  were  distressed  for  want  of  Specie,  and  also  Car- 
penters ;  which  I  undertook  to  remedy,  by  supplying  it 
£6,000  in  gold,  and  got  it  sent  on  board  the  '  Asia,'  and 
so  to  us  at  Boston. — Government  insuring  it. 

"  I  was  twice  attempted  to  be  assassinated  for  support- 
ing the  honor  and  credit  of  the  Crown  during  my  Com- 
mand in  the  course  of  the  Rebellion. — ist,  near  Brattle 
Square,  at  Boston,  by  means  of  Rebel  Doctor  Cooper ; 
and,  2nd,  near  the  South  end  of  Boston,  by  Samuel  Dyer, 
when  I  saved  General  Cleaveland's  Life,  Commanding  Of- 
ficer of  Artillery.  This  man  was  sent  off  by  the  Sheriffs 
of  London,  Messrs.  Lee  and  Sayre,  to  murther  Lt.-Col. 
Maddison  of  the  4th  Regiment. 

"  During  the  24  years  I  acted  as  Engineer  in  America, 
I  was  so  fortunate  as  never  once  to  have  had  a  work 
carried  of  my  Construction,  Mais  depuis  Stoney  Point 
etoit  recemment  Pris. 

"In   my  undertaking  to  blow  up  Castle  William^,  its 

s  Capt.  Montresor  was  instructed  by  a  letter  (Sept.  4, 1770)  from  Lt.- 
Gov.-Gen.  Gage  to  put  Castle  William  in  repair.  He  visited  it  Sept.  14, 
—  submitted  his  report,  and  enumerated  the  difficulties  and  the  ex- 
pense of  so  doing.  "The  Engineer  who  built  Castle  William  was 
Col.  William  Romer,  sent  there  for  that  purpose  by  King  William  III. 
On  his  craving  some  assistance  at  the  General  Court  of  Boston,  one 
of  the  Puritans  rose  up  and  said,  "  That  mud  walls  and  Prayer  was 
a  sufficient  Defence."  The  Engineer  replied  (with  submission  to  the 
representative)  "that  a  stone  one  with  good  guns  and  ammunition 
was  no  bad  one."  Governor's  Island,  anno  1^74,  was  fortified  when 
Due  d'Anville  was  expected.  Noddle  Island  has  good  Spring  waters; 
there  is  on  it  a  hill  called  Camp  hill,  where  the  3  Regts.  encamped 
belonging  to  Sir  Hovenden  Walker,  and  on  which  the  Troops  were 
encamped  for  the  Expedition  against  Louisbourg,  under  the  Com- 
mand of  Sir  Wm.  Pepperell.  Governor's  Island  contains  74  acres, 
3  of  which  are  pallisaded  in,  and  confessedly  belonging  to  the  Crown 
even  by  the  Proprietor  of  that  Island,  heirs  to  Lt.-Gov.  Winthrop, 
from  whence  called  Governor's  Is"*.     Since  Governor  Shirley's  first 
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Extensive  Batteries  and  dependencies,  all  of  masonry,  in 
March,  1776,  with  87  mines,  which  I  completely  effected 
without  one  failing.  Letters  from  a  Society  for  my  sec- 
tions, &c. 

"  I  went  in  a  Whale  Boat,  escorted  with  2  flat  bottomed 
Boats,  with  2  officers,  and  40  of  the  43rd  Regt,  and  pro- 
ceeded towards  New  York  from  Staaten  Island  in  August, 
1776,  and  received  the  fire  from  the  Cannon  of  the  several 
Batteries  and  Musquettry  from  Kennedy's  Island,  pre- 
vious to  the  sailing  of  the  '  Phoenix '  and  '  Rose,'  and  to 
discover  what  Impediments.     My  answer  home. 

"  My  having  the  Direction  of  300  Hessians,  one  Brass 
4  Pounder,  and  three  of  the  17th  Light  Dragoons,  to  sur- 
prize Fort  Independence  in  October,  1776,  which  I  ef- 
fected very  fortunately. 

"  My  proposals  to  Sir  Wm.  Howe  for  the  Landing  on 
the  Sound  of  New  York  at  Kip's  Bay,  contrary  to  the 
opinion  of  Lt.-Gen.  Clinton,  Major  Musgrave,  and  John- 
son, and  the  Officers  of  the  Navy,  and  the  success  that 
attended  it.  My  Landing  from  Gen.  Howe  under  the 
Fire  of  5  Frigates ;  and  the  Rebels  to  turn  the  Hessian 
Grenadiers  under  Count  Dunop  ;  to  support  Gen.  Clinton 
on  the  Heights  of  Inchisburg ;  and  Gen.  Howe's  Expres- 
sions to  Col.  Paterson,  Adjt.-Gen.,  and  myself. 

"The  i6th  Sept.,  1776,  the  action  on  Vanderwater's 
Height,  near  Harlaem,  on  New  York  Island,  I  procured 
two  3  Pounders,  Brass,  with  Lt.  Wallace,  Royal  Artillery. 
No  horses  being  near  Mr.  Gown's,  where  the  Guns  were, 
had  them  hauled  by  hand,  and  brought  into  action  to  face 
the  Enemy,  who  were  attempting  to  cut  off  our  left,  and 

being  Governor  of  Boston,  the  works,  ordnance,  and  military  stores 
of  Castle  William  have  cost  the  Crown  ^30,000  to  the  present  time. 
Shirley's  Battery  constructed  in  1747." 

M  m 
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getting  round  us  between  our  Left  and  Hudson's  River. 
The  proposal  was  my  own,  and  had  its  desired  effect,  no 
other  Guns  being  in  the  Field,  and  60  rounds  from  each 
were  fired. 

"At  the  Battle  of  Brandy  Wine,  nth  Sept.,  1777,  I  di- 
rected the  position  and  attack  of  most  of  the  field  train  ; 
and  late  in  the  evening,  when  the  action  was  near  con- 
cluded, a  very  heavy  fire  was  received  by  our  Grenadiers 
from  6,000  Rebels,  Washington's  Rear-guard,  when  Col. 
Monckton  requested  me  to  ride  through  it  to  Brigadier- 
General  Agnew's  Brigade,  and  his  4  Twelve  Pounders  ; 
which  I  did  time  enough  to  support  them  ;  and  by  my 
fixing  the  four  I2  pounders,  Routed  the  Enemy. 

"In  1774,  5,  and  part  of  6,  Boston  was  defended  by 
very  Extensive  works,  with  a  small  Garrison,  against  the 
united  Forces  of  America ;  and  no  Established  Engineer, 
for  the  most  part,  but  myself.  Vide  Lord  Townshend's 
several  Letters,  with  his  Majesty's  very  favourable  opinion 
upon  it. 

"  I  gave  the  first  Information  of  the  Enemy's  abandon- 
ing the  Avorks  near  Brooklyn ;  and  was  the  first  man  in 
them,  with  one  Corporal,  and  six  men,  in  the  front  of  the 
Piquets. 


"Des  petites  services  qui  ne  vaut  pas  le  peine 
DE  raconter  avec  ceux  passees. 

"  Works,  permanent  and  temporary  thrown  up  for  24 
years  successively,  and  not  one  ever  carried. 

"In  the  beginning  of  the  winter,  1757,  the  Magis- 
trates of  Borden  Town  refusing  to  quarter  300  men 
which  I  commanded  of  the  48th  Regt.,  agreeable  to  act 
of   Parliament,    I    drew    them    up,   with    fixed    Bayonets, 
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and  made  them  face  to  the  Right  about,  and  make  good 
their  Quarters  ;  and  quartered  the  Officers  on  the  Magis- 
trates only,  and  myself  on  the  first  magistrate,  with  two 
Gentries. 

"  I  suppressed  a  Mutiny  in  my  winter  Scout,  1760. 

"  I  suppressed  a  Mutiny  with  that  of  the  Canadien  Regt. 
of  Niagara,  1764. 

"  I  suppressed  a  Mutiny  when  I  commanded  a  party  to 
relieve  Conijohary,  1756. 

"  I  suppressed  a  Mutiny  ^  of  ordnance  Artificers  in  Cadiz 
Packet  at  Sea,  1777. 

"The  greater  part  of  the  Transports,  ships  of  war, 
armed  vessels,  and  victuallers,  &c.,  the  latter  end  of  1776 ; 
and  most  of  1777,  wooded  and  watered  on  Montresor's 
Island  in  the  Sound,  Gratis. 

"  My  being  the  great  means  of  that  Gentleman,  Mr.  Gal- 
loway, being  with  the  Army ;  and  he  living  with  his  ser- 
vant and  his  suite,  &c.,  his  acquaintance  for  the  Campaign 
1777  at  my  expense. 

"  My  apprising  Gen.  Gage  of  his  danger  at  Danvers  by 
means  of  Dr.  Gardiner.  On  the  27  August,  1776,  my  ap- 
prising Sir  Wm.  Howe  of  his  personal  insecurity  on  his 
right ;  and  my  riding  forward  into  Bedford,  and  finding 
the  Rebels  there  just  previous  to  the  Action  ;  and  my 
discovering  two  Rebels  sj^ulking  very  near  Sir  Wm.  Howe 
to  get  a  shot  at  him  in  the  Action,  no  one  with  him  but 
myself,  except  2  Dragoons,  who  could  not  observe  them  ; 
upon  which  I  took  one  of  their  Carbines,  and  drove  them 
into  the  Mud,  where  they  were  smothered. 

"  My  timely  discovery,  upon  a  false  alarm  and  an  alert 
of  ours  at  Boston  (under  Lt.-Gen.  Gage),  a  detachment  of 
Boats,  with  part  of  the  44th  on  board,  in  the  night,  be- 
''  In  Sir  Wm.  Howe's  Expedition  up  Chesapeake  Bay. 
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tweeii  our  works  and  Foster's  mill,  and  prevented  two 
24  pounders  and  one  8  inch  Howitzer  of  Grape  being  fired 
into  them  from  our  Lines. 

"  My  hearing  that  the  Rebels  had  cut  the  King's  head 
off  the  Equestrian  Statue  (in  the  Centre  of  the  EUipps, 
near  the  Fort)  at  New  York,  which  represented  George 
the  3rd  in  the  figure  of  Marcus  Aurelius,  and  that  they  had 
cut  the  nose  off,  dipt  the  laurels  that  were  wreathed  round 
his  head,  and  drove  a  musket  Bullet  part  of  the  way 
through  his  Head,  and  otherwise  disfigured  it ;  and  that 
it  was  carried  to  Moore's  tavern,  adjoining  Fort  Washing- 
ton, on  New  York  Island,  in  order  to  be  fixed  on  a  Spike 
on  the  Truck  of  that  Flagstaff  as  soon  as  it  could  be  got 
ready.  I  immediately  sent  Corby  through  the  Rebel 
Camp  in  the  beginning  of  September,  1776,  to  Cox,  who 
kept  the  Tavern  at  King's  Bridge,  to  steal  it  from  thence, 
and  to  bury  it,  which  was  effected,  and  was  dug  up  on  our 
arrival,  and  I  rewarded  the  men,  and  sent  the  Head  by 
the  Lady  Gage  to  Lord  Townshend,  in  order  to  convince 
them  at  home  of  the  Infamous  Disposition  of  the  Un- 
grateful people  of  this  distressed  Country. 


"My  Pretensions  to  Preferment. 

"  32  years  on  immediate  and  active  service  abroad, 
24  Campaigns  of  which  in  North  America;  18  actions 
during  that  time,  as  per  Journal,  exclusive  of  several 
sieges,  and  being  besieged,  and  in  all  except  one  action 
successful ;  32  voyages  in  that  space. 
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"  Extraordinary  Personal  Services,  exclusive 
OF  lesser  ones  hereunto  annexed. 

"  Having  been  wounded  in  the  Service,  and  a  Ball  still 
in  me.  The  loss  of  my  Constitution  from  my  Extra- 
ordinary Exertions  and  complaint  contracted  at  Mud 
Island. 

"  Loss  of  my  Baggage  various  times,  and  the  entire 
Loss  of  all  my  Property  in  America  during  the  Rebellion, 
as  per  account. 

"  My  Lieutenancy  in  48th  Regt.  taken  from  me,  without 
any  Restitution,  contrary  to  Lord  Geo.  Sackville's  written 
opinion. 

"My  Pretensions  from  my  Ancestors'  services 
lineally. 

"  Colonel  James  Montresor,  my  Father,  was  at  the 
Siege  of  Gibraltar  in  1727  as  an  Engineer  and  Officer, 
and  died  in  the  Service.  He  was  Chief  Engineer  in 
America  during  the  late  war. 

"  My  Grandfather,  Major  Montresor,  served  as  Captain 
of  Cavalry  all  the  Duke  of  Marlborough's  wars,  and  died 
in  the  Service,  Major  of  the  21st  Regt,  and  Lieut-Go- 
vernor of  Fort  William. 

"My  Great-Grandfather  died  an  officer  in  the  Service, 
and  commanded  that  Party  of  Monk's  Troop  that  took  the 
Seven  Bishops  to  the  Tower. 

"  I  purchased  my  three  eldest  Sons  their  Commissions 
in  the  Army,  the  eldest  in  the  23rd  Regt,  one  in  the  80th, 
and  the  3rd  in  the  104th.  One  second  Lieutenancy,  two 
Ensigncies,  three  Lieutenancies,  and  one  Company. 

"  I  lost  two  Brothers  in  the  Service  of  this  Country,  and 
a  Father,  who  broke  his  heart  in  his  Retreat,  for  being 
neglected  and  deceived   by  his  Majesty's  Deceitful  Ser- 
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vants  ;  and  my  wife  lost  her  Father  and  a  Brother  in  its 
cause,  and  her  numerous  Relations  reduced  from  Opulence 
to  Poverty  for  their  Loyalty  and  attachment  to  the  Crown 
of  Great  Britain. 

"  My  Offer  (to  my  Agent,  Mr.  Fisher,  by  Letter)  in 
1782,  during  the  Height  of  the  War,  and  sensible  of  the 
distressed  Finances  of  the  nation,  to  make  them  a  pre- 
sent of  as  much  Timber  as  should  build  Government 
a  Frigate  at  Chatham. 

"  I  did  honour  to  my  Corps  (at  least)  by  keeping  an 
open  Table  during  the  Rebellion,  when  Provisions  were  so 
excessive  scarce  ;  and  my  House  during  it,  the  Hospital 
for  wounded  officers,  and  my  wife  the  matron,  from  her 
indefatigable  attention. 

"  I  took  no  allowance  for  Quarters  as  my  Predecessors, 
as  receiving  Field  Pay,  I  thought  it  was  not  my  Right,  and 
so  the  Precedent  became  lost  to  my  successors. 


"To    WHAT  REDUCED   TO   AFTER   24   CAMPAIGNS 

IN  America. 

"A  restless  Ball  in  my  Body  after  Incisions  cut  to  ex- 
tract it. 

"A  loss  of  appetite  from  derangement  of  my  System, 
from  having  been  distressed  by  Famine  for  1 3  days '  at  one 
time,  and  8  at  another. 

'  "  The  famine  for  13  days  "  alludes  to  the  expedition  from  Quebec 
across  Maine  in  1760.  The  other  refers  to  the  dispatch  of  troops 
under  Col.  John  Bradstreet,  to  Sandusky  in  1764,  to  conclude  a  treaty 
of  peace  with  the  Western  Indians,  which  was  afterwards  repudiated 
by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  Gen.  Gage,  and  Col.  Henry  Bouquet. 
The  troops,  over  1,000  in  number,  on  their  return  in  October,  by  way 
of  Lake  Erie,  were  obliged  to  abandon  their  boats,  through  continued 
stormy  weather.  They  landed,  and  suffered  much  from  shortness 
of  provisions. 
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"  To  various  complaints  from  frequent  hardships  and 
distresses,  by  Excessive  cold  and  fatigue,  and  from  worry 
at  law-suits  against  me  for  Government  matters. 

"An  Hydrocele  contracted  at  the  Siege  of  Mud  Island, 
and  its  cruel  operation,  and  its  consequences,  and  Spasms 
to  this  Day.  Fistula  brought  on  by  Hardships  and  being 
perpetually  on  horseback. 

"  32  years  in  the  Service,  and  obliged  to  quit  with  a 
Captain's  Rank.  6  times  lost  my  Baggage,  and  as  many 
times  wounded.  I  have  never  had  any  Restitution  from 
Government  for  my  losses,  as  House  ^  and  property  on  the 
Island,  Dwelling  and  Store  Houses  on  Cruger's  wharf  by 
the  Fire  at  New  York.  Lost  my  baggage  6  times,  &c.,  for 
all  received;^ 1, 000  from  the  American  Claim  Office.  Lord 
Dunmore,  'tis  said,  got  for  his  losses  ;^  12,000,  Gen.  Ro- 
bertson ^4,000,  O'Hara  ^2,000,  &c.,  &c. 

"  Superceeded  by  Debbing,  Spry,  and  Dixon  at  3  critical 
Periods.  My  Barrack-master's  Commission  as  Bk.-Mr.- 
Genl.,  stopped  payment  without  any  notice. 

"Was  an  Independent  man  before  the  Rebellion,  have 
now  all  my  Collateral  connections  to  maintain,  and  tor- 
mented by  a  Court  of  Inquisition  at  Creditor's  Office. 

"  No  restitution  for  my  Lieutenancy  in  48th  Regiment. 


"Des  Cruautees  et  Chagrins  en  Amerique. 

"  Four  Officers  on  the  Establishment  of  Engineers  put 
over  me,  Spry  superceeding  me  at  Quebec,  though  I  at 
the  Conquest  and  he  in  Pennsylvania  on  his  pleasure. 

"  My  application  to  leave  Quebec  from  the  Tyranny  of 

^  "  13th  January,  1777  :  '  This  night  (Monday)  my  House  and  out- 
houses, Bai-ns  and  offices  on  Montresor's  Island,  formally  called  Belle 
Isle,  and  afterwards  Talbot's  Island,  near  Haerlem,  and  8  miles  from 
New  York,  was  burnt  by  the  Rebels.'" 
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General  James  Murray,  and  Gen.  Jeffery  Amherst's  Jui- 
mane  answer. 

"My  being  superceeded  13th  Aug.,  1776,  by  Major 
M.  Dixon,  where  he  never  had  been,  and  I  most  of  my 
lifek. 

"My  being  left  by  Sir  Wm.  Howe  in  May,  1778,  *  Sur 
le  pavee,'  under  the  Command  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  with 
whom  I  was  upon  no  terms,  'et  malgre  le  certificate  de 
I'Hopital  General' 

"A  12  months  elapsed  from  the  date  of  my  letters  to 
the  Board  of  Ordnance  for  leave,  they  referring  me  to 
Lord  Townshend's  Letters,  which  I  never  received,  and 
stating  my  Health,  &c.,  &c. 

"  My  Brother  Robert,  not  being  permitted  into  the 
43rd,  he,  the  oldest  officer  in  the  army,  and  2,000  guineas 
engaged  with  C.  M'"Kenzie  for  it. 

"The  taking  my  Lieutenancy  in  the  48th  from  me, 
without  any  Restitution,  contrary  to  Lord  G.  Sackville's 
opinion,  and  I  in  several  actions  in  the  Regiment,  and 
a  Ball  in  me  still ;  loss  of  Baggage,  &c.,  and  I  oldest 
Lieutenant. 

"The  cruelty  of  my  extensive  Command  as  Chief 
Engineer  in  America,  without  a  proper  Rank  to  honour  it. 


''  When  Major  Dixon  superseded  Capt.  Montresor,  Sir  William 
Howe  made  him  one  of  his  aides-de-camp.  Extract  from  a  letter 
from  Sir  William  Howe  to  Lord  George  Germaine,  dated  from  Phila- 
delphia :  "Your  Lordship  having  honoured  me  with  His  Majesty's 
commands,  that  the  Commander-in-Chief  is  not  to  appoint  the  Chief 
Engineer  to  be  his  Aide-de-Camp,  permit  me  to  so  far  justify  my  ap- 
pointment of  Capt.  Montresor  to  act  in  that  capacity,  as  to  inform 
your  Lordship  the  appointment  did  not  take  place  until  after  the 
arrival  of  Major  Dixon,  and  that  the  instant  Major  Dixon  quitted  the 
command,  Captain  Montrdsor  was  no  longer  my  Aide-de-Camp. 
July  17th,  1778." 
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"  Memorandums. 

"  Should  the  American  Colonies  (after  all)  be  lost  to 
Great  Britain,  it  may  be  attributed  to  a  variety  of  un- 
fortunate circumstances  and  Blunders,  &c.,  viz.  General 
Gage  having  all  his  Cabinet  papers,  Ministers'  Letters,  &c., 
and  his  Correspondence  all  stole  out  of  a  large  Closet,  or 
Wardrobe,  up  one  pair  of  Stairs  on  the  Landing  at  the 
Government  House  at  Boston  .  .  .  1775. 

"  Taking  Post  at  Boston — a  mere  Libel  on  Common 
Sense — being  commanded  all  round — a  mere  Target  or 
Man  in  the  Almanack,  with  the  Points  of  the  Swords 
directed  to  every  Feature. 

"  Not  purchasing  the  Rebel  Generals  ;  even  Israel  Put- 
nam,   of  Connecticut^,   might   have   been  bought  to   my 
certain  knowledge,  for  one  dollar  per  day,  or  8  shillings 
New  York  Currency.  The  following  Rebel  Generals  might 
have  been  obtained  at  a  still  *  melieur  marchais,'  viz.  : — 
"Lasher,  the  Shoemaker  of  New  York. 
"  Heard,  the  Tavern-keeper  of  Woodbridge. 
"  Pomeroy,  the  Gunsmith. 
^' Pribble,    the    Tavern-keeper    of    Canterbury,    Old 

England. 
"  Putnam,  Carpenter  of  Conecticut. 
"The  singular  Circumstance  of  the    meeting  of  Lord 
Howe  and  Doctor  Benjamin  Franklin  in  Cavendish-square, 
previous  to  his  Lordship's  departure  for  taking  Command 
of  y^  Fleet  in  N.  America. 

"The  sending  the  2  Howes  out  as  Commanders-in-Chief 
and  Commissioners  for  restoring  Peace,  with  the  Sword  in 
one  Hand  and  the  Olive  Branch  in  the  other;    and  they 

'  Putnam  was  with  Montrdsor  under  Col.  Bradstreet  in  1764,  and  is 
mentioned  in  his  Journal  of  that  Expedition. 

N  n 
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two  at  the  same  time  avowedly  in  the  opposition,  and 
Friends  to  the  Americans. 

"The  sending  three  Commissioners  afterwards,  Earl  of 
Carlisle,  Governor  Johnstone,  and  Mr.  Eden,  and  their 
Secretary,  Ferguson,  and  Johnstone  with  a  cargo  of  Wash- 
ington's Pictures  and  Tobacco  Boxes,  &c.,  with  the  brave 
General  Washington,  and  the  story  of  Reed,  Adjutant- 
General  in  the  Rebel  Service. 


"Blunders  in  America. 

"  Blunder  in  sending  General  Gage  with  four  Regiments 
to  Boston. 

"  The  sending  of  Burgoyne  on  a  Route  where  he  never 
had  been,  nor  knew  anything  of.  Commanding  officer  of 
the  Artillery  a  parade-man,  neither  knew  American  service, 
clogged  with  a  needless  heavy  train  of  Artillery.  No  Engi- 
neer that  had  ever  been  there  before ;  no  plans,  &c.  Of 
all  absurd  things,  dividing  that  little  army,  one  division 
with  Lt.  Leger,  and  the  other  with  Skene,  two  madmen. 

"  Sending  Sir  Wm.  Howe  to  the  Chesapeake.  Chesa- 
peake left  open  for  Rebels'  remittences  to  France.  Clin- 
ton's permitting  Washington  to  the  Southward,  by  believ- 
ing a  letter  left  in  Jus  way,  saying  New  York  was  to  be 
attacked. 

"  Lord  Cornwallis  going  through  an  extensive  wilder- 
ness, and  at  last  all  Prisoners.  Example,  vide  Braddock. 
Clinton  leaving  Mud  Island  and  all  works  standing  in 
1778,  after  being  spoke  to  twice  by  me  respecting  blowing 
them  up,  for  which  Chambers  were  all  prepared.  At  last 
forgot  it.  Also  of  the  nation  leaving  all  those  on  the  Con- 
tinent standing,  and  the  Stores  of  Philadelphia  full,  and 
dismantled  the  works,  without  saying  a  word  to  me,  the 
Chief  Engineer. 
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"  Sir  Wm.  Howe  omitted  sending  an  Engineer  with 
Count  Dunop  up  to  Red  Bank,  and  Dunop  himself  took 
no  Tools.     Behold  the  consequences. 

"  Clinton  forgot,  and  his  Engineers,  to  take  Tools  to  the 
attack  of  Fort  Montgomery,  Fuego  y  Spada  salva  pour 
sores  Americanorum.  The  war  in  this  country  should 
have  been  carried  on  as  Dean  Tucker  mentioned,  and 
a  Fleet  on  this  Coast. 

"String  of  Blunders,  and  wound  up  by  the  greatest 
blunder  of  all  Blunders,  a  Blundering,  disgraceful  Peace 
of  1783. 

"  Qucere  ?  Why  did  not  Col.  Stirling  go  on  when  ad- 
vanced up  to  Billingsport,  to  Manto  Creek,  and  proceed 
to  Red  Bank  > 

"Why  did  we  not  contract  our  circle,  instead  of  keeping 
our  Force  so  divided,  and  give  greater  weight  to  our  at- 
tacks toward  Mud  Island  .-* 

"  Why  leave  that  garrison  at  Wilmington  from  the  Battle 

of  Brandywine  until   ,   and  wou'dn't  it  have  been 

considered  better  that  they  had  joined  Colonel  Sterling, 
with  the  42nd  and  loth  Regiments,  and  taken  post  at 
Red  Bank  ? 

"  When  the  Commander-in-Chief  remarked  that  nothing 
had  been  done  for  3  weeks  past  at  Philadelphia,  &c.  (in 
reference  to  the  Siege  of  Mud  Island),  Qnczre  whether 
that  might  not  be  retorted  (with  submission)  at  Ger- 
mantown  1 

"  Why  not  come  to  Philadelphia,  at  least  nearer  to  it, 
after  the  possession  of  it,  and  open  the  communication,  in- 
stead of  three  weeks  at  Germantown  ? 

"  Why  were  our  Bomb  Catches  left  behind  .'' 

"Why  never  raise  any  Light  Horse,  when  found  so  ser- 
viceable ? 
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"Why  never  pursue  the  Enemy  when  the  day  was 
our  own  ? 

"  Why  that  perpetual  Pont  D'or —  ? 

"  Whether,  commencing  this  war  with  fire  and  sword,  it 
would  not  have  been  crushed  long  ere  this,  October,  1777  ? 

^^  September  18,  1778: — Discovered  from  a  variety  of 
Informations  that  Intelligence  is  constantly  transmitted  to 
the  Rebels  of  our  movements  from  time  to  time,  and  that 
from  our  British  Senate,  both  Upper  and  Lower  House, 
particularly  the  latter,  in  the  Correspondence  with  the 
Arch  Rebels,  Demagogues,  and  Rebel  Generals,  viz.  from 
Burke  to  Doctor  Franklin,  Fox  to  Barre,  to  General  Cad- 
wallader,"  &c.,  &c. 

"  '  Hail,  happy  Country  !  that  can  thus  disclose 
Thy  inmost  secrets  to  thy  deadliest  foes.  " '  " 

Extract  froin  ^^  Letters  from  America"  Nezv  York,  Nov.  10, 
1777  :  "  Should  you  think  of  writing  any  thing,  let  it  be 
known,  too,  that  the  General  (Howe)  has  been  all  along 
deficient  in  Intelligence,  owing  to  his  being  as  inaccessible 
to  a  cloth-coloured  coat  as  an  Eastern  Monarch  ;  nay,  he 
is  often  inaccessible  to  his  own  officers,  even  upon  business. 
He  is  reported  to  be  as  obstinate  as  a  mule,  when  once  he 
has  formed  his  opinion  ;  and  but  too  frequently  forms  his 
opinions  of  men  and  things  from  pride,  or  the  notions  of 
his  aide-de-camp.  He  seldom  forgives  opposition  to  his 
will,  or  disapprobation  of  his  conduct.  Lord  Howe,  how- 
ever, is  spoken  of  very  differently,  as  a  well-meaning, 
painstaking  man,  always  aff'able,  and  easy  of  access.  Yet 
even  with  respect  to  his  conduct  as  Admiral,  it  is  observed 
that  the  Ports  of  Charlestown  and  Boston  have  supplied 

^  To  emphasize  the  expression  of  his  feehngs  in  quoting  the  above 
lines,  he  writes  them  in  his  Journal  in  red  ink. 


APPENDIX.  277 

the  rebels  with  all  necessary  clothing  and  arms,  and  that 
multitudes  of  captures  are  carried  into  those  Harbours." 


Colonel  Cleaveland. 

Colonel  Cleaveland,  of  the  Royal  Artillery  ''j  had  a 
local  rank  of  Brigadier.  He  and  Col.  Pattison  were  in 
command  of  the  Artillery  in  Boston.  The  ist,  3rd,  and 
4th  battalions  of  the  Artillery  were  engaged  at  Bunker's 
Hill.  When  the  British  Troops,  under  Lieut.-Col.  Smith, 
commenced  retiring  from  Concord  on  Lexington,  they 
were  met  by  a  reinforcement  under  Lord  Percy,  accom- 
panied by  two  field-guns.  This  was  the  first  appearance 
of  the  Royal  Artillery  in  the  War.  Under  the  fire  of  the 
guns,  the  troops  were  able  to  continue  their  retreat  com- 
paratively unmolested  ;  but  before  they  reached  Boston, 
they  had  sustained  a  loss  of  no  less  than  273  killed, 
wounded,  and  prisoners.  Effective  as  the  fire  of  the 
English  guns  was,  complaints  were  made,  probably  in 
self-defence,  by  the  commanding  ofiicer  of  the  troops, 
that  the  Artillery  were  inadequately  supplied  with  am- 
munition on  the  occasion.  A  strong  remonstrance  was 
immediately  sent  by  Colonel  Cleaveland  to  the  Master- 
General  of  the  Ordnance  stating  the  true  facts  : — 

"  I  find  it  has  been  said  in  England  that  ammunition 
was  wanting  for  the  two  guns  which  went  with  the  brigade 
to  Lexington  ;  that  they  had  only  24  rounds  per  gun. 
I  had  a  waggon  with  140  rounds  on  the  parade,  and  Lord 
Percy  refused  to  take  it,  saying  it  might  retard  their 
march,  and  that  he  did  not  imagine  there  would  be  any 
occasion  for  more  than  there  was  in  the  side-boxes." 
"  "  Col.  Cleaveland  of  the  Artillery."     See  page  141. 
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In  the  batteries  on  Copp's  Hill,  and  with  the  guns 
actually  on  the  field,  five  companies  of  the  4th  battalion 
of  Royal  Artillery  were  present  (Bunker's  Hill),  viz., 
Nos.  I,  2,  4,  5,  and  8. 

Eight  field-pieces  were  actually  in  action,  but  twelve 
accompanied  the  attacking  force:  four  light  12-pounders, 
four  5 1 -inch  howitzers,  and  four  light  6-pounders.  The 
attack  was  made  under  the  fire  of  the  guns.  "  The  troops 
advancing  slowly,  and  halting  at  intervals,  to  give  time 
for  the  artillery  to  produce  some  effect." — {General  Sted- 
man's  yournal).  "  During  the  engagement  (writes  Sted- 
man)  a  supply  of  ball  for  the  artillery,  sent  from  the 
Ordnance  department  in  Boston,  was  found  to  be  of  larger 
dimensions  than  fitted  the  calibres  of  the  field-pieces  that 
accompanied  the  detachment ;  an  oversight  which  pre- 
vented the  use  of  the  artillery." 

In  opposition  to  this  statement,  Colonel  Cleaveland's 
report  to  the  Master  General  may  be  quoted :  "  At 
Bunker's  Hill,  I  sent  66  rounds  to  each  gun,  and  not 
more  than  half  was  fired." — (From  MSS.  in  the  Royal 
Artillery  Record  Office.)  "  Had  the  reason  been  that 
given  by  Stedman,  Colonel  Cleaveland  was  too  truthful 
a  man  to  omit  mentioning  it.  The  battle  of  Bunker's 
Hill  was  the  '  Inkermann  of  the  American  War.'  The 
British  loss  was  1,054  killed  and  wounded.  The  loss  of 
the  artillery  was  small ;  some  9  or  10  wounded,  officers 
included,  and  none  killed,  according  to  the  battalion 
records.  At  the  battle  of  Brandy  wine.  Col.  Cleaveland 
distinguished  himself,  and  was  duly  noticed  in  a  despatch 
of  Sir  William  Howe's  to  Lord  George  Germaine  :  '  Much 
credit  is  due  to  Brigadier-General  Cleaveland,  and  to  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  corps  of  artillery.'  While  in  Phil- 
adelphia, Col.  Cleaveland  was  superseded  by  Col.  Pattison, 
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who  commanded  the  artillery  when  the  British  took  pos- 
session of  the  Fort  of  Red  Bank.  General  Pattison  was 
afterwards  commandant  of  the  city  of  New  York," 

The  above  account  has  been  condensed  from  the  "  His- 
tory of  the  Royal  Artillery,"  by  Major  Duncan,  R.A. 


Brigadier-General  Richard  Prescott",  the  command- 
ing-officer of  the  British  troops  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island, 
had  made  himself  especially  odious  to  the  inhabitants 
by  many  acts  of  petty  tyranny  and  oppression.  At  last 
a  plan  was  concocted,  and  successfully  carried  out  by 
Lieut.-Col.  Barton,  of  Providence,  of  capturing  him,  and 
carrying  him  into  the  American  lines  on  the  night  of  the 
lOth  of  July,  1777.  Full  particulars  of  this  well-contrived 
and  daring  enterprise  will  be  found  in  Lossing's  "Field 
Book  of  the  Revolution,"  vol.  ii.  pp.  75,  'j6.  Two  popular 
ballads  were  also  made  upon  this  successful  exploit,  which 
are  preserved  in  Duyckinck's  "  Cyclopaedia  of  American 
Literature,"  vol.  i.  pp.  451,  452, 

°  "  My  old  friend  Col.  Prescott,"  p.  140. 

George  3rd  was  much  annoyed  by  the  capture  of  General  Prescott, 
which  drew  forth  the  following  letter  from  Sir  William  Howe  to  Lord 
George  Germaine  : — 

"■'Philadelphia,  Jattimry  17,  1778. 

"  My  Lord, — If  I  may  presume  to  engage  your  Lordship's  atten- 
tion for  a  moment,  I  could  most  earnestly  solicit  your  good  offices  with 
the  King  in  favour  of  Major-General  Prescott,  who  seems  to  have  been 
more  unfortunate  than  inattentive  to  his  duty.  It  is  from  a  confidence 
the  King  will  be  deprived  of  the  services  of  a  very  useful  officer,  if  his 
Majesty  is  not  graciously  pleased  to  restore  him  to  his  rank  in  the 
army,  that  I  am  encouraged  to  hope  I  may  not  be  thought  importu- 
nate, in  making  this  request. 

*'  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 
''{signed)  W.  Howe." 
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Extracts  from  Journals  of  Congress. 

"  Resolved,  That  General  Prescott  be  committed  to,  and 
kept  in  close  confinement  in,  the  jail  of  Philadelphia,  till 
further  orders  from  Congress. 

"  N.B. — This  was  occasioned  by  the  cruel  and  inhuman 
treatment  of  Col.  Ethan  Allen,  and  the  prisoners  taken 
with  him  near  Montreal,  by  loading  them  with  heavy 
irons,  and,  in  the  most  severe  weather,  keeping  them 
almost  naked,  and  without  anything  to  lie  on  but  bare 
boards,  which  treatment  was  continued  all  the  time  that 
they  were  confined  in  Pendennis  Castle  in  England. 

"January  30.  Resolved,  That  Dr.  Cadwallader  and 
Dr.  Shippen,  jun.,  be  desired  to  inspect  the  room  of  the 
jail  where  General  Prescott  is  confined,  and  inquire  into 
the  state  of  his  health,  and  report  thereon  to  Congress. 

"February  13.  Resolved,  That  Captain  Gordon,  upon 
giving  his  parole,  be  permitted,  while  he  remains  in  town, 
to  visit  General  Prescott  at  proper  seasons. 

"  April  9.  That  Brigadier-General  Prescott,  upon  sub- 
scribing the  parole  ordered,  be  enlarged  from  his  present 
confinement." 


Extract  from  a  Letter  from  the  "  London 
Chronicled 

'■'■January  14 — 16,  1777. 
"An  ofiicer  who  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Americans 
at  St.  John's,  is  lately  arrived  in  England.  He  was  a  pri- 
soner in  Philadelphia  with  General  Prescott  and  several 
other  officers,  and  says  that,  as  a  party  of  them  were  one 
day  dining  with  General  Prescott,  a  Provincial  Captain 
with  thirty  soldiers  came  into  the  room,  and  said  he  was 
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ordered  by  the  Congress  to  carry  General  Prescott  imme- 
diately to  the  common  jail.  The  General,  with  the 
greatest  composure,  submitted  to  his  fate.  The  room 
in  which  they  lodged  him  was  cold  and  damp,  bare  walls, 
no  fireplace,  the  furniture  nothing  but  a  chair  and  a 
truckle-bed.  From  the  unwholesomeness  of  this  situa- 
tion and  other  hardships,  the  wounds  he  had  received 
in  former  services  broke  out  afresh,  and  reduced  him  to 
so  low  a  state,  that  his  death  seemed  inevitable.  Major 
Preston,  who  was  also  a  prisoner,  went  to  Hancock,  the 
President  of  the  Congress,  and  told  him,  that  if  they  were 
determined  to  sacrifice  his  brother-officer  to  their  resent- 
ment, it  would  be  an  act  of  humanity  to  dispatch  him 
immediately,  and  not  suffer  him  to  linger  in  misery. 
Upon  this  representation.  Dr.  Cadwallader  p  was  sent  to 
visit  him,  who,  by  his  humane  account  of  the  General's 
case,  and  other  kind  offices,  obtained  leave  for  his  re- 
moval to  his  former  lodgings  in  the  town,  with  sentinels 
to  guard  him.  This  severe  treatment,  the  Congress  de- 
clared, was  intended  as  a  retaliation  for  the  imprisonment 
of  Ethan  Allen,  which,  though  really  done  by  General 
Carleton's  orders,  they  ascribed  to  General  Prescott,  who 
might  have  obtained  a  much  more  speedy  release,  by 
declaring  that  the  orders  came  from  his  superior  officer  ; 

p  Extract  from  a  Letter  in  the  "New  York  Gazette,"  Nov.  25,  1776  :  — 
"  When  Mr.  Cadwallader,  a  young  officer  in  the  service  of  the  rebels, 
was  dismissed  the  other  day  by  the  General's  orders,  on  account 
of  his  father's  civil  treatment  of  General  Prescott  while  a  prisoner,  he 
burst  into  tears  upon  the  instances  of  generosity  shewn  him,  and  dis- 
covered such  sensibility  on  the  occasion,  as  did  him  honour  as  a  man 
and  a  gentleman.  'Tis  to  be  regretted  that  such  a  man  could  be  in 
rebellion  against  his  king  and  the  constitution  of  his  country." 

The  Mr.  Cadwallader  alluded  to  above  was  Lambert  Cadwallader, 
who  rose  to  the  rank  of  a  General  in  the  service,  and  was  captured  at 
the  taking  of  Fort  Washington. 

O    O 
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but  at  that  juncture  Montgomery  was  carrying  on  the 
siege  of  Quebec,  and  General  Carleton  seemed  in  danger 
of  falling  into  the  hands  of  Congress ;  therefore  General 
Prescott,  though  formally  interrogated  by  deputies  from 
the  Congress  on  the  subject,  resolutely  suffered  them 
to  continue  under  the  mistake,  till  Montgomery  was  de- 
feated and  Quebec  secure.  The  above  particulars  were 
related  by  an  officer  who  was  at  dinner  with  the  General 
when  he  was  taken  into  custody." 

General    Prescott  was   exchanged   in   April,   1778,   for 
General  Charles  Lee. 


Col.  Valentine  Jones  {for  Col.  Rich.  Prescott) 
to  Major-Geiteral  Haldimand. 

"  Quebec,  "i^rd  February,  1774. 

"  Sir, — Colonel  Prescott  has  requested  I  would  apply 
to  your  Excellency  to  grant  him  leave  to  go  to  Europe, 
and  to  Lieut.  Harrison  of  the  7th  Regiment,  who  has 
urgent  business  that  requires  his  being  in  England  to 
settle  it.  The  Colonel  would  have  wrote  himself  if  a  fit 
of  illness  had  not  prevented  him,  being  confined  to  his 
bed  for  this  four  days  past  of  a  fever.  This  climate  does 
not  suit  with  his  years  or  constitution. 

"  I  transmitted  to  your  Excellency  the  accounts  in  the 
Engineer  Department  for  the  year  1773  by  Mr.  Swift, 
a  merchant  of  this  city,  who  promised  to  deliver  them 
safe  at  York,  It  will  occur  to  your  Excellency  that  stand- 
ing charged  with  that  business  is  attended  with  much  care 
and  trouble  to  me  for  want  of  an  Engineer.  I  hope  it 
will  be  thought  necessary  to  send  one  here  early  in  the 
Spring.     I  applied   last  year  to  his  Excellency,  General 
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Gage,  for  an  order  to  purchase  snow-shoes  ;  there  is  not 
a  single  pair  in  store  here.  I  suppose  my  application 
escaped  his  memory.  As  I  got  no  answer,  of  course  pre- 
vented my  buying  any.  I  now  renew  my  application  to 
your  Excellency.  It  would  be  needless  to  say  more  on 
the  subject,  than  that  every  soldier  serving  in  America 
ought  to  know  the  use  of  the  oar,  setting-pole,  and  snow- 
shoes. 

'•  I  am,  &c., 

"  Your  Excellency's,  &c., 

••  Valentine  Jones." 


Letter  of  Col.  Richard  Prescott  to  Major- 
Gen.  Haldimand, 

"  Sir, — Col.  Jones  has  this  day  signified  to  me  your 
dissent  to  my  request  for  leave  of  absence. 

"  As  you  have  not  been  pleased  to  assign  any  particular 
reason  for  your  refusal,  I  am  willing  to  hope  that  it  is  not 
grounded  on  any  disapprobation  of  my  conduct,  but  on 
a  probability  of  active  service  on  this  continent.  Any 
other  motive  would  be  a  severe  mortification  indeed.  If 
my  conjecture  is  well  founded,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  ac- 
quaint you  that  my  health  is  so  far  re-established,  that 
I  shall  be  able  to  execute  any  Commands  you  may  honor 
me  with  ;  if  not,  the  situation  of  my  private  affairs,  of  my 
health,  which  has  suffered  greatly  from  the  pressure  of 
old  wounds,  lay  me  under  the  necessity  of  repeating  my 

request. 

"  I  have  the  honour,  &c.,  &c., 

"Rich.  Prescott. 

*'  Quebec,  March  2  7^rd,  1774. 
"  To  Major- Gen.  Haldimand." 
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Jared  Ingersoll  (p.  141). 

Jared  Ingersoll,  son  of  Jared  Ingersoll,  who  was  the 
Agent  for  Massachussetts  in  London,  when  Benjamin 
Franklin  represented  Pennsylvania,  and  Jackson  and 
Garth  South  Carolina.  On  Feb.  2nd,  1765,  they  had  an 
interview  with  Grenville,  to  remonstrate  against  the  pas- 
sage of  the  Stamp  Act.  Ingersoll  attended  the  debates 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  reported,  semi-loyalist  as 
he  was,  a  speech  of  Colonel  Barre  who  opposed  it.  The 
Stamp  Act  passed  the  House  Feb.  27th,  the  intelligence 
was  received  in  Boston  May  16,  1766,  and  on  September 
9th  a  ship  brought  the  news  of  its  repeal.  In  the  mean- 
time Jared  Ingersoll  had  been  appointed  Stamp  Collector 
for  Connecticut,  shortly  after  his  return  from  England. 
A  few  days  before  the  news  of  this  repeal  reached  New 
Haven,  where  he  resided,  he  was  waited  upon  by  an  angry 
and  excited  mob  ;  and,  temporising  with  them  as  long 
as  it  was  really  safe,  he  was  at  last  forced  to  resign  his 
appointment.  I  have  found  two  of  Mr.  IngersoU's  let- 
ters written  about  that  time,  and  two  of  Governor  Ber- 
nard's, with  a  declaration,  shewing  that  the  enemies  of 
the  Stamp  Act  had  sent  out  very  active  and  energetic 
emissaries  to  rouse  the  country. 


Letters  from  Jared  Ingersoll  to  Sir  Henry  Moore, 
Bai^t.,  Captain-General  and  Governor-in-Chief  in 
and  over  the  Colonies  of  New  York,  &c.,  &c. 

'■'•New  Haveji,  Ja?mary  2,fd,  1766. 
"  Sir, — I  have  to  request  to  you  the  request  which  I 
have  been  obliged  to  make  lately  to  Lieut.-Governor  Col- 
den,  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  receive  into  the  fort, 
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and  protect  in  the  best  manner  you  are  able,  the  Stamp't 
papers  that  have  or  shall  arrive  at  New  York  Consigned 
to  me,  being  the  Distributor  appointed  for  this  Colony, 
the  late  tumults  and  violences  here  having  prevented  me 
from  being  able  to  receive  them  agreeable  to  the  direc- 
tions of  the  Commissioners. 

"  I  am, 
"  ¥■■  most  obed'  and  most  Humble  servant, 

"J.  Ingersoll. 
"  Governor  Moore!^ 


Jared  higersoll  to  Sir  Henry  Moore^  Bart. 

'■'•  N.  Haven,  14th  July,  1766. 

"  Sir, — I  have  received  orders  from  the  Commissioners 
of  Stamps  to  ship  to  them  all  the  Stampt  parchment  and 
paper  which  have  been  consigned  to  me.  They  also  inti- 
mate that  it  is  expected  orders  will  come  from  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  for  the  ships  of  war  re- 
turning home  to  take  on  board  and  carry  the  same  to 
England,  and  accordingly  direct  me  to  apply  to  the  Com- 
manders of  such  Ships  to  receive  all  such  as  I  have  in 
my  custody  or  power. 

"  As  I  have  been  obliged,  during  the  late  troubles,  to 
desire  your  Excellency,  and,  before  your  arrival,  Lieut.- 
Gov.  Colden,  to  receive  into  the  fort  at  New  York,  and 
there  keep  until  further  Orders^  whatever  Stamps  should 
come  consigned  to  me  that  way  ;  and  as  I  live  remote 
from  where  any  Ships  of  war  are  stationed,  I  have  to  ask 
the  favour  of  your  Excellency  to  Order  to  be  put  on 
board  any  such  returning  ship,  all  and  any  Boxes  or  par- 
cels of  Stampt  parchment  or  papers  which  you  shall  have 
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in  your  Custody  or  power,  which  shall  appear  to  be  di- 
rected and  Consigned  to  me  ;  that  so  the  same  may  be 
carried  back  to  the  Stamp  Office  in  London,  agreeable  to 
the  before-mentioned  orders  from  that  Board,  A  particu- 
lar account  of  which  boxes,  with  their  numbers,  you  will 
be  so  good  as  to  take  and  favour  me  with.  The  Common 
necessity  and  peculiarity  of  the  times  will,  I  hope,  plead 
my  excuse  for  giving  y*"  Excelly  this  further  trouble. 

"  I  am,  &c.,  &c., 
"  Sir  Henry  Moored  "  J  A  RED  INGERSOLL. 


From  Francis  Bernard,  Governor  of  Massachussetls, 
to  Sir  Henry  Moore,  Bart.,  Gov^  of  New  York. 

^^  Boston,  Feb.  2^rd,  1766. 

"  Sir, — I  am  favoured  with  yours  of  the  17th  inst.,  and 
would  not  miss  the  return  of  the  post  to  answer  it,  as  far 
as  I  can  in  so  short  a  time. 

"  The  account  of  the  affair  at  New  London  I  had  from 
the  mouth  of  a  gentleman  of  undoubted  Credit,  who  dined 
at  a  Tavern  in  New  London  on  the  first  of  January,  the 
day  after  the  meeting  with  the  New  York  Messengers. 
In  the  Company  was  one  of  the  Persons  who  had  been 
at  the  Meeting  the  Evening  before  ;  and  he,  in  open  Com- 
pany, gave  the  account  of  what  passed  at  the  Meeting  in 
manner  as  I  have  informed  you.  I  don't  think  myself  at 
liberty  to  mention  the  name  of  the  Gentleman  who  in- 
formed me,  nor  the  name  of  the  person  who  gave  the 
account  to  him,  without  their  leave ;  nor  do  I  think  this 
a  proper  time  to  make  an  inquiry  into  a  business  of  this 
kind.     But  if  Mr.  Sayers  ^  is  very  zealous  of  his  character 

•i  Isaac  Sears,  of  New  York. 
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SO  as  to  admit  of  no  delay,  he  may  easily  procure  Evi- 
dence of  these  Declarations  at  New  London,  for,  as  I  am 
assured,  it  is  known  to  every  one  in  Town  ;  and  as  there 
were  seven  persons  at  least  in  Company  with  Mott  and 
Hughes  upon  this  occasion,  it  is  hard  if  he  can't  prevail 
upon  one  of  them  to  testify  the  declarations  concerning 
him.  When  I  see  the  gentleman  who  informed  me  I  will 
acquaint  him  with  this,  and  if  he  gives  me  leave,  will  in- 
form you  of  the  name  of  the  person  who  informed  him  ; 
but  it  is  so  little  a  secret  at  New  London,  that  informa- 
tion cannot  be  wanted  from  hence. 

"  I  received  your  packet  from  Lord  Colville,  and  de- 
livered it  to  Captain  Bishop  of  the  '  Fortune,'  who  put 
it  on  board  the  Halifax  packet  the  same  day. 
"  I  am  with  great  respect.  Sir, 

"  Your  most  obed*^  Humble  servant, 
"  Fra.  Bernard. 

"  Sir  Henry  Moore,  Bart." 


"  Declaration. 


"  On  the  31st  day  of  December,  1765,  two  persons  came 
to  New  London  and  went  to  a  Tavern  there  ;  they  said 
they  came  from  New  York.  One  of  them  called  himself 
Hughes,  and  said  he  was  brother  to  Mr.  Hughes  of  Phila- 
delphia, appointed  distributor  of  Stamps  there ' ;  the  other 
called  himself  Mott.  They  sent  for  Six  or  Seven  Inhabit- 
ants of  New  London,  who  were  known  to  be  most  violent 
against  the  Stamp  Act,  and  produced  to  them  a  Letter 
from  one  Sears  of  New  York,  a  noted  Captain  of  the  Mob 
there,  recommending  them  and  their  Business  to  the  people 
of  Connecticut  ;  that  it  was  expected  that  Troops  would 

'  Appointed  through  Dr.  Franklin's  influence. 
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be  sent  from  England  to  enforce  their  submission  to  the 
Stamp  Act  ;  that  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  unite  in 
opposition  to  the  EngHsh  Forces  upon  this  occasion  ;  that 
most  probably  New  York  would  be  attacked,  and  Connec- 
ticut ought  to  march  in  defence  of  New  York  ;  that  they 
were  therefore  sent  to  learn  what  number  of  Men  from 
Connecticut  might  be  depended  upon  to  assist  the  People 
of  New  York  to  support  themselves  against  the  English 
forces.  They  added  that  they  were  to  go  from  thence  to 
Norwich,  and  from  thence  to  Windham,  at  both  of  which 
places  they  were  to  make  the  same  Enquiry ;  and  they 
said  that  two  other  persons  were  gone  to  Boston  on  the 
same  business.  This  Company  spent  the  Evening  at  the 
Tavern,  and  some  Resolutions  were  framed  and  reduced 
to  writing,  but  the  substance  of  these  have  not  been  as 
yet  discovered.  These  two  persons  set  out  the  next  day 
in  very  bad  weather  to  Norwich,  from  whence  they  re- 
turned to  New  London  the  third  day,  without  going  to 
Windham." 


Francis  Bernard,  Gov^  of  Massachussetts,  to  Sir 
Henry  Moore,  Bart.,  Gov""  of  New  York. 

"  Boston,  May  29///,  1766. 

"  Sir, — I  beg  leave  to  trouble  you  upon  an  affair  which 
has  given  me  a  good  deal  of  concern,  I  mean,  the  use  of 
Mr.  Colden's  name  in  some  of  our  Newspapers.  It  has 
been  the  Rule  of  persons  who  have  published  extracts  of 
letters  in  my  favour  not  to  acquaint  me  with  them,  that 
it  might  not  be  said  that  I  was  concerned  in  the  publica- 
tion. It  was  upon  that  account,  and  also  by  my  being 
out  of  Town  at  the  time  that  letter  was  communicated 
to  the  printers,  that  I  had  no  Knowledge  of  it ;  if  I  had 
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known  it  before,  I  should  certainly  have  prevented  its 
being  published.  I  wish  you  would  acquaint  Lt.-Gov. 
Colden  with  this,  and  assure  him  that  I  am  much  con- 
cerned that  this  injurious  Extract  has  slipped  into  the 
papers.  The  Popular  Madness  has  not  abated  here  so 
much  as  I  could  wish.  At  the  Annual  Election  of  Coun- 
cellors  the  Lt.-Gov.,  the  Secrty.,  the  Attory.-Gen.,  and  the 
Judge  Oliver,  were  thrown  out,  when  I  negatived  the 
4  persons  who  were  chosen  in  their  room,  and  2  of  the 
old  Councellors  who  were  concerned  in  the  scheme.  This 
makes  a  great  noise  at  present,  but  I  believe  will  have 
good  effects,  as  it  is  very  agreeable  to  the  princippal 
Gentlemen  of  this  Town. 

"  Yours,  &c., 

"Era.  Bernard." 


From  '^Memoirs,  &c.,  of  General  James  Wilkmson,'' 
vol.  i.  pp.  loi,  102,  and  p.  212  of  Text. 

"Brigade-Major  Wilkinson  was  dispatched  on  the 
morning  of  December  12,  1776,  with  a  letter  from  General 
Gates  to  General  Washington.  At  midnight  he  entered 
a  wayside  tavern,  and  roused  up  Col.  George  Gibson,  and 
Joseph  Nourse,  Esq.  (the  Registrar  of  the  Treasury),  who 
directed  him  where  to  find  General  Lee,  as  they  had 
parted  from  him  the  evening  before.  About  4  A.M.  he 
reached  Lee's  quarters,  at  White's  tavern,  on  Baskingridge. 

"  Wilkinson  states  that  '  I  was  presented  to  the  General 
as  he  lay  in  bed,  and  delivered  into  his  hands  the  letter 
of  General  Gates.  He  examined  the  superscription,  and 
observed  it  was  addressed  to  General  Washington,  and 
declined  opening  it  until  I  apprised  him  of  the  contents, 

pp 
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and  the  motives  of  my  visit.  He  then  broke  the  seal  and 
read  it,  after  which  he  desired  me  to  take  repose.  I  lay- 
down  on  my  blanket  before  a  comfortable  fire,  amidst 
the  officers  of  his  suite ;  for  we  were  not  in  those  days 
incumbered  with  beds  or  baggage.  I  arose  at  the  dawn, 
but  could  not  see  the  General,  with  whom  I  had  been 
previously  acquainted,  before  8  o'clock.  After  some  in- 
quiries respecting  the  conduct  of  the  campaign  on  the 
northern  frontier,  he  gave  me  a  brief  account  of  the  oper- 
ations of  the  grand  army,  which  he  condemned  in  strong 
terms.  He  observed  that  our  siege  of  Boston  had  led 
us  into  great  errors ;  that  the  attempt  to  defend  islands 
against  a  superior  land  and  naval  force  was  madness  ; 
that  Sir  William  Howe  could  have  given  us  checkmate 
at  his  discretion,  and  that  we  owed  our  salvation  to  his 
indolence,  or  disinclination  to  terminate  the  war.  "When 
I  reached  the  army  on  York  Island,"  said  Lee,  "  all  hands 
were  busily  employed  in  collecting  materials,  and  erecting 
barracks  ;  and  I  found  little  Mifflin  exulting  in  the  pros- 
pect of  fine  winter  quarters  at  Kingsbridge."  I  replied  to 
him,  "  Winter  quarters  here.  Sir,  and  the  British  army  still 
in  the  field  !  Go  set  fire  to  those  you  have  built,  and  get 
away  by  the  light,  or  Sir  William  Howe  will  find  quarters 
for  you." ' 

"  General  Lee  wasted  the  morning  in  altercation  with 
certain  militia  corps  who  were  of  his  command,  particu- 
larly the  Connecticut  Light  Horse,  several  of  whom  ap- 
peared in  large  full-bottomed  perukes,  and  were  treated 
very  irreverently.  The  call  of  the  Adjutant-General  for 
orders  also  occupied  some  of  his  time,  and  we  did  not  sit 
down  to  breakfast  before  10  o'clock.  General  Lee  was 
engaged  in  answering  General  Gates'  letter,  and  I  had 
arisen   from  the  table,   and  was  looking  out   of  an    end 
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window,  down  a  lane  about  a  hundred  yards  in  length, 
which  led  to  the  house  from  the  main  road,  when  I  dis- 
covered a  party  of  British  Dragoons  turn  a  corner  of  the 
avenue  at  a  full  charge.  Startled  at  the  unexpected 
spectacle,  I  exclaimed,  *  Here,  Sir,  are  the  British  Cavalry/ 
'Where?'  replied  the  General,  who  had  signed  his  letter 
on  the  instant.  'Around  the  house  ;'  for  they  had  opened 
files,  and  encompassed  the  building.  General  Lee  ap- 
peared alarmed,  yet  collected  ;  and  his  second  observation 
marked  his  self-possession.  '  Where  is  the  guard  ?  (d — n) 
the  guard,  why  don't  they  fire  .<"  And  after  a  momentary 
pause,  he  turned  to  me  and  said,  '  Sir,  see  what  has  be- 
come of  the  guard.'  The  women  of  the  house  at  this 
moment  entered  the  room,  and  proposed  to  him  to  con- 
ceal himself  in  a  bed,  which  he  rejected  with  evident 
disgust.  I  caught  up  my  pistols  which  lay  on  the  table, 
thrust  the  letter  he  had  been  writing  into  my  pocket,  and 
passed  into  a  room  at  the  opposite  end  of  the  house, 
where  I  had  seen  the  guard  in  the  morning.  Here  I  dis- 
covered their  arms  ;  but  the  men  were  absent.  I  stepped 
out  of  the  door,  and  perceived  the  Dragoons  chasing 
them  in  different  directions  ;  and  receiving  a  very  uncivil 
salutation,  I  returned  into  the  house. 

"  Too  inexperienced  immediately  to  penetrate  the  mo- 
tives of  this  enterprise,  I  considered  the  rencontre  acci- 
dental ;  and  from  terrific  tales  spread  over  the  country 
of  the  violence  and  barbarity  of  the  enemy,  I  believed 
it  to  be  a  wanton  murdering  party,  and  determined  not 
to  die  without  company.  I  accordingly  sought  a  position 
where  I  could  not  be  approached  by  more  than  one  person 
at  a  time,  and,  with  a  pistol  in  each  hand,  I  awaited  the 
expected  search,  resolved  to  shoot  the  first  and  the  second 
person  who  might  appear,  and  then  to  appeal  to  my  sword. 
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I  did  not  remain  long  in  this  unpleasant  situation,  but  was 
apprised  of  the  object  of  the  incursion  by  the  very  audible 
declaration,  '  If  the  General  does  not  surrender  in  five 
minutes,  I  will  set  fire  to  the  house,'  which,  after  a  short 
pause,  was  repeated  with  a  solemn  oath  ;  and  within  two 
minutes  I  heard  it  proclaimed,  '  Here  is  the  General ;  he 
has  surrendered.'  A  general  shout  ensued,  the  trumpet 
sounded  the  assembly,  and  the  unfortunate  Lee,  mounted 
on  my  horse,  which  stood  ready  at  the  door,  was  hurried 
off  in  triumph,  bare-headed,  in  his  slippers  and  blanket- 
coat,  his  collar  open,  and  his  shirt  very  much  soiled  from 
several  days'  use. 

"  What  a  lesson  of  caution  is  to  be  derived  from  this 
event,  and  how  important  the  admonition  furnished  by 
it !  What  an  evidence  of  the  caprice  of  fortune,  of  the 
fallibility  of  ambitious  projects,  and  the  inscrutable  ways 
of  Heaven  !  The  capture  of  General  Lee  was  felt  as 
a  public  calamity ;  it  cast  a  gloom  over  the  country,  and 
excited  general  sorrow.  This  sympathy  was  honourable 
to  the  people,  and  due  to  the  stranger  who  had  embarked 
his  fortune  with  theirs,  and  determined  to  share  their  fate, 
under  circumstances  of  more  than  common  peril.  Al- 
though this  misfortune  deprived  the  country  of  its  most 
experienced  chief,  I  have  ever  considered  the  deprivation 
a  public  blessing,  ministered  by  the  hand  of  Providence  ; 
for  if  General  Lee  had  not  abandoned  caution  for  con- 
venience, and  taken  quarters  two  miles  from  his  army,  on 
his  exposed  flank,  he  would  have  been  safe  ;  if  a  domestic 
traitor,  who  passed  his  quarters  the  same  morning  on 
private  business,  had  not  casually  fallen  in  with  Colonel 
Harcourt  on  a  reconnoitring  party,  the  General's  quarters 
would  not  have  been  discovered  ;  if  my  visit,  and  the 
controversy  with  the  Connecticut  Light  Horse,  had  not 
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spun  out  the  morning  unreasonably,  the  General  would 
have  been  at  his  camp  ;  if  Colonel  Harcourt  had  arrived 
an  hour  sooner,  he  would  have  found  the  guard  under 
arms  s,  and  would  have  been  repulsed,  or  resisted  until 
succour  could  have  arrived  ;  if  he  had  arrived  half-an-hour 
later,  the  General  would  have  been  with  his  corps  ;  if  the 
guard  had  paid  ordinary  attention  to  their  duty,  and  had 
not  abandoned  their  arms,  the  General's  quarters  would 
have  been  defended ;  or  if  he  had  obeyed  the  peremptory 
and  reiterated  order  of  General  Washington,  he  would 
have  been  beyond  the  reach  of  the  enemy.  And  shall  we 
impute  to  blind  chance  such  a  chain  of  rare  incidents  ? 
I  conscientiously  reply  in  the  negative,  because  the  com- 
bination was  too  intricate  and  perplexed  for  accidental 
causes,  or  the  agency  of  man  ;  it  must  have  been  de- 
signed. 

"  General  Lee  merited  severe  punishment  for  his  neglect 
of  duty  and  disobedience  of  orders,  and  he  received  it  from 
an  unexpected  hand.  His  offence  was  well  understood 
by  the  army,  and  his  misfortune  was  unpitied  by  those 
who  reflected  on  the  cause  of  it.  It  is  a  fact,  he  had  very 
strong  reasons  for  his  neglect  of  General  Washington's 
reiterated  commands  ;  but  although  they  were  not  such 
as  to  justify  the  violation  of  a  fundamental  military  prin- 
ciple, yet  I  verily  believe  his  motives  were  patriotic, 
though  intimately  connected  with  a  sinister  ambition ; 
for  I  am  persuaded  that,  in  the  moment  of  his  capture, 
he  meditated  a  stroke  against  the  enemy,  which  in  its 
consequences  would  have  depressed  General  Washington, 

'  The  morning  being  cold,  and  the  sun  bright,  they  had  left  their 
station,  crossed  the  main-road,  and  were  sunning  themselves  on  the 
south  side  of  the  house,  about  200  yards  from  the  tavern,  which 
enabled  Harcourt  to  cut  them  off  from  their  arms. 
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elevated  himself,  and  immediately  served  the  cause  of  the 
United  States.  This  opinion  is  supported  by  the  follow- 
ing Letter  to  General  Gates  : — 

'■''^ Baskingridge,  Dec.  T3M,  1776. 
" '  My  Dear  Gates, — The  ingenious  manoeuvre  of  Fort 
Washington  has  unhinged  the  goodly  fabric  we  had  been 
building.  There  never  was  so  damned  a  stroke.  Entre 
710US  a  certain  great  man  is  most  damnably  deficient.  He 
has  thrown  me  into  a  situation,  where  I  have  my  choice 
of  difficulties  :  if  I  stay  in  this  province,  I  risk  myself  and 
army ;  and  if  I  do  not  stay,  the  province  is  lost  for  ever. 
I  have  neither  guides,  cavalry,  medicines,  money,  shoes, 
or  stockings.  I  must  act  with  the  greatest  circumspection. 
Tories  are  in  my  front,  rear,  and  on  my  flanks ;  the  mass 
of  the  people  is  strongly  contaminated  ;  in  short,  unless 
something,  which  I  do  not  expect,  turns  up,  we  are  lost ; 
our  counsels  have  been  weak  to  the  last  degree.  As  to 
what  relates  to  yourself;  if  you  think  you  can  be  in  time 
to  aid  the  General,  I  would  have  you  by  all  means  go ; 
you  will,  at  least,  save  your  army.  It  is  said  that  the 
Whigs  are  determined  to  set  fire  to  Philadelphia ;  if  they 
strike  this  decisive  stroke,  the  day  will  be  our  own  ;  but 
unless  it  is  done,  all  chance  of  liberty  in  any  part  of  the 
globe  is  for  ever  vanished.  Adieu,  my  dear  friend !  God 
bless  you  !  " '  Charles  Lee.' 

"  So  soon  as  Lieut.-Col.  Harcourt  retreated  with  his  prize, 
I  repaired  to  the  stable,  mounted  the  first  horse  I  could 
find,  and  rode  full  speed  to  General  Sullivan,  whom  I 
found  under  march  towards  Pluckamin.  I  had  not  ex- 
amined General  Lee's  letter  ;  but  believing  a  knowledge 
of  the  contents  might  be  useful  to  General  Sullivan,  who 
succeeded  him  in  command,  I  handed  it  to  him  ;   who 
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after  the  perusal  returned  it,  with  his  thanks,  and  advised 
me  to  rejoin  General  Gates  without  delay,  which  I  did  the 
next  morning,  at  Sussex  Court-house,  whither  he  had  led 
the  troops  from  Van  Kempt's. 

"Lee's  misfortune  afflicted  Gates  profoundly;  they  had 
been  long  acquainted,  had  served  together  in  the  British 
army,  and  were  personally  attached  ;  their  politics  and 
political  connexions  were  in  unison,  and  their  sympathies 
and  antipathies  ran  in  the  same  current :  yet  long  after, 
and  in  misfortune,  they  became  estranged." 

The  authorship  of  the  letters  of  Junius  was  ascribed  to 
General  Charles  Lee,  by  a  Doctor  Thomas  Girdlestone, 
who  wrote  a  small  work  *  upon  the  subject,  and  in  which 
he  introduces  a  portrait,  or  rather  a  caricature,  of  Lee,  and 
writes  concerning  it,  that  "the  Engraving  which  accom- 
panies this  publication  is  taken  from  a  caricature  drawing 
by  Barham  Rushbrooke,  Esq.,  of  West  Stowe  near  Bury. 
He  was  commonly  called  Counsellor  Rushbrooke,  from 
his  having  been  bred  to  the  law.  He  was  considered 
a  man  of  great  taste  in  painting  and  all  the  liberal  arts.  ,  . 
Lee's  likeness  was  taken  on  his  return  from  Poland,  in  his 
uniform  as  aide-de-camp  to  Stanislaus,  King  of  Poland. 
But  though  it  was  designed  as  a  caricature,  it  is  allowed 
by  all  who  knew  General  Lee  to  be  the  only  successful 
delineation  of  his  countenance  and  person.  General  Lee 
was  a  remarkably  thin  man,  and  is  said  to  have  had  the 
smallest  hand  and  the  thinnest  fingers  that  could  be  seen." 

Sir  Joseph  Yorke  ",  Minister  at  the  Hague  at  the  time 

*  "  Facts  tending  to  prove  that  General  Lee  was  never  absent  from 
this  country  for  any  length  of  time  during  the  years  1767 — 1772,  and 
that  he  was  the  Author  of  Junius."  By  Thomas  Girdlestone,  M.D., 
London.     P.  Martin,  32  Orchard-st.,  Oxford-street,  1813. 

»  "  The  Treason  of  Maj. -Gen.  Charles  Lee,"  by  Geo.  H.Moore,  i860. 
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of  Lee's  capture,  writes  thus  to  Mr.  Eden  :  "  I  was  one  of 
those  who  expressed  a  sincere  concern  at  the  taking  of 
Lee,  in  which  nothing  gave  me  pleasure  but  the  masterly- 
partisan  stroke  of  Colonel  Harcourt :  it  is  impossible  but 
Lee  must  puzzle  every  thing  he  meddles  in,  and  he 
was  the  worst  present  the  Americans  could  receive  ;  my 
opinion  has  been  verified  much  sooner  than  I  wished, 
as  the  only  stroke  like  officers  which  they  have  struck 
happened  after  his  being  made  prisoner."  And  he  again 
writes,  "  that  I  am  convinced  from  what  I  have  seen  and 
known  of  Lee,  that  he  was  the  worst  present  which  could 
be  made  to  any  army." 

General  Lee  died  in  Philadelphia  the  2nd  of  October, 
1782,  after  an  illness  of  five  days,  and  was  buried  in  Christ 
Church-yard.  His  last  words,  uttered  in  the  delirium  of 
fever,  were  "  stand  by  me,  my  brave  grenadiers." 


Edward  Thoroton  Gould  *  was  the  son  of  Edward 
Gould,  Esq.,  of  Mansfield  Woodhouse,  in  the  county  of 
Nottinghamshire,  by  Mary  his  wife,  daughter  of  Robert 
Thoroton,  of  Screveton  Hall,  (who  was  descended  from 
a  younger  brother  of  the  Nottinghamshire  historian  of 
that  name). 

He  was  commissioned  to  the  4th  Foot  as  ensign,  on  the 
20th  of  February,  1 767  ;  promoted  to  be  lieutenant  on 
the  14th  of  November,  1771  ;  sold  out  on  the  26th  of 
January,  1776,  He  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner 
at  Concord,  and  was  afterwards  exchanged,  and  returned 
to  England.  Just  six  days  after  his  capture,  he  made  an 
affidavit  (herewith  appended)  at  Medford,  Massachusetts 
(in  relation  to  the  skirmish  at  Concord),  which  document 

*  "Poor  Little  Gould,"  p.  160. 
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was  duly  attested  before  three  justices  of  the  peace.  This 
affidavit  he  was,  no  doubt,  persuaded  to  draw  up  and 
sign,  and  send  to  Mr.  Woodfall,  the  editor  of  the  famous 
paper  called,  "  The  Public  Advertiser,"  the  same  journal 
in  which  originally  appeared  the  "  Letters  of  Junius." 
Lieut.  Gould  was  also  subpoenaed  to  appear  as  a  witness 
at  the  trial  of  the  Rev.  John  Home,  where  he  gave  a  viva 
voce  account  of  the  battles  of  Lexington  and  Concord, 
and  adhered  to  all  the  statements  in  his  affidavit,  much 
to  the  annoyance  of  George  IIL  and  his  Ministers. 

In  1 78 1  he  was  appointed  Lieut.-Col.  of  the  old  42nd 
(or  Nottinghamshire)  regiment  of  militia,  and  became 
Colonel  of  that  regiment  in  1791,  upon  the  resignation  of 
the  Hon,  Henry  Willoughby  (afterwards  Lord  Middleton). 
He  served  with  this  regiment  for  some  years,  volunteer- 
ing for  service  in  Spain  in  1808 ;  he  left  the  service 
in  1 8 19.  He  was  for  many  years  a  justice  of  the  peace 
for  Nottinghamshire,  and  served  as  High  Sheriff  in  1792  ; 
which  latter  fact  is  a  little  remarkable,  as  he  was  exempt 
from  this  office  as  a  military  officer.  He  married,  first, 
the  Lady  Barbara  Yelverton,  only  daughter  and  heiress 
of  Henry,  third  Earl  of  Sussex,  fourth  Viscount  Langue- 
ville,  and  eighteenth  Baron  Grey  de  Ruthyn  ;  by  this  lady 
(with  whom  he  eloped)  he  had  one  son  and  two  daughters. 
His  second  wife  (to  whom  he  was  married  in  1791)  was 
the  Hon.  Anne  Dormer,  eldest  daughter  of  Charles,  eighth 
Lord  Dormer.  After  he  left  the  service,  he  resided 
abroad,  and  died  in  Paris  at  the  Hotel  de  Breteuil,  on  the 
15th  of  February,  1830,  and  was  buried  in  Pere  la  Chaise. 
His  son,  Henry,  succeeded  to  the  Barony  of  Grey  de 
Ruthyn,  upon  the  death  of  his  grandfather  in  1799,  and 
assumed  the  name  and  arms  of  Yelverton.  He  was 
(like  his  father)  a  wild  and  dissipated  man  ;  and  having 
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run  away  with  a  Warwickshire  farmer's  daughter  named 
Kelham,  he  was  pursued  by  her  brother,  and  compelled 
to  marry  her,  and  by  her  he  was  the  father  of  the  late 
Lady  Grey  de  Ruthynx. 

In  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Boscawen  to  Mrs.  Delany, 
dated  Nov.  i,  1775,  she  writes  :—"  Have  you  not  pitied 
poor  Lady  Sussex,  my  dear  Madam  ?  She  has  been  often 
at  this  village  (Colney  Hatch),  with  her  sister  (Mrs.  Durell), 
of  whom  I  have  enquired  after  her  health,  and  have  had 
a  very  bad  account,  her  agonies  having  been  very  great. 
My  lord  has  made  a  will,  which  cuts  off  this  ungrateful 
child  with  a  shilling,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  he  will  live 
to  cancel  it  and  forgive  her  ;  but  it  must  be  a  very  bad 
child,  I  should  fear,  that  can  plant  a  dagger  in  her  parents' 
breasts,  in  return  for  all  their  care  and  tenderness  :  suc/i 
a  child  too  !  The  boldness  amazes  me.  She  was  sixteen 
last  June.  Lieut.  Gould,  her  husband,  is  the  same  young 
man  who  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner  in  y^  first 
action  with  the  Americans ;  he  came  over  after  y^  2nd 
(being  exchanged),  and  came  to  me  at  my  son's  desire, 
to  bring  his  letters  and  assure  me  of  his  safety,  he  and 
my  boy  being  in  the  same  regiment.  Gould  is  not  a  sol- 
dier of  fortune,  but  has  a  small  estate  in  Nottinghamshire 
in  possession,  his  father  being  lately  dead.  One  of  his 
sisters  is  marryd  to  Lady  Sussex's  brother,  from  whence 
I  suppose  this  unhappy  connection  arose." — From  Life 
and  Letters  of  Mary  Glanvillc  {Mrs.  Delany),  vol.  ii. 

''  The  representative  and  heir  general  of  the  late  Lady  Grey  de 
Ruthyn  is  the  Earl  of  Loudoun,  but  her  Barony  is  in  abeyance  amongst 
many  existing  co-heirs,  viz.,  Lord  Loudoun  with  his  two  brothers,  two 
sisters,  his  three  aunts  of  the  whole  blood,  and  one  aunt  of  the  half 
blood. 
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"  The  Public  Advertiser  I'  May  z^st,  1775. 

"  For  the  '  Public  Advertiser,'  Authentic  Copy,  Lexington, 
25  April,  1775. 

"  I,  Edward  Thoroton  Gould,  of  his  Majesty's  Own 
Regiment  of  Foot,  being  of  lawful  age,  do  testify  and 
declare,  that  on  the  evening  of  the  i8th  inst,  under  the 
orders  of  General  Gage,  I  embarked  with  the  Light 
Infantry  and  Grenadiers  of  the  line,  commanded  by  Col. 
Smith,  and  landed  on  the  marshes  of  Cambridge,  from 
whence  we  proceeded  to  Lexington. 

"  On  our  arrival  at  that  place  we  saw  a  body  of  Pro- 
vincial troops  armed,  to  the  number  of  about  60  or  70 
men.     On  our  approach  they  dispersed,  and  soon  after 
firing  began  ;  but  which  party  fired  first  I  cannot  exactly 
say,  as  our  troops  rushed  on  shouting  and  huzzaing  pre- 
vious to  the  firing,  which  was  continued  by  our  troops 
so  long  as  any  of  the  Provincials  were  to  be  seen.     From 
thence   we   marched    to    Concord.      On   a   hill    near   the 
entrance  of  the  town  we  saw  another  body  of  Provincials 
assembled.     The  Light  Infantry  companies  were  ordered 
up  the   hill   to   disperse   them.      On   our  approach  they 
retreated   towards    Concord.     The    Grenadiers    continued 
the  road  under  the  hill  towards  the  town.     Six  companies 
of  the  Light  Infantry  were  ordered  down  to  take  posses- 
sion of  the  bridge  which  the  Provincials  retreated  over ; 
the  company  I  commanded  was  one.     Three  companies 
of  the  above  detachment  went  forwards  about  two  miles. 
In  the  meantime  the   Provincial  troops  returned,  to  the 
number  of  about  three  or  four  hundred.     We  drew  up  on 
the   Concord  side  of  the  bridge.     The  Provincials  came 
down   upon  us,   upon  which  we  engaged,  and   gave  the 
first  fire.     This  was  the  first  engagement  after  the  one 
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at  Lexington ;  a  continued  firing  from  both  parties  lasted 
through  the  whole  day.  I  myself  was  wounded  at  the 
attack  of  the  bridge,  and  am  now  treated  with  the  greatest 
humanity,  and  taken  all  possible  care  of,  by  the  Provin- 
cials at  Medford. 

"Edw.  Thoroton  Gould, 
^^ Lieutenant  of  the  King's  Ow7i  Regiment. 

^"■Medford,  April  2 ^^  i775- 


^^ Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  Middlesex  County, 
''April  2^,  1775. 

"Lieutenant  Edward  Thoroton  Gould,  above 
named,  personally  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  fore- 
going Declaration  by  him  subscribed,  and  wrote  with 
his  own  hands. 

"  Before  us, 

"Thad.  Mason, 
"Josiah  Johnson, 
"Simon  Tufts, 
"■  J  n  slices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County 
aforesaid.     Qtiorum  unis." 


From  ^^Public  Adve^'tiserl^  Dec.  13,  i77^* 

"  Yesterday  morning,  precisely  at  9  o'clock,  came  on 
in  Guildhall,  before  Lord  Mansfield  and  a  special  jury,  the 
trial  of  the  printers  of  the  London  *  Evening  Post,'  on  an 
information  filed  against  them  by  the  Attorney-General, 
for  printing  and  publishing,  so  far  back  as  1775,  the  fol- 
lowing advertisement : — 
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"  ^King's  Arms  Tavern^  Cornhill^ 
'''/tmeT,  1775. 

"  'At  a  special  meeting  this  day,  several  members  of  the 
Constitutional  Society,  during  an  adjournment, 

"*A  gentleman  proposed  that  a  subscription  should 
be  immediately  entered  into  (by  such  of  the  Members 
present  who  might  approve  the  purpose)  for  raising  the 
sum  of  ;^ioo,  "  to  be  applied  to  the  relief  of  the  widows, 
orphans,  and  aged  parents  of  our  beloved  American  sub- 
jects, who,  faithful  to  the  character  of  Englishmen,  prefer- 
ring death  to  slavery,  were,  for  that  reason  only,  inhumanly 
murdered  by  the  King's  troops,  at  or  near  Lexington  and 
Concord,  in  the  province  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  19th 
of  April  last." 

"  *  Which  sum  being  immediately  collected,  it  was  there- 
fore resolved, 

■  '"That  Mr.  Home  do  pay  to-morrow  into  the  hands 
of  Messrs.  Brownes  and  Collinson,  on  the  account  of 
Dr.  Franklin,  the  said  sum  of  p^ioo,  and  that  Dr.  Franklin 
be  requested  to  apply  the  same  to  the  above-mentioned 
purpose. 

"'John  Horne.'" 

Mr.  Horne  afterwards  assumed  the  name  of  Tooke, 
to  inherit  some  ;^8,ooo  of  a  gentleman  of  that  name, 
of  Purley,  in  Surrey,  and  wrote  the  work  called  "  Diver- 
sions of  Purley." 

The  printers  were  found  guilty  in  five  minutes  after 
the  jury  withdrew.  Mr.  Home's  trial  came  on  July  4, 
1777,  before  Lord  Mansfield,  Mr.  John  Wilkes,  Edmund 
Burke,  and  Lord  Percy  sitting  on  the  bench  as  spectators. 
Horne  desired  the  crier  to  summon  Lord  George  Ger- 
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maine  and  General  Gage  as  witnesses,  but  they  did  not 
appear. 

"  Lieut.  Edward  Thoroton  Gould  was  examined  respect- 
ing an  affidavit  made  by  him  about  the  affair  at  Lexing- 
ton, and  published  in  one  of  the  'Public  Advertisers,' 
produced  by  the  defendant.  He  acknowledged  it  to  be 
his  affidavit,  and  swore  to  the  contents,  giving  at  the  same 
time  a  viva  voce  account  of  the  action  ;  whereby  it  clearly 
appears  that  the  rebels  were  armed,  ready  to  receive  the 
King's  troops,  and  that  the  latter  heard  the  alarm-guns 
firing  whilst  they  were  on  the  march." 

Mr.  Home  was  found  guilty  Sept.,  1777,  and  received 
his  sentence  Nov.  23,  1777.  He  was  sentenced  to  pay 
a  fine  of  ;^200,  and  to  be  imprisoned  for  twelve  months ; 
and  afterwards  to  find  surety  for  himself  in  £Apo,  and  two 
sureties  of  ;^200  each,  for  good  behaviour  for  two  years. 

Another  of  his  productions  was  called  "  Glencoe,"  in 
which  he  insinuated  that  the  battle  of  Lexington  was 
another  "  Massacre  of  Glencoe."  During  the  trial  he 
pleaded  his  own  cause  with  the  greatest  ability,  tact,  and 
legal  knowledge.  In  1771  he  had  a  literary  duel  with 
the  celebrated  "Junius,"  and  the  general  opinion  at  the 
time  was,  that  he  was  victor  in  the  contest. 

After  the  trial,  it  was  stated  "that  Mr.  Home's  exam- 
ining of  Mr.  Gould  was  very  injudicious,  for  by  his  evi- 
dence it  appeared  that,  as  soon  as  the  troops  began  to 
march,  alarm  -  guns  were  fired  by  the  rebels,  who  there- 
upon assembled  and  formed,  and  soon  began  to  fire  ran- 
dom shots  upon  our  men.  Before  Mr.  Gould  gave  his 
testimony,  many  present  believed  that  our  troops  had 
murdered  the  natives  sleeping  in  their  houses,  and  that 
it  would  be  proved  by  Mr.  Gould's  evidence." 
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From  ''London  Chronicle,''  May  30,  to  June  i,  1775. 

The  following  affidavits  and  other  particulars,  relative 
to  the  late  skirmish  between  His  Majesty's  troops  and 
the  Provincials  in  Massachusetts  bay,  were  received  on 
Monday  last : — 

'' April  21,  lyy I,  Lincoln.— \y  John  Bateman,  belonging 
to  the  52nd  Regiment,  commanded  by  Col.  Jones,  on  Wed- 
nesday morning,  on  the  19th  of  April  instant,  was  in  the 
party  marching  for  Concord,  being  at  Lexington,  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex ;  being  nigh  the  meeting-house  in 
said  Lexington,  there  was  a  small  party  of  men  gathered 
together  in  that  place,  when  our  said  troops  marched  by, 
and  I  testify  and  declare  that  I  heard  the  word  of  com- 
mand given  to  the  troops  to  fire,  and  some  of  the  said 
troops  did  fire  ;  and  I  saw  one  of  the  said  small  party 
lie  dead  on  the  ground,  nigh  the  said  meeting-house ; 
and  I  testify,  that  I  never  heard  any  of  the  inhabitants 
so  much  as  fire  one  gun  on  the  said  troops." 

"  Sworn  before  John  Cuming  and  Duncan  Ingraham, 
Justices  of  the  Peace." 

"Concord,  April  23,  1776. — I,  James  Marr,  of  lawful 
age,  testify  and  say  that,  in  the  evening  of  the  i8th  in- 
stant, I  received  orders  from  George  Hutchinson,  Adju- 
tant of  the  4th  Regiment  of  regular  troops  stationed  at 
Boston,  to  prepare  and  march  ;  to  which  orders  I  at- 
tended, and  marched  to  Concord,  where  I  was  ordered 
by  an  officer,  with  about  one  hundred  men,  to  guard  a 
certain  bridge  there  ;  while  attending  that  service,  a  num- 
ber of  people  came  along,  in  order,  as  I  suppose,  to  cross 
the  said  bridge,  at  which  time  a  number  of  the  regular 
troops  first  fired  upon  them." 

"Sworn  before  Duncan  Ingraham,  and  Jonas  Dix,  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace." 
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Hugh,  Earl  Percys  born  Aug.  14,  1742,  returned  to 
England  after  the  war,  and  became  second  Duke  of  North- 
umberland on  the  death  of  his  father  in  1786.  He  died 
loth  of  July,  1817.  He  was  at  the  battle  of  Lexington, 
where  he  brought  off  the  exhausted  troops,  who  had  been 
defeated  through  the  mismanagement  of  the  officer  (Smith) 
in  command.  He  was  grand-uncle  to  Algernon  George, 
sixth,  and  present  Duke  of  Northumberland,  who  held  the 
office  of  Lord  Privy  Seal  in  the  last  administration  of 
Lord  Beaconsfield.  Earl  Percy  was  an  excellent  officer, 
and  was  possessed  of  a  generous,  humane  and  benevolent 
nature.  The  various  letter-writers  from  the  seat  of  war 
testify  to  his  ability  in  the  field,  and  his  great  popularity 
in  the  service,  and  are  lavish  of  their  praises  of  him  for 
his  many  acts  of  humanity  and  generosity.  Here  is  one 
example  from  the  "London  Chronicle"  for  Sept.  7 — 10, 
1776: — "A  soldier  lately  returned  from  America,  having 
seen  in  the  paper  an  account  of  the  respect  shewn  by 
the  magistrates  of  Westminster  to  their  excellent  repre- 
sentative. Lord  Percy,  desires  us  to  communicate  a  few 
out  of  the  many  instances  of  his  humanity  and  generosity. 

"  After  the  fatal  attack  at  Bunker's  Hill,  his  lordship 
gave  to  the  widow  of  every  soldier  of  his  regiment,  who 
fell  in  that  action,  an  immediate  benefaction  of  seven 
dollars ;  he  paid  their  passage  home,  and  ordered  five 
guineas  to  be  distributed  to  each  of  them  on  their  landing 
in  Britain.  His  humanity  to  the  sick  and  wounded  (send- 
ing them  wine,  fresh  provisions,  &c.),  and  his  generosity 
to  their  families  during  their  long  stay  at  Boston,  have 
been  mentioned.  Perhaps  the  following  particulars  deserve 
notice.  He  had  a  large  tent  provided  for  every  company 
at  his  own  expense  to  accommodate  their  women,  and  he 

^  "  Lord  Percy,"  p.  150. 


Earl   Percy.  1775. 
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makes  it  a  rule  to  receive  no  other  servants  into  his 
family  but  soldiers  or  their  wives.  Though  his  regiment 
is  distinguished  for  its  admirable  discipline,  he  never  will 
suffer  the  private  men  to  be  struck,  or  used  in  a  manner 
unbecoming  Englishmen  and  soldiers;  but  endeavours  to 
win  them  to  their  duty  by  generous  treatment,  by  re- 
wards, and  his  own  excellent  example,  so  that  he  is  per- 
fectly adored  among  them  :  requiring  no  service  from  the 
meanest  sentinel,  which  he  is  not  ready  to  share  with 
them,  whether  as  to  hardship,  fatigue  or  danger.  He  is 
equally  beloved  and  respected  by  his  officers,  among  whom 
he  lives  with  all  the  equality  of  a  brother,  yet  always  ex- 
erting a  manly  firmness  in  whatever  relates  to  command 
or  duty.  His  fortune  he  considers  only  as  a  bank  to 
assist  merit,  that  is  unprotected  and  unfriended.  And 
notwithstanding  the  delicate  and  concealed  manner  in 
which  this  young  nobleman  dispenses  his  favours,  this 
informant  has  known  no  fewer  than  seven  instances  in 
which  his  lordship  has  purchased  commissions  for  ex- 
cellent men  and  good  officers,  who  must  have  seen  their 
juniors  rise  over  their  heads,  while  they  had  languished 
in  neglect  and  obsourity.  One  of  these  commissions  is 
w'ell  known  to  have  cost  him  more  than  nine  hundred 
pounds." 

"'London  Chronicle,' June  10 — 13,  1775  : — We  hear  that 
all  the  letters  from  Boston  mention  that  Lord  Percy  has 
acquired  great  honour  by  his  spirit  and  conduct,  that  he 
was  in  every  place  of  danger,  cool  and  deliberate,  and 
wise  in  all  his  orders  ;  and  though  continually  in  a  shower 
of  bullets,  and  an  object  that  was  aimed  at,  as  he  was 
on  horseback,  yet  that  he  happily  came  off  unhurt."  Yet 
he  seems  to  have  had  several  narrow  escapes,  as  the  fol- 
lowing will  shew  : — "  We  are  assured  that  Lord  Percy,  in 

R  r 
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the  late  skirmish  (Lexington)  with  the  Americans,  had 
a  narrow  escape  for  his  life  ;  a  musket-ball,  which  it  is 
supposed  came  transversely,  having  struck  one  of  the 
middle  buttons  of  his  waistcoat,  and  from  thence  passed 
off  slanting,  so  as  to  leave  only  a  mark  behind."  "A  letter 
from  a  gentleman  in  the  army  at  N.Y.,  to  his  father  in 
Alnwick,  confirms  the  accounts  of  Lord  Percy's  horse 
having  been  shot  under  him  at  the  siege  of  Fort  Wash- 
ington." 

"  May  3,  1777,  London. — A  ship  is  arrived  at  Liverpool 
which  sailed  from  New  York  the  23rd  of  March.  Nothing 
material  had  then  happened  between  the  armies,  but  it 
is  whispered  that  Earl  Percy  has  desired  leave  to  come 
home,  and  that  Sir  William  Howe  has  also  desired  that 
his  Lordship  should  be  recalled.  The  occasion  of  the 
misunderstanding  between  them  is  said  to  proceed  from 
a  disobedience  of  orders.  When  the  winter  quarters  of 
Lord  Cornwallis  were  beat  up,  and  the  Hessians  surprised 
at  Trenton,  General  Howe  ordered  Earl  Percy  to  send 
back  2,000  men  (another  account  says  1,500)  of  the 
troops  in  Rhode  Lsland.  His  lordship  thought  that  it 
would  weaken  his  garrison  too  much,  therefore  he  only 
sent  1,000  men.  This  has  occasioned  altercation  and 
mutual  complaints,  and  made  it  impossible  for  the  gene- 
rals to  serve  together." 

A  strenuous  denial  of  the  truth  of  the  above  statement 
appeared  in  the  London  Journals,  instigated,  no  doubt, 
by  the  Government.  Yet  the  frequency  with  which  this 
want  of  unity  between  the  two  officers  is  alluded  to  by 
succeeding  letter-writers,  would  warrant  a  belief  that  there 
was  much  truth  in  the  common  report.  Another  writer 
states  that  "  Lord  Percy  placed  the  matter  in  the  hands 
of  his  father,  who  repaired  to  George  the  Third,  and  asked 
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leave  for  the  recall  of  his  son.  The  king  was  much  em- 
barrassed at  this  proposal,  yet  granted  his  request." 

"New  York,  March  14,  1777. — On  General  Clinton's 
return  to  take  the  command  of  the  troops  at  Rhode  Island, 
it  is  understood  that  Lord  Percy  will  desire  leave  to 
return  home.  Should  that  take  place,  his  absence  will 
be  sincerely  regretted  by  every  person  now  serving  under 
his  lordship,  from  the  second  in  command  to  the  private 
sentinel." 

"May  20,  1777. — Letters  received  from  America  speak 
in  very  strong  terms  of  the  disagreeable  situation  which 
Lord  Percy  has  been  in  at  Rhode  Island.  It  is  well 
known  his  lordship  was  to  have  been  sent  thither  on  a 
separate  command  with  eight  or  ten  thousand  men  ;  but 
when  this  plan  was  carried  into  execution,  they  fell  con- 
siderably short  of  those  numbers,  and  they  have  been  so 
much  lessened  since  by  draughts  made  from  thence,  in 
order  to  repair  the  losses  occasioned  by  the  late  mis- 
conduct in  the  Jerseys,  that  Lord  Percy,  instead  of  having 
it  in  his  power  to  display  his  courage  and  military  skill 
by  attacks  on  the  enemy,  has  scarce  had  sufficient  force 
remaining  to  protect  himself  from  insult." 

'"Public  Advertiser,'  June  7,  1777. — On  Monday  last 
arrived  at  Falmouth,  in  the  '  Mercury '  packet,  after  a 
passage  of  twenty-eight  days,  the  Right  Hon.  Earl  Percy, 
Lieutenant-General  in  America,  where  his  lordship  has 
been  employed  in  the  service  of  his  country  from  the 
very  beginning  of  the  American  war,  and  by  his  distin- 
guished spirit  and  military  skill,  as  well  as  by  his  gene- 
rosity and  humanity  to  the  soldiers,  has  gained  universal 
esteem  and  admiration.  His  absence,  it  is  to  be  feared, 
will  be  felt  and  lamented  by  the  whole  army,  and  it  will 
be  much  to  be  regretted  if  any  event  has  happened  that 
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should  have  forced  him  to  withdraw  from  a  service  which 
he  had  pursued  with  so  much  ardour  and  success  ;  but 
history  affords  too  many  instances  how  much  exalted 
merit  is  exposed  to  jealousy  and  envy." 

Before  leaving  Newport  on  May  3,  1777,  a  long  address 
was  presented  to  Lord  Percy  by  the  loyal  inhabitants 
of  the  town,  on  his  return  to  England.  Under  date  of 
Dec.  3,  1776,  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  in  the  army  placed 
the  following  postscript  to  a  letter : — "  P.S.  Little  Percy 
has  behaved  like  an  angel  ;  he  remains  with  us,  notwith- 
standing he  had  the  King's  leave  to  return  to  Europe  five 
months  ago." 

"June  io-i2th,  1777:  London.  —  When  Lord  Percy 
quitted  Rhode  Island,  there  was  a  general  lamentation 
among  the  people.  This  may  be  relied  on.  Nor  was  it 
ever  distinguishable  whether  his  Lordship's  zeal  for  his 
country,  or  his  feelings  for  the  distressed,  had  the  greater 
influence  on  his  mind,  except  when  an  object  actually 
presented  itself,  and  then  all  the  tenderness  of  a  Christian 
prevailed  over  every  sentiment ;  though  the  esteem  and 
duty  of  a  soldier  were  still  unshaken  and  inviolate  in  his 
generous  breast." 

Extract  from  a  letter  from  Portsmouth,  (June  6th)  : — 
"  The  Earl  Percy,  upon  his  arrival  in  London,  waited  upon 
Lord  George  Germaine,  who  immediately  ordered  his 
postchaise,  and  took  him  to  Kew,  where  he  was  most 
graciously  received,  and  had  an  audience  with  his  Majesty 
near  tAVO  hours."  "  The  arrival  of  Earl  Percy  from  America 
has  much  embarrassed  the  Administration,  who  are  fully 
convinced  that  the  loss  of  such  an  able  and  enterprizing 
officer,  at  this  crisis,  may  prove  very  fatal  to  their  mea- 
sures." 

June   10-12,    1777: — "It  is  said    that   Earl    Percy  will 
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return  to  America  with  a  commission  of  importance,  and 
will  embark  for  that  purpose  on  board  a  frigate,  which 
is  to  sail  for  New  York  the  middle  of  next  month." 

June  24,  1777: — "We  are  assured  that  though  it  has 
been  suggested  to  the  Lord  Percy,  by  desire  of  a  great 
personage,  that  after  so  much  fatiguing  service  as  he  has 
gone  through  his  further  services  would  be  readily  dis- 
pensed with,  yet  that  gallant  young  nobleman  is  so 
wedded  to  the  business,  that  he  is  determined  not  to  re- 
turn till  it  is  completed." 

The  following  extracts,  taken  from  an  American  news- 
paper published  in  1879,  relate  to  Earl  Percy's  corre- 
spondence during  the  war  : — 

"Algernon  George,  sixth  Duke  of  Northumberland,  has 
just  presented  to  the  borough  of  Lexington,  Massachusetts, 
a  copy  of  an  oil  portrait  of  his  grand-uncle,  the  Earl  Percy, 
who  commanded  the  British  forces  at  the  battle  of  Lex- 
ington, April  19,  1775.  The  presentation  was  on  Thursday 
formally  made  through  the  Rev.  Edward  G.  Porter,  who 
has  lately  been  a  guest  at  the  Duke's  castle,  and  who  was 
permitted  during  his  visit  to  see  and  make  extracts  from 
the  Percy  family  papers,  especially  from  the  letters  written 
home  by  Earl  Percy  during  his  American  experiences. 
The  first,  the  'Boston  Journal'  says,  was  dated  July  5, 
1774,  at  Boston. 

"  In  this,  Percy  told  his  parents  that  the  people  were 
very  hot-headed,  and  that  he  feared  trouble.  On  the  27th 
of  the  same  month,  Percy  wrote  that,  owing  to  the  absence 
of  General  Gage  at  Salem,  he  had  been  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  camp  at  Boston.  He  also  inclosed  a  view  of 
the  town  of  Boston  and  the  camp,  and  conveyed  the  in- 
formation that  the  people  say  much  and  do  nothing.  He 
advised  a  steadfast  government,  as  the  people  are  worthy 
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subjects  who  talk  as  though  they  would  wipe  out  the 
troops  every  night,  but  are  frightened  to  death  when  they 
see  them.  The  clergy  were  spoken  of  as  teachers  of  se- 
dition of  the  most  virulent  type.  Another  letter  to  his 
father  was  dated  August  15,  1774,  and  in  this  Percy  de- 
scribed the  scenery  around  Boston  as  having  the  appear- 
ance of  a  park  finely  laid  out.  This  beauty  he  considered 
to  be  offset  by  the  poverty  of  the  soil,  which,  in  his 
opinion,  was  over-tilled  and  scantily  fertilized.  In  this 
letter  symptoms  of  trouble  in  the  country  were  noted,  and 
the  writer  professed  his  determination  to  do  his  whole 
duty  wherever  he  might  be  called  upon  to  serve,  rather 
than  seek  preferment  where  it  might  most  easily  be  ob- 
tained,— at  the  court  of  St.  James.  In  a  subsequent  letter 
to  General  Howe  at  London,  he  wrote  his  serious  appre- 
hension of  bloodshed,  and  his  belief  in  the  necessity  of 
strong  government.  From  the  Congress  at  Philadelphia 
he  said  he  looked  for  either  a  wrangle  among  its  members, 
or  for  the  origin  of  serious  business  for  the  Home  Govern- 
ment. To  his  father  also,  he  wrote  in  the  same  strain. 
Other  letters  to  various  persons  were  quoted  from,  bring- 
ing the  record  down  to  April  20,  1775,  when  Percy  re- 
ported to  General  Gage  about  the  march  to  Lexington. 
There,  Percy  says,  he  met  the  troops  retreating  from 
Concord,  and  he  ordered  two  field  pieces  to  be  trained 
upon  the  rebels  from  the  heights.  The  shot  from  the 
cannon  dispersed  them.  As  the  British  had  but  little 
ammunition,  and  were  fifteen  miles  from  Boston,  they 
were  ordered  by  him  to  return.  They  were  pressed  se- 
verely by  the  rebels,  until  they  reached  Charlestown, 
many  men  being  killed.  Percy  attributed  to  the  rebels 
cruelty  and  barbarity,  writing  that  they  scalped  and  cut 
off  the  ears   of  the  wounded   troops,  shewing  that   the 
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British,  too,  believed  that  their  opponents  were  cruel  and 
barbarous.  Percy,  after  this  disastrous  retreat,  was  of  the 
opinion  that  the  colonists  were  not  an  irregular  mob,  but 
determined  men,  accustomed  to  fight  the  French  and  the 
Indians.  The  road  to  Charlestown,  Earl  Percy  said,  was 
taken  for  the  retreat,  as  it  was  feared  that  the  rebels,  as 
they  actually  did,  would  have  destroyed  the  bridge  over 
the  Charles  River.  In  a  letter  referring  to  Bunker  Hill, 
Percy  mentions  the  death  of  Dr.  Warren  and  that  of 
Major  Pitcairn.  While  Percy  was  here,  Mr.  Porter  said, 
he  was  advanced  in  rank  to  be  a  lieutenant-general,  yet  he 
was  anxious  to  return  home,  and  he  was  allowed  to  do 
so  near  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  the  first  to  suggest 
making  peace  with  the  colonists,  and  he  was  selected  as 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  secure  such  an  end.  Owing  to 
dissensions  in  the  British  Cabinet,  he  declined  that  honour, 
and  retired  to  private  life,  as  nearly  as  he  could  do  so. 

"  The  town  of  Lexington  proposes  to  acknowledge  the 
Duke's  kindness  by  the  gift  of  a  painting  of  the  old 
Munroe  Tavern — the  ancient  building  which,  on  the  day 
of  the  battle,  served  as  Lord  Percy's  headquarters  and 
hospital.  The  picture  is  the  work  of  Miss  Bartlett,  a 
sister  of  the  late  General  W.  F,  Bartlett.  Resolutions 
of  thanks  to  the  Duke  will  accompany  the  gift." 


Letter  from  Earl  Percy  to  Major-Genej^al 
F.  Haldimand  {then  in  Lo7idon). 

^^  Boston,  December  \\th,  1775. 

"  Dear  Sir, — Since  I  did  myself  the  pleasure  of  writing 

to  you  last,  our  situation  is  exactly  the  same.     The  rebels, 

however,  have  been  too  fortunate  in  other  places.    Canada, 

as  you  will  have  been  already  informed,  is  in  their  hands. 
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Besides  this,  they  have  been  very  successful  at  sea,  having 
taken  a  brig,  loaded  with  military  stores,  and  what  was  to 
them  still  a  greater  prize,  a  ship  from  Glasgow,  with  great 
quantities  of  blanketting,  woollens,  and  shoes,  all  of  which 
they  were  before  in  very  great  want,  &c. 

"As  they  have  begun  yesterday  to  fling  up  a  work  upon 
Phip's  Farm,  just  opposite  to  Barton's  Point,  I  fancy  they 
mean  to  bring  the  Mortar  there  which  they  took  in  the 
Ordnance  brig.  If  they  do,  they  may  trouble  us  a  good 
deal,  as  they  are  within  about  i,ooo  yards  of  the  town. 

"  It  is  very  odd  that  Great  Britain  still  persists  in  send- 
ing out  vessels  to  this  part  of  the  world  unarmed.  The 
transports,  with  the  troops  from  Ireland,  are  not  arrived. 
One  indeed,  with  four  companies  of  the  17th  Regiment, 
came  in  here  about  six  weeks  ago.  We  imagine  the  rest 
are  gone  to  the  West  Indies.  Our  discipline  is  exactly 
the  same  as  when  you  left  us,  which  we  shall  begin  to 
perceive  now  the  troops  have  got  into  winter  quarters. 
I  am  extremely  happy  to  find  that  your  reception  was 
agreeable  to  you.  You  merited  it,  and  I  had  no  doubt 
but  His  Majesty  would  do  what  was  proper.  I  assure 
you,  you  are  by  no  means  forgot  amongst  your  friends 
on  this  side  the  Atlantic. 

"  General  Howe,  in  the  handsomest  manner,  upon  the 
augmentation,  appointed  your  nephew  a  second  Lieu- 
tenant in  his  own  Regiment,  imagining,  as  you  had  de- 
sired he  might  do  duty  with  it,  that  such  a  step  would  be 
agreeable  to  you  ;  and  yesterday  he  very  obligingly  ap- 
pointed him  a  full  Lieutenant  in  the  45th  -Regiment, 
choosing  particularly  that  corps,  as  there  were  two  Lieu- 
tenancies vacant,  by  which  means  your  nephew  would  have 
a  Lieutenant  under  him,  and  therefore  would  not  be  broke, 
though  the  youngest  company  should  be  again  reduced. 
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I  have  the  pleasure  of  being  acquainted  with  Lieut.-Col. 
Monkton,  and  shall  take  care  particularly  to  recommend 
Mr.  Haldimand  to  his  care. 

"  Adieu,  my  dear  General ;  keep  yourself  warm  this 
cold  weather,  and  be  assured  that  I  am  with  the  greatest 
truth 

"  Your  sincere  friend,  &c., 
"  Percy. 

"  P.S.  I  beg  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  make  my  very 
best  compliments  to  Captain  Brehm,  and  tell  him  the 
Engineers  have  not  found  it  necessary  to  alter  his  works 
in  the  least,  which  have  been  found  remarkably  useful." 


The  Hon.  Mrs.  Boscawen  ^ 

From  Boswell's  "  Life  of  Johnson,"  p.  608  : — "  On  Wed- 
nesday, April  29,  (1778),  I  dined  with  him  (Johnson)  at 
Mr.  Allen  Ramsay's,  where  were  Lord  Binning,  Dr.  Robert- 
son the  historian.  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  and  the  Hon. 
Mrs.  Boscawen,  widow  of  the  Admiral,  and  mother  of  the 
present  Viscount  Falmouth,  of  whom,  if  it  be  not  pre- 
sumptuous in  me  to  praise  her,  I  would  say  that  her 
manners  are  the  most  agreeable,  and  her  conversation 
the  best,  of  any  lady  with  whom  I  ever  had  the  happiness 
to  be  acquainted." 

On  p.  646  will  be  found  a  letter  from  Bennett  Langton 
to  Boswell,  in  which  he  writes,  that  one  evening  he  was 
at  Mr.  Vesey's,  where  the  company  consisted  chiefly  of 
ladies,  among  whom  "the  Duchess  of  Beaufort  must, 
I  suppose,  from  her  rank  be  named  before  her  mother, 

•=-,.  *  Page  192. 

S  S 
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Mrs.  Boscawen,  and  her  elder  sister,  Mrs.  Lewson,  who 
was  likewise  there."  Croker  adds  in  a  note,  that  "  Mrs. 
Boscawen  and  her  daughters,  Mrs.  Leveson  (pronounced 
Lewson)  Gower  and  the  Dutchess  of  Beaufort,  are  cele- 
brated in  Miss  Hannah  More's  Poem,  entitled  '  Sensi- 
bility:' 

'All  Leveson's  sweetness  and  all  Beaufort's  grace.'" 

On  Friday,  April  20,  (1781,)  Boswell  says, — "I  spent 
with  him  (Johnson)  one  of  the  happiest  days  that  I  re- 
member to  have  enjoyed  in  the  whole  course  of  my  life," 
at  Mrs.  Garrick's,  in  London,  at  her  house  in  the  Adelphi. 
"The  company  was  Miss  Hannah  More,  who  lived  with 
her,  and  whom  she  called  her  chaplain,  Mrs.  Boscawen, 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Carter,  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  Dr.  Burney, 
Dr.  Johnson,  and  myself  We  were  all  in  fine  spirits, 
and  I  whispered  to  Mrs.  Boscawen,  '  I  believe  this  is  as 
much  as  can  be  made  of  life.'  "  To  which  remark  Croker 
appends  a  note  that  "  Boswell  was  right ;  four  other  such 
women  or  such  men  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  collect. 
Mrs.  Boscawen  shone  with  her  usual  mild  lustre."  During 
the  evening  Dr.  Johnson  said,  "  I  love  '  Blair's  Sermons.' 
Though  the  dog  is  a  Scotchman  and  a  presbyterian,  and 
everything  he  should  not  be,  I  was  the  first  to  praise 
them.  Such  was  my  candour  (smiling)."  ]\Irs.Boscaiven. — 
*'  Such  his  great  merit,  to  get  the  better  of  all  your  pre- 
judices." JoJmson. — "Why,  Madam,  let  us  compound  the 
matter  ;  let  us  ascribe  it  to  my  candour  and  his  merit." 
At  one  time,  Mrs.  Boscawen  owned  and  lived  in  the  villa 
once  occupied  by  the  poet  Thompson  at  Kew-lane,  Rich- 
mond, and  which  was  called  by  her  "  Rosedale."  She 
greatly  extended  the  pleasure-grounds,  which  were  in  the 
poet's  time  narrow  in  extent.     She  religiously  preserved 
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the  reliques  of  an  alcove  which  formed  the  summer  study 
of  the  poet. 


'■^  Rosedale,  Richmond^  26th  June,  1797. 

"Sir, — I  am  sure  I  ought  to  return  you  my  grateful! 
acknowledgments  for  the  obliging  Present  you  have  made 
me  of  some  sweet  stanzas  on  this  spot,  and  my  two  pre- 
decessors. Mr.  Ross  was  certainly  an  admirer  of  his,  and 
paid  that  respect  to  his  memory  as  to  retain  the  little 
Parlour  where  Mr.  Thompson  liv'd,  though  he  rebuilt 
every  other  part  of  the  house,  extending  it  very  much. 

"The  little  rustick  seat  w*  inspir'd  your  poetical  Dia- 
logue, I  found  in  such  a  state  of  decay  that  I  was  obliged 
to  take  it  down,  but  reserving  all  the  materials ;  I  have 
replac'd  it  in  a  retir'd  part  of  the  Garden,  much  enlarg'd 
and  hung  round  with  votive  Tablets,  or  Inscriptions,  in 
honour  of  your  admir'd  Poet.  His  Bust  is  on  the  Peda- 
ment  of  the  Seat,  and  in  front  is  written  : — 


Here  Thomson  sung 

The  Seasons  and  their  Change. 


"  In  the  alcove  is  a  little  old  Table,  w*^''  I  am  assured 
belong'd  to  him  ;  but,  Sir,  if  ever  you  sh^  have  leisure 
to  pay  another  Visit  to  your  Matchless  Favourite,  you  will, 
I  hope,  find  him  honour'd 

"  By  y^  most  hum^^^  Serv*, 

"  F.  BOSCAWEN. 
"  To  Rev.  Weedon  Butler^:' 

^  Weedon  Butler,  born  1742,  died  1823.  He  was  curate  to  the  cele- 
brated Dr.  Dodd.  He  kept  a  classical  school  at  Chelsea  for  forty 
years. 
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"  Chelsea^  zfjthjune^  i797' 
"  Madam, — I  am  exceedingly  honoured  and  gratified 
by  your  very  polite  attention  to  my  lines.  So  ample 
a  remuneration  was  far  beyond  what  the  Writer  could 
expect.  The  Laureat's  Sonnet  is  just  such  as  becomes 
his  character  and  his  temper  too.  I  have  the  great 
pleasure  of  being  one  of  his  humble  admirers,  and  have 
for  some  years  been  honoured  with  his  acquaintance. 
A  short  Sketch  of  him  is  given  in  the  European  Magazine 
of  a  few  months  since,  by  I  know  not  whom,  though 
I  suspect  it  is  from  my  valued  friend  and  his  Brother 
Magistrate,  James  Petit  Andrews,  the  brother  of  good 
Sir  Joseph,  and  so  well-known  by  his  writings. 

"It  was  Mr.  Lyson's  Envirojis  that  brought  the  idea 
to  me,  of  writing  to  the  possessor  of  Rosedale.  That 
valuable  writer  is  a  little  inaccurate  in  his  account,  vol.  i. 
page  463,  where  he  tells  us,  that  Mr.  Ross,  out  of  venera- 
tion to  Mr.  Thomson's  vao-xaoxy,  forbore  to  pull  down,  hwt 
'  enlarged  and  improved  it,'  &c.  But  he  also  seems  to 
allude  to  your  improvements,  *  by  his  votive  Tablets,  or 
Inscriptions/  by  observing  that  the  inside  of  the  rustick 
seat,  or  alcove,  is  adorned  with  suitable  Quotations  from 
Authors,  who  have  paid  due  compliments  to  the  genius  of 
your  great  predecessor.  I  know  not.  Madam,  whether  the 
following  little  piece  has  ever  engaged  your  notice,  but 
I  found  and  transcribed  it  some  time  since  from  the 
'  Gentleman's  Magazine'  for  Oct.,  1796,  page  Z^^.  I  have 
the  Rev.  Wm.  Thompson's  8vo.  volume  of  poems,  but  his 
lines  here  given  are  not  in  that  publication  : — 
*  Written  on  a  blank  leaf  of  Thomson's  '■Seasons'  by  the  Rev.  William 
Thojnpson,  of  Queen's  College^  Oxford. 
'  Hail,  Nature's  Poet !  whom  she  taught  alone 
To  sing  her  works,  in  numbers  like  her  own  ; 
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Sweet  as  the  Thrush,  that  warbles  in  the  vale, 
And  soft  as  Philomela's  tender  Tale  ! 

*  She  lent  her  pencil  too,  of  wondrous  Power, 
To  catch  the  Rainbow,  and  to  paint  the  Flower 
Of  many  mingling  lines  ;  then  smiling  said 
(But  first  with  Laurel  crowned  her  Favourite's  head), 

'  "  These  beauteous  children,  though  so  fair  they  shine, 
Fade  in  my  Seasons,  let  them  live  in  Thine. 
And  live  they  shall,  the  Charm  of  every  Eye, 
Till  Nature  sickens,  and  the  Seasons  die  !" ' 

"  Thus,  Madam,  you  see  how  prophetically  true  the 
Laureat  speaks  of  'the  Attendant  Muse.'  Her  little 
Chaplets  have  formed  a  happy  Repositary  under  your 
Auspices ;  and  may  you  long  behold  them  with  that 
fostering  Regard,  which  has  done  and  will  ever  do  Honour 
to  the  subject  and  to  yourself. 

"  Encouraged  by  the  last  line  of  your  obliging  Letter, 
should  I  ere  long  revisit  the  favoured  scene,  I  will  hope 
for  your  order  to  your  servants  for  my  admission,  in  giving 
in  the  name  of.  Madam, 

"■  Your  most  obed^  Serv^, 

"  W.  Butler." 


List  of  Officers  serving  in  &fth  Foot  in  1 7  74. 

Colonel.     Lt.-General  Studholme  Hodgson. 
Lt.-Col.     George  Maddison.     Present. 
Majors.     James  Boorder.     Retired  2 1.  4.  177^. 
James  Ogilvie.    Present, 
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Captains.     John  Webster.     Present. 
Nisbitt  Balfour.     Present. 
Thomas  Thomlinson.     Present. 
•  John  West.     Present. 
William  Holmes. 
W.  Glanville  Evelyn.     Presefit.     Killed  177s, 

{sic) ". 
Charles  Cochrane.     Present. 
Capt.-Lieut.     John  Farrier.     Present. 
Lieutenants.    Joseph  Knight. 

John  Crammond. 

George  Hutchinson,  (Adjt.).     Present. 

Harry  Rooke. 

Edward  Barron.     Present. 

Leonard  Browne.     Present. 

Benjamin  Fish.     Present. 

Peregrine  Era.  Thorne.     Present. 

Edward  Gould. 

John  Barker.     Present. 

David  Hamilton.     Present. 

Ensigns.     Henry  Hyatt. 

James  Goddard  Butler.     Present. 

Thomas  Russell.     Present. 

Christopher  Breary.     Present. 

John  Hay.     Present. 

John  Thomas  Maddison.     Present. 

Forbes  Champagne.     Present. 

David  Campbell. 
Chaplain.     James  Burch.    Present. 
Adjutant.     George  Hutchinson.     Present. 

'  Capt.  W.  G.  Evelyn  was  wounded  Oct.  18,  1776;  and  died  in 
New  York,  Nov.  6,  1776. 
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Quartermaster.    Harry  Rooke. 
Surgeon.     Richard  Knowles.     Present. 

The  4th  Foot  embarked  for  North  America  on  April  17, 
1774.  The  officers  shewn  as  present  in  the  above  list 
are  those  so  reported  in  the  Muster  Rolls  of  the  Regiment, 
at  the  time  of  embarkation. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  name  of  Ensign  George 
Evelyn  Boscawen  is  missing  ;  as  he  sailed  later,  in  the  ship- 
of-war  commanded  by  his  brother-in-law,  Admiral  John 
Leveson  Gower,  who  promised,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  Mrs. 
Boscawen,  "  to  look  after  him  as  if  he  was  his  own  son." 


^'Journal  of  the  operations  of  the  American  army 
tinder  Gen.  Sir  W^n.  Howe  ^,  from  the  evacuation 
of  Boston  to  the  end  of  the  Campaign  of  1 776."  By 
a  British  officer,  copied  from  the  original  MS. 
Journal. 

"1776. 

March  7th.  The  army  evacuated  Boston.  Arrived  at  Ha- 
lifax. 

June     9th.  Left  Halifax. 

July  2nd.  Arrived  at  Staten  Island.  Gen.  Clinton,  with 
the  troops  from  Charleston,  arrived  at  Staten 
Island. 

Aug.  nth.  The  ist  division  of  Hessian  Troops,  under 
Gen.  de  Heister,  arrived  at  Sandy  Hook, 
and  landed  the  i6th  on  Staten  Island. 

"•  For  the  map  illustrating  the  operations  of  the  Army  under  Gene- 
ral Sir  Wm.  Howe,  the  Editor  is  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Ben- 
son J.  Lossing. 
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Aug.  22nd.  The  army  landed  on  Long  Island  near  Graves- 
end. 

„  26th.  Gen.  de  Heister  took  post  with  two  Brigades  of 
Hessians  at  Flat-Bush,  and  Lord  Cornwallis 
moved  with  his  command  in  the  evening  to 
Flatlands. 

„  27th.  The  Rebels  were  attacked  near  Bedford,  and 
drove  into  their  Lines  at  Brooklyn. 

„  30th.  Gen.  Washington  evacuated  his  lines  at  Brook- 
lyn this  evening,  and  retreated  to  New  York. 

„  31st.  The  Rebels  withdrew  this  afternoon,  their  de- 
tachment left  on  Governor's  Island. 
Sept.  2nd.  Possession  taken  this  morning  of  Governor's 
Island.  The  Army  extended  themselves  to 
Newtown,  Bushwick,  Hell-Gate  and  Flushing. 
Two  Batteries  were  begun  near  Remsin's  Mill 
for  two  i2-Pounders  and  two  Howitzers  each. 
Another  Battery  was  also  begun  near  Hell- 
Gate  for  two  24-Pounders,  four  12-Pounders, 
and  two  Howitzers.  Blackwell's  Island  was 
taken  possession  of  this  day. 

„  4th.  The  enemy  retook  possession  of  Blackwell's  Is- 
land. 

„  9th.  The  Batteries  being  completed  began  to  fire 
upon  the  enemy.  Sir  William  Erskine  drove 
the  enemy  from  Blackwell's  Island.  A  Fri- 
gate with  36  flat  boats  got  up  in  the  night  to 
Hell-Gate. 
„  13th.  The  '  Phoenix,' '  Roebuck,'  '  Orpheus,'  and  '  Ca- 
rysfort,'  got  up  the  East  River  this  evening, 
under  fire  of  the  Rebel  Batteries,  above 
Bushwick. 
„    14th,  The  flat  boats  were  all  sent  into  Bushwick  Creek. 
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Sept.  15th.  The  landing  on  New  York  Island  was  made 
this  morning  in  Kipp's  Bay,  and  the  town  of 
New  York  was  taken  possession  of  this  even- 
ing, by  Major-General  Robertson,  who  was 
appointed  Commandant. 

„  i6th.  This  day  there  was  a  smart  action  near  Bloom- 
ingdale,  in  which  the  Light  Infantry  suffered, 
but,  on  being  supported  by  the  reserve  under 
the  Honble.  Major- General  Vaughan,  the 
Rebels  were  defeated  with  great  loss. 

„  21st.  This  night  the  town  of  New  York  was  set  on 
fire  by  the  Rebels.  Two  churches  and  about 
five  hundred  houses  were  burned. 

„     25th.  Paulus  Hook  was  taken  possession  of  this  day 

without  opposition. 
Oct.  7th.  The  2nd  and  6th  Brigades  crossed  over  the  bay 
to  Brooklyn,  and  encamped  at  Bedford ;  moved 
the  next  morning  to  Jamaica,  where  part  of 
the  army  assembled  under  Lt.  -  General  de 
Heister. 

„  1 2th.  General  Howe  embarked  this  morning  part  of 
the  Army  on  the  East  River  in  flat  boats, 
and  passing  through  Hell-Gate,  landed  on 
Frog's  (Throck's)  Neck.  Lt.-Gen.  de  Heister 
moved  early  this  morning  from  Jamaica  to 
Whitestone,  and  landed  at  Frog's  Neck  about 
4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

„  13th.  A  battery  was  begun,  to  drive  the  Rebels  from 
the  Bridge  leading  to  West  Chester,  but  it 
was  abandoned  in  the  night. 

„     1 6th.  The    Heavy  Baggage   of  the   Army  was  sent 

from  Frog's  Neck  on  board  the  transports. 

„     1 8th.  The  Army  embarked  in  flat  boats,  and  landed 

T  t 
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this  morning  on  Pell's  Point,  leaving  the  2nd 
and  6th  Brigades  on  Frog's  Neck. 
Oct.  19th.  The  Regiment  du  Corps  took  possession  of  New 
Rochelle. 
„     20th.  The   i6th    Dragoons  being  arrived,  joined  the 
Army  assembled  between  New  Rochelle  and 
Pell's  Point. 
„     2 1st.  General  Howe  made  a  movement  to  the  Heights 
near   New   Rochelle.     The   Troops  were   all 
withdrawn  from  Frog's  Neck,  except  the  28th 
Regiment. 

„  23rd.  The  2nd  division  of  Hessians,  under  Lt.-Ge- 
neral  Knyphausen,  were  landed  at  New  Ro- 
chelle. 

„  25th.  General  Howe  moved  this  morning  in  two 
Columns  to  Ward's  house,  6  miles  from  the 
White  Plains.  Lt.-General  Knyphausen  re- 
mained at  New  Rochelle  with  the  troops 
under  his  Command. 
■  „  28th.  General  Howe  moved  again  this  morning  at 
day-break,  and  attacked  a  Corps  of  Rebels 
posted  near  the  White  Plains,  and  defeated 
them. 

„  29th.  Lt.-General  Knyphausen  took  post  with  his 
Corps  at  Valentine's-hill  and  Miles'-square. 
Took  possession  of  Fort  Independency,  aban- 
doned by  the  Rebels  last  night. 

„  30th.  Lt.-General  Knyphausen  took  post  this  morn- 
ing on  the  heights  of  Fordham. 

„      31st.  The  Rebels  this  night  abandoned  their  lines  at 
tbe  White  Plains,  and  retired  to  some  strong 
ground  in  their  Rear. 
Nov.  2nd.  Lt.-General  Knyphausen  having  repaired  King's 
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Bridge,  took  post  within  it.    The  Army  began 
levelling  the  Rebel  lines  at  White  Plains. 
Nov.   5th.  General    Howe    moved    this    morning    in    two 
Columns  to  Dobb's  Ferry. 

„  1 2th.  The  Army  moved  again  this  morning  to  Phillip's 
House. 

„  13th.  Another  movement  was  made  to  Cortlandt's 
house  and  Delancey's  Mills. 

„  i6th.  The  Batteries  being  finished  for  the  attack  of 
Fort  Washington,  the  advanced  works  were 
stormed  this  morning,  and  the  Fort  sur- 
rendered in  the  afternoon. 

„  19th.  Lord  Cornwallis  with  part  of  the  Army  crossed 
the  North  River  this  Evening,  and  landed 
opposite  Col.  Phillip's  house.  His  Lordship 
immediately  advanced  and  took  possession 
of  Fort  Lee,  which  the  Rebels  abandoned  on 
his  approach. 

„  2 1  St.  The  Honble.  Major-General  Vaughan  took  pos- 
session of  Newbridge,  on  the  Hackinsack 
River. 

„  23rd.  Part  of  the  2nd  Brigade  and  71st  Regiment 
crossed  the  North  River,  and  took  post  at 
Fort  Lee. 

„  25th.  Brigadier-General  Leslie  crossed  this  morning, 
and  occupied  with  his  Brigade  the  heights 
near  the  English  Neighbourhood,  as  did 
Major-General  Grant  the  heights  of  New- 
bridge. 

„  26th.  Lord  Cornwallis  leaving  the  2nd  Battalion  of 
the  71st  at  Fort  Lee,  moved  with  the  Army 
towards  Aququanack  Bridge,  and  passed  the 
Pasaick  River  at  the  Ford  near  Slatterdam. 
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Nov. 28th.  Lord  Cornwallis  moved  this  morning  towards 

Newark. 
„     29th.  Continued  his  march  towards  Elizabethtown. 
„     30th.  Moved  again  this  morning  to  Woodbridge  and 

Raway. 
Dec.  1st.  Lord  CornwalHs  moved  on  towards   Brunswick 

landing,  and  prevented  the   Rebels  from  in- 

tirely  destroying  the  Bridge. 
„    2nd.  The  Bridge  being  repaired,  Lord  CornwalHs  took 

possession  of  Brunswick,  and  cantooned   his 

Army. 
„     5th.  The    Waldeck    Regiment    took    possession    of 

Amboy. 
„     6th.  General  Howe  came  to  Brunswick. 
„     7th,  The   Army   advanced   to    the    heights    beyond 

Prince  Town. 
„     8th.  The  Army  marched  again   this    morning  ;    the 

Advanced  Corps  under  Col.  Dunop  arrived  at 

3  o'clock  at  the  River  Delaware  ;    found  the 

Rebels  passing  it  under  cover  of  a  Battery  on 

the    other   side.      Lord    Cornwallis    occupied 

Maidenhead,  6  miles  on  this  side  of  Trenton. 
„     9th.  Lord  Cornwallis  marched  at   i  o'clock   in   the 

morning  in  quest  of  boats  on  the  Delaware, 

which  the  Rebels  having  burnt,  he  returned 

immediately. 
„   1 0th.  Col.  Dunop  was  detached  with  80  Yagers  and 

300  Grenadiers  to  Burlington  and  Bordentown. 
„   13th.  The    Rebel   Major-General    Lee   was    surprised 

and  taken  Prisoner  by  Lt.-Col.  Harcourt,  with 

a  detachment  of  the  i6th  Dragoons. 
„  14th.  The   First  Winter   Quarters   assigned   by  Gen. 

Howe  for  the  Troops  in  the  Jersies. 
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Dec.  26th.  This  morning,  at  day-break,  the  Post  at  Trenton, 
commanded  by  Col.  Rail,  was  surprised  by 
the  Rebels,  and  obliged  to  surrender  Prisoners 
of  War." 


The  Battle  of  Long  Island.  Copied  from  the 
Manuscript  of  a  British  Officer  who  was  in  the 
Battle  : — 

"The  2 1st  August,  the  Troops,  except  about  3,000  who 
were  left  for  the  protection  of  Staten  Island,  were  put 
over  in  the  flat-bottom  boats,  and  landed  at  Long  Island 
without   annoyance    from    the    rebels,    and    immediately 
marched  their  advanced  Guard  about  6  miles.     The  few 
rebels  that  were  posted  along  the  shore  retreating  before 
them,  and  setting  fire  to  all  the  corn  and  hay-stacks  which 
were  in  their  way.     Between  this  time  and  the  27th,  the 
army  were   employed  taking  their  different  grounds,  in 
order  to  surround   the   rebels'  different  works  they  had 
thrown  up  near  New  York.     The  27th,  in  the  morning, 
the  whole  army  marched  in  3  different  Columns ;  and  at 
day-break  their  left  fell  in  with  the  rebel  army,  who  were 
drawn  up  to  meet  them,  and  posted  on  a  very  advantage- 
ous situation  to  two  lines.     A  smart  cannonading  ensued 
between  them,  which  lasted  a  considerable  time,  when  our 
second  column,  consisting  of  the  Grenadiers,  and  a  part 
of  the  Hessians,  came  down  on  the  back  of  them.     A  ge- 
neral confusion  ensued  on  the  part  of  the  rebels ;  and  they 
were  defeated  and  routed  with  great  slaughter.     They  fled 
on  all  sides,  and  were  cut  to  pieces  on  their  retreat  by  the 
3rd  Column,  who  came  up  with  them  just  as  they  were 
getting  into  their  redoubts.     The  Hessians  gave  very  little 
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quarter  to  any.  General  Howe  immediately  marched  up 
to  their  lines  without  their  two  principal  redoubts,  and 
began  to  throw  up  some  works  against  them  ;  but  they 
prevented  this  attacking  there,  by  evacuating  the  redoubts 
the  29th,  at  night,  and  left  all  their  cannon,  ammunition, 
provisions,  &c.,  behind  them,  and  retired  across  the  water 
to  New  York.  The  next  day  they  evacuated  Governor's 
Island  in  much  the  same  manner  as  the  redoubts,  which 
we  are  likewise  in  possession  of;  and  all  these  three  places 
command  New  York.  Our  army  in  Long  Island  consists 
altogether  of  about  18,000.  The  rebel  army  was  sup- 
posed to  be  40,000." 


A  list  of  Officers  killed  2'jtk  August,  in  the  action 
between  our  troops  and  the  Rebels  on  Long  Island. 
(Copied  from  the  same  MS.  of  the  British  of- 
ficer) : — 


"  Lieut.-Colonel  Grant  . 
Capt.  Lord  Alex.  Murray 
Captain  Nelson 
Captain  Logan 
Lieut.  Lovell  . 


40th  Regiment. 
17th  do.  Light  Infy. 
62nd  Grenadiers. 
Mar.  do. 
Artillery. 


Captain  Brown 
Lieut.  Nugent 


Wou7tded  and  in  danger. 

.     44th  Grenadiers. 
.     Mar.  do. 


Wounded  and  recovering. 

Lieut.-Gen.  Monckton    ,         .         .     ist  Battn.  Grenadiers. 
Captain  Kennedy  ....     44th  Regiment. 
Lieut.  Powell  ....     49th  Grenadiers. 
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Lieut.  Mair  (or  Muir)     .         .         .     43rd  Light  Infy. 
Lieut.  Leslie 55th  do. 

50  Rank  and  file  killed. 

250  wounded  ;  not  more  than  20  in  danger. 


Prisoners  taken  by  the  Rebels. 

.     Marines  \ 

J  Grenj 

^  ,         .         .         do.       V 

,^  T)     r      J  £1  vates,  Hessians. 

19  Rank  and  file.  J  ' 


Lieut.  Ragg    .         .         .     Marines  \ 

r\  u  J  Grenadiers,  4  pri- 

One  sersfeant .         .         .         do.       \  '  i-  r 


Rebels  m  our  possession  by  the  returns  of  Saturday  ^ 
September  ist. 

"  3,700,  out  of  which  about  1,400  have  been  buried  ; 
the  rest  are  prisoners  with  Lieut.-General  Sullivan  and 
Lord  Stirling,  and  96  officers  of  different  ranks. 

Captures. 

6  Brass  Field-pieces. 

I  Brass  Royal  Howitzer,  inscribed  *  United  Colonies.' 

5  Stand  of  Regimental  Colours,  and  a  great  number  of 

Iron  Ordinance,  Artillery,  Stores  and  Provisions." 


"The  following  three  Grenadier  Companies,  consisting 
of  about  40  Men  each  Company,  attacked  and  routed 
upwards  of  2,000  of  the  Rebel  forces,  most  of  which  they 
killed  or  made  Prisoners  : — 

49th  Regiment. 

64th  Regiment. 

Marine. 
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The  Regiment  Du  Prince  and  Regiment  de  Heister,  had 
the  honour  of  taking  the  Colours. 

The  New  York  Volunteers  took  two  Field  pieces. 

The  rest  of  the  Artillery  was  taken  by  Colonel  Dunop's 
Chasseurs,  who  acquired  great  Honour  e." 


yournal  of  a  Bi'itish  Officer. 
"1777. 
June  nth.  The  Commander-in-Chief  came  from  Amboy 

to  Brunswick,  joining  on  the  road  the  Escort 
of  the  Provision  Train,  consisting  of  the  7th 
and  26th,  and  part  of  the  71st  Regts. 
„  1 2th.  Several  Regiments  from  Amboy  and  Bonham- 
town  joined  the  Army  at  Brunswick,  and 
encamped  on  the  heights  above  the  Town 

*  The  discrepancy  between  the  above  account  of  the  American 
losses  and  that  given  by  Washington  is  so  great,  and  the  variance  is 
so  wide  even  between  different  American  historians,  that  I  quote  the 
following  from  Mr.  Henry  P.  Johnston.  (The  Campaign  of  1776  around 
New  York  and  Brooklyn.)  "Among  Brooklyn  writers,  Mr.  Field  as- 
serts that  Washington  concealed  the  actual  extent  of  his  loss,  and  Dr. 
Stiles  accepts  the  British  report  as  it  stands.  Marshall  puts  the  Ame- 
rican loss  at  over  1,000  ;  Irving,  2,000  ;  Lossing,  1,650  ;  Field,  2,000  ; 
Sparks,  1,100  ;  Bancroft,  800  ;  Carrington,  970.  Stedman,  the  earliest 
British  historian,  gives  2,000 ;  while  Adolphus,  Jessey,  and  Massey,  who 
cover  the  reign  of  George  111.,  blindly  follow  Howe,  and  give  over  3,000 
for  the  American  loss.  There  is  but  one  explanation  of  this  wide  dis- 
crepancy between  the  British  and  American  returns,  namely  :  Wash- 
ington's original  estimate  at  its  largest  limit,  one  thousand  killed, 
wounded  and  prisoners,  was  almost  precisely  correct.  Of  this  there 
can  be  no  question  whatever,  the  proof  being  a  matter  of  record. 
Thus,  on  the  8th  of  Oct.,  Washington  issued  the  following  order  :  '  The 
General  desires  the  commanding  officers  of  each  regiment  or  corps  will 
give  in  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  officers  and  men  who  were  killed, 
taken,  or  missing  in  the  action  of  the  27th  Augt.  on  Long  Island,  and 
since  that  period.    He  desires  the  returns  may  be  correct,  (Sic' "  (Force.) 
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and  Bridges.  The  army  to  take  the  field 
was  brigaded. 
June  13th.  The  Army  ordered  to  march  in  one  Column. 
The  1st  division  under  the  command  of  Lt- 
Genl,  Lord  Cornwallis,  the  2nd  under  Lt.- 
Genl.  de  Heister. 

„  14th.  At  daylight  Lord  Cornwallis's  division  began 
to  move,  and  at  6  o'clock  the  2nd  division, 
being  formed  in  Order  of  March  on  the 
Princetown-road,  followed  Lord  Cornwallis, 
having  exchanged  a  few  shots  with  a  flying 
party  of  the  Rebels  at  the  Millstone  (Hills- 
boro  or  Somerset  Court  House),  repaired  the 
Bridge  which  they  had  begun  breaking  down, 
and  crossing  the  river,  halted  upon  the  heights 
on  the  western  bank.  The  2nd  Division 
halted  at  Middlebush,  six  miles  from  Bruns- 
wick, and  two  miles  from  the  Millstone. 

„  15th.  The  disposition  of  the  Camp  at  Middlebush 
was  changed.  It  was  ordered  the  pickets 
should  in  future  be  relieved  at  daybreak, 
in  order  to  have  double  pickets  at  that 
Hour.  Great  Symptoms  of  a  disposition  to 
plunder  being  perceived  in  the  troops,  the 
Commander-in-Chief  sent  a  message  to 
General  de  Heister,  desiring  him  to  warn 
the  Hessians  not  to  persist  in  such  outrages, 
as  they  would  be  most  severely  punished. 
Most  of  the  Brigades  received  the  same  In- 
junction from  the  officers  commanding  them 

„     1 6th,  Two  Sergeants  of  the  Light  Dragoons  and  one 
trooper  were  either  killed  or  taken  this  morn- 
ing :  they  were  on  a  patrole.     This  morning 
U  u 
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at  daybreak  we  began  throwing  up  3  redoubts 
near  Head  Quarters  and  the  Provision  Train  ; 
1,200  men  with  a  proportion  of  officers  were 
employed  on  this  duty.  The  work  was  dis- 
continued at  1 1  o'clock  at  night.  It  was  re- 
ported that  the  Rebel  Army  had  quitted  the 
heights  above  Bound  Brook. 
June  17th.  The  women  who  had  followed  the  Army  were 
sent  back  to  Brunswick.  A  Serjeant  from 
the  Welsh  Fusileers  deserted.  The  Troops 
retained  their  same  position.  The  Enemy 
seemed  to  vary  theirs.  The  few  Tents  we 
saw  scattered  on  the  hills  appeared  every 
day  in  different  spots.  The  Rebel  Light 
Horse  were  frequently  seen  moving  about 
Lord  Cornwallis's  Camp,  and  the  avenues  to 
both  camps  were  infested  by  Ambuscades, 
which  fired  at  our  patrole  and  sentries. 
„  1 8th.  Orders  were  given  for  the  2nd  division  to  march. 
Two  Hessians  were  killed  and  four  wounded 
this  evening,  on  an  advanced  post  from  Lord 
Cornwallis's  Camp. 
„  19th.  The  whole  marched  in  one  Column  this  morning 
at  6  o'clock.  The  2nd  Division  in  front,  and 
by  the  right.  The  Army  arrived  at  Bruns- 
wick before  noon,  and  encamped  on  the 
Heights  round  it  on  either  side  the  Rariton. 
General  Leslie's  Brigade  extending  to  Bon- 
hamtown. 


APPENDIX. 


331 


Hessians 


DistribiUion  of  the  part  of  the  Ar^ny,  not  moving 
with  the  main  Body,  on  the  march  to  Millstone. 

Rhode  Island 

Stirn      \ 
Ditfurth! 
Kuyne 
Bunow 

22nd. 

43rd.  1- British 

54th. 

York  Island. 

45th. 
63rd. 


Commanded  by  Maj.-Genl.  Prescott. 


I  British 


-New  York 


Hereditary  Prince)  j^ 


Frumback 

Prince  Charles 
Stein 
Block 
Weissennback 


essians 


]  Knyphausen 
Hessians  I  Kingsbridge 
and  In- 
dependency 


Lt.-General 
Knyphausen. 


Amboy  \ 

55  th  Regt.  British      I  Colonel  Eybe. 
one  Battaln.  Anspachj 
Battln.  of  Waldeck 


Brunswick 

Brige.  of  Guards' 
7th  Regt. 
26th  do. 
35  th  do. 
38th  do. 

Remains  of  Raille's  Brigde.  Hessians; 


^British 


iBrigadier-Genl. 

|Matthew. 


June  20th.  In  the  morning  the  picket  of  the  Grenadiers 
were  fired  upon  by  about  200  of  the  Enemy, 
who  came  upon  them  from  the  Wood.  Upon 
a  party  of  Grenadiers  marching  to  support 
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the  picket,  the  enemy  retired.  The  17th 
Dragoons,  35th,  38th,  and  52nd  Foot  marched 
to  Amboy.  The  7th  and  26th  Regiments 
took  up  their  ground.  The  flat  boats,  car- 
riages and  pontoons  were  sent  to  Amboy.  A 
great  deal  of  firing  was  heard  towards  8 
o'clock  in  the  evening  in  the  direction  of  the 
Rebel  Camp,  both  of  Cannon  and  small 
Arms.  The  Pickets  were  ordered  in  future 
to  load,  in  consequence  of  General  Grey's 
reporting  that  this  was  neglected. 
June  2 1st.  Major-General  Vaughan  proceeded  to  Amboy, 
escorted  by  Kohlens'  Battalion  of  Hessians. 
About  200  of  the  Enemy  made  their  appear- 
ance at  Bonhamtown,  but  did  not  advance 
upon  the  Troops  there. 
„  22nd.  Several  men  deserted  last  night.  At  2  o'clock 
in  the  morning  the  Army  struck  Tents  ;  and 
at  7  the  Troops  encamped  near  Brunswick, 
being  come  up  with  the  2nd  Division  at  Pis- 
cataqua,  the  whole  marched.  At  about  5 
the  Rebels  had  appeared  at  the  Jager  post, 
and  a  few  shots  had  been  fired.  The  Army 
had  scarce  begun  their  March,  when  a  body 
of  the  Enemy  shewed  themselves  on  the 
Heights  behind  Brunswick,  and  where  the 
Hessian  Grenadiers  had  been  encamped. 
They  fired  several  Cannon  across  the  River. 
The  other  Body,  which  had  marched  from 
Bound  Brook  on  the  N,  E.  side  of  the  Rariton, 
and  had  shewn  themselves  at  the  Jager  posts, 
proceeded  from  thence  towards  Piscataqua, 
and    fell   in    with   the  Column  of  march   at 


APPENDIX.  333 

the  place  where  the  Quibbletown-road  meets, 
and  turns  into,  the  Amboy  road.  They  at- 
tacked the  Light  Infantry,  but  were  imme- 
diately driven  back  ;  they  however  shifted 
their  position  from  one  Thicket  to  another, 
and  hung  upon  the  flanks  and  rear  for  some 
distance.  They  killed  and  wounded  about 
20  soldiers  and  a  woman,  a  Grenadier's  wife. 
In  the  front  Brigr.-Genl.  Leslie  advanced 
with  his  Brigade,  and  took  post  at  Short 
Hills,  a  mile  or  two  beyond  Bonhamtown 
towards  Amboy.  In  consequence  of  the 
firing  in  the  rear,  the  2nd  division  halted 
for  a  little  time  at  Bonhamtown,  and  the 
baggage  was  sent  forward.  "  The  2nd  division 
was  again  halted  near  Amboy  for  nigh  two 
hours,  from  an  ill-comprehended  or  ill-de- 
livered Order.  The  4th,  15th,  23rd,  27th,  44th, 
and  64th  Regiments,  and  Stirne's  Brigade 
of  Hessians,  crossed  from  Amboy  to  Staten 
Island,  and  encamped  at  Prince's  Bay  under 
the  Command  of  General  Grey. 
June  If.  The  Hessian  Brigade  embarked  at  Prince's 
Bay. 
„  25th.  The  Regiments  at  Staten  Island  received  Or- 
ders to  leave  their  Tents  standing,  and  re- 
pair at  8  o'clock  in  the  evening  to  Bishop's 
Point,  Those  at  Amboy  had  orders  to  strike 
their  Tents,  and  send  them  with  their  Bag- 
gage to  the  water-side.  The  Transports, 
with  the  Hessian  Brigade  on  board,  went 
round  from  Prince's  Bay  to  Amboy.  The 
movements  of  the  Troops  at  Staten  Island 
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were  meant  to  be  secret,  that  those  at 
Amboy  might  appear  as  a  preparation  to 
embark  or  cross  over  to  Staten  Island.  The 
Hessian  Transports  coming  up  to  Amboy 
at  the  same  time  might  well  seem  destined 
to  receive  Troops  on  board.  At  about  lo 
in  the  evening  the  troops  crossed  from 
Staten  Island  to  Amboy.  The  Army  lay 
on  their  Arms  on  the  Brunswick  and  Wood- 
bridge  roads. 
June  26th.  Two  columns  being  formed,  the  right  com- 
manded by  Lt.-General  Lord  Cornwallis, 
and  the  left  by  Major-General  Vaughan.  The 
right  marched  a  little  before  sunrise,  and 
took  the  Woodbridge-road.  The  right  pass- 
ing thro'  Woodbridge,  turned  to  the  left,  and 
by  a  circuit  gained  the  road  to  Scotch  Plains. 
On  their  march  they  fell  in,  not  far  from 
Woodbridge,  with  a  party  of  Rebels,  who 
fled  on  their  approach,  leaving,  it  is  said, 
some  killed  and  wounded.  The  left  pro- 
ceeding for  about  5  miles  on  the  Bonham- 
town-road,  turned  into  the  Quibbletown-road; 
and  taking  afterwards  to  their  right  at  Me- 
tuchend  meeting-house,  fell  into  the  Scotch 
Plains-road,  and  came  up  with  the  rear  of 
the  right  column.  Col.  Prescott  with  the 
28th  and  35th  Regiments,  and  the  Hessian 
Battalion  of  Loos  and  Dunops,  was  detached 
to  Bonhamtovvn  on  the  left,  turning  into  the 
Bonhamtown-road. 

The  Army  was  now  in  one  Column. 
The  first  soon  reached  Ash  Swamp,  where 
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they  came  up  with  a  considerable  body  of 
the  Rebels,  commanded  by  Lord  Stirling, 
who  had  taken  post  on  rising  ground,  in 
order  (as  it  was  supposed)  to  cover  the  re- 
treat of  about  70  waggons,  which  they  had 
begun  to  draw  off  on  our  approach,  and  the 
hindermost  of  which  was  discovered  by  the 
head  of  our  Column.  They  made  very  little 
resistance,  but  dispersed  as  the  Grenadiers 
of  the  Guard,  and  a  few  Companies  of  Light 
Infantry  advanced  upon  them.  A  Troop  of 
Light  Dragoons  pursued  the  fugitives,  and 
took  about  30  prisoners,  killing  or  wounding 
several  more.  In  this  affair.  Captain  Finch 
of  the  Guards  was  mortally  wounded.  The 
Enemy  left  3  brass  Field -pieces  on  the 
ground  ;  they  were  French  Guns.  The  Army 
proceeded  to  Westfield,  where  they  lay  on 
their  Arms. 
June  27th.  At  9  in  the  morning  we  marched  by  the  left, 
bringing  with  us  about  60  prisoners  picked 
up  at  different  places,  and  driving  y^  cattle 
we  fell  in  with  on  the  road.  The  spirit  of 
depredation  was  but  too  prevalent  on  these 
marches.  This  day,  however,  it  was  much 
restrained  in  the  2nd  Column,  then  in  front. 
We  scarce  met  a  man  except  the  old  and 
infirm.  The  Army  hutted  this  night  along 
the  Banks  of  the  Rauway,  6  miles  from 
Amboy. 
„  28th.  The  Army  marched  to  Amboy.  Several  Regi- 
ments crossed  to  Staten  Island,  and  a  great 
many  horses. 
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June  29th.  More  troops,  Horses,  and  Artillery,  crossed  to 
Staten  Island. 

„     30th.  The   remainder  of  the   Army  crossed    unmo- 
lested from  Amboy  to  Staten  Island. 
July  1st.  Some    of   the    Regiments    marched    to    Cole's 
Ferry. 

„  2nd.  The  remainder  marched  from  different  parts  of 
the  Island  where  they  were  encamped,  to  the 
heights  above  Cole's  Ferry,  where  the  whole 
Army  encamped. 

„  8th  and  9th.  The  troops  embarked  on  board  their 
transports. 

„  14th.  The  38th  and  35th  Regiments  came  from  Staten 
Island,  and  landed  at  New  York.  One  Bat- 
talion of  Anspach,  that  of  Koehler,  together 
with  the  7th  and  26th  Regiments,  came  up  at 
the  same  time  in  their  Transports,  and  lay  off 
New  York. 

„  17th.  Sir  William  Howe  embarked  on  board  the '  Eagle,' 
Lord  Cornwallis  and  General  Grant  on  board 
the  *  Isis,*  and  General  Grey  on  board  the 
'  Somerset.'     The  fleet  lay  off  the  Narrows. 

„  19th.  A  signal  was  made  to  prepare  for  sailing. 

„  20th.  The  fleet  weighed  anchor,  and  the  Transports 
moved  down  to  Sandy  Hook  Bay.  The  men- 
of-war  came  to  anchor  again  near  the  Nar- 
rows. 

„  22nd.  In  the  morning  sailed  out  of  the  Hook. 

„  30th.  Made  Cape  Henlopen  ;  stood  off  the  whole 
night. 

„  31st.  Stood  in  again  for  the  mouth  of  the  Bay.  Stood 
off  again  at  night." 
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Letter  {ttnsigned)  to  Lo7^d  Geo7^ge  Germaine. 

^^Stateti  Island^  July  ist,  i^T]. 

"My  Lord, — I  return  you  infinite  thanks  for  your  last 
letter.  The  winter  has  passed  over  barren  of  incidents  for 
the  pen,  except  the  retreats  from  Princetown  and  Elizabeth- 
town  to  Amboy  and  Brunswick,  after  the  unfortunate  af- 
fair of  Col.  Raille's  at  Trenton.  Our  winter  quarters  since 
that  time  were  confined  to  Brunswick  and  Amboy,  both 
situated  upon  the  Rariton  River.  A  few  skirmishes  for 
forage,  and  the  action  at  Bound  Brook,  where  the  Rebels 
suffered  themselves  to  be  surprised,  and  where  they  lost 
3  pieces  of  Cannon  and  80  Prisoners,  were  the  only  me- 
morable things  till  the  Spring  began  to  open. 

"  Early  in  the  year  the  Continental  Army  was  largely 
recruited.  Deserters'  and  other  Reports  confirmed  this 
opinion.  Mr.  Washington,  by  the  prudent  cantonment  of 
his  Troops,  before  the  winter  began  to  break,  totally  pre- 
vented any  Communication  by  land  between  General  Howe 
and  the  Northern  Army.  This  position  at  the  same  time 
upon  the  rugged  and  extensive  heights  above  Bound  Brook, 
rendered  him  formidable  to  the  Jersey  Army.  The  vil- 
lage of  Bound  Brook  is  situated  upon  the  Rariton,  N.  W. 
of  Brunswick,  the  intermediate  space  barely  7  miles  ;  the 
forest  and  Mountains  beyond  it  strong  as  human  imagina- 
tion can  suggest.  Here  the  Dictator  placed  the  Artillery 
and  battalions  of  the  United  States.  By  partys  he  in- 
vested Brunswick  and  Amboy,  and  continued  a  chain  of 
intelligence  to  himself  from  Bound  Brook,  to  Woodbridge, 
and  Princetown.  Whilst  Mr.  Washington  remained  on  his 
ground.  General  Howe  could  make  no  advances  towards 
the  North  or  the   Delaware.     In   his   lines   he  could   not 
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attack  him  ;  and  to  leave  so  large  an  Army  in  his  rear, 
would  not,  I  presume,  be  consistent  with  General  Howe's 
principles.  On  Sir  Wm.  Howe's  approach  to  the  Jerseys, 
the  9th  of  June,  the  troops  were  drawn  from  New  York 
and  Amboy,  except  what  were  necessary  for  their  defence, 
and  encamped  at  Brunswick.  As  this  place  had  been  the 
post  of  the  reserve  and  other  troops  under  the  Command 
of  Lt.-General  Earl  Cornwallis  during  the  rigour  of  the 
winter,  redoubts  had  been  thrown  up.  General  Howe  cir- 
cumscribed the  works,  deposited  his  heavy  Baggage,  and 
garrisoned  it  with  7  weak  battalions.  Upon  reconnoiter- 
ing  the  Rebel  Army,  Sir  Wm.  Howe  found  their  Moun- 
tains inaccessible ;  but  a  feint  towards  the  Delaware,  he 
thought,  might  possibly  draw  Mr.  Washington  from  his 
lines.  The  Army,  consisting  of  about  13,000  men,  British 
and  Hessians,  marched  in  two  Divisions  the  14th  of  July, 
early  in  the  morning :  the  first  by  its  right,  under  Lieut- 
Gen.  Earl  Cornwallis ;  the  2nd  by  its  left,  under  the  Com- 
mand of  Lt.-General  de  Heister.  The  1st  division  took 
Post  the  same  day  upon  the  Heights  of  Millstone,  a  small 
village  lying  W.  of  Brunswick  8  miles.  The  enemy  as 
usual  skirmished  with,  and  retired  from,  the  light  infantry 
and  Chasseurs.  The  2nd  division  halted  at  Middle  Bush, 
where  General  Howe  fixed  his  quarters.  The  line  of  the 
1st  and  2nd  Columns  extended  near  5  miles. 

"  Upon  the  information  of  a  deserter,  that  the  Enemy  in- 
tended to  attack  the  part  of  the  Army  lying  over  the  Mill- 
stone river,  a  patrole  of  the  Queen's  Light  Dragoons,  sup- 
ported by  5  companies  of  Light  Lifantry,  was  detached 
towards  Nantasket  Bridge  in  the  Rariton,  with  intent  to 
discover  whether  the  Provincials  had  made  any  prepara- 
tion for  passing  over  a  large  body  of  troops.  The  party 
advanced  within  400  yards  of  the  bridge,  when  they  found 
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the  enemy  advantageously  posted.  After  the  exchange 
of  a  few  shots,  the  word  was  given  to  retreat,  which  was 
effected  without  any  loss. 

"At  the  return  of  the  Patrole,  another  was  ordered  on  the 
road  to  Flemington,  which  place  is  W.  by  S.  of  Millstone, 
1 8  miles.  The  Queen's  Dragoons  approached  within  6 
miles  of  Flemington  without  any  obstruction,  took  a  peas- 
ant out  of  a  cottage,  who  informed  them,  and  shewed  them 
the  line  of  the  enemy,  that  Mr.  Washington  had  made  no 
motion  from  his  right  towards  the  Delaware ;  but  Mr.  Sul- 
livan (another  Rebel  chief)  had  moved  that  evening  from 
Rocky  Hill  and  Princetown,  and  had  taken  post  on  the 
hills  lying  on  the  West  of  Sourlands,  on  the  Flemington 
road.  The  party  returned  unmolested,  and  brought  in  the 
peasant.  The  15th  the  army  continued  in  the  same  posi- 
tion. The  Commander-in-Chief  ordered  redoubts  to  be 
constructed  to  make  the  posts  stronger,  and  to  preserve 
the  communication.  The  throwing  up  redoubts  in  Mr. 
Washington's  sight,  might  prepossess  him  with  an  opinion 
that  the  King's  Army  meant  by  works  and  redoubts  to 
extend  itself,  force  him  to  fight,  and  cut  him  off  from  the 
Delaware  ^. 

"  This  day  a  patrole  was  intended,  if  possible,  to  pass  as 
far  as  Pluckamin  by  the  South  and  over  the  North  Branch 

'  "When  Lord  Cornwallis  carried  a  body  of  Troops  over  to  the 
Jerseys,  and  had  pursued  the  Rebels  to  the  River  Rariton,  where,  or 
at  Brunswick,  his  instructions  hmited  his  progress,  his  Lordship 
sent  an  express  to  Genl.  Howe,  acquainting  him  that,  by  a  brisk  pur- 
suit, he  could  entirely  disperse  Washington's  army,  and  seize  his  heavy 
baggage  and  artillery  before  he  could  pass  the  Delaware.  Gen.  Howe 
returned  for  answer,  '  That  he  was  just  then  sealing  some  letters,  and 
would  be  with  him  in  person  immediately  ;'  but  did  not,  however, 
come  in  6  days,  by  which  time  Washington  secured  everything." 
Letters  written  from  America  in  1777  &"  1778." 
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of  the  Rariton,  but  the  inteUigence  of  a  spy  prevented  this 
design,  and  directed  a  Patrole  the  same  road  as  the  pre- 
ceeding  night.  This  party  was  committed  ;  the  peasant 
being  released  that  had  been  brought  in,  layed  an  ambus- 
cade, which  it  was  impossible  to  avoid.  The  ofificer,  by 
his  presence  of  mind,  brought  off  his  party,  except  two 
excellent  sergeants  and  one  private,  a  great  loss  to  the 
Queen's  Light  Dragoons,  and  a  strong  circumstance  to 
prove  the  immense  caution  and  care  requisite  when  Dra- 
goons patrole  a  woodland  country.  The  17th  Dragoons 
patroled  from  Middle  Bush  towards  the  Rariton  and 
Bound  Brook  without  any  difficulty. 

"The  1 6th  inst.  a  flag  of  truce  was  ordered  to  deliver 
a  letter  from  Genl.  Lee  to  General  Washington.  This 
ruse  did  not  succeed.  Mr.  Sullivan  would  not  suffer  the 
flag  to  pass  his  quarters  on  the  Flemington  road  ;  one  of 
Genl.  Lee's  aides-de-camp  gave  a  receipt  for  the  letter, 
and  the  party  returned  with  an  account,  that  of  the  two 
sergeants  and  one  private  missing  the  preceeding  day, 
only  one  sergeant  was  killed.  My  Lord,  this  prolixity  I 
fear  will  tire.  Nothing  of  consequence  occurred  till  the 
1 8th,  when  the  army  received  orders  to  be  in  readiness  to 
march  at  3  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  whole  to  move  by 
its  left.  The  King's  troops  reached  Brunswick  without 
being  harassed  by  the  Enemy  ;  thus  ended  an  Expedition 
of  which  nothing  great  could  be  expected.  Mr.  Washing- 
ton took  the  wary  part,  he  kept  his  strongholds  beyond 
the  Rariton,  and  remained  quiet  in  his  inaccessable  post. 
No  bait  or  temptation  from  General  Howe  could  induce 
him  to  leave  his  mountainous  situation,  or  risque  his  cha- 
racter or  his  army  by  battle.  The  army  continued  a  few 
days  at  Brunswick ;  Genl.  Howe  evacuated  that  place ; 
effected  a  retreat  in  one  column  from  the  right  to  Amboy, 
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without  any  loss.  The  Enemy  shewed  themselves  some- 
times, but  never  with  courage  to  attack.  Mr.  Washington 
detached  part  of  his  troops  under  the  command  of  Mr. 
Maxwell,  to  harass  and  observe  the  King's  Army,  whilst 
it  remained  in  Camp  near  Amboy ;  they  pried  into  the 
outposts,  and  in  contemptable  partys  shewed  only  their 
insolence.  .  .  .  The  Commander-in-Chief,  before  he  em- 
barked his  troops,  nearly  re-quipped  for  that  purpose, 
thought  proper  to  scour  the  Country  in  his  front,  and 
clear  it  of  the  Enemy's  partys. 

"  On  the  24th  inst.,  the  Army  received  orders  to  send  all 
the  baggage  within  the  town  of  Amboy ;  the  men  to 
receive  3  days'  Provision  and  Rum,  and  to  march  in  two 
Columns  from  the  right  at  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  the 
whole  was  under  arms.  The  Column  upon  the  right 
was  commanded  by  Lt.-Genl.  Earl  Cornwallis,  the  left  by 
Major-Genl,  Vaughan  ;  at  4  o'clock  in  the  morning  the 
whole  was  in  motion,  Woodbridge  and  the  Short  Hill 
were  seized  without  any  loss.  The  Columns  pushed  and 
routed  the  advanced  guard  of  the  Rebel  Army,  commanded 
by  Lord  Stirling,  and  took  3  pieces  of  cannon.  Mr. 
Washington  had  the  preceeding  night  crept  out  of  his 
mountains,  and  intended  with  his  army  to  obstruct  the 
premeditated  embarkation.  The  intelligence  of  the  Coun- 
try, that  the  British  and  Hessian  Troops  were  under  arms, 
probably  saved  his  baggage  and  his  troops.  Major-Genl. 
Stern's  Brigade  occasioned  the  long  halt,  and  by  its  delay 
in  not  passing  alertly  from  Staten  Island,  in  some  mea- 
sure prevented  the  success  of  the  day. 

"  The  news  that  Genl.  Howe  was  on  the  march  trimmed 
Mr.  Washington  about ;  he  retreated  with  precipitation  to 
the  mountains.  Notwithstanding  the  heat  of  the  weather, 
the  spirit  of  the  troops  carried  them  on.     They  overtook 
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Lord  Stirling,  who  was  glad  to  escape  without  his  artillery. 
In  the  attack  of  the  cannon,  fell  the  Honble.  Captain 
Finch  of  the  Light  Infantry  Guards,  a  youth  ever  to  be 
regretted,  if  the  most  amiable  and  manly  virtues  claim 
regard.  The  Corps  engaged  lost  very  few  men,  the  Rebels 
left  killed  and  wounded  and  prisoners,  about  200.  The 
Army  took  post  in  the  evening,  about  4  miles  from  Eliza- 
bethtown.  In  the  morning  the  corps  that  were  engaged 
received  the  thanks  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  the 
whole  had  orders  to  march  by  the  left,  towards  Spankton 
and  Woodbridge. 

"  The  ground  the  Army  occupied  this  day  was  command- 
ing and  beautiful ;  a  plentiful  brook  flowed  along  the 
front. 

"The  next  day,  the  King's  Troops  arrived  at  Amboy, 
through  Woodbridge.  The  rear-guard  was  not  harassed, 
and  during  the  whole  march  the  memory  of  the  recent 
action  prevented  the  appearance  of  an  Enemy. 

"General  Howe  quitted  Amboy  without  a  shot,  and  em- 
barked his  Troops  from  Staten  Island  on  the  9th,  loth, 
and  nth  of  July.  The  destination  of  the  Fleet,  I  believe, 
rests  a  secret  with  the  brothers. 

"  Here,  my  Lord,  I  leave  you ;  my  next  letter,  perhaps, 
will  tell  you  where  we  disembark ;  what  I  have  already 
written,  describes  the  most  interesting  circumstances  that 
have  occurred  since  the  opening  of  the  Campaign." 
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From  Sir  Thomas  Mills  {Receiver-General  at 
Quebec)  to  Lieut.  General  Fk.  Haldimand. 

^^  Adelphi  Terrace,  {London,) 

' '  Tuesday,  2nd  December,  1777. 

"  Dear  Sir, — Major  Cuyler  arrived  yesterday  morning 
express  from  Sir  William  Howe.  I  am  waiting  for  the 
Gazette  to  enclose  it  to  you ;  I  am  afraid,  my  dear 
General,  that  the  Contents  will  not  answer  your  expec- 
tations any  more  than  ours.  Washington  is  still  at  the 
head  of  his  Army,  with  an  open  and  plentiful  country  to 
supply  him,  as  well  as  to  retreat  to.  Even  the  little  suc- 
cess we  have  had  is  chequered  with  losses  which  we  can 
hardly  spare.  You  will  perceive  that  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  us  to  prepare  with  vigour  for  another  campaign. 
Clinton's  expedition  has  been  carried  out  with  spirit  and 
courage,  but  I  am  afraid  it  is  too  late  for  the  support  of 
Burgoyne ;  that  business  ought  to  have  been  done  in  the 
month  of  May.  We  have  as  yet  no  accounts  of  Burgoyne 
to  be  entirely  depended  upon,  but  flying  reports  of  a  very 
alarming  nature.  What  a  misfortune  it  has  been  to  all 
our  affairs  that  Howe  did  not  begin  his  operations  earlier, 
and  perhaps  it  will  also  turn  out  unfortunate  his  going  to 
the  southwards. 

"  Wednesday,  3rd  December.  The  Gazette  did  not 
come  out  time  enough  last  night  to  enable  me  to  dis- 
patch a  letter  to  the  City.  This  morning  we  have  had 
express  from  Quebec  brought  by  the  '  Warwick '  man-of- 
war  ;  she  left  Quebec  the  27th  October.  By  her  we 
have  the  most  dreadful  and  melancholy  account  of  poor 
Burgoyne's  misfortune.  The  reports  of  this  affair  have  been 
brought  to  Canada  by  straggling  deserters  from  the  Army, 
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and  as  yet  the  best  accounts  I  can  give  you  of  this  calam- 
ity, which  I  collect  from  a  number  of  letters  I  have,  is  that 
Burgoyne  had  pushed  down  well  his  little  army,  till  within 
about  5  miles  of  Albany.  The  Rebels  of  course  had  collect- 
ed all  the  force  of  the  New  England  provinces  against 
him  ;  some  say  30,  and  others  40,000  Men.  He  fortified 
and  entrenched  his  little  Camp,  and  went  to  reconnoitre 
the  Enemies'  with  a  small  party.  The  Rebels  attacked  him 
and  drove  them  back,  and  at  the  same  time  attempted 
to  force  his  Camp  with  their  Army,  but  they  were  repulsed 
with  great  slaughter  in  this  affair ;  Brigr.-Genl.  Eraser 
was  killed,  and  many  more  officers  whose  names  we  do 
not  yet  know.  It  is  said  that  some  days  after  he  attempt- 
ed to  make  good  his  retreat  to  Lake  George,  but  was  sur- 
rounded on  all  sides.  Report  also  says  that  he  made 
many  desperate  attacks  to  extricate  himself,  but  at  last 
was  obliged  to  lay  down  his  arms,  under  some  terms  of 
capitulation,  which  we  have  no  true  account  of.  It  was 
however  said,  he  is  to  be  transported  to  England,  but 
that  he  and  his  Army  are  under  promise  not  to  fight 
against  America  during  the  War. 

"  What  terrible  mortification  this  is,  my  dear  General, 
to  a  great  nation.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  say  whether  the  dis- 
grace or  the  misfortune  is  greatest.  Poor  Burgoyne  is  cer- 
tainly not  to  blame,  as  he  is  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  the  very 
bad  conduct  of  the  other  parts  of  the  Campaign  ;  as  his  view 
in  pushing  to  Albany  must  have  been  the  certainty  of  find- 
ing our  Army  and  provisions  to  support  him,  in  both  of  which 
he  was  cruelly  disappointed.  His  army  that  capitulated 
after  the  losses  they  sustained  could  not  amount  to  4,000 
men,  I  saw  Lord  George  Germaine  almost  immediately 
he  received  this  fatal  news,  and  although  he  thoroughly 
felt  the  misfortune  that  had  befallen  us,  yet  I  never  saw 
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him  in  better  spirits.  He  was  going  down  to  the  House 
of  Commons,  knowing  that  he  was  to  be  attacked  from 
all  sides,  but  with  a  determined  resolution  to  defend  him- 
self and  his  measures.  This  news  also  came  at  a  very  re- 
markable period,  as  it  was  the  day  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons appointed  for  voting  the  Army.  The  plan  of  this  un- 
fortunate war  must  now  be  entirely  changed,  but  in  what 
shape  I  am  not  sufficiently  master  to  inform  you.  One 
thing,  however,  we  must  raise  a  number  of  New  Eng- 
land Corps  in  the  same  manner  as  was  done  last  war,  and 
whatever  other  measures  are  adopted,  you  shall  hear  from 
me  when  I  know  them.  They  all  know  in  Canada  of  your 
appointment,  and  they  had  some  hopes  of  seeing  you  this 
autumn ;  they  are  in  great  consternation  fearing  another 
attack,  but  I  am  of  opinion  they  are  very  safe,  as  Carlton 
has  near  7,000  troops  under  his  Command,  but  I  am  under 
great  apprehension  that  he  may  take  it  into  his  head  to 
evacuate  Ticonderoga  and  his  outposts,  to  strengthen 
himself  in  the  Provinces  ;  I  hope  to  God  he  will  not  be 
drove  to  take  that  measure.  I  shall  be  happy  to  hear 
from  you  when  you  have  leisure.  Lady  Mills  desires  me 
to  present  her  Compliments,  and, 

"  I  ever  am,  my  dear  General, 
"  Very  faithfully  and  sincerely  yours, 

"Thomas  Mills." 


Copy  of  a  yournal  of  an  office}'-  of  the  315-/  Regiment, 
serving  in  the  Expedition  up  the  North  River, 
October  ()th,  iJJ'j. 

"  Oct.  /^th,  1777.     A  detachment  of  the  17th  Light  Dra- 
goons dismounted.     The  whole  of  the    detached    Corps, 

Y  y 
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the  7th,  52nd,  26th,  57th,  and  63rd  Regiments,  Detachments 
of  the  71st  Regiment  of  Hessians  and  Chasseurs,  with  the 
Corps  of  Loyal  American  Volunteers,  Col.  Robinson's 
Regiment  of  Provincials,  with  Col.  Fanning's  Regiment, 
and  some  Companys  of  Provincials  under  Major  Grant 
and  Holland,  were  put  in  motion  by  Order  of  Sir  Henry 
Clinton. 

"  About  3  o'clock  of  this  day  Genl.  Vaughan  arrived  at 
the  head  of  the  3rd  Column  at  Tarrytown,  distant  30  miles 
from  New  York. 

"  Genl.  Tryon  having  his  division  on  board  transports, 
arrived  early  this  morning ;  at  7  o'clock  P.M.  the  whole 
were  arrived. 

"  Ten  o'clock  at  night  some  Rebels  fired  a  volley  of 
musquetry  at  General  Vaughan's  Quarters.  No  mischief 
done.     Lay  on  our  arms  all  night. 

"  Oct.  ^th. — At  daybreak  embarked  in  flat  boats  under 
the  direction  of  Captain  of  the  Navy,  and  made  our  land- 
ing at  Verplanck  landing.  12  o'clock  at  noon  saw  a  large 
number  of  Rebels  in  arms  on  the  beach,  who  dispersed 
on  our  forming  on  the  Point.  A  countryman  came  into 
the  General  and  told  him  that  Mr.  Putnam  had  come  down 
there  that  morning,  and  took  away  a  12-pounder.  At  4 
o'clock  P.M.  a  foraging  party  of  ours  returned,  and  re- 
ported that  they  had  seen  a  piece  of  ordinance  which  was 
broke  down  about  3  miles  from  our  Post.  General 
Vaughan  immediately  dispatched  a  party  of  men  which 
was  commanded  by  a  Captain.  Lord  Rawdon,  Cathcart 
and  myself  went  with  this  party,  and  found  the  gun  over- 
turned. We  attempted  to  spike  it,  but  its  situation  would 
not  admit  of  it.  The  party  returned,  having  burnt  a  wag- 
gon. The  Genl.  sent  a  stronger  party  out,  which  brought 
it  in  by  daybreak. 
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"  6M  October.  This  morning  at  6  o'clock  the  whole  Army 
crossed  the  River  except  2  Regiments  of  Provincials,  who 
were  left  behind,  under  cover  of  the  men-of-war,  and 
marched  in  3  columns  in  order  to  attack  the  Forts  Clinton 
and  Montgomery,  which  the  Rebels  openly  boasted  were 
impregnable,  and  at  the  same  time  declared  them  to  be 
the  barrier  of  the  Northern  Army.  Notwithstanding  the 
Loyalists,  who  came  into  us  to  serve  as  guides,  agreed  in 
this  opinion,  yet  the  Army  pushed  on  with  the  highest 
spirit,  tho'  obliged  to  surmount  the  greatest  difficulties, 
amongst  which  was  a  hill  of  near  two  miles,  and  part  of  it 
almost  a  perpendicular,  it  is  called  Tunder  Barrue :  added 
to  this  a  scorching  sun,  burning  sand,  extreme  high  rocks, 
and  not  a  drop  of  water  to  be  found. 

"At  2  o'clock  we  halted  about  3  miles  from  our  destina- 
tion. At  length,  after  having  refreshed  the  troops,  the 
order  was  given  to  continue  our  March,  which  was  in  the 
order  following : — 

"  Lieut.-Genl.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  in  chief 

"Major-Genl.  Vaughan  in  the  front  of  the  whole,  who  had 
not  proceeded  above  a  mile  and  a  half  when  an  abattis 
presented  itself  to  us,  lined  with  several  Companies  of 
Rebels,  and  covered  by  the  Cannon  of  Fort  Clinton,  in 
which  were  17  pieces  of  ordnance,  mounted  32  lbs., 
12  lbs.,  &c. 

"  General  Vaughan  immediately  advanced  with  great 
spirit,  and  soon  dispersed  these  Rebels  (tho'  so  advanta- 
geously posted),  with  the  loss  of  his  charger,  which  was 
dashed  to  pieces  by  a  cannon-ball  as  he  was  dismount- 
ing ;  his  servant  also  received  a  contusion. 

"  Lord  Thomas  Clinton  very  narrowly  escaped  by  the 
same  volley  of  Cannon.  We  now  advanced  and  took  the 
abattis  under  the  hotest  cannonade  that  the  oldest  soldier 
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amongst  us  ever  experienced  :  it  must  be  observed  that 
our  firing  now  ceased,  and  that  we  had  not  a  single  car- 
riage gun  with  us.  The  Rebels  continued  their  fire  very 
briskly. 

"  Sir  Henry  Clinton  being  obliged  to  attend  the  signals 
from  the  boats,  the  Column  was  ordered  to  lye  on  their 
Arms  for  some  time  till  His  Excellency  came  up.  Genl. 
Vaughan  at  the  same  time  reconnoitered  the  ground,  and 
on  Sir  Henry's  arrival  signified  his  wishes  to  lead  the 
men  on  to  storm.  Sir  Henry  having  also  viewed  the 
ground,  and  the  Generals  agreeing  that  the  fort  was  not 
to  be  carried  by  any  other  method  but  by  storm,  the  orders 
were  immediately  given  for  the  assault. 

"Genl.  Vaughan  now  advanced  with  the  right  column 
(being  to  be  sustained  by  Genl.  Tryon)  through  the  range 
of  the  whole  Rebels'  fire  of  Grape  and  round  shot,  where 
his  active  and  intrepid  spirit,  and  his  exposing  himself  in 
the  most  dangerous  places,  had  the  desired  effect  on  the 
troops  ;  and  at  length  he  mounted  the  ramparts  at  the  head 
of  his  Column,  without  a  man  of  it  having  fired  a  shot. 

"At  first  the  Rebels  defended  and  disputed  every  part, 
but  their  batteries  being  quickly  silenced  (which  drew  ofif 
the  fire  from  Genl.  Tryon  and  the  reserve),  they  fell  at  our 
feet  and  sued  for  mercy.  Orders  were  immediately  given 
to  accept  their  submission  and  to  take  them  prisoners. 

"  Having  now  got  possession  of  Fort  Clinton,  our  attention 
was  drawn  towards  the  Column  that  was  sent  round  to 
attack  Fort  Montgomery,  under  the  Command  of  Lt.-Col. 
Campbell  of  the  52nd  R,egiment.  We  remained  in  sus- 
pense for  near  an  hour,  which  was  aggravated  by  night 
having  come  on.  At  last,  a  guide  came  into  us  from  Fort 
Montgomery,  with  a  letter  from  Col.  Robinson  of  the  Pro- 
vincials (who  succeeded  to  the  command  by  the  lamented 
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death  of  Col.  Campbell,  killed  early  in  the  attack),  inform- 
ing Sir  Henry  that  he  was  master  of  the  Fort  Montgomery, 
which  he  had  taken  by  storm,  and  made  several  Prisoners. 

"  These  joyful  tidings  and  great  success  could  only  be 
clouded  by  the  loss  we  sustained  of  so  many  brave  officers 
and  soldiers.  The  Generals  themselves  could  not  disguise 
their  feelings,  and  paid  the  just  tribute  to  their  memory. 

"These  two  forts  being  taken,  a  third,  called  Fort  Con- 
stitution, some  miles  up  the  river,  remained.  No  time  was 
lost,  1,200  men  were  embarked,  and  the  command  given 
to  Genl.  Tryon,  notwithstanding  which  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
from  his  great  zeal,  went  on  this  expedition,  attended  by 
Lords  Tho.  Clinton,  Rawdon  and  Cathcart,  and  the  Honble. 
Capt.  Stanley,  who  have  distinguished  themselves  most 
remarkably  during  the  whole  of  this  affair. 

"  On  the  Army's  arrival  at  Fort  Constitution  they  found 
it  evacuated  and  the  stores  burnt.  It  mounted  34  pieces 
of  Cannon  and  was  very  strong  by  nature.  The  following 
is  a  copy  of  the  General's  order  given  out  this  day  by  his 
Excellency  Sir  Henry  Clinton  : — 

"  '  Head  Quarters^  Fort  Montgomery, 

"  *■  ^th  October^  17 77. 
" '  Parole. 
C.S. 
"'Fort  Clinton  is  henceforward  to  be  distinguished  by  the 
name  of  Fort  Vaughan,  in  memory  of  the  intrepidity  and 
noble   perseverence  which   Major-Genl.  Vaughan    shewed 
in  the  assault  of  it. 

'"And  for  the  same  reason  the  two  principal  redoubts  in 
Fort  Montgomery  are  to  be  named  after  Cols.  Campbell 
and  Robinson. 

"  *  The  evening  and  morning  gun  to  be  fired  for  the  future 
from  one  of  these  fortresses. 
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"  *  The  following  is  a  return  of  men-of-war  destroyed  : — 
I  Frigate,  26  guns,  burnt. 
I  do.,  24  do.,       d 

'"120  pieces  of  Cannon  taken  in  these  3  forts,  and  800 
barrels  of  Powder,  with  large  quantities  of  Ordnance  stores, 
Provisions,  Carriages  for  artillery,  &c.,  &c. 

'"We  have  destroyed  a  chain  which  the  Rebels  laid  across 
the  river,  and  which  is  acknowledged  by  them  cost  ;^75,ooo 
Sterling.  We  have  taken  'ij'j  officers  of  different  ranks  and 
300  Prisoners,  and  about  70  left  dead  in  the  works. 

" '  All  the  barracks  on  Peek's  Kill  on  the  North  side  burnt, 
1,500  barrels  of  flour  taken,  &c.,  &c.  The  highest  applause 
is  due  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  for  the  zeal  and  activity  he 
shewed  in  the  plan  and  Execution  of  this  service.' " 


Captain  Geo.  Bowen  to  Lord  George  Gei^maine, 
London. 

"  *  Sphynx^  in  the  River  Delaware, 
' '  October  2  4M,  1777. 
"  My  Lord, — I  was  honor'd  with  your  Lordship's  letter 
dated  last  April,  the  12th  of  this  month,  with  one  enclosed 
to  my  Lord  Howe.  I  have,  and  ever  shall  retain,  the  most 
grateful  sense  of  the  attention  your  Lordship  condescends 
to  honor  me  with,  which  indeed  at  present  is  my  only  con- 
solation. My  long  silence  was  entirely  owing  to  want  of 
materials  that  could  afford  your  Lordship  the  least  infor- 
mation or  entertainment,  and  the  fear  of  being  thought 
importunate  ;  for  shortly  after  my  last  from  Rhode  Island, 
we've  been  detached  from  both  army  and  fleet.  We've 
been  at  Halifax  careening,  and  since  convoying  a  fleet  to 
the  Leeward   Islands,  and  cruizing  till  the  20th  of  July, 
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when  we  arrived  at  York,  where  we  found  a  very  nume- 
rous fleet  upon  the  point  of  sailing  upon  an  Expedition, 
under  the  Command  of  my  Lord  and  Sir  Wm.  Howe  ; 
but  where  destined  was  a  profound  secret.     This   great 
armament  was  supposed  to  be  intended  for  the  Delaware 
(of  which  we  became  a  part),  and  sailed  the  next  day  after 
our  arrival,  when,  after  adverse  winds  and  calms,  we  arrived 
off  Cape  Henlopen  ;  every  person  supposed  our  conjectures 
were  just,  but  to  our  great  astonishment,  after  remaining 
off  that  place  one  night,  we  proceeded  to  the  South,  and 
the  1 6th  August   got  within  the    Capes  of  Virginia,  and 
penetrated  to  the  very  inmost  recesses  of  Chesapeake  Bay, 
to  the  mouth  of  the  River  Elk,  about  300  miles  from  our 
entrance  into  the  bay,  to  the   utter  astonishment  of  the 
Americans,  who  had  never  seen  anything  but  the  sloops,  &c., 
there  before.    Judge,  my  Lord,  of  their  surprise  to  find  such 
a  formidable  fleet,  which,  including  vessels  of  all  species, 
consisted  of  about  300  sail,  and  amongst  these  5  sail  of  the 
hne.     Notwithstanding   the   difficulty   of  navigation,   and 
various  others  the  Admiral  had  to  encounter  with,  he  used 
such  provident  measures  that  they  were  all  obviated,  not 
even  a  single  vessel  was  lost  or  taken ;  I  own  candidly,  I 
had  conceived  the  highest  opinion  of  my  Lord  Howe,  but 
his  abilities  have  exceeded  my  most  sanguine  expectations. 
It  would  require  a  very  able  pen,  and  a  person  who  ex- 
celled  in  the  descriptive,  to  give  your  Lordship  an  idea 
how  very  pleasant   and  fertile   the   country  appeared  on 
both  sides,  on  our  passage  up  the  Chesapeake.     In  short, 
the  inhabitants  appear  to  have  been  satiated  with  happi- 
ness, and  if  ever  a  golden  age  existed,  these  people  seem 
to  have  enjoyed  it  in  the  highest  degree.     And  they  too 
justly  deserve  to  experience   an    iron   one,  as  they  have 
really  been  pampered  with  luxury  and  plenty  (pardon  me, 
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my  Lord,  for  this  digression).  On  the  25th  August  we 
landed  the  Army  with  all  the  apparatus  of  artillery,  &c., 
&c.,  about  10  miles  up  the  river  Elk,  under  the  cover  of  the 
frigates,  armed  vessels,  &c.,  &c.  But  there  was  no  opposi- 
tion, they  marched  almost  immediately  Northwards  to- 
wards the  banks  of  the  Delaware,  across  the  isthmus  that 
joins  the  Eastern  shore  of  Maryland,  to  the  lower  counties 
and  Pennsylvania ;  we  remained  in  this  situation  till  ac- 
counts arrived  of  the  Battle  of  the  Brandy  Wine  near  Wil- 
mington, the  particulars  your  Lordship  must  have  very 
authentic  (ere  you  can  receive  this)  in  the  Commander-in- 
Chief's  letters.  We  then  proceeded  down  the  Chesapeake 
with  the  whole  fleet,  but  unfortunately  had  a  very  long 
passage,  having  experienced  the  periodical  gales  usually 
very  severe  on  this  coast  near  the  autumnal  equinox.  But 
tho'  the  fleet  was  strangely  dispersed,  we  sustained  no  cap- 
tures, and  very  trifling  losses.  We  got  within  the  Capes 
of  the  Delaware,  with  the  whole  fleet,  the  8th  of  this  month. 
As  yet  we  have  no  communication  for  ships  with  Phila- 
delphia, where  Lord  Cornwallis  is  at  present  with  2,000 
men,  but  we  daily  expect  it.  All  their  naval  force  are  as- 
sembled in  a  narrow  passage  between  us  and  Philadelphia 
protected  by  strong  forts,  and  Cheveau  de  Frize  of  a  curi- 
ous construction,  which  our  ships  are  removing,  and  clear- 
ing a  channel  for  the  great  ships  to  go  up,  which,  when 
effected,  will  soon  remove  all  obstacles.  We  are  detached, 
with  other  men-of-war,  some  miles  below  the  '  Admiral,'  to 
protect  the  transports,  &c.,  &c.,  from  fire-vessels,  and  rafts. 

"  I  had  an  opportunity  of  delivering  your  Lordship's  letter 
two  or  three  days  since,  the  result  of  which  I  must  wait 
with  patience,  as  I  find  his  Lordship  makes  no  profession, 
or  lets  any  person  know  what  they  ma     expect. 

"  I  had  an  opportunity  of  offering  myself  as  a  volunteer 
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to  serve  on  an  advanced  post.  Permit  me  to  congratulate 
your  Lordship  on  the  success  of  our  arms  under  Sir  Henry 
Chnton  and  General  Vaughan  near  York,  which  is  just 
transpired  here,  and  thought  a  very  brilliant  service.  Such 
has  been  my  lot,  that  ever  since  the  affair  of  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  I've  never  been  able  to  see  the  General, 
tho*  I've  used  every  effort  in  my  power ;  and  I  was  not 
a  little  mortified  to  find  upon  enquiry  that  he  was  not  on 
this  expedition.  Since  I  begun  this,  I  find  one  of  our  men- 
of-war,  advanced  to  attack  a  strong  fort,  to  favour  the 
attack  of  the  troops,  by  some  untoward  accident,  took  fire 
when  in  action,  and  very  soon  blew  up ;  t'was  the  *  Augusta,' 
but  all  the  people  were  saved  except  about  40  and  the 
2nd  Lieutenant.  This  of  course  will  give  the  Rebels  a  mo- 
mentary exultation ;  but  I  believe  there  is  not  the  least 
doubt  but  we  shall  soon  clear  our  passage  to  Philadelphia. 
A  very  lucky  circumstance  that  my  Lord  Howe  received 
no  injury,  for  he  had  scarce  left  her  when  this  unlucky  ac- 
cident happened.  In  short  his  Lordship  exposes  his  person 
upon  every  occasion,  having  rowed  about  almost  all  the 
whole  day  in  the  line  of  fire,  which  I  humbly  presume  is 
not  necessary,  as  his  personal  courage  and  contempt  for 
danger  has  been  long  established  ;  and  particularly  at  this 
period  his  must  be  a  great  national  loss,  which  would  not 
be  easily  remedied.  Poor  Captain  Reynolds,  who  com- 
manded the  *  Augusta,'  is  quite  inconsolable,  and  feels  more 
than  can  be  described,  for  both  as  a  man  and  an  officer  he 
is  universally  esteemed,  and  glowed  with  zeal  for  the  ser- 
vice. The  '  Merlin'  Sloop  of  War  is  likewise  lost,  our  own 
people  being  obliged  to  set  fire  to  her,  having  got  on  shore 
under  a  strong  fort.  The  attack  by  the  troops  was  at- 
tended with  little  success,  for  having  gained  their  outworks 
they  found  the  parapet  of  the  Fort  above  12  feet  high,  which 
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rendered  all  their  efforts  to  storm  abortive.  The  attack 
was  conducted  by  Count  Dunop  (with  a  detachment  of  my 
Lord  Cornwallis's  forces).  He  shewed  the  greatest  intre- 
pidity in  the  attempt,  but  in  retreating  was  taken  prisoner, 
and  not  wishing  to  survive  the  mortification  of  being  taken 
by  Rebels,  died  the  death  of  a  Roman,  for  he  immediately 
shot  himself  thro'  the  head.  He  was  esteemed  a  very 
accomplished  officer,  whose  loss  will  be  regretted  by  the 
whole  Army.  I  am  sorry  I've  been  obliged  to  dwell  so 
long  on  this  disagreeable  theme,  but  it  was  your  Lordship's 
injunctions  I  should  write  you  all  the  news.  But,  how- 
ever, these  are  but  partial  losses  compared  to  our  great 
successes,  and  to  no  other  person  would  I  attempt  to  com- 
municate information  of  this  nature.  You  find  I've  presumed 
sufficiently  on  your  Lordship's  friendship  to  take  up  so 
much  of  your  attention,  which  I  shall  trespass  on  no  fur- 
ther than  to  assure  your  Lordship  I  shall  ever  retain  the 
most  grateful  sense  of  being,  with  great  respect,  your 
obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

"George  Bowen." 


Description  of  Wotton  House  and  Grounds. 

Wotton  House  is  an  extensive  range  of  buildings  erected 
at  various  times  by  successive  owners  of  the  estate.  Some 
part  of  it  dates  from  the  sixteenth  century,  at  a  time  pre- 
vious to  the  purchase  of  the  estate  by  George  Evelyn, 
Esq.,  of  Long  Ditton,  Surrey,  in  1579.  There  is  an 
alabaster  monument  in  Wotton  Church,  to  George  Evelyn, 
who  was  a  direct  ancestor  of  the  present  representative 
of  the  family.     (See  ante,  page  60.) 

The  house  faces  north  and  south,  and  is  343   feet  in 


APPENDIX.  355 

length.  It  is  situated  in  an  upland  valley,  about  400  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  sea,  on  the  slope  of  Leith  Hill,  the 
summit  of  which  is  almost  600  feet  higher,  and  is  the 
highest  point  in  the  south-east  of  England.  The  approach 
to  the  house  is  on  the  northern  front,  through  a  courtyard, 
which  is  flanked  by  two  wings.  Of  these,  the  east  wing 
was  built  in  1828  by  George  Evelyn,  Esq.,  father  of  the 
present  proprietor.  The  old  wing  was  found  to  be  too 
dilapidated  to  admit  of  repair.  It  was  in  the  Tudor  style, 
and  was  as  old  as  the  reign  of  Elizabeth.  The  west  wing, 
added  by  the  present  proprietor  in  1864,  occupies  the 
site  of  an  old  wing  destroyed  by  fire  about  1790.  It 
comprises  a  library,  66  feet  long  and  28  wide,  constructed 
with  a  vaulted  fire-proof  roof.  This  library  serves  also 
as  a  muniment-room,  and  was  designed  to  supply  the 
place  of  the  old  library,  constructed  in  1817  by  Sir  John 
Evelyn,  Baronet,  grandson  to  the  distinguished  author  of 
"  Sylva."  The  old  library  is  now  the  entrance-hall.  Thus 
it  will  be  seen  that  both  the  east  and  west  wings  are 
modern  ;  and  the  body  of  the  house,  which  extends  be- 
yond the  wings  to  the  banqueting-hall  on  the  east,  and  to 
a  picture-gallery  on  the  west,  is  the  only  old  part  of  the 
building. 

The  old  Elizabethan  moat-encircled  house,  occupied 
by  the  original  purchaser,  George  Evelyn,  seems  to  have 
remained  nearly  untouched  till  the  time  of  his  grandson, 
George  Evelyn,  who  in  1652  determined  to  make  im- 
provements at  Wotton,  and  to  lay  out  the  garden  and 
grounds  in  the  newly-introduced  Italian  or  revived  classic 
style.  George's  two  advisers  in  this  work  were  his  younger 
brother,  the  celebrated  John  Evelyn,  and  his  cousin, 
Captain  George  Evelyn,  "  the  celebrated  traveller."  (See 
ante,  page  2.)     It  is  worthy  of  note  that  Inigo  Jones,  the 
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distinguished  architect  of  the  Italian  style,  died  in  this 
very  year  at  the  age  of  eighty,  June,  1652.  On  March  22, 
1652,  three  months  before  Jones's  death,  John  Evelyn 
records  in  his  diary  that  he  went  to  Wotton  with  his 
brother  George,  to  advise  him  in  respect  to  the  proposed 
alterations  in  the  mansion  and  grounds.  There  are  now 
at  Wotton  some  etchings  by  John  Evelyn,  shewing  the 
house  and  grounds  as  they  were  before  and  after  the 
alterations.  Ten  years  previously,  about  May,  1643,  he 
had,  with  his  brother's  permission,  built  in  the  valley  to 
the  south-east  of  the  house  a  little  "  retiring-place,"  with 
a  triangular  stew,  or  pond,  and  an  artificial  rocky  island 
in  the  pond.  This  "  retiring  place "  is  marked  in  one  of 
the  etchings,  and  it  first  gave  George  Evelyn  the  idea 
of  the  subsequent  alterations  which  were  effected  in  1652 
and  1653.  In  1653,  acting  on  his  brother's  advice,  George 
Evelyn  levelled  a  hill  on  the  south  side  of  the  house,  and 
thus  was  enabled  to  fill  up  the  moat,  and  to  obtain  a  level 
area.  At  the  back  of  this  level  space,  the  hill,  rising 
abruptly  to  the  height  of  about  sixty  feet,  was  formed  into 
terraces,  which  still  remain.  George  Evelyn,  perhaps,  was 
unable  to  convince  his  distinguished  brother  of  the  merits 
of  the  Italian  style,  which  many  persons  nicknamed  "  King 
James's  Gothic,"  considering  it  a  miserable  compromise 
between  the  Classic  ideas  and  the  good  old  English  archi- 
tecture. Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  certain  that  George,  in 
carrying  on  the  alterations  in  1653,  consulted  Captain 
George  Evelyn,  who  seems  to  have  visited  Italy  to  have 
studied  the  new  Italian  style,  and  to  have  quite  renounced 
the  worship  of  the  five  Classical  Orders  and  of  old  Gothic, 
and  who  had  been  lately  employed  to  lay  out  the  mansion 
and  grounds  of  Albury  Park,  about  five  miles  distant,  now 
the  Surrey  residence  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Northum- 
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berland.  The  work  at  Wotton  went  on  vigorously.  At 
a  distance  of  about  one  hundred  and  ninety  feet  from  the 
mansion  a  Doric  portico  was  built  in  front  of  the  hill,  after 
a  design  by  Captain  George  Evelyn.  In  the  central  niche 
of  the  portico  was  placed  a  stone  statue  of  Venus  holding 
a  dolphin,  out  of  whose  mouth  the  water  ran  into  a  sculp- 
tured stone  bason  underneath.  On  the  sides  of  the  portico 
were  two  smaller  niches,  containing  boys'  heads  in  marble 
throwing  up  water,  which  fell  into  two  stone  basons.  On 
the  ceiling  were  painted  the  four  elements,  with  a  flora  in 
the  middle,  and  the  arms  of  the  family.  The  floor  was 
paved  with  marble.  The  portico  still  exists  in  good  pre- 
servation, though  the  paintings  on  the  ceiling  have  disap- 
peared, and  the  stone  mouldings  and  sculptures  are  water- 
worn  where  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  jets.  Venus  with 
the  dolphin,  and  the  boys'  heads  in  marble,  remain.  The 
garden  was  most  elaborately  planned  in  parterres,  ter- 
races and  walks  leading  up  to  the  portico,  in  front  of 
which,  on  the  levelled  area,  was  a  fountain,  or  jet,  throwing 
water  to  a  height  of  almost  thirteen  feet.  This  fountain 
still  exists,  but  the  glories  of  the  Italian  garden  are  no 
more.  In  the  same  year,  1653,  George  Evelyn  built  the 
banqueting-hall,  a  fine  room  in  the  Italian  style,  about 
38  feet  long,  20  feet  wide,  and  20  feet  high.  The  ceiling 
is  in  the  Italian  style,  divided  into  compartments  by 
guilloche  ornaments.  The  cornice  is  42  inches  in  girth, 
and  is  composed  of  dentils,  mouldings,  and  enrichments 
of  the  same  style.  The  mouldings  in  the  doors  and 
joiner's  work  are  in  egg-and-anchor,  or  egg- and-tongue 
pattern,  and  are  well  executed  specimens  of  this  work. 
This  banqueting-hall  being  destitute  of  a  fire-place  un- 
connected with  the  house,  paved  with  stone,  and  having 
no  access  except  through  the  garden,  was  for  many  years 
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used  as  a  conservatory.  In  1864,  the  present  proprietor 
connected  it  with  the  house  by  means  of  a  corridor,  and 
added  a  fire-place.  In  1877,  an  exterior  verandah  was 
added,  and  a  suite  of  apartments  built  above  it. 

From  the  above  description,  it  will  be  seen  that  Wotton 
House  is  noteworthy,  not  from  its  architecture  but  from 
the  associations  connected  with  it.  Many  interesting  relics 
are  preserved  in  the  house,  some  rare  old  china,  and  many 
family  portraits.  In  the  west  wing,  built  in  1864,  John 
Evelyn's  library  is  kept  intact,  with  a  few  choice  pieces 
of  his  furniture.  Here  is  also  preserved  the  large  Bible 
the  author  of  "Sylva"  intended  as  a  bequest  to  his  dear 
friend,  Mrs.  Godolphin,  if  she  survived  him.  A  memoir  of 
this  lady,  written  by  John  Evelyn  soon  after  her  prema- 
ture death,  was  published  in  1847. 

There  are  three  portraits  in  oil  of  John  Evelyn,  one  at 
the  age  of  twenty,  by  Vanderborcht,  described  by  Aubrey 
in  his  "History  of  Surrey,"  as  having  been  "brought  out 
of  Germany  at  the  same  time  with  Wenceslaus  Hollar,  the 
Graver,  by  the  Earl  of  Arundel  ;"  another  at  the  age  of 
twenty-seven,  with  his  hand  on  a  skull,  by  Walker ;  and 
the  third,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight,  holding  his  book  on 
forest-trees  in  his  hand,  by  Sir  Godfrey  Kneller.  Besides 
these  three  portraits,  there  are  three  miniatures,  two  in 
crayon,  taken  at  Paris  in  1650.  One  by  Nanteuil,  in  good 
preservation  ;  the  other  (in  armour)  by  an  unknown  artist, 
much  faded  :  the  third  miniature,  representing  John  Evelyn 
kneeling  at  an  altar,  forms  the  frontispiece  to  an  illustrated 
book  of  devotions,  about  the  same  date,  1650.  In  one  of 
the  etchings  of  Wotton  by  John  Evelyn,  he  writes  beneath 
a  certain  window,  "  the  room  where  I  was  born."  This 
room  has  a  sunny  aspect,  facing  the  garden  or  southern 
side  of  the  house.     Along  the  valley,  to  the  south-east  of 
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the  house,  runs  a  stream  rising  in  Leith  Hill,  about  a  mile 
from  the  house.  This  stream  is  divided  into  small  ponds, 
or  stews,  falling  into  one  another  in  a  series  of  cascades. 
A  canal,  from  the  stream  skirting  the  terraced  mount, 
supplies  the  fountain  and  the  water-works  in  the  portico 
with  a  perennial  flow  of  water.  On  the  west  of  the  house 
was  formerly  a  fish-pond.  On  the  wooded  hill  above  the 
canal,  there  is  a  long  avenue  of  old  beech-trees,  quite 
carpeted  underneath  with  thick  moss,  with  a  summer- 
house  at  the  lower  end,  overlooking  the  meadow. 

The  above  account  of  Wotton  House  and  grounds  is 
derived  partly  from  Evelyn's  Memoirs,  partly  from  Au- 
brey's "  History  of  Surrey,"  published  in  1692  (see  espe- 
cially the  edition  of  171 8),  and  from  information  furnished 
by  Mr.  Evelyn,  the  present  proprietor  of  Wotton,  and 
head  of  the  Evelyn  family. 


Robert  Evelin. 

In  the  memoir  of  Robert  Evelin  (page  51),  we  find  that 
Young  and  Evelin  arrived  in  Virginia  July  3,  1634,  and 
were  in  haste  to  depart  for  Delaware  river,  which  they 
named  the  "  Charles,"  in  honour  of  the  King.  "  They  en- 
tered Delaware  Bay  on  the  25th  of  July,  1634,  and  on  the 
29th  August  had  reached  the  Falls  of  the  Delaware  river." 
On  the  1st  of  September,  Lieut.  Robert  Evelin  was  sent 
in  the  shallop  up  to  the  rocks,  both  to  sound  the  water 
as  he  went,  and  likewise  to  try  whether  the  boats  would 
pass  the  rocks  or  no.  Meeting  a  trading  vessel  there  from 
Manhattan,  Young  ordered  Evelin  to  see  the  Hollanders 
outside  of  Delaware  Bay,  then  to  go  and  discover  along 
the  Atlantic  coast.     He  went  as  far  as   Hudson's  River, 
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and  then  returned  to  Young  on  the  Delaware.  Captain 
Young  writes  :  "  As  soon  as  he  was  returned,  I  sent  him 
presently  once  more  up  to  the  falls,  to  try  whether  he 
could  pass  those  rockes  at  a  spring-tide,  which  before  he 
could  not  do  at  a  neap-tide,  but  it  was  then  also  impossi- 
ble with  any  great  boats,  wherefore  he  returned  back  to 
me  agayne  ?."  The  main  object  of  Captain  Young  was 
to  find  a  great  lake,  which  was  said  to  be  the  source  of 
the  Delaware  river ;  in  fact,  a  Mediterranean  Sea,  which 
the  Indians  reported  to  be  four  days'  journey  beyond  the 
mountains  ^ 

The  site  of  Fort  Eriwonack,  where  Captain  Young  and 
Robert  Evelin  traded  with  the  Indians,  and  worked  an 
unprofitable  gold  mine,  has  been  identified,  as  "where  the 
Pensauken  Creek  falls  into  the  Delaware,  it  being  one  of 
the  centres  from  which  a  colony  was  to  radiate,  and  fill  the 
territory  that  now  constitutes  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey 
with  an  industrious  and  happy  people '."  .  .  .  Robert  Evelin 
returned  to  England  in  1641  ;  but  we  find  him  again  in 
Virginia,  June  23,  1642,  when  he  was  commissioned  by  the 
authorities  of  Maryland  "  to  take  charge  and  command  of 
all,  or  any  of  the  English,  in  or  near  about  Piscataway, 
and  levy,  train,  and  master  them  K"  Governour  Winthrop, 
in  his  Journal,  writes  :  "  Here  (Boston)  arrived  one,  Sir 
Edmund  Plowden,  who  had  been  in  Virginia  about  seven 
years.  He  came  first  with  a  patent  of  a  County  Palatine 
for  Delaware  Bay  ;  but,  wanting  a  pilot  for  that  place, 
he  went  to  Virginia,  and  there,  having  lost  the  estate  he 

«^  Collections  of  Massachusetts'  Historical  Society,  Fourth  Series, 
vol.  ix.  page  81. 

^  Rev.  Edward  D.  Neill,  No.  2,  vol.  v.,  Pennsylvania  Magazine  of 
History. 

'  First  Settlers  in  Newton  Township,  N.J.,  by  John  Clement,  1877. 

•'  Maryland  MSS.  at  Annapolis. 
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brought  over,  and  all  his  people  scattered  from  him,  he 
came  hither  to  return  to  England  for  supply,  intending 
to  return  and  plant  Delaware,  if  he  could  get  sufficient 
strength  to  dispossess  the  Swedes."  On  Tuesday,  June  11 
1650,  a  pass  was  granted  for  about  "seven  score  persons, 
men,  women,  and  children,  to  go  to  New  Albion,"  but 
there  is  no  evidence  that  the  party  ever  sailed  V  "  As  late 
as  in  1784,  a  person  named  Charles  Varlo  came  to  Phila- 
delphia, claiming  to  have  an  interest  in  the  Palatinate,  and 
enlisted  that  able  jurist,  William  Rawle,  in  his  behalf, 
making  some  stir  among  the  holders  of  the  land  once 
claimed  by  Plowden,  by  reason  thereof.  One  faithful  and 
industrious  antiquarian  of  that  day,  John  Pennington,  of 
the  city  just  named,  made  this  matter  a  specialty,  bring- 
ing his  knowledge  and  experience  to  the  purpose,  to  ac- 
complish what  so  many  others  had  failed  in  ;  but  at  last, 
despairing  of  success,  he  pronounced  the  whole  matter 
a  fabrication,  and  Sir  Edmund  Plowden  an  imaginary 
being  °\"  ...  A  writer  (signing  himself  "  Albion")  in  Vol.  iv. 
first  series,  of  London  "  Notes  and  Queries,"  gives  an  ab- 
stract of  the  copy  of  the  Letters  Patent  granted  to  Plowden, 
preserved  in  Dublin,  and  furnishes  besides  much  addi- 
tional information  about  the  Palatine  and  his  family,  but 
being  solicited  by  the  late  Sebastian  F,  Streeter  (then 
Secretary  to  the  Maryland  Historical  Society),  through 
the  same  medium,  to  answer  the  pertinent  query,  "  Did 
the  Charter  for  New  Albion  ever  pass  the  Great  Seal?" 
he  failed  to  evoke  any  reply  thereto.  In  the  Bodleian 
Library  at  Oxford,  there  is  a  MS.  copy  in  Latin  of  the 
Letters  Patent  granted  to  Sir  Edmund  Plowden  in  Dublin, 
which  it  would  appear  he  had  caused  to  be  made  for  the 

'  Collections  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  1869,  p.  222. 

°  First  Settlers  in  Newton  Township,  N.J.,  by  John  Clement,  1877. 

3  A 
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purpose  of  putting  it  in  the  hands  of  "  Edward  Bysshe, 
Garter  Principall  Kinge  of  Arms  of  Enghshmen,"  in  order 
to  have  it  submitted  by  him  to  the  best  legal  talent  in 
England,  to  get  an  opinion  as  to  its  validity,  both  as 
regarded  his  right  to  bear  the  title  of  Earl  Palatine  in 
New  Albion  and  elsewhere,  but  also  as  to  the  legal  com- 
pleteness of  the  Charter  or  Letters  Patent  itself  Edward 
Bysshe  accordingly  obtained  written  opinions,  duly  signed 
and  attested,  from  Henry  Clarke  and  Arthur  Turner, 
Serjeants -at -Law,  and  Arthur  Ducke,  Thomas  Ryves, 
Robert  Mason,  William  Merwicke,  or  Merricke,  Giles 
Sweit,  Robert  Kinge  and  William  Turner,  Doctors  of 
Laws,  and  himself  (Bysshe)  summing  up  and  fully  en- 
dorsing their  legal  opinions.  Two  of  the  above  names 
only  can  now  be  recognized  as  very  able  and  learned 
lawyers  in  their  day,  Arthur  Ducke,  and  Sir  Thomas 
Ryves,  or  Rives,  Knight.  Arthur  Ducke  who  was  born  in 
1580,  and  died  in  1649,  was  an  eminent  civilian.  Chan- 
cellor of  London,  and  Master  of  the  Requests,  and  wrote 
several  valuable  law  books.  Sir  Thomas  Ryves  died  in 
165 1.  He  was  Master  in  Chancery,  and  Judge  of  the 
Faculties  and  Prerogative  Court,  Ireland.  Anthony  a 
Wood  says  (Athen.  Oxon.),  "On  the  accession  of  Charles  L 
he  was  made  his  advocate,  and  by  him  knighted.  He 
understood  the  common  law  so  well,  that  he  was  as  fit  to 
plead  in  Westminster  Hall  as  in  his  proper  Courts,  and 
therefore  his  and  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Arthur  Ducke, 
were  required  by  his  Majesty  at  the  treaty  for  peace  in 
the  Isle  of  Wight."  Fuller,  in  his  "Worthies,"  says  of 
Dr.  Ryves,  "he  was  a  man  of  valour,  as  well  as  of  much 
learning." 

William  Merricke  and  Giles  Sweit  (December  4th,  1648,) 
duly   place   upon   record    that   "  they   have    perused   the 
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originall  Letters  Patents,  wider  the  Great  Seal  of  Ireland, 
wherein  Sir  Edmund  Plowden  is  created  Count  Palatine  of 
New  Albion;"  and  giving  it  as  their  opinion,  "that  he 
is  also  to  be  a  Peere  of  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  to 
have  precedence,  as  other  Peers  of  that  Kingdom  ought 
to  have." 

Robert  King,  Robert  Mason,  and  William  Turner  like- 
wise put  it  on  record  (December  6th,  1648,)  that  "they 
have  perused  the  Letters  Patent  of  Nova  Albion,  whereby 
Sir  Edmund  Ployden,  Knight,  is  created  an  Earl  Palati- 
nate of  the  Province  of  New  Albion,  which,  by  King 
Charles  as  King  of  Ireland,  and  2indcr  the  Great  Seal  of 
that  Kingdom,  is  annexed  to  the  Crowne  of  Ireland,  and 
decreed  and  ordayned  to  depend  solely  on  His  majesty  as 
King  of  Ireland,  and  to  be  held  of  his  Crowne  of  Ireland  in 
capite,  and  to  be  of  the  allegiance  of  Ireland,  and  all  that 
shall  be  there  borne  to  be  free  denizens  of  Ireland,  uppon 
consideration  of  the  premises  wee  conceive  Sir  Edmund 
Ployden  hath  instant  claime  and  title  to  the  dignitie  and 
priviledge  of  an  Earle  and  Peer  of  Ireland,  and  that  hee 
and  his  wife  and  children  ought  to  have  such  titles  and 
preceedency  within  this  Kingdom  of  England  and  else- 
where, as  other  Irish  Earles  have  and  enjoy." 

"Upon  consideration  of  the  words  and  sense  of  the  Patent 
for  Newe  Albion,  granted  to  Sir  Edmund  Plowden,  Knight, 
I  am  of  opinion,  first,  that  thereby  the  said  New  Albion 
is  by  His  Majesty  erected  into  a  Province  and  Countie 
Palatine,  or  Palatinate,  and  the  said  Sir  Edmund  Ployden, 
rightlie,  legalie,  and  fullie  created,  and  made  a  Count,  or 
Earl  Palatine,  with  all  titles  of  honour  and  dignities  be- 
longing thereto,  as  fullie  and  amplie  as  any  other  Earle 
in  Ireland  or  England  hath  and  enjoyeth  his,  and  that  his 
wife  and  children  ought  thereby  also  to  have  and  enjoye 
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their  Honor,  place,  and  precedence,  by  vertue  of  sure  grant 

to  him  made,  and  according  to  the  Lawe  of  Nations,  in 

case  used,  and  in  all  places  where  they  come. 

"Thomas  Rives. 
^^ November  i^th,  1648." 

"  The  creation  of  Sir  Edmund  Plowden,  Count  Palatine 
of  Nova  Albion,  in  his  Patent  (which  I  have  scene),  with 
Titles,  Additions,  dignities  and  priviledges  thereof,  I  take 
not  to  be  so  local  as  to  be  included  in  Nova  Albion  as  his 
Jurisdiction  and  power  of  government  is,  which  is  onely  to 
bee  exercised  within  that  territory,  for  that  by  generall 
Law  and  custome  of  Nations,  titles  of  honor  and  prece- 
dence are  given  to  persons  of  honor  out  of  their  territory, 
for  soe  wee  see  precedency  and  their  due  honor  given  to 
all  persons  who  have  severall  dignitys,  whither  Regall, 
Ducall,  or  of  inferior  Nobility,  though  they  be  out  of  their 
dominions,  territories,  or  jurisdictions  ;  and  therefore  I  am 
of  opinion  that  Sir  Edmund  Plowden  and  his  heirs  are  to 
have  the  precedence  and  place  of  any  Earl  Palatine  in  all 

places  out  of  his  territories. 

"Arthur  Ducke. 

*^  Novejiiber  16th,  164S." 

Arthur  Turner,  "Servicus  ad  Legem"  (December  7, 
1648),  over  his  signature,  says  that  "I  have  perused  the 
Patent  of  New  Albion,  where  I  find  Sir  Edmund  Plowden, 
Knight,  is  sufficiently  created  an  Earle  Palatine  of  the 
Province  of  New  Albion,  which  Province  by  the  Kinge,  as 
Kinge  of  Ireland,  and  under  the  Great  Scale  of  Ireland^  is 
annexed  to  the  Crowne  of  Ireland,  &c.,  &c."  ..."  I  do  con- 
ceive that  the  King  of  England  is  Monarcha  et  Solus  Im- 
perator  in  regno  suo,  and  hath  power  to  constitute  and 
create  a  Count  Palatinate  within  any  of  his  Dominions, 
and  upon  perusall  of  the  Letters  Patents  granted  to  Sir 
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Edmund  Ployden,  I  doe  conceive  that  hee  is  well  created 
Count  Palatine  of  New  Albion,  and  ought  to  have  all  the 
rights  of  honours  and  power  granted  unto  him  by  his 
Majesty's  said  Patents." 

"  I  have  perused  the  originall  Letters  Pattents,  and  am 

of  the  same  opinion  as  the  above. 

"Henry  Clerke, 

^^  December  1,  1648.  ^^  Servicus  ad  Legem. 

"  Concordat  cum  Originali  facta  examinatione  per 

Edward  Hargate,  Windsor. 

J.  Watson,  RegV 

Margate  was  "Windsor"  Herald  in  the  College  of  Arms, 
and  J.  Watson  was  the  Registrar. 

"Whereas  his  Majestic,  our  Soveraigne  Lord  Charles, 
by  the  grace  of  God,  Kinge  of  England,  Scotland,  Ffrance, 
and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  by  his  gracious 
Letters  Patents,  under  the  Great  Scale  of  Ireland,  bearinge 
date  att  Dublyn  the  one  and  twentieth  day  of  June,  in  the 
10*^  yeare  of  his  Majesty's  Raigne,  and  by  vertue  of  his 
Majesty's  privie  signet  therein  mentioned,  hath  granted 
unto  Sir  Edmund  Plowden,  Knight,  all  that  Country  and 
Province  off  Newe  Albion,  and  the  tytle  of  Count  Palatine 
of  the  same,  together  with  severall  priviledges  and  large 
immunities,  as  by  the  said  Letters  Patents  att  large  ap- 
peareth ;  and  whereas  Henry  Clerk  and  Arthur  Turner, 
Serjants  att  lawe,  Arthur  Ducke,  Thomas  Ryves,  Robert 
Mason,  William  Merricke,  Giles  Sweit,  Robert  Kinge,  and 
William  Turner,  Doctors  off  Lawes,  have  given  their  opi- 
nion in  manner  above  written,  touchinge  the  tytles,  honors, 
and  precedence  which  the  sayd  Sir  Edmund  Plowden  may 
clayme  by  vertue  of  the  sayd  Letters  Patents,  and  a  Peere 
of  the  Kingdome  of  Ireland  whereon  the  province  of  Newe 
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Albion  dependeth,  which  sayd  Letters  Patents,  together  with 
the  severall  opinions  of  the  sayd  learned  men,  are  truely 
recorded  in  the  office  of  armes,  there  to  remayne  in  per- 
petuall  memorie.  Therefore  I,  Edward  Bysshe,  Esquire, 
Garter  Principall  Kinge  off  Armes  off  Englishmen,  att  the 
request  off  the  sayd  Sir  Edmund  Plowden,  have  caused 
the  opinion  off  the  sayd  learned  men  to  be  truely  exempli- 
fyed  in  manner  and  forme  above  written,  and  in  testimonie 
off  the  concordance  off  the  same  with  the  originall,  I  have 
subscribed  my  name,  and  caused  the  seale  off  mine  Office 
to  be  hereunto  affixed,  the  three  and  twentieth  day  of 
Januarie,  anno  domini  1648-9. 

"  Edward  Bysshe,  Garter  principall  King 
off  Armes  off  Enelishmen." 


Edward  B3^sshe  was  the  son  of  Edward  Bysshe,  of 
Burstow,  Surrey,  Esq.,  Serjeant-at-Law,  who  died  in  1655. 
He  was  knighted  20  April,  1661,  and  married,  first, 
daughter  of  — .Green,  Serjeant-at-Law;  and  secondly, 
Mary,  daughter  of  Sir  Charles  Montague,  brother  of  the 
Earl  of  Manchester.  He  was  a  member  for  Bletchingly  in 
1661,  and  died  December,  1679.  According  to  Berry 
(Sussex  County  Genealogies)  he  was  Garter  King  of  Arms. 
He  made  visitations  as  Herald  for  Surrey  in  1662,  Middle- 
sex in  1663,  Berkshire  in  1664,  and  Kent  in  1665.  He 
was  also  Clarenceux. 

Sir  Edmund  was  the  second  son  of  Francis  Plowden,  of 
Plowden,  Salop,  and  Shiplake,  Berks.,  who  held  his  lands  by 
a  Saxon  charter  granted  to  his  ancestors.  Sir  Edmund  died 
in  1659.  In  1632,  he  made  petition  to  Charles  L,  through 
Lord  Strafford,  for  the  colonizing  of  New  Albion.  Accord- 
ingly, the  King's  warrant  was  given  at  Oatlands,  24  July, 
1632,  under  the  Great   Seal  of  Ireland,  signed   by  John 
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Coke.  In  Dublin,  the  colonizing  parties  were  Viscount 
Musherry,  100  planters;  Lord  Monson,  100  planters;  Sir 
Thomas  Danby,  100  planters;  Capt.  Clayborne  (of  Ameri- 
can notoriety),  50  ;  Captain  Balls,  &c.  ;  and  amounting  in 
all  to  540  colonisers ;  besides  others  in  Maryland,  Virginia, 
and  New  England.  The  parties  who  joined  in  the  petition 
were  Sir  John  Lawrence,  Knight  and  Baronet,  who  died  in 
America;  Sir  Bowyer Worstley,  Knight,  and  Charles  Bar- 
rett, Esquire,  both  died  there  in  1634;  George  Noble,  gen- 
tleman ;  Thomas  Ribread  ;  Roger  Packe  ;  William  Liwood, 
and  John  Trustier.  Having  completed  the  conditions,  he 
was  granted  a  Charter  bearing  date,  Oatlands,  21  June, 
1634,  and  enrolled  in  Dublin  in  17  pages  folio,  and  con- 
firmed, 24  July,  1634,  in  the  eighth  year  of  the  reign  of 
Charles  L  "  Under  this  Charter  a  lease  (enrolled  in 
Dublin)  was  granted  by  Lord  Plowden  in  1634  to  Sir 
Thomas  Danby  for  10,000  acres,  and  a  release,  dated 
20  December,  1634,  sealed  and  signed  at  St.  Mary's,  Mary- 
land, and  witnessed  by  Vail  Havord  and  Richard  Benham, 
by  R.  Packe  for  200  acres;  T.  Ribread,  100;  W.  Inwood, 
100;  and  John  Trustier,  100;  segregating  500  acres  in 
trust  for  the  Earl  of  Albion,  when  they  delivered  up  their 
claims  or  tracts  in  consideration  for  this  grant  of  land,  and 
confirmed  unto  Lord  Francis  Plowden,  son  and  heir  of  Sir 
Edmund  Plowden,  Earl  Palatine,  and  George  and  Thomas 
Plowden,  two  of  the  sons  of  the  said  Sir  Edmund,  Earl 
Palatine."  He  disinherited  his  son  Francis,  who  had  re- 
turned to  England  with  Lady  Plowden,  and  who  had 
abused  his  confidence  to  such  a  degree  that  he  had  to 
return  also,  and  was  involved  in  a  law-suit  to  recover  cer- 
tain estates  sold  by  his  son,  which  cost  him  ^15,000  before 
he  was  clear.  By  his  will,  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of 
Canterbury,  London,  Sir  William  Mason  was  in  trust  for 
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Sir  Edmund's  second  son  and  heir,  Thomas  Plowden,  and 
also  for  the  New  Albion  colony.  George  Plowden  either 
died  or  was  killed  in  the  massacres  by  the  Indians,  as  was 
also  Francis,  third  son  of  Thomas,  along  with  his  wife  and 
family,  as  alluded  to  in  his  father's  will,  dated  1698.  These 
attacks  on  the  infant  colony  were  instigated  by  the  Dutch 
and  Swedes  of  the  New  Netherlands,  as  they  called  New 
Albion,  and  who  did  all  they  could  to  obstruct  and  thwart 
the  Earl  Palatine's  plans,  as  is  alluded  to  in  "  The  Theatre 
of  the  Empire  of  Great  Britain,"  Speed  and  Bassett,  1676, 
dedicated  to  James  I.,  and  recommended  as  a  most  au- 
thentic work  by  Sir  Richard  St.  George,  Norrey  King  of 
Arms.  Charles  the  Second  most  tyrannically,  privately, 
Avithout  sanction  from  Parliament,  and  without  even  allud- 
ing to  his  father's  charter  to  Sir  Edmund  Plowden,  gave 
a  charter  of  the  Province  to  his  brother  James  ;  at  the 
same  time  creating  him  Duke  of  York.  Before  James 
was  duly  with  the  powers  of  the  Governor,  he  sold  a  large 
portion  of  it  to  Lord  Berkely  for  ^^65,000.  For  years 
afterwards  the  Duke  of  York's  title  was  disputed,  and 
many  disturbances  arose,  and  Chancery  suits,  as  entered 
in  the  American  Chancery  suits  of  that  period.  Lord 
Sutherland,  as  the  Colonial  officer,  disputed  the  validity 
of  the  Duke's  claim.  A  greater  act  of  injustice  could 
hardly  be  perpetrated  than  this  virtual  abrogation  of  the 
original  charter,  after  so  many  years  of  labour  had  been 
expended,  charges  incurred,  loss  of  estates  and  relations, 
and  the  other  evils  attending  planting  this  colony,  which 
absence  from  England  gave  rise  to.  Sir  Edmund  Plowden 
was  not  inferior  to  any  of  his  co-governors  in  ability, 
fortune,  position,  or  family.  Though  he  made  a  greater 
sacrifice  than  any,  he  never  received  the  slightest  com- 
pensation, like  the  other  colonisers.     We  conclude  that 
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family  dissensions  connected  with  the  disinheritance  of 
Francis  Plowden,  must  have  tended  to  facilitate  Charles 
the  Second's  illegal  conduct ;  for  in  Thomas  Plowden's 
will,  1698,  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury,  he 
alludes  to  his  son-in-law,  Walter  Hall,  illegally  and  for- 
cibly retaining  papers  connected  with  the  estates,  Province 
of  New  Albion  Charter,  the  Patent  for  the  Peerage  of 
Ireland,  &c.  The  first  cousin  of  the  disinherited  son  was 
a  Colonel  Plowden  of  the  Life  Guards,  who  followed  James 
the  Second's  fortunes,  and  accompanied  him  on  his  leaving 
England,  and  died  as  his  Chamberlain  at  St.  Germain's, 
in  France.  These  documents  may  have  come  into  his 
hands,  and  have  been  lost  in  France.  It  is  quite  clear 
that  the  only  estate  which  came  to  Thomas's  eldest  son, 
James  of  Evvhurst,  was  Lassam  in  Southampton,  and  his 
son  James  also  held  it.  He  was  married  to  Sarah  Chiche- 
ley,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Chicheley,  son  of  Sir  Henry, 
formerly  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  lineal  descendant  of 
Thomas,  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  and  brother  of  Arch- 
bishop Chicheley,  founder  of  All  Souls,  Oxford.  This 
family  is  now  extinct  in  the  male,  but  still  exists  in  the 
female  line  in  the  Plowden  family,  which  is  the  nearest 
of  kin  of  any  family,  and  consequently  has  a  stronger 
claim  to  the  Fellowships  of  that  College  as  founder's  kin. 

There  can  be  no  question  that  the  family  have  a  legal 
claim  against  the  Government  for  the  unjust  alienation  of 
that  province  to  James  the  Second,  but  the  loss  of  the 
Charter,  and  the  ignorance  of  the  family  that  it  was  en- 
rolled in  Ireland  (now  found),  prevented  the  heir  and 
representative  of  Sir  Edmund  from  claiming  compensa- 
tion. Nothing  but  an  Act  of  Parliament  can  nullify  the 
sacred  rights  of  a  Charter  ;  if  it  were  not  so,  no  public  or 
private  right  would  be  safe  a  day.     As  to  his  peerage,  it 
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was  litigated  at  the  time,  and  decided  in  his  favour ;  but 
the  Commonwealth  did  not  favour  the  restoration  of  titles 
granted  by  Charles  the  First,  and  on  the  Restoration  Sir 
Edmund's  papers  were  lost  to  those  to  whom  they  would 
have  been  useful. 

There  were  two  seals  attached  to  Sir  Edmund  Plowden's 
will,  his  private  seal  of  the  Plowden's,  and  his  Earl's,  with 
supporters,  signed  "  Albion,"  the  same  as  is  given  in  Beau- 
champ  Plantagenet's  "  New  Albion,  1648  "  (King's  Library, 
British  Museum). 

The  above  account  of  Sir  Edmund  Plowden  is  taken 
from  the  communication  of  "  Albion "  in  "  Notes  and 
Queries,"  vol.  iv.  1st.  series  (185 1). 

Robert  Evelyn  (the  elder),  who  went  to  Virginia  be- 
fore the  year  1610,  held  stock  for  £\j  in  the  "  Companie 
of  the  Adventurers  and  Planters  of  the  first  Colony  of 
Virginia."  Of  his  three  sons,  it  may  be  remembered  that 
George  went  to  Maryland,  and  Robert,  his  second,  to 
Virginia,  with  Thomas  Yong.  During  Bacon's  rebellion 
in  1675  and  1676,  we  find  that,  "On  the  ist  day  of  August 
(1676),  Mr.  Bacon  (Nathaniel,  Junior),  confederating  with 
Mr.  Bland,  a  great  tormentor  of,  and  a  very  busy  p'son  in 
these  troubles,  dispatched  att  least  300  men,  under  the 
comand  of  Bland,  and  one  Carner,  to  take  the  shipps 
in  James'  River,  viz.,  the  *  Hanna  and  Dorothy,'  John 
Moore,  Commander ;  and  the  '  Rebecca,'  Capt.  Larrimore, 
Commander,  which  shipps,  after  some  resistance,  were 
taken,  and  Capt.  Larrimore  imprisoned  for  fyering  ag^ 
them.  On  board  which  shipps  they  have  taken  severall 
great  Guns  from  the  Fort  att  James  Toune,  and  were  fitted 
to  take  the  Shipp  'Rebecca,'  Christopher  Eveling,- Com- 
mander, not  onely  to  prevent  all  intelligence  for  England, 
and  for  tlvat  Capt.  Eveling  did  tell  Mr.  Bacon  to  his  face 
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he  was  a  Rebell,  and  named  him  Oliver  Bacon,  as  alsoe  for 
that  itt  was  imagined  the  Gen'  and  some  of  the  above 
Gentlemen  (of  the  Councill)  were  aboard  y*  shipp,  Capt. 
Eveling  having  refused  to  p'mitt  severall  of  Mr.  Bacon's 
souldiers  to  come  armed  on  board,  who  were  sent  with  his 
warrant  to  search  that  Ship,  all  which  was  crime  enough 
in  his  opinion  to  make  a  prize  to  hira,  if  she  had  not 
timely  escaped  by  some  private  information  which  was 
given  to  Capt.  Eveling  ^." 

This  Capt.  Christopher  Eveling  was  no  doubt  the  son 
of  Robert  Evelyn  (the  younger).  From  Virginia,  Capt. 
Thomas  Yong  wrote  three  letters  to  England,  which  are 
preserved  in  the  State  Paper  Office,  London,  The  first 
was  addressed  to  Sir  Tobias  Matthew,  13  July,  1634  ;  the 
second,  20  October,  1634  ;  and  the  third,  "A  briefe  relation 
of  a  voyage  lately  made  by  me,  Captayne  Thomas  Yong, 
since  my  departure  from  Virginia  upon  a  discovery,  which 
I  humbly  present  to  the  Right  Hont"'^  Sir  Francis  Winde- 
banke,  Knight,  Principall  Secretary  to  his  Majesty  °." 

"  Massachusetts'  Historical  Collections,  vol.  ix.  Fourth  series,  p.  174. 
"  Ibid. 
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Abbot,  John,  arrested  for  debt,  31, 

38. 

Abercrombie,Capt.  52nd  Regt., killed, 
169,  172. 

Col.  22nd  Regt.,  killed,  169. 

• Lt.-Gen.  Jas.,  259. 

Abergenny,  Baroness  of,  88. 

Accomack,  74. 

Adair,  Mr.,  171. 

Adair  and  Bullock,  Capt.  \V.  G.  Eve- 
lyn's agents,  19S. 

Adams,  — .,  196. 

family  of,  152,  1 53  tt. 

John,  a/ias  "Novanglus,"  I54«. 

Samuel,  influence  of,  124,  152, 

153- 

Addison,  Capt.  52nd  Regt.,  killed, 
170. 

Agnew,  Gen.,  266;  killed,  245. 

Ainsford,  loi. 

"Albion,"  an  anonymous  writer  in 
London  "Notes  and  Queries,"  361, 
370. 

"Albion  Knights  of  the  Conversion," 
Order  of,  53. 

Albion,  New,  Beauchamp  Plantage- 
net's  Description  of,  45,  48 — 52, 
54,  67 — 115;  contents  of  chapters, 
79  ;  creation  of  Earl  Palatines,  80 
— 86  ;  pedigree  of  Sir  Edmund 
Ployden,  86 — 88  ;  appeal  to  expel 
riotous  aliens  from  American  set- 
tlements, 88 — 93  ;  its  richness  and 
fertility,  94  ;  Governor  and  com- 
pany of,  94,  95  ;  Robert  Evelyn's 
letter,  95  ;  description  of  lands  ad- 
joining Maryland,  Virginia,  and 
New  England,  with  statistics,  99 
— Ill  ;  prices  of  necessary  outfit 
for.  III,  112;  advantages  of  set- 
tling there,  112 — 114;  letters  pa- 
tent of,  363 — 370  ;  granted  by 
Charles  II.  to  his  brother  James, 
Duke  of  York,  368, 

Alcock,  Capt.  47th  Regt,  wounded, 
170. 

Allen,  Col.  Ethan,  280,  281. 


Allen,  Thomas,  Justice  of  the  Peace 

for  Kent  Island,  30,  37. 
Allibone's ' '  Dictionary  of  English  and 

American  Authors"  quoted,  54. 
Amboy,   241  ;    taken  possession   of, 

324- 
American  War  of  Independence,  122 

—199,    209—233,    235—250,    252 

—296,  299—313,  317—354. 
Amherst,    Major -Gen.     Sir  Jeffery, 

259,  261,  271. 
Sir  J.,  K.C.B.,  afterwards  Lord 

Amherst,  190. 
Amsterdam,  West-India  Company  of, 

91. 
Andrews,  James  Petit,  316. 
Angus,  Earl  of,  82. 
Antell  Islands,  89. 
Aquats,  King,  loi,  106. 
Aquitaine,  83. 
Argoll,  Sir  Samuel,  89,  go. 
Arnold,  Col.  Benedict,  261  «. ;  taken 

prisoner  by  Gen.  Carlton,  187. 
Arundell,  Earl  of,  80,  85,  358. 
Ashmore,  William,  cause  of  his  death, 

39. 

Ash  Swamp,  action  at,  334,  335. 
Askon,  Ployden  of,  88. 
Asomoches  River,  96. 
Aubrey's"  History ofSurrey" quoted, 

358,  359- 
Auchmuty,  Miss,  252. 

Rev.  Samuel,  D.  D.,  252. 

Audley,  Hugh  de.  Earl  of  Gloucester, 

82. 

Thomas,  16. 

"Augusta,"  the,  burnt,  247,  353. 
Averse,  Capt.  67th  Regt.,  wounded, 

170. 
Axion,  King  of,  96. 
Ayscue,  John,  19. 


Bacon's  rebellion,  60,  370,  371, 
Badminton,  House  of,  197. 
Bagg,   Lieut.  67th  Regt.,  wounded, 
170. 
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Bagot,  — .,  92. 

Baird,  Col.,  killed,  245. 

Baker,  Alexander,  57,  58. 

• Andrew,  19,  43. 

Thomas,  19,  43. 

Balaquirs,  Ensign  5th  Regt.,  wound- 
ed, 169. 

Balfour,  Capt.  Nisbett,  4th  Foot,  192, 
197,  201,  235,  257,  318;  wounded, 
169;  Aide-de-Camp  to  Gen.  Howe, 
I79«.  ;  made  Lieut.-CoL,  I93«. 

Balls,  Capt.,  367. 

Baltimore,  I>ord,  74,  98 ;  transactions 
with  Capt.  Geo.  Evelyn,  4 — 45 ; 
his  settlement,  6 ;  claim  on  Kent 
Island  repudiated,  ib. 

Baltrim,  Baron  de,  81. 

Bancroft  quoted,  158 «.,  161  «.,  213, 
216. 

Barbadoes,  descriptions  of,  49,  72, 
73,  102. 

Barbary,  94. 

Bard,  Lieut.  35th  Regt.,  killed,  169. 

Barker,  Capt.  loth  Regt.,  190. 

John,  Lieut.  4th  Foot,  318. 

Barre,  Col.,  276,  284. 

Madame  du,  234. 

Barrett,  Charles,  367. 

Barrington,  Lord,  171,  242. 

Barron,  Edward,  I^ieut.  4th  Foot, 
318;  wounded,  169. 

Bartlett,  Miss,  picture  by,  311. 

■ Gen.  W.  F.,  311. 

Barton,  Lieut. -Col.,  captures  Brig.- 
Gen.  Prescott,  279. 

Bassett,  Capt.  Thomas,  extract  from 
letter  to,  262 11. 

Bateman,  John,  deposition  of,  303. 

Batuana  Isles,  89. 

Baxter,  Roger,  13. 

Baynham,  John,  i. 

Beaufort,  Duchess  of,  313,  314, 

Henry,  fifth  Duke  of,  137, 197  «. 

Beckler,  Edward,  42  ;  -arrested,  32, 
35  ;  elected  to  represent  freemen 
at  an  assembly,  33,  34 ;  released, 
but  afterwards  executed,  40. 

Beckwit,  Lieut.  23rd  Regt. ,  wounded, 
169. 

Bedale,  Yorkshire,  66, 

Bedford,  action  near,  320. 

Belgia,  69. 

Belgium,  76. 

Belvedere,  or  Bolalmanack,  53  ;  de- 
scription of,  105. 


Belvill,  Manor  of,  granted  to  Beau- 
champ  Plantagenet,  49. 
Benham,  Richard,  367. 
Bermudoes,  49,   72  ;   description  of, 

73- 

Bernard,  Francis,  letters  from,  286, 
288. 

Bilbao,  73. 

Binning,  Lord,  313, 

Bishop,  Capt.,  287. 

Major,  175. 

Bishop's  Castle,  86. 

Blackwell's  Island,  capture,  loss,  and 
re-capture  of,  320. 

Blakeney,  Capt.  23rd  Regt.,  wound- 
ed, 169. 

Bland,  Humphrey,  his  letter  to  George 
II.,  136. 

Blany,  Lord,  of  Ireland,  87. 

Blendworth,  Hants,  71. 

Blizard,   William,  his   cattle   seized, 

31- 

Bloomingdale,  action  near,  321. 

Bolalmanack,  or  Belvedere  Hill,  53  ; 
description  of,  105. 

Boorder,  James,  Maj.  4th  Foot,  317. 

Boscawen,  Edward  Hugh,  M.P.  for 
Truro,  208. 

Elizabeth,  wife  of  Henry,  fifth 

Duke  of  Beaufort,  208. 

Boscawen,  Ensign  G.  E.,  4th  Foot, 
123,  124,  127,  134,  135  w.,  146, 
149,  158,  160,  190,  319;  exemplary 
conduct  of,  135 — 139  ;  appointed 
Lieut.  63rd  Regt.,  and  ordered 
home,  183  ;  Capt.  5th  Dragoons, 
135  ;  sold  out,  ib.  ;  became  third 
Lord  Falmouth,  208. 

Frances,  wife  of  the  Hon,  John 

Leveson  Gower,  208. 

Hon.   Edward,  Admiral  of  the 

Blue,  R.N.,  I34«.,  196,  197W., 
208. 

Hon.    Mrs.,    187,    190,    199W., 

203,  20,011.,  319  ;  extract  from  let- 
ters of,  139  «.,  298,  315;  letters  to, 
192—197,  316, 

Hugh,  death  of,  137  «. 

Lieut.  William  Glanville,  208. 

Boston,  evacuation  of,  319. 

"Boston  Journal"  quoted,  309. 

Boswell's  "Life  of  Johnson,"  extracts 
from,  313,  314. 

Boteler,  Botiler,  or  Butler,  Capt. 
John,  12,  23,  26  ;   taken  into  cus« 
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tody  by  Capt.  George  Evelyn,  28  ; 
imprisoned,  32. 

Bound  Brook,  237,  241. 

Bouquet,  Col.  Henry,  270 «. 

Bowen,  Capt.  George,  letter  from, 
350 — 354  ;  his  opinion  of  Lord 
Howe,  351,  353. 

Boyd,  Capt.  38th  Regl.,  killed,  169. 

Bracton,  "  the  antientest  of  Law- 
yers," 81. 

Braddock,  Maj.-Gen.  Edward,  251, 

259,  274- 
Bradnox,  Thomas,  41  ;  elected  to  re- 
present freemen   at   an   assembly, 

33.  34- 
Bradstreet,  Maj.-Gen.,  263,  270 «. 
Brainthwaite,     William,     appointed 

Commander  of  Kent  Island,  43. 
Brandy  Wine,  battle  of,  266,  275. 

River,  244. 

Branthwaite,  William,  2. 

Brazil,  89. 

Breary,  Christopher,  Ensign  4th  Foot, 

318. 
Brehm,  Capt.,  168. 
Brent's  Fort,  description  of,  104. 
Brisbane,  Lieut.  67th  Regt. ,  wounded, 

170. 
Bristol,  Countess  of,  87. 
British  officers,  journals  of,  319 — 336. 
Bromhall,    Frances,    wife  of  George 

Evelyn,  ofNutfield,  208. 
Brown,  Admiral,  173. 
Capt.  44th  Grenadiers,  wound- 
ed, 326. 
Dr.  George,    letter  from,    171, 

172. 

Original,  16. 

Sir  Richard,  1 17. 

or  Browne,  Capt.  in  Navy,  95. 

Leonard,     Lieut.     4th     Regt., 

wounded,  169,  318. 
Brownes     and     Collinson,     Messrs., 

301. 
Bruce,    Lieut.    14th    Regt.,    killed, 

169. 
Brunswick  taken  possession  of,  324. 
Bruton,  parish,  Williamsburgh,  2. 
Buckham,  Richard,  95. 
Bunker  Hill,    277,    278 ;    battle   of, 

124,    125,    166—168;    killed   and 

wounded  at,  169 — 171,278;  works 

on,  185. 
Burch,  James,   Chaplain   4th  Foot, 

318. 


Burford  in  Shropshire,  Baron  of,  82. 

Burgoyne,  Gen.,  161 «.,  175,  247, 
248,  249  «.,  274,  343,  344;  returns 
to  England,  183  ;  author  of  farce, 
"the  Blockade  of  Boston,"  189. 

Burke,  — .,  276. 

Edmund,  30I. 

Burlacy,  Master,  committed  to  prison, 

83. 
Burley,  Knight,  87. 
Burn-Church  in  Kilkenny,  Baron  of, 

8i. 
Burney,  Dr.,  314. 
Busher,  Mr.,  203. 
Busshers,  Mr.,  149. 
Butler,  James  Goddard,  Ensign,  4th 

Foot,  318. 

Major   65th   Regt.,    wounded, 

170. 

Mr.,  151,  [54. 

Rev.  Weeden,  letter  to,  315. 

Bysshe,  Edward,  361,  362,  366. 

Sir  Edward,  M.  P.  for   Bletch- 

ingly,  and  Garter  King  of  Arras, 
366 ;  declaration  by,  365. 

Byrd,  Col.  William,  3. 


Cabot,  of  Bristol,  sent  by  Henry  VH. 
to  America,  89. 

Cadwallader,  Dr.,  280,  281. 

Gen.  Lambert,  276,  281  n. 

Calcefar,  King  of,  97. 

Calvert,  Leonard,  Governor  of  Mary- 
land, I,  5,  107,  207 ;  opposed  by 
George  Evelyn,  7  ;  his  ancestors, 
lb.;  sketches  of  his  character,  7,  15, 
27  ;  grants  warrant  to  Capt.  George 
Evelyn  for  seizure  of  goods,  12  ; 
issues  a  commission  to  Capt.  Eve- 
lyn, 29  ;  calls  an  assembly  of  free- 
men, 32  ;  reduces  Kent  Island  to 
submission,    40;     taken    prisoner, 

74- 

Campbell,  Capt.  67th  Regt.,  killed, 
170. 

David,  Ensign  4th  Foot,  318. 

Lieuts.  (two)  35th  Regt.,  wound- 
ed, 169. 

Col.,  242,  348  ;  offered  by  Wash- 
ington with  others  in  exchange  for 
Gen.  Charles  Lee,  217  ;  distin- 
guishes himself  at  capture  of  Fort 
Montgomery,  and  killed,  349. 

Canary  Islands,  113. 
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Carleton,  Gen.,  281,  282. 

Carlisle,  Earl  of,  274, 

Carlton,  Gen.,  186. 

Carribee  Islands,  89. 

Carter,  Mrs.  Elizabeth,  314. 

Cartwright,  Mrs.,  her  cattle  seized, 31. 

Castle  William,  64th  Regt.  in,  132. 

Cathcart,  Lord,  246,  248,  346,  349. 

Catoe's  Rules  for  a  Plantation,  48, 
69,  71. 

Catrington,  Hants,  71, 

"  Cavaleers,"  70. 

Chadets,  Capt.,  135, 

Chamberlain,  Christopher,  of  Cham- 
berlainstown,  122,  208. 

Margaret,  wife  of  Rev.  W.  Eve- 
lyn, 208. 

Tankerville,  122. 

Chamberlaine,  Mr.,  3. 

Champagne,  Arthur  H.,  147  w. 

Forjjes,  Ensign  4th  Foot,  318. 

Gen.  Sir  Josias,  147  «. 

Lieut,  and  Capt.,   147;/.,   158, 

201. 

Charles  I.,  362,  365,  366,  370; 
grants  New  Jersey  (United  States) 
to  Sir  Edmund  Floyden,  47,  365, 
366. 

IL,  368,  369. 

River,  Delaware  River  so  called, 

95 — 97'  loi,  105,  359 ;  description 
of  islands  in,  97. 

Charleston  or  Charlestown,  171,  178, 
180,  184,  189  ;;.,  190,  193  ;/  ,  276, 
310,  311,  319,353;  retreat  to,  162. 

Heights:  see 

Bunker  Hill. 

Charlton,  Ensign  5th  Regt.,  wound- 
ed, 169. 

Chatham,  Lord,  his  eulogium  on 
Admiral  Boscawen,  197  n. 

Chawton,  Hants,  71. 

"  Checkahominy,"  Capt.  Young  of, 
60. 

Chesapeake  Bay,  or  Chisepeack  Gulf, 
89,  102,  105,  244. 

•      River,      104 ;      description 

of  country  round,  and  its  inhabit- 
ants, 351,  352. 

Chester,  Barons  of,  81—83;  Earl 
Palatines  of,  85. 

Chester  and  Duresme,  Palatine  of,  78. 

Chesterfield,  Lord,  139. 

Chetwynd,  Ensign,  52nd  Regt., 
wounded,  170. 


Cheveaux  de  Frize,  246,  352. 

Chicacoen,  74. 

Chicheley,  Archbishop,  369. 

Sarah,  wife  of  James  Plowden, 

3^9- 
Sir  Henry,  Governor  of  Virginia, 

369-. 

Sir  John,  369. 

Thomas,  Lord  Mayor  of  London, 

369- 

Chichester,  Vicountess,  87. 

Christie,  Lieut.  38th  Regt. ,  wounded, 
169. 

Chudligh,  Capt.  67th  Regt.,  killed, 
170. 

Claiborne,  or  Clayborne,  Capt,  95, 
io7>  367 ;  his  transactions  with 
Capt.  George  Evelyn,  4 — 45  ;  man- 
agement of  his  settlement,  4—6; 
deprived  of  his  command,  9;  sails 
for  England,  il ;  attainted,  41. 

Clanfield,  Hants,  71. 

Clarke,  Clerk,  or  Gierke,  Henry, 
362  ;  his  opinion  of  Sir  Edmund 
Ployden's  letters  patent,  365. 

Clause  Castle,  87. 

Cleaveland,  or  Cleveland,  Brig.-Gen., 
141, 256,  257, 264,  277 — 279 ;  distin- 
guishes himself  at  the  battle  of 
Brandy  Wine,  and  mentioned  in 
Sir  Wm.  Howe's  despatch,  278. 

Clement's  "  First  Settlers  in  Newton 
Township,  N.J.,"  e.\tract  froni, 
360. 

Clinch,  James,  advertisement  of, 
218  w. 

Clinton,  Fort,  attack  and  capture  of, 

347,  348. 

Gen.    Sir   Henry,    161M.,    173, 

175,  179)  183,  187,  191,  236,  259, 
265,  272,  274,  275,  307,  319,  343, 
353  ;  his  conduct  at  the  capture  of 
Forts  Clinton,  Montgomery,  and 
Constitution,  347 — 350. 

Lord  Thomas,  347,  349. 

Clobery  and    Co.,   transactions  with 

Capt.  George  Evelyn,  4 — 45  ;  ship 
goods  to  Kent  Island,  7 ;  arrest 
certain  Kent  Islanders,  31. 

Cochrane,  Charles,  Capt.  4th  Foot, 
201,  318. 

Cockran,  Lieut.  23rd  Regt.,  wound- 
ed, 169. 

Coke,  John,  367. 

Sir  Edward,  80. 
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Colchester,  Viscount,  88. 

Golden,  Lieut. -Governor,  263,  284, 
285,  288,  289. 

Colthurst,  Lieut.,  killed,  173. 

Colville,  Lord,  287. 

Comber,  William,  63. 

Comes  Palatinus,  81. 

Concord,  battle  of,  124,  159 — 161, 
277,  299,  302,  303  ;  English  ac- 
count, 161 — 162. 

Conejoxeri,  Falls  of,  260. 

Congotto,  73. 

Congress,  extracts  from  Journals  of, 
280. 

Connecticut  River,  loi. 

ConoUy,  Mr.,  a  volunteer,  179,  205  ; 
murdered,  206. 

Constantine,  an  Indian,  95. 

Constitution,  Fort,  attack  and  capture 

of,  349- 

Cooper,  Dr.,  264. 

Copley,  85. 

Corbet,  — .,  Knight,  87. 

Corbet,  Miss,  of  Morton  Corbet, 
daughter  of  above,  87. 

Corby,  — ,  268. 

Cornwall,  Baron  of  Burfordin  Shrop- 
shire, 82. 

Cornwallis,  Lord,  I47  «.,  18S//.,  224, 
225,  227,  228,  241,  274,  306,  320, 
323,  324,  329,  330,  334,  336,  338, 
339  «.,  341,352,  354- 

Cornvvaleys,  Capt.,  35,  36,  ico ;  his 
motion,  37  ;  evidence  given  by  him, 
39 ;  commands  forces  under  Gov- 
ernor Calvert,  40. 

Cottington,  Lord,  59. 

Cotton  River,  102. 

Courtchauze,  William,  Duke  of  Nor- 
mandy, 251. 

Coxe,  William,  J.  P.  for  Kent  Island, 
30,  37;  his  cattle  seized,  31. 

Craig,  Capt.  47th  Regt. ,  wounded, 
170. 

Craford  Plantation,  Capt.  George 
Evelyn's  servants  left  at,  31. 

Crawford,  Lieut.  52nd  Regt.,  wound- 
ed, 170. 

Crawly,  Henry,  41. 

Crammond,  John,  Lieut.  4th  Foot, 

318. 
Crane,  Jane,  wife  of  ist  Commander 

of  Kent  Island,  66. 

Richard,  66. 

Creuse,  — .,  taken  prisoner,  177. 


Croatan  Cape,  89. 

Crocker,  Capt.    38th    Regt.,    killed, 

169. 
Croker,  Lieut.  5th.  Regt.,  wounded, 

169. 
Croker's  notes  to  Boswell's  "Life  of 

Johnson"  quoted,  314. 
"  Crown  Grants,"  extract  from,  50. 
Cuba,  89. 

Cui  Achomoca,  90. 
Cuming,  John,  J.  P.,  303. 
Cuslis,  John,  3. 

Martha     Dandridge,     v/ife    of 

George  Washington,  3. 

Cuyller,  Major,  225. 

D'Albergatti,  Marquis,  261. 

Dale,  Sir  Thomas,  89,  90. 

Dalrymple,  Lieut.  43rd  Regt.,  wound- 
ed, 169. 

Lieut.  63rd  Regt.,  killed,  170. 

Major,  261  n.,  262. 

Dana,  Elizabeth  Ellery,  of  Boston, 
1 64  n. 

Danbury,  236. 

Danby,  Sir  Thomas,  367. 

Dandy,  John,  19. 

Daniel,  M.,  96. 

D'Anville,  Due,  264 ;;. 

Darcus,  Volunteer  4th  Regt.,  wound- 
ed, 169. 

Darcy,  Lady  Penelope,  88. 

Lord,  88. 

Davison,  Capt.  52nd  Regt.,  killed, 
170. 

Davis,  Sir  John,  80. 

Strait,  90. 

Debbing,  — .,  271. 

Deering,  Edward,  19. 

Delany,  Mrs.,  199;/.  ;  letter  of,  138, 
139  «.  ;  letters  to,  139,  298. 

Delaware,  Baron  of.  Governor  of  Vir- 
ginia, 89. 

Bay,   50,   89,  92,  94—96,    1 01, 

102,  105 — 108. 

or  De  Lewarr  River,  95,   241, 

246,  248. 

State  of,  47. 

Deverson,  Capt.,  149. 

D'Herbel,  M.,  261. 

Digby,  Lord,  87. 

Disraeli's  "  Lothair"  quoted,  1 18  n. 

•'  Diversions  of  Purley,"  301. 

Dives,  Sir  Lewis,  87. 

Dix,  Jonas,  J.  P.,  303. 
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Dixon,  Major  M.,  252,  271,  272. 

Dodd,  Dr.,  315  n. 

Dormer,  Hon.  Anne,  wife  of  Lieut. - 
Col.  E.  T.  Gould,  297. 

Lord,  297. 

Dowdall,  Wat.,  177. 

Downs,  Capt.  5th  Regt.,  killed,  169. 

Dromore,  Chancellor  of,  see  Evelyn, 
Rev.  William. 

Drummond,  Capt.,  202. 

Drew,  Capt.  22nd  Regt.,  wounded, 
169. 

Dublin  "Freeman's  Journal,"  Gen. 
Lee's  letters  in,  214. 

Ducke,  Arthur,  LL.D.,  Chancellor 
of  London,  362  ;  his  opinion  of  Sir 
Edmund  Ployden's  letters  patent, 
364,  365. 

Dudley,  Duke,  85. 

Duffil, Thomas,  indicted  for  piracy,  39. 

Dumaresq',  Mr.,  147. 

Duncan,  Major,  R.  A.,  his  "History 
of  the  Royal  Artillery,"  279. 

Dunmore,  Lord,  191  «.,  271. 

Dunop,  Col.,  128;/.,  324;  wounded, 
247  ;  honour  acquired  by  his  chas- 
seurs at  the  battle  of  Long  Island, 
328. 

. Count,  265,  275,  354. 

Durell,  Mrs.,  298. 

Durham,  81  ;  Baron  of,   82  ;  Bp.   of, 

Dutch  skirmish  with  the  Swedes,  92, 

93- 

Dutton,  Lieut.  38[h  Regt.,  killed, 
169. 

Duyckinck's  "  Cyclopeedia  of  Ame- 
rican Literature"  quoted,  279. 

Dyer,  Lieut.  67th  Regt.,  wounded, 
170. 

• Samuel,  264. 

Dymoke,  Mr.,  149. 

Earl    Palatines,    power   of,    81  :    see 

Ployden,  Sir  Edmittid. 
Earls,  creation  of,  in  Saxon  times,  80. 
Eastern  Bay  Indians,  war  with,  74. 
Eden,  Mr.,  274;  extract  from  letter 

to,  296. 
Edward  III.,  83. 
Egbay,  99. 

Egypt.  7- 

Elizabeth,  Queen,  89 ;  grants  patent 
for  making  gtmpowder  to  John 
and  Robert  Evelin  and  others,  61. 


"Elizabeth,"  the  pinnace,  arrives  at 
Kent  Island,  7 ;  seized  by  Capt. 
George  Evelyn,  11. 

Elk  River,  105. 

Ellis,  Capt.  67th  Regt.,  killed,  170. 

Elmes,  Master,  his  letter,  99. 

Emley,  Dean  of,  1 17:  see  Evelyn, 
Rev.  William. 

Engagers,  70. 

England,  Capt.  47th  Regt.,  wounded, 
170. 

laws  of,  proposed  for  Kent  Is- 
land, 35. 

Lieut.    47th    Regt.,    wounded, 

170. 

New,  49,  72,  75,  79,  90,  91,  93, 

— 96,  98,  loi  ;  description  of,  73, 
74  ;  description  of  lands  adjoin- 
ing, 99 — III  ;  government  of,  108, 
no. 

state  of,  in  time  of  Charles  I., 

48. 

Eriwomeck,  50,  92. 

King  of,  96. 

Fort,  site  of,  360. 

Erskine,  Sir  Henry,  261  «.,  262. 

Sir  William,   244;/.,  236,  237, 

320. 

Ervvin,  Lieut.  67th  Regt.,  wounded, 
170. 

Evelin,  Eveling,  or  Evelyn,  Ann,  66. 

Catherine,    wife     of    Thomas 

Stoughton,  62. 

Capt.  Christopher,  370,  371. 

Capt.  George,  first  Commander 

of  Kent  Island,  son  of  Robert  of 
Godslone,  66,  370 ;  memoir,  l  — 45  ; 
embarks  for  America,  i ;  appointed 
Commander  of  Kent  Island,  I,  22, 
23 ;  purchases  land  of  Thomas  Gran- 
don,  2  ;  removes  to  James  River, 
ib. ;  arrives  at,  and  resists  Lord  Bal- 
timore's claim  on  Kent  Island,  4 — 
6  ;  receives  goods  and  servants  from 
Clobery  and  Co.,  7  ;  his  transac- 
tions with  Claiborne,  8 — 45  ;  seizes 
pinnace  "Elizabeth,"  12;  removes 
to  Maryland,  16,  17;  "Lord  of 
the  Manor  of  Evelinton,"  17  ;  trans- 
fers his  servants  and  goods  from 
Kent  Island  to  Maryland,  18,  19; 
his  reply  to  the  appeal  of  the  Kent 
Islanders,  21  ;  addresses  the  Kent 
Islanders,  23 — 26  ;  stimulates  the 
Marylanders  to  an  attack  on  Kent 
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Island,  27,  28 ;  commission  from 
Leonard  Calvert  to  him,  29  ;  or- 
dered to  arrest  several  of  his  ser- 
vants, 30,  31  ;  attends  meetings  of 
freemen,  34,  36  ;  effects  of  his  reign 
in  Kent  Island,  42 ;  ceases  to  be 
Commander,  43  ;  assigns  Evelinton 
to  his  brother  Robert,  44  ;  his 
death,  45,  121  ;  additions  and  im- 
provements at  Wotton  House  by 
him,  357. 
Evelyn,  Capt.  William  Glanville,  me- 
moir, 117 — 130,318;  his  birth,  122, 
20S  ;  obtains  an  ensigncy,  122  ;  em- 
barks for  Boston,  124;  mentioned 
in  Gen.  Howe's  despatch,  126;  dies 
from  his  wounds,  127  ;  his  cha- 
racter, 127,  128;  description  of  his 
voyage  and  arrival  at  Boston,  132  ; 
his  opinion  of  the  Americans,  132, 
133  ;  eulogizes  the  exemplary  con- 
duct of  his  friend,  Ensign  Boscavven, 
135 — 139;  describes  the  progress 
of  the  rebellion  in  America,  139 — • 
142,  144,  145,  151  — 161,  172 — 178, 
182  —  185,  186 — 199;  his  opinion 
of  Col.  Prescott,  142,  143  ;  note 
of  the  influence  of  Samuel  Adams, 
''S^,  153;  describes  the  battle  of 
Concord,  159 — 161  ;  anxiety  on 
Ensign  Bosca wen's  account,  160, 
165  ;  remarks  upon  his  father's  pre- 
ferment, 163,  164 ;  recounts  the 
successes  of  the  rebels,  173  ;  and 
the  difficulties  and  impediments  in 
subduing  them,  174;  advises  ex- 
termination, lb.  ;  scarcity  of  pro- 
visions, 175 — 177,  181  ;  account  of 
a  defeat  of  the  Fleet,  177  ;  suggests 
means  to  his  father  by  which 
he  may  gain  advancement,  178 — 
180 ;  English  flag  daily  insulted 
by  cruisers,  18 1  ;  capture  of  an 
English  brig,  182;  noticed  by  Gen. 
Clinton,  and  employed  in  recon- 
noitring, 183,  184 ;  thanked  by 
generals  for  his  services,  184;  ac- 
companies Gen.  Clinton  on  an  ex- 
pedition to  Carolina,  188,  19 1  ;  de- 
scribes an  alarm  during  peiformance 
at  the  theatre,  189,  190;  details 
of  the  gaining  of  New  York,  193 — 
195'  ^99  '■>  captures  five  American 
officers,  199  «.  ;  mortally  wounded, 
ib. ;   copy   of  his   will,  200,    201  ; 


statement  of  his  effects,  201 — 203  ; 
sends  particulars  of  a  victory  over 
the  French  in  the  seven  years'  war 
in  Germany,  205  ;  letters  to  his 
father,  131  — 134,  143— 146;  150— 
161,  176  —  185,  191,  192,  205,  206; 
to  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Leveson  Gower, 
134—137,  146—150,  163—165, 
172 — 176,  185 — 190;  to  the  Hon. 
Mrs.  Boscawen,  192 — 197  ;  to  Mrs. 
Evelyn  (his  mother),  198,  199. 

Evelyn,  Charles,  66. 

■  Elizabeth,  66. 

— —  family  settled  at  Long  Ditton, 
Godstone  and  Wotton,  117;  pedi- 
grees of,  66,  208. 

Frances,  wife  of  Henry  Kelly, 

66. 

wife  of  Admiral  Bos- 
cawen, 208. 

George,  of  Nuffield,    M.P.   for 

Bletchingley,  120,  208;  his  death, 
121  ;  his  additions  and  improve- 
ments at  Wotton  House,  357. 

son  of  John  of  King- 


ston, 117. 

of  Wotton,  66  ;  monu- 
ment to  in  Wotton  Church,  60,  354. 

son  of  first  Commander 


of  Kent  Island,  66. 

— -  James,  of  Felbridge,  Surrey,  128. 

John,  of  Kingston  ;   descendants 

of,  66. 

Sir  John,  of  Godstone,  M.P.  for 

Bletchingley,  Surrey,  118;  monu- 
ment to  him  in  Godstone  Church, 
120. 

of  Wilts.,  M.P.   for 

Ludgershall,  118;  declared  a  trai- 
tor by  Charles  I.,  119. 

•  eldest  son  of  Sir  John 


of  Godstone,  created  a  baronet,  120. 
—  John,  author  of  "Sylva,"  son  of 
Richard,  63,  66,  1 17,  210;  extract 
from  his  diary,  2  ;  inscription  on 
his  tombstone,  1 18;  etchings  by, 
356,  358  ;  his  intended  gift  to  Mrs. 
Godolphin,  358;  portraits  of  him  at 
Wotton  House,  ib.  ;  his  library  at 
Wotton,  ib. 

son  of  first  Commander 


of  Kent  Island,  66. 
Evelyn,  John,  third  son  of  Sir  John  of 
Godstone,  certificate  of  his  baptism, 
119. 
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Evelyn,  John,  son  of  George,  60,  66. 

• younger  brother  of  Capt. 

W.  G.,  206,  208. 

Margaret,  wife  of  John  Knatch- 

bull,  66. 

Mary,  a  nun,  66. 

Mountjoy,  son  of  first  Com- 
mander of  Kent  Island,  66 ;  grant 
of  land  in  Virginia  to,  I  ;  receives 
land  of  his  father,  18. 

• Mrs.,  wife  of  Rev.  William,  let- 
ters to,  198,  199. 

■ Rebecca,  66. 

Richard,     of    Wotton,    son    of 

George,  60,  61,  66,  208. 

■ Rev.  William,  Dean  of  Emley, 

Chancellor  of  Dromore,  Vicar  of 
Trim,  and  private  Chaplain  to  Earl 
Harcourt,  117,  120,  149,  163  v., 
200  «.,  20S,  210;  laxity  of  his  cor- 
respondence with  his  son,  149,  150 ; 
his  death,  191  «.,  198;  letters  to 
him,  13 1 — 134,143 — 146,150—161, 
176 — 185,  191,  192. 

Robert,  third  son  of  George,  of 

Godstone,  succeeds  to  estate  at 
Godstone  on  his  marriage  with 
Susanna  Young,  61 ;  letter  from 
him  to  his  stepmother,  63 — 65 ; 
goes  to  Virginia  (before  1610),  47, 
370. 

-       second  son  of  Robert, 

of  Godstone,  2,  66,  95,  207 ;  me- 
moir, 47 — 65  ;  emigrates  to  Vir- 
ginia, 47,  50 ;  probable  place  of 
death,  ib. ;  returns  to  England,  52  ; 
accompanies  Capt.  Thomas  Young 
in  an  expedition  up  the  Delaware, 
4,  51,  359  >  appointed  Surveyor  of 
castles,  &c.,  59;  and  Surveyor  of 
Virginia,  with  rank  of  Lieutenant, 
52  ;  various  accounts  of  his  travels, 
360  ;  facsimile  of  his  autograph,  65. 

■ •  Rose,  wife  of  George,  61. 

a  nun,  66. 

Susan,  2,  66. 

• Thomas,  eldest  son  of  George, 

60,  66. 
■ William,  an  officer  in  the  British 

armv,  207. 

■ \V.  J.,  of  Wotton,  66,  208. 

Evelington,  or  Evelinton,   17;  Lord 

of  the  Manor  of,  17. 
"Evening  Post,"  trial  of  printers  of, 

300—302. 


Eybe,  Col.,  regiments  under  his  com- 
mand on  march  to  Millstone,  331. 
Ewens,  William,  i. 

Falmouth,  Viscount,   135 «.,    \y]n., 

196".,  Zi},- 
Fanning,  Col.,  346. 
Fantleroys,  Master,  73. 
Farrier,  John,  Capt.-Lieut.  4th  Foot, 

318. 
Felbridge,  Surrey,  128. 
Ferguson,  — . ,  274. 
Fermor,  Sir  George,  88. 

Sir  Hatton,  88. 

Sir  Richard,  of  Somerton,  88. 

Fetz  Isles,  Maryland,  73. 
Field,  Ml-.,  quoted,  328 «. 
Fifty-second  Regiment,  extract  from 

Records  of,   I22«.,   161,  162,  166, 

167,  189,  190  «. 
Finch,  Honble.    Capt.,   killed,    335, 

342. 
Finny,  Lieut.  67th  Regt.,  killed,  170. 
Fish,  Mr.,  202. 
Fisher,  Mr.,  agent  to  Capt.  J.  Mon- 

tresor,  270. 
Fitz  Allen,  Earl,  85. 
Fitzgerald,  Capt.  loth  Regt.,  wound- 
ed, 169. 
Flint,  Wales,  82. 
Florida,  Cape,  89. 

Lord  Proprietors  in,  83. 

Flushing,  loi. 

Foillet,  Capt.  63rd  Regt.,  wounded, 

170. 
Fontainebleau,  Treaty  of,  123. 
Force,  — .,  328  m. 

Peter,  54,  68. 

Forrest,  Mr.,  200. 

Fourth  Regiment :  see  Kings  Own. 

Fox,  — .,  276. 

France,  69,  76,  87  ;  King  of,  84. 

New,  90. 

Franklin,  — .,  196. 

•  Dr.  Benjamin,    273,   276,    284, 

301. 
Frazer,  Brig. -Gen.  Simon,  261,  344. 
Freeman,  — .,  of  Gloucester,  66. 

Capt.,  100. 

Frog's  Neck,orThrock'sNeck,  I99«. ; 

actions  at,  321,  322, 

Gage,  Baronet,  88. 

Gen.    Thomas,    124,    151,    157, 

161,  179,  185,  190 «.,   192  «.,  259, 


INDEX. 


;8r 


263,  264«.,  267,  270;/.,  274;  ac- 
tions of,  133. 
Gage,  Lady,  268. 

Mrs.,  150,  172,  176. 

Galloway,  Mr.,  267. 

Joseph,  declaration  of,  203. 

Gamage,  Anthony,  66. 

Gardiner,  Lieut.  67th  Regt.,  killed, 

170. 

ALijor,  236. 

Garrick,  Mrs.,  314. 

Garth,  — .,  representative  for  South 

Carolina,  284. 
Gates,  Gen.,  249 «.,   289,   290,  295; 

letter  to,  294. 
Gavesand,  loi. 
Gayault,  a  Frenchman,  aide-de-camp 

to  Gen.  Lee,  taken  prisoner,  214, 

215. 
"Gentleman's     Magazine,"     extract 

from,  137  n. 
George  IIL,  297,  306;  statue  of,  at 

New  York,  mutilated,  268. 
Germaine,  Lord  George,    125,    256, 

301,  302,  308,  344;    despatch   to, 

278;   letters  to,  299  «.,  337 — 342, 

350—354- 

Germantown,  244  ;  action  at,  246. 

Germany,  69,  76,  94. 

Gibson,  Col.  George,  289. 

Girdlestone,  Dr.  Thomas,  295. 

Gladwin,  Major  Henry,  251. 

Glantham,  John,  arrested,  31. 

Glanville,  Frances  Evelyn,  wife  of 
Admiral  Boscawen,  196;/.,  208. 

Mary,    extract    from    Life    and 

Letters  of,  298. 

William,  208. 

Evelyn,  208. 

"Glencoe,"  302. 

Gloucester,  Earl  of,  82. 

Glover,  Col.,  126. 

Godolphin,  Mrs.,  358. 

Godstone,  estate  at,  61 ;  Evelyn  fa- 
mily settled  at,  117. 

Gold,  Lieut.  47th  Regt.,  killed, 
170. 

Goodfellow,  John,  of  Virginia,  7. 

Gordon,  Capt.,  280. 

Gould,  Edward,  of  Mansfield  Wood- 
house,  296. 

Lieut.  4th  Foot,  318. 

Lieut. -Col.    Edward  Thoroton, 

296 — 300,  301,  302  ;  wounded  at 
battle  of  Concord,  160  j  account  of 


battle  of  Lexington  and  Concord, 

299. 
Gower,  Admiral  the  Hon.  John  Le- 

veson,  135  «.,  150 «.,  319. 
Hon.  Mrs.  Leveson,  203;  letters 

to,  134—143,  146—150,  163—165, 

172 — 176,  185 — 190,  314. 
Gown,  Mr.,  265. 
Grandon,  Edward,  I. 

Thomas,  2. 

Grant,  Gen.,  179,  214,  323,  336. 
Lieut. -Col.  40th   Regt.,  killed, 

326. 

Major,  346. 

Granville,  Bernard,  extract  from  let- 
ter to,  138,  139/?. 

Mary,  extract  from  Autobiogra- 
phy and  Correspondence  of,  139. 

Gratam,  Ensign  52nd  Regt.,  killed, 

170. 
Graves,  Admiral,  187. 
Gravesend,  58. 

Green,  — . ,  Serjeant-at-Law,  366, 
Greenfield,  Sir  Richard,  89. 
Grey,  Gen.,  332,  333,  336. 
Grim,  David,  quoted,  195  w. 
Grimston's  History,  86. 
Guernsey,  70. 

Hacluit's  Voyages,  89. 

Haines,  Henry,  66. 

Haldimand,  Gen.,  Governor-General 
of  Canada,  140,  144,  259  ;  letters 
to,  168—174,  282,  283,  311,  343— 
345  ;  extract  from  letter  to,  216;/. 

Mr.,  nephew  of  Gen.  Haldimand, 

313- 
Hales,  Lieut.  65th  Regt.,  wounded, 

170. 
Hall,  Walter,  369. 
Haloraske,  89. 
Hamilton,    David,   Lieut.  4th   Foot, 

318. 

Lieut.    loth    Regt.,    wounded, 

169. 

Hamshire,  96. 

Hancock,  Col.,  124;  attack  on,  153  n. 

■ Richard,  indicted  for  piracy,  39. 

Harcourt,  Col.  Edward  William, 
ALP.,  of  Nuneham,  221. 

Simon,  Earl,  Lord-Lieut,  of  Ire- 
land, 163  n. ;  his  order  to  raise 
Irish  troops  for  American  war, 
250 ;  account  of  his  accident  in 
Nuneham    Park,    219  ;    letters    to 
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him,    210,    222 — 225,     227 — 233, 

235—242,  244—248. 

Harcourt,  Lieut. -Col.  William,  son 
of  Earl  Harcourt,  memoir,  209 — 
250 ;  sketch  of  his  career,  209,  210 ; 
his  capture  of  Gen.  Lee,  211 — 213, 
218,  225 — 228,  230,  235,  238,  289 
— 296,324;  praised  by  King  George 
IIL,  218,  228;  his  death,  219;  re- 
ceives the  thanks  of  Parliament, 
220 ;  describes  the  progress  of  the 
American  War,  222 — 249  ;  account 
of  the  capture  of  Philadelphia,  244, 
245  ;  letters  to  Earl  Harcourt,  222 
—225,  227—233,  235—242,  244— 
248;  letters  to  Lord  Nuneham,  226, 
233,  242,  248. 

Hardwick,   — .,  87. 

Hargate,  Edward,  365. 

Harris,  Capt.  5th  Regt.,  wounded, 
169. 

Harrison,  George  Evelyn,  of  Bran- 
don, death  of,  3. 

Lieut.,  282. 

Harvey,  Sir  John,  Governor  of  Vir- 
ginia, letter  from,  51. 

Hastings,  Marquis  of,  188. 

Hatch,  John,  43. 

Haulton,  Baron  of,  81. 

Havanah,  Port  of,  89. 

Havord,  Vail,  367. 

Hawardin,  Baron  of,  82. 

Hawes,  George  R.  T.,  extract  from 
memoir  of,  189  n. 

Hawley,  Gabriel,  death  of,  52. 

Hay,  John,  Ensign  4th  Foot,  318. 

Hayns,  Lieut.  59th  Regt.,  wounded, 
170. 

Heard,  Gen.,  "the  tavern-keeper  of 
Woodbridge,"  273. 

Heath,  Gen.,  126. 

Heister,    Lieut. -Gen.  de,    319 — 321, 

329,  338- 
Hempsteed,  loi. 
Henlopen,  Cape,  89. 
Henry  VL,  civil  wars  in  time  of,  71. 

—  vn.,  89. 

VHL,  receives  homage  from  In- 
dian Kings,  90. 

Hesket,  Lieut.  14th  Regt.,  wounded, 
169. 

Hessian  Brigade,  cowardice  of,  232. 

Heyward,  Serjt.  Hugh,  16. 

Iliggins,  Lieut.  52nd  Regt.,  killed, 
170. 


Higgs,  — .,  200. 

Hildeburn,  Charles  R.,  of  Philadel- 
phia, 129. 

Hillegar,  Mr.,  263. 

Hilliard,  Lieut.  47th  Regt.,  killed, 
170. 

Hillsborough,  241. 

Hilton,  Baron  of,  81. 

Hispaniola,  89. 

"Historical  Magazine"  (N.Y.),  ex- 
tract from,  163. 

Hoarkill,  90. 

Hobson,  John,  14,  19. 

Hodgson,  Lieut. -Gen.  Studholme, 
Col.  4th  Foot,  317. 

Holland,  49,  75,  76,  91  ;  a  good 
market  for  tobacco,  25  ;  regulations 
as  to  religion  in,  108. 

Holland  — . ,  346. 

Hollar,  Wenceslaus,  358. 

Holmes,  William,  Capt.  4th  Foot,  318. 

Hook,  Capt.,  II. 

Hopford,  Capt.  63rd  Regt.,  wound- 
ed, 170. 

Hore,  Master,  90. 

Home,  Rev.  John,  297  ;  productions 
of,  301,  302  ;  his  trial  and  sen- 
tence, 27>. 

Houn,  Lieut.  38th  Regt.,  wounded, 
169. 

Howe,  Gen.  Sir  William,  161 «., 
179,  183,  184,  187,  igon.,  191  «., 
193,  214,  217,  228,  240,  252,  257, 
259,  265,  267,  272 — 275,  278,  290, 
306,  310,  312,  336  —  338,  340, 
341,  351  ;  extracts  from  his  de- 
spatches to  Lord  George  Germaine, 
125,  126,  272  «.,  279  «.  ;  his  cha- 
racter, 276  ;  Journal  of  operations 
of  the  American  Army  under  him, 
319—325. 

Admiral  Lord,  125,  196,  240;/., 

273,  350  ;  his  character,  276,  351, 

353- 
Huddleston,  Capt.,  wounded,  170. 
Hudson,  — .,  discoverer  of  Hudson's 

River,  90,  91. 

Capt.  65th  Regt.,  killed,  170. 

Hudson's  River,  90,  96,  99,  106. 

Hughes,  — .,  287. 

Hunter,  Gen.  Martin,  extract  from  his 

journal,  167,  168,  189 «. 
Huntingdon,  Henry  of,  86. 
Hutchinson,   George,    Adjutant     4th 

I^egt.,  303,  318. 
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Hyatt,  Henry,  Ensign  4th  Foot, 
318. 

Idrone  in  Cateilogh,  Baron,  81. 

Ihon  a  Does  Indians,  99. 

Independency,  Fort,  taken  posses- 
sion of,  322. 

"  Independents,"  70. 

Ingersoll,  Charles  ].,  142  «. 

■ Jared,      141,      142  «.,      2S4  ; 

letters  from,  284,  285. 

• sen.,  284. 

Joseph  R.,  142  n. 

Ingraham,  Duncan,  J.  P.,  303. 

Inman,  George,  extracts  from  MS. 
journal  of,  129,  130. 

Lieut.  George,  187  «. 

Ralph,  Susanna,    daughter   of, 

187  n. 

Inwood,  William,  367. 

Ireland,  70,  76;  Barons  in,   81,  84, 

85- 
Irish  House  of  Commons,  250  «. 
Irish  troops  ordered  to  be  raised  for 

American  War,  250. 
Italy,  69,  76,  94,  113. 

Jackson,  — .,  representative  for  South 
Carolina,  284. 

■ Capt.  5th  Regt. ,  wounded,  169. 

Jamaica,  89. 
James  I.,  368. 

II.,  369. 

-^ —  King,  statute  of,  93. 

Cape,  89,  90. 

. Gertrude,  her  cattle  seized,    21, 

31- 

G.  P.  R.,  219. 

City,  Maryland,  12. 

county,  60. 

River,  102. 

Jardine,  Lieut.  R.N.,  killed,  170. 
Jefferson,  Thomas,  147. 
Jersey,  70,  246. 

New    (United  States),   granted 

to  Sir  Edmund  Ployden,  47. 

Johnson  — .,  265. 

Capt.  67th  Regt.,  wounded,  170. 

Dr.,  314,  315. 

Josiah,  J. P.,  300. 

Johnston,  H.P.,  "  Campaign  of  1776 
around  New  York  and  Brooklyn," 
extracts  from,  199  «.,  328;/. 

Johnstone,  Governor,  274. 

Jones,  Col.,  303. 


Jones,  Col.  Valentine,  letter  written 
by,  282. 

Inigo,  architect,  355,  356. 

"Junius,"  144  ;  letters  of  in  "  Public 
Advertiser,"  297,  302  ;  their  au- 
thorship, 295. 

Kecoughtan,  11. 

Kechemeches,  King  of,  96. 

Kelham,  — .,  wife  of  Baron  Grey  de 
Ruthyn,  298. 

Kelly,  Henry,  66. 

• Lieut.    loth   Regt.,    wounded, 

169. 

Kennedy,  Capt.  44th  Regt.,  326. 

Kent  Island,  4;  state  ofjtrade  there, 
5,  19  ;  meetings  of  freemen  at,  9, 
23 — 26,  34  ;  scarcity  of  provisions, 
21  ;  invaded  and  taken  by  Capt. 
George  Evelyn,  29  ;  English  laws 
proposed  for,  35  ;  outbreak  of  in- 
habitants, 38,  39  :  reduced  to  sub- 
mission, 40,  107,  108. 

first    Commander  of :   see 

Evelyn,  Capt.  George, 

Point,  5. 

Keyme,  Thomas,  13. 

Kildorpy,  description  of,  105. 

Kinderton,  Baron  of,  81. 

King  or  Kinge,  Robert,  LL.D., 
362,  365  ;  Record  of,  363. 

"  King  James's  Gothic,"  Italian  style 
of  architecture  so  called,  356. 

King's  Own  Regiment,  4th  Foot  so 
called,  123  «.,  139  «.,  157  «.)  ex- 
tract from  Records  of,  128,  129; 
list  of  officers  serving  in,  in  1774, 

317—319- 

Knatchbull,  John,  66. 

Kneller,  Sir  Godfrey,  portrait  by,  at 
Wotton  House,  358. 

Knight,  Lieut.  Joseph,  of  the  4th 
Regt.,  203,  318;  killed,    165,  201. 

Knowles,  Richard,  Surgeon  4th 
Foot,  319. 

Knyphausen,  Lieut. -Gen.,  322;  re- 
giments under  his  command  on 
march  to  Millstone,  331. 

Lacons,  87. 

Lacy,  Sir  Hugh  de,  81,  83. 
Lake,  Robert,  arrested,  31. 
Lamarne,  Capt.,  wounded,  170. 
Lancaster,  Barons  in,  81,  82. 
Lane,  Sir  Ralph,  89. 
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Langford,  John,TIigh-constable,  Sher- 
iff and  coroner  of  Kent  Island,  30, 
37  ;  attends  meeting  of  freemen 
at  St.  Mary's,  35. 

Langton,  Bennett,  letter  from,  313. 

Langueville,  Viscount,  297. 

Larrimore,  Capt. ,  commander  of  the 
"Rebecca,"  370. 

Lasher,  Gen.,  "the  shoemaker  of 
New  York,"  273. 

Lawrence,  Sir  John,  367. 

Lay  tons,  87. 

Lee,  — .,  Bart.,  87. 

Gen.     Gharles,    capture    of    by 

Lieut. -Col.  William  Harcourt,  211 
—213,  225—228,  230,  235,  238, 
324,  340,  289 — 296 ;  his  conduct 
while  a  prisoner,  215,  216  ;  his  re- 
lease demanded  by  Washington, 
217  ;  exchanged  for  Gen.  Pres- 
cott,  196 «.;  his  character,  221; 
authorship  of  letters  of  "Junius" 
ascribed  to  him,  295  ;  his  death, 
296  ;  letter  from  him,  294. 

•  Fort,  taken  possession  of,  323. 

Ploy  den  of,  88. 

Lee  and  Sayre,   Messrs.,  Sheriffs  of 

London,  264. 
Leger,  Lieut.,  274. 
Leinster,  81,  88. 

Lenthall,   Capt.  23rd  Regt.,   wound- 
ed, 169. 
Leonard,    Daniel,     Chief-Justice    of 

Bermuda,  author  (?)  of  "Massachu- 

settensis,"'J54 ;/. 
Leslie,    Lieut.  55th    Light    Infantry, 

wounded,  327. 

Brig. -Gen.,  323,  330,  333. 

"  Letters    from     America,"    extract 

from,  276. 
Leveson  or  Lewson  :  see  Goive)-. 

■ Capt,  164,  165,  175,  187,  190. 

John,  150. 

Mrs.,  314. 

Lewger,  Mr.,  Secretary  of  Maryland, 

40,  44. 
Lewis,  Capt.,  of  Maryland,  100. 
Lexington,  battle  of,   124,  161,   162, 

263,  277,  299,  302,  303. 
Linzee,  Capt.  John,  R.  N.,  187. 
Livingstone,  Col.  Robert,  216. 
Logan,     Capt.    Marine     Grenadiers, 

killed,  326. 

Capt.    67th    Regt.,    wounded, 

170. 


Lombardy,  94. 

"London  Chronicle,"  extracts  from, 
128,  129  «.,  280 — 282,  303 — 305. 

"London  Gazette,"  extract  from,  128, 
129  n. 

Long  Ditton,  Surrey,  61,  66 ;  Eve- 
lyn family  settled  at,  1 17. 

Long  Island,  10 1,  106  ;  battle  of, 
325 — 328 ;  list  of  British  officers 
killed,  wounded,  and  taken  prison- 
ers at,  326,  327  ;  number  of  rebels, 
guns,  &c. ,  captured,  327  ;  various 
accounts  of  Washington's  loss, 
328;;. 

Long  Isle  Indians,  92. 

Longvill  Castle,  86. 

Lorimer,  Hugh,  185. 

James,  185. 

Lossing,  Benson  J.,  319;/. 

Lossing's  "  Field-Book  of  the  Revo- 
lution," extracts  from,  195  w-,  279. 

Loudoun,  Lieut. -Gen.  John,  Earl  of, 
259,  298  n. 

Loughmo  in  Tipperary,  Baron  of,  81. 

Lovel,  Lord,  82. 

Lovell,  Lieut.  Artillery,  killed,  326. 

Lumley,  Lord,  80. 

Lupus,  Hugh,  81. 

Luttrell,  Heniy,  picture  by,  12I. 

Lyon,  Capt.  22nd  Regt.,  killed,  169. 

Lyons,  Capt.  17th  Regt.  185. 

Lysons'  "Environs,"  316. 

Maddison,    George,    Lieut. -Col.    4th 

Foot,  317. 
John  Thomas,  Ensign  4th  Foot, 

318. 
Magdalene,  T^es  Praries  de  la,  262. 
Mair  (Muir),  Lieut.   43rd  Light  In- 

fantry,  wounded,  327. 
Malbanck,  Baron  of,  81. 
"Malignants,"  70. 
Malmesbury,  W'illiam  of,  86. 
Malpas,  Baron  of,  81. 
Man,  Isle  of,  70. 
Manhatas  Isle,  73,  90,  92. 
Manning   and    Bray's    "  History    of 

Surrey,"  63. 
Mansfielcl,  Lord,  trial  before,  300 — 

302. 
Mansfield,  Vincent,  16. 
Manteses,  loi. 

Colony  of,  94. 

King  of,  96. 

River  of,  96. 
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Mai-lborough,  Duke  of,  269. 

Marr,  James,  deposition  by,  303. 

Marsden,  Capt.  5th  Regt.,  wounded, 
169. 

Marshall,  Capt.,  74. 

William,  81. 

Martin,  Governor,  203. 

P.,  295  «. 

Maryland,  49,  72,  79,  106,  107  ; 
collisions  of  its  inhabitants  with 
Kent  Islanders,  5  ;  charter  of,  read 
at  Kent  Island,  23  ;  Lord  Proprie- 
tors in,  83  ;  description  of  lands 
adjoining,  99,  III  ;  patent,  107. 

MSS.  at  Anapolis,  extract  from, 

360. 

Mason,  Robert,  LL.D.,  362,  365; 
record  of,  363. 

Sir  William,  367. 

Thad.,  J.  P.,  300. 

"Massachusettensis,"  154M. 

Massachusetts,  107  ;  collision  of  Brit- 
ish and  American  troops  at,  124; 
"holy  men"  of,  142,  145. 

Historical   Society,   Collections 

of.    Fourth    Series,    quoted,    360, 

371- 

Massey,  Lieut.  35th  Regt.,  wounded, 
169. 

Massi,  Hammond  de.  Baron  of  Dur- 
ham, 82. 

Matankin,  King,  loi. 

Matthew,  Brigadier-Gen.,  regiments 
under  his  command  on  march  to 
Millstone,  331. 

■ Sir  Tobias,  letter  to,  371. 

Matthews,  Capt.,  73. 

Gen.,  president  of  court-martial 

for  trial  of  Gen.  Lee,  21  ^n. 

Maxwell,  — . ,  341. 

McClintock,  Lieut.  5th  Regt.,  wound- 
ed, 169. 

McKenzie,  C,  272. 

Capt.    43rd    Regt.,    wounded, 

169. 

McKnight,  Mr.,  202. 

Meade,  Alderman  Thomas,  Lord 
Mayor  of  Dublin,  208. 

Jane,  208. 

Mead,  Bishop,  "Old  Churches,  &c., 
of  Virginia,"  extract  from,  2. 

Meath,  Barons  in,  81. 

"  Merlin,"  the,  burnt,  353. 

Merricke,  or  Merwicke,  ^\  m.,  LL.D., 
362,  365. 


Middleborough,  78. 

Middle  Temple,  London,  66. 

Middleton,  Lord,  297. 

Mifflin,  Fort,  253—257. 

Millai**.,  102. 

Miles,  Master,  loi. 

Mills,  Sir  Thomas,  letter  from,  343, 

345-  ^   , 

Millstone,  distribution  of  part  of  the 

army  (not  moving  with  the  main 

body)  on  the  march  to,  331. 
Mincos,  (Indians),  loi. 
"Mischianza,"  the,  252. 
Misset,  Baron,  81. 
"Miss  Sara  and  Elizabeth,"  the,  7. 
Mitchel,  Major  5th  Regt.,  wounded, 

169. 
Mitchell,  Quarter-master  38th  Regt., 

wounded,  169. 
Mohack  Indians,  92. 
Mohun,  Lord,  83. 
Moira,  Earl  of,  188 «.,  192 «. 
Monckton,  Col.,  266. 

Lieut. -Gen.,  wounded,  326. 

Moncton,  Brigadier-Gen.,  259. 

Monk,  Gen.,  59. 

Monkton,  Lieut. -Col.,  313. 

Monmouth,  Edward,  95. 

Monson,    Viscount,   of   Castlemaine, 

69,  367. 
Montague,  Admiral,  131. 
Mary,  wife  of  Sir  Edward  Bysshe, 

366. 

Sir  Charles,  366. 

Monte  Gomerico,  or  Mount  Gomery, 

John  de.  Earl  ol  Salopshii'e,  87. 
Montgomeiy,  — .,  282. 
Fort,  attack  and  capture  of,  348, 

349. 

Montresor,  Col.  James,  259,  269. 

Capt.  John,  141,  251,  252;  ex- 
tracts from  his  journals  and  note- 
books, 217  «.,  253—255,  257,  258— 
276  ;  erects  works  for  the  reduction 
of  Mud  Island,  256;  embarks  for 
England,  258  ;  his  promotions,  id. ; 
list  of  Commanders  under  whom 
he  served,  259  ;  extra  services  by 
him,  260 — 268;  description  of  jour- 
ney to  Quebec,  260 11.  ;  extract  from 
letter  to  Capt.  T.  Basset,  262  «. ;  at- 
tempts on  his  life,  264  ;  his  preten- 
sions to  preferment,  268;  extraordi- 
nary personal  services,  ib. ;  preten- 
sions from   his   ancestor's   services 
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lineally,  269 ;  evil  effects  of  his 
services,  270;  '■^  Des  Cruaiitees  et 
Chagrins  en  Ameriqtte,'"  271  ;  me- 
moranda, 273  ;  recounts  blunders 
in  America,  274. 

Montresor,  Major,  Lieut.-Governor  of 
Fort  William,  269. 

Robert,  272. 

family,  251 — 253. 

Montresor's  Island,  267, 

Moore,  John,  commander  of  the 
"  Hanna  and  Dorothy,"  370. 

Sir   Henry,    Bart.,    letters    to, 

284—286,  288. 

Moore's  tavern,  268. 

Moorsum's  "  Historical  Record  of  the 
52nd  Regt.,  i860,"  extract  from, 
123. 

More,  Hannah,  letter  from,  240 «.; 
extract  from  her  poem,  "Sensibi- 
lity," 314. 

Morgan,  Howell,  13. 

*'  Morning  Post  and  Daily  Adver- 
tiser," extracts  from,  214,  215. 

Morris,  John,  marries  Catherine 
Young,  64;;. 

Morton,  Robert,  his  diary  quoted, 
244  «. 

Mosilian  Creek,  97. 

Mott,  — .,  287. 

Mottershead,  Zachary,  23. 

Mount  Desert,  Nova  Scotia,  90. 

Mount  Royall,  Baron  of,  53,  78  ;  de- 
scription of,  105. 

Mud  Island,  246 — 248,  253 — 257. 

Muir  :  see  Mair. 

Murray,  Brigadier-Gen.  James,  259, 
261,  271. 

Capt.  Lord  Alex.,   17th  Light 

Infantry,  killed,  326. 

Musgrave,  Col.,  245. 

Lieut.-Col.,  v^founded,  126. 

- — —  Major,  265. 

Musherry,  Viscount,  367. 

Myers,  Lieut.  38th  Regt.,  wounded, 
169,  254. 

Theodorus  Bailey,  204. 


Najiteuil,   miniature  by,   at  Wotton 

House,  358, 
Napier,  "William,  quoted,  166. 
Naples,  74. 

Narron,  Baron  de  la,  81. 
Naven,  Baron  de,  81. 


Neill,  Rev.  Edward  D.,  quoted,  360;/. 
Nelson,  Capt.  52nd  Regt.,  wounded, 

170. 
Nelson,  Capt.  62nd  Grenadiers,  killed, 

326. 
Netherlands,  New,  New  Albion,  so 

called,  368. 
Nevill  in  Wexford,  Baron  of,  81. 
New  Albion  :  see  Albion,  N'ew. 
Newbridge,  taken  possession  of,  323. 
New  England  :  see  England,  Neiu. 
New  England  Company,  47. 
Newfoundland,  90,  1 13. 
New  Hall,  Oxford,  66. 
Newhaven,  loi. 
Newport  News,  73. 
New   York,   capture   of,    193  — 195, 

199  ;  set  fire  to,  195  «.,  321. 
"New  York  Gazette,"  211  ;  extract 

from  letter  in,  281  n. 
"New  York  Journal,"  extracts  from, 

.153  «•>  157  «• 
Nicotowance,  Emperor,  100. 
Noble,  George,  367. 
Normandy,  conquered  by  Pleyden,  87. 
"North  Briton,"  the,  144. 
North    River,   journal   of    an    officer 

serving  in  expedition  up,  345 — 350. 
Northumberland,    Algernon   George, 

sixth  Duke  of,  Lord  Privy  Seal,  304. 

Duke  of,  356. 

Nourse,  Joseph,  289. 

"  Novanglus,"    pseudonym    of  John 

Adams,  154?/. 
Nova  Scotia,  85  ;   Capt.  Claiborne's 

commission  for,  26. 
Nugent,   Lieut.,  Marine  Grenadiers, 

wounded,  326. 
Nuneham,  Lady,  224,  225,  230,  233, 

235.  236,  239,  240,  242,  243,  249. 
Lord,   letters   to,  213;/.;    226, 

233.    242,   248,    249  71. 


Ogilvie,  James,  Major  4th  Foot,  317. 

Oliphant,  Mr.,  149. 

Oliver,  Judge,  289. 

Ope  Chankino,  King,  taken  prisoner, 

74- 
Osborn,  Sir  George,  241. 
Oughton,  Sir  Adolphus,  148. 
Ounewaterike,  name  applied  to  Gen, 

Lee  by  Mohawk  Indians,  221. 
Oxfordshire    Light    Infantry   (52nd.), 

extract  from  Records  of,  166 — 168. 


INDEX. 


5^7 


Packe,  Roger,  367. 

Palatine,  Earl :  see  Ployden,  Sir  Ed- 

vitind. 
Palee,  Tenis,  95. 
Palliser,  Sir  Hugh,  168. 
Palmer's  Isle,  20 ;  description  of,  104, 

105. 
Pamunke,  106. 
Parke,  Daniel,  3. 
Lucy,    wife    of    Col.     William 

Byrd,  3. 

Francis,  wife  of  John  Custis,  3. 

"Parliamentary  Spy,"  the,  144. 

Parry,  Edmund,  16. 

Parsons,  Capt.  loth  Regt.,  wounded, 

169. 
Pascatway,  106. 
Patomecks,  chief  of,  18. 
Paterson,  Col.,  265. 
Patterson,  — .,  235. 
Pattison,  Col.,  179,  277. 

Gen.,  278. 

Paulet,  Sir  George,  88. 

Sir  Hamb. ,  88. 

Pauli's  Hook,  attack  on,  195. 
Paulus  Hook,  capture  of,  321. 
Paxton,  Lieut.  65th  Regt.,  wounded, 

170. 
Pawtomeck,  King  of,  taken  prisoner, 

93- 

River,  74  ;  falls  of,  106. 

Pay,  Engineer,  wounded,  170. 

Pembroke,  81 ;  Earl  Palatine  of,  82, 
85  ;  Baron  of,  83. 

Penn,  Governor,  253,  254,  256. 

Pennington,  John,  361. 

"Pennsylvania  Magazine  of  History 
and  Biography,  "extract  from,  1 99  «. ; 
quoted,  244  «.,  360. 

Historical  Society,  54- 

Pepperell,  Sir  William,  264  «. 

Percy,  Hugh,  Earl,  150,  157,  162, 
I75>  263,  277,  301 ;  made  Major- 
Gen.,  179;  memoir,  304 — 313;  his 
character,  304,  305,  308;  interview 
with  George  III.  ;  his  portrait  pre- 
sented to  borough  of  Lexington, 
309  ;  his  opinion  of  the  Americans, 
310,  311 ;  letter  to  Major-Gen.  F. 
Haldimand,  311 — 313. 

Peter  the  Great  occupies  Say's  Court, 
117. 

Pettigrew,  Lieut.  lOth  Regt.,  wound- 
ed, 169. 

Philadelphia,  capture  of,  244  «. 


Philadelphia,  Congress  of  delegates  at, 

124. 
Phillip,  Col.,  323. 
Phillips,  Owen,  44. 
Philpott,    Robert,   his   cattle   seized, 

31 ;  elected  to  represent  freemen  at 

an  assembly,  33,  34,  37. 

Thomas,  Justice  of  the  Peace 

for  Kent  Island,  30. 

Pigskill,  236. 

Pinwill,  John,  arrested,  31. 

Pitcairn,  Major  John,  67th  Regt., 
161 ;  killed,  170,  311. 

"Plain  Joane,"  the,  52. 

Plantagenet,  Beauchamp,  48  ;  de- 
scription of  New  Albion,  45,  67— 
115;  his  Manor  of  Belvill,  49,  74; 
Bolalmanack  granted  to,  54 ;  re- 
turns to  Holland,  75. 

Sir  Richard,  71. 

Playdane,  Pleyden,  Plowden,  Plowen, 
Ploydan,  or  Ployen,  87 :  see  Ploy- 
den. 

Plowden :  see  Ploydcii. 

Col. ,  of  the  Life  Guards,  369. 

Francis,  of  Salop  and  Shiplake, 

Berks,  366. 

third  son   of  Thomas 

Plowden,  368. 

George,  367 ;  his  death,  368. 

James,  369. 

j'-in->  369. 

Lady,  367. 

Lord  Francis,  367,  369. 

Thomas,  367,  368, 

Plowen,  Count,  86. 

Ployden,  Dr.,  of  Lambeth,  88. 

Humphrey,  87. 

Lord,  Baron  of  Roymont,  and 

High  Admiral,  53,  78. 

John,  87. 

Sir   Edmund,    95,    96 ;     New 

Jersey  (U.S.A.),  granted  to,  47; 
letter  to,  52 ;  his  character,  75, 
76  ;  his  pedigree,  77,  86—88 ;  mean- 
ing of  "Ployden,"  87  ;  his  arrival 
at  Boston,  360;  declared  an  "ima- 
ginary being,"  361 ;  his  letters  pa- 
tent, 361,  362—370;  his  death, 
366  ;  his  will,  370. 

Manor  and  Hall,  86, 

• •  Mount,  description  of,  106. 

Plymouth,  91. 

Pocomoke  River,  collision  in,  39. 

Poland,  69. 
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Pollentine,  Nicholas,  arrested,  31. 
Pomeroy,     Gen.,     "the    gunsmith," 

273- 

Pontiac,  an  Indian  chief,  251. 

Porter,  Rev.  Edward  G.,  309,  311. 

William,  13,  14. 

Potts,  John,  204. 

Powel,  Capt.,  95,  96. 

Powell,  Lieut.  49th  Grenadiers, 
wounded,  326. 

Preble,  Brig. -Gen.  Jedidiah,  extract 
from  his  diary,  163. 

Prescott,  Col.,  140,  142,  147,  iSSn., 
334;  made  Brig. -Gen. ,  164  «.; 
taken  prisoner,  187,  279 — 282;  ne- 
gotiations for  his  release,  196;  ex- 
changed for  Gen.  Charles  Lee, 
196 «.,  218,  282;  hardships  suf- 
fered during  his  confinement,  281 ; 
regiments  under  his  command  on 
the  march  to  Millstone,  331;  letter 
from  him,  282,  283. 

Pribble,  Gen.,  "the  tavern-keeper  of 
Canterbury,"  273. 

Prince,  Lady  Katharine,  Baroness  of, 

53,  78. 
Princetown,  231,  232. 
Prior,  Matthew,  arrested,  31. 
Proprietary,  the  Lord,  35 — 37  :  see 

Ployden,  Sir  Ed?mmd. 
Provence,  France,  114. 
"Public    Advertiser,"    the,    extracts 

from,  299 — 301,  307. 
Public  opinion,  state  of,  in  the  17th 

century,  28. 
Public  Records,  extract  from,  50;;., 

60. 
Purcelswollascot  of  Wollascot,  87. 
Purchas,  Master,  89. 
Putnam,  Israel,  a  rebel  Gen.,  199  w., 

346 ;    "  the  carpenter  of  Connec- 
ticut," 273. 

Quaker  Hills,  241. 
Quibble  Town,  241. 

Ragg,  Lieut.  Marines,  taken  prisoner, 

327- 
Raille,  Col.,  337. 
Raleigh,  or  Rawley,  Sir  Walter,  89, 

102. 
Rail,  Coll.,  325. 
Ramcock,  King  of,  96. 
Ramsay,  Allen,  313. 
Raritan  Indians,  92. 


Rawden,  or  Rawdon,  Lord,  1S8,  192, 
203,  346,  349. 

Rawle,  William,  361. 

Rawley's  Isle,  89. 

Red  Bank,  248. 

Reynolds  Capt.,  353. 

Mr.,  199. 

Sir  Joshua,  313,  314;  supposed 

portrait  by,  253. 

Rheban  in  Kildare,  Baron  de,  81. 

Rhode  Island,  242. 

Rhodes,  Edward,  95. 

Ribread,  Thomas,  367, 

Richards,  Capt.,  216. 

Richardson, Lieut.  i8th  Regt., wound- 
ed, 169. 

— a  Lord  Chief  Justice,  58. 

Ritchneck,  102  ;  description  of,  53. 

Lady  Barbara,  Baroness  of,  53, 

78. 

Rivers,  Earl,  88. 

Rixford,  Peter,  95. 

Roberts,  Mr.,  171. 

Robertson,  Dr.,  313. 

Major. -Gen.,    takes   possession 

of  New  York,  321. 

Robillard,    Josias    de.    Seigneur    de 

Champagne,  147  n. 
Robinson, Mr., the"  King's  Searcher," 

58. 

Lieut.    43rd    Regt.,    wounded, 

169. 

Col.,    346,    348;    distinguishes 

himself  at  capture  of  Fort  Mont- 
gomery, 349. 

Rochelle,  capture  of,  322. 
Rogers,  Col.,  129;/. 
Romer,  Col.  William,  264;?. 
Rooke,  Harry,  Lieut.  4th  Foot,  318, 

319- 

Rose  Hill,  Kent,  252. 

Ross,  Mr.,  315. 

"  Roundheads,"  70. 

Royal  Artillery  Record  Office,  ex- 
tract from  MSS.  in,  278. 

Royden,  Matthew,  14. 

Roymont,  90,  99,  102. 

Baron  of,  53,  78. 

Rushbrooke,  Barham,  of  West  Stowe, 

295- 
Russell,  John,  arrested,  31. 

Sir  John,  227,  234. 

Thomas,  Ensign  4th  Foot,  318. 

Ruthyn,  Baron  Grey  de,  297. 
Rutledge,  — .,  196. 
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Ryves,  Sir  Thomas,  LL.D. ,  362;  his 
opinion  of  Sir  Edmund  Ployden's 
letters  patent,  363 — 365. 


Sabine,  Capt.  67th  Regt.,  wounded, 
170. 

Sackville,  Lord  George,  269. 

Sandhay  Sea,  106. 

Sands,  George,  2. 

Sandy  Barnegate,  99. 

Sasquehannocks,  or  Susquehannocks, 
20,  40,  51,  93,  97,  99—101, 
105  ;  war  with,  74 ;  description  of 
their  town,  106. 

Savage  in  Ulster,  Baron,  81. 

Say  and  Seal,  Viscount,  88. 

Saybrook,  Vernon,  Baron  of,  82. 

Sayers,  Mr.,  286. 

Say's  Court  occupied  by  Peter  the 
Great,  117. 

Scarborough,  John,  16. 

Schank,  John,  letter  from,  168 — 171. 

Schuylkill  River,  243. 

Scotland,  New,  90. 

Scott,  Mr.,  the  King's  "Phisition," 
58. 

Scovell,  Samuel,  14. 

Selden,  Master,  80  :  his  book,  84. 

Seven  Years'  War,  122. 

Sewell,  Jonathan,  Attorney-General 
of  Massachusetts,  154  «. 

Sheer,  Lieut.  67th  Regt.,  killed,  170. 

Shelburne,  Earl  of,  250. 

Shepherd,  Colonel,  126. 

Sherard,  Lord,  Baron  of  Leitrim,  69. 

Sherwin,  Capt.  67th  Regt.,  aide-de- 
camp to  Gen.  Howe,  killed,  170. 

Shippen,  Dr.,  jun. ,  280. 

Shippla**,  Ployden  of,  88. 

Shirley,  Maj.-Gen.  William,  259. 

Governor,  264  n. 

Short  Hill,  capture  of,  341. 

Shuldham,  Admiral  Molyneux,  after- 
wards Baron  Shuldham,  187. 

Shuttleworth,  Lieut.,  wounded,  170. 

Sikonesses,  King  of,  96. 

Sinclair,  Capt.  65th  Regt.,  wounded, 
170. 

Skene,  — .,  274. 

Smelt,  Major  47th  Regt.,  wounded, 
170. 

Smith,  — .,  officer  in  command  at 
Lexington,  304. 

Capt.,  95. 


possessions 


Smith,  Lieut. -Col.  Francis,  loth  Foot, 
161,  277. 

Samuel,  arrested  for  debt,  31, 

38. 

Thomas,   20,    21  ;    taken   into 

custody  by  Capt.  George  Evelyn, 
29,  31,  32;  indicted  for  piracy,  31, 
40  ;  executed,  42. 

Smiths,  Capt.,  89. 

Smyth,  Capt.  52nd  Regt.,  killed,  170. 

Lieutenant   65th  Regt.,   killed, 

170. 
Southampton,  loi. 
Spain,  73,  98,   113  J  a  good  market 

for  tobacco,  25. 

and    Portugal, 

America,  89. 

Spanish  Armada,  92. 

Spenser,  Edmund,  extract  from  his 
"View  of  the  state  of  Ireland," 
122  «. 

Speed  and  Basset's  "Theatre  of  the 
Empire  of  Great  Britain,"  368. 

Spendlove,  Major  43rd  Regt.,  killed, 
169. 

Spry,—.,  271. 

St.  Christopher's,  49,  102  ;  descrip- 
tion of,  49. 

St.  George,  Sir  Richard,  368. 

St.  Helen's,  Isle  of  Wight,  described, 
I32«. 

St.  John  de  porto  Rico,  89. 

St.  John's  River,  90. 

St.  Peter's  Church,  Cornhill,  London, 
marriage  at,  64,  66. 

St.  Sebastian's,  73. 

Stafford,  Granville,  first  Marquis  of, 
135  «.,  208. 

Master,  95. 

"  Stamp  Act,"  284—286,  287. 

Stanislaus,  King  of  Poland,  295. 

Stanley,  Honble.  Capt.,  349. 

Staten  Island,  241. 

Stedman,  Gen.,  extract  from  his 
journal,  278. 

Steer,  Mr.,  149. 

Sterling :  see   Stirling, 

or  Stirling,  Col.,  275. 

Stevens,  Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Eve- 
lyn, 66. 

William,  66. 

Stern,  Maj.-Gen.,  341. 

Stiles,  Dr.  Ezra,  extract  from  his 
diary,  126. 

Stilwel,  — .,  74. 
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Stint,  Joane,  wife  of  George  Evelyn, 
66. 

Stirling,  Lord,  241,  335,  341,  342  ; 
taken  prisoner,  327. 

Stockport,  Baron  of,  82. 

Stoughton,  Thomas,  marries  Cather- 
ine Evelyn,  62. 

Stoughton-in-Stoke,  near  Guildford, 
62. 

Stafford,  Lord,  366. 

Stratton,  — .,  95. 

Streene,  Baron  de,  81. 

Streeter,  Sebastian  F.,  Secretary  to 
the  Maryland  Historical  Society, 
361. 

Strongbow,  Earl,  81,  83,  88. 

Sturgess,  servant  of  Capt.  W.  G.  Eve- 
lyn, 200,  203. 

Sturman,  John,  jim.,  13. 

sen.,  13. 

Stiiry  of  Stury  Hall,  daughter  of,  87. 

Stuy,  a  Dutch  Governor,  92. 

Sullivan,  Gen.,  199  «.,  294,  339,  340 ; 
taken  prisoner,  196,  327. 

Susquehannah,  20. 

River,  248. 

Susquehanocks  :  see  Sasqiiehannocks, 

Sussex,  Henry,  third  Earl  of,  297. 

Lady,  298. 

Sutherland,  Lord,  disputes  the  Duke 
of  York's  claim  on  New  Albion, 
368. 

Swedes    skiimish    with   the    Dutch, 

92,  93- 
Sweit,  Giles,  LL.D.,  362,  365. 
Swift,  Mr.,  282. 
"  Sylva,"  authorof :  see^w/j'«,y(?/i«. 

Tabor,  William,  arrested,  31. 

Tallemacke,  Capt.,  202. 

Tanquier,  Miss,  234. 

Tarleton,  Gen.,  147. 

Tarrytown,  346. 

Taylor,  Philip,  indicted  for  piracy,  39. 

Terra  de  Laborador,  90. 

Thackeray's  "Virginians,"  extract 
from,  188  «. 

Thirty-first  Regiment,  journal  of  an 
officer  in,  345— 350- 

Thomas,  Christoph.,  95. 

Thomlinson,  Thomas,  Capt.  4th  Foot, 
318. 

Thomond,  Countess  of,  88. 

Thompson,  Lieut.  52nd  Regt.,  wound- 
ed, 170. 


Thompson,   Rev.  Wm. ,  his  lines  on 

the  "Seasons,"  316,  317. 
Richard,    of  Kent    Island,    29, 

41  ;  arrested  for  debt,  31,  38. 
Thomson,  James,  the  poet,  314,  315. 
Thorne,    Peregrine   Fra.,    Lieut   4th 

Foot,  318. 
Thoroton,    Mar)',    wife    of    Edward 

Gould,  296. 

Robert,  of  Screveton  Hall,  296. 

Throck's,  or  Throg's  Neck :  see  Frog's 

Neck. 
Ticonderoga,  237. 
Tirans  and  Tiascons,  the,  99. 
Tombelle,  P.,  250. 
Tomkins,  — . ,  104. 
Tooke  :  see  Hortt,  John. 
Toston,  Lord,  Earl  of  Thanet,  87. 
Tovvnshend,  Brig. -Gen.  George,  259, 

Lord,  266,  268,  272. 

"Traits  of  the  Tea  Party,"  extract 

from,  189  «. 
Trenton,  232 ;  surrender  of  post  at, 

325- 

Tresor,  le  :  see  Monirhor. 

Trim,  Vicar  of:  see  Evelyn,  Rev. 
William. 

Trustier,  John,  367. 

Tryon,  Gen.,  346,  348, '349- 

Governor,  237. 

Tucker,  Thomas,  Esq.,  of  Bermuda, 
251. 

Tufts,  Simon,  J. P.,  300. 

Turner,  Arthur,  362,  365. 

William,    LL.D.,   362  ;    record 

of>  363  ;  his  opinion  of  Sir  Ed- 
mund Ployden's  letters  patent,  364, 

365- 
Turtle,  Robert,  14,  21. 

Ulster,  81. 

Umfrevill,   Gilbert,   Earl   of  Angus, 

82. 
Underhill,  Lady,  83. 

Sir  John,  83. 

Uvedale,  description  of,  103 — 105. 
Lady  Winefrid,  Baroness  of,  53, 

78. 

Valentia,  Adam  de,  85. 
Vance,  Volunteer,  wounded,  170. 
Vaudreuil,  Rigoud  de,  260. 
Van  Kempt,  — .,  295. 
Varlo,  Charles,  361. 
Vaughan,  Capt.,  248. 
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Vaughan,IIonble.Maj.-Gen.,32l,323, 
332,  334.  341.  346  ;  distinguishes 
himself  at  capture  of  Fort  Clinton, 

347—349- 

Fort,  349. 

Vemer,  Lieut.  loth  Regt. ,  killed, 
169. 

Vernon  family,  239. 

Verulam,  Viscount,  83. 

Vesey,  Mr.,  313. 

Virginia,  49,  72,  73,  75,  79,  89  — 
91.  93  —  95.  98,  100,  102,  107, 
191 «.;  description  of,  72  ;  descrip- 
tion of  lands  adjoining,  99 — 1 1 1 ; 
Government  of,  108,  no,  in. 

Governor  of,  24. 

Walcot  of  Walcot  Close,  87. 
Walcott,  Col.,  wounded,  245. 
Walker,  portrait  by,  at  Wotton  House, 

358- 

John,  13,  16. 

Sir  Hovenden,  264  «. 

Wallace,  Lieut.,  265. 

Wallis,  Capt.,  140. 

Walpole,  Horace,  quoted,  197 «.; 
249  «. ;  extract  from  letter  of,  210M. 

Walter,  Sir  William,  of  Wimbledon, 
61. 

Walton,  — . ,  104. 

Walton  in  Durham,  Baron  of,  81. 

Wansleed,  Ployden  of,  88. 

Warren,  Dr.,  death  of,  31 1. 

Joseph,  124. 

Washington,  Gen.  George,  3,  iSgn. 
195,  212,  241,  243,  244,  266, 
274,  289,  293,  337  —  340,  343; 
appointed  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  American  army,  125;  demands 
the  release  of  Gen.  Charles  Lee, 
217;  evacuates  his  lines  at  Brook- 
lyn, and  retreats  to  New  York, 
320;  defeat  at  Long  Island,  325, 
328 ;  his  orders  after  the  battle, 
328  n ;  extract  from  his  letter  after 
the  loss  of  Philadelphia,  245  n. 

Fort,  268 ;  attack  and  capture 

of,  323- 

Watcessit,  loi. 

Watson,  J.,  365. 

Webb,  Maj.-Gen.  Daniel,  259. 

Websneck,  103. 

Webster,  John,  Capt.  4th  Foot,  318. 

Welsh  dialect,  86. 

Wenman,  Viscount,  88. 


West,  Capt.  4th  Regt.,  wounded,  169. 

John,  Capt.  4th  Foot,  318. 

Philip,  14,  19. 

West  Dean,  Wilts,  66. 

West  India  Isles,   Lord   Proprietors 

in,  83. 
Westover,  estate  of  the  Byrds  at,  3. 
Wexford,  88. 
"  Whisperer,"  the,  144. 
White,  Thomas,  13,  89,  95. 
Wicomeses  (Indians),  99. 
Wicomoco  River,  Great,  39. 
Wier,  Commissary-General,  244  w. 
Wilkes,  John,  301. 
Wilkinson,  Gen.  James,  statement  of, 

212  n. ;  extract   from  Memoirs  of, 

289—295. 
William  III.,  264  «. 
Williams,  Major  52nd  Regt.,  killed, 

170. 

Rose,  wife  of  George  Evelyn, 

66. 

Sir  John,  61,  66. 

^  Thomas,  61,  66. 

Williamson,  William,  14,  19. 
Willoughby,  Hon.  Henry,  297. 
Wilson,  Sir  Thomas,  246. 
Winchester,  Marquis  of,  88. 
Winchelsea,  Lord,  222. 
Windebank,   — .,  Secretary  of  State, 

58;  letters  to,  51,  371. 
Winthrop,    Governor,    extract    from 

his  journal,  360. 

Lieut. -Governor,  264  «. 

Wood,  Anthony  a,  extract  from  his 

"  Athen.  Oxon.,"  362. 
Woodbridge,  capture  of,  341. 
Woodfall,  Mr.,  editor  of  "  The  Pub- 

lie  Advertiser,"  297. 
Wolfe,  Maj.-Gen.  James,  killed,  259. 
Worsley,  Mr.,  229. 
Worstley,  Sir  Bowyer,  367. 
Wotton  Church,  monuments  in,  60. 

House,  63  ;  extracts  from  re- 
cords at,  63  ;  Evelyn  family  settled 
at,  117;  portraits  at,  121,  122; 
description  of  house  and  grounds, 

354—359- 
Wright,  Nicholas,  16. 
Peggie,  200,  201,  203. 

Yelverton,  Lady  Barbara,  wife  of 
Lieut. -Col.  E.  T.  Gould,  297. 

York,  James,  Duke  of,  obtains  pos- 
session of  New  Albion,  368. 
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York  County,  60. 

New:  see  New  York. 

Yorke,  Sir  Joseph,  extract  from  his 
letter  to  Mr.  Eden,  296. 

Young,  Yong,  Younge,  or  Yung, 
Gregory,  59,  66. 

Mary,  wife  of  Thomas,  grand- 
son of  Gregory,  60. 

■ Susannah,  wife  of  Gregory,  66. 

daughter  of  Gregory, 

66. 


Young,  Thomas,  grandson  of  Gregory, 
receives  commission  in  the  army, 
59  ;    executed,  60. 

Thomas,  son  of  Gregory,  59. 

^^— —  Capt.,  92,  95  ;  his  expedi- 
tion up  the  Delaware  River,  4,  45, 
5°>  359'  360 ;  facsimile  of  his 
autograph,  65  ;  letters  from  him, 
55—59,  371- 
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